
The Gospel…Good News for All 

Acts 2:22-42 

This morning as we look to God’s Word we are going to continue a sermon series that is crucial 

during this specific season of ministry. Throughout the process of meeting and praying with the 

pastoral search team and then fellowshipping with the pastor’s council and then the staff – one of 

the clear realities that was continually demonstrated was that “Crosslink doesn’t need fixing, it 

needs furthering.” The more I prayed about this the more I was convinced this was true. 

However, in order for God’s work to be furthered we must first make sure that our foundation is 

strong. **ILL: I remember being a freshman at Liberty University when the main academic 

building was a one story cracker jack box. As the university was growing they had a vision to see 

the place grow and expand. They knew they had to expand the main academic building. Dreams 

were shared, plans were drawn, money was raised, etc. However, there was something strategic 

that had to take place before the building could be expanded to facilitate the growth of the 

student body. In order for the building to be strong they had to first dig down deep and 

strengthen the foundation so that it could support the structure that would soon grow. Without a 

strong foundation it could never hold the weight of growing building. I believe we can related to 

this. Friends, God has done an incredible work here at Crosslink, but I also believe in order for 

Crosslink to be furthered and be all that God wants it to be we must take time to dig deep and 

make sure that the foundation is stable and strong.  

In order for our foundation to be strong we must have the right elements in their proper place. 

We can’t ignore or dismiss a single one. We saw several weeks ago that the first key component 

to the foundation is that Jesus, Himself is the head of the church. He is the chief cornerstone in 

this firm foundation. Jesus is the chief cornerstone of the church, binding the church together. 

Ephesians 2:19-20 (KJV), “Now therefore you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but 

fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of 

the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone.” The second key 

element we discovered last week is the Word of God. Jesus is the Head of the church and His 

Word is our authority. God’s Word should be our authority in all that we do in our lives, in our 

homes, and certainly in the church. Because God’s Word is our authority we must seek the Bible 

for doctrine, reproof, for correction, and for training in right living. Today we come to the third 

key component – The Gospel of Jesus Christ. Simply put, Christ is our Head, His Word is our 

authority, and His gospel is our message.  

Read Text 

Have you ever heard good news? Most of us have heard or shared good news at some point in 

our life. Good news is contagious. Once you know good news you can’t keep it in. You want to 

share it. **ILL: Several years ago we learned that we were expecting our second child. We 

discussed waiting to tell people. However, by the time I got home from a worship service some 

of my closest friends were texting me to congratulate me. Why? Because it was good news and it 

couldn’t be kept in. Good news is wonderful. It is something that we want to share: Getting 

engaged, having a baby, a new job, celebrating a promotion, etc. But, none of these things 
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compare to the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In fact, the word “gospel” literally 

means “good news” and it is mentioned 93 x’s in the New Testament. It is the good news of what 

God has done for us. There is no greater news that one could ever hear on this earth than to hear 

the good news of Who Jesus is, what He has done, and what He will do for all who believe in 

Him. I am convinced if the church is to be what God wants her to be we must recognize the 

importance of the Gospel and renew our commitment to sharing this Good News with all. Last 

week I committed to you that as your pastor God’s Word will be our authority in all that we do, 

but I commit to you today that the Gospel will be our message. I am deeply convinced that in 

order for Crosslink Community Church to be the church that God wants us to be we must be 

clearly, passionately, and boldly committed to the Good News of Jesus. We see this displayed 

with excellence in Acts 2. As we look here we will make four observations about the good news 

of Jesus. 

I. The Proclamation of the Gospel (vs.22-32) 

This first point sounds very simple. Peter is simply standing up and proclaiming the good news 

of salvation. However, we must remember what has led to this point. Peter wasn’t always so bold 

in telling people about Jesus. In fact, at that point it hadn’t been too long since Jesus had been 

taken into custody and was being put on trial. Peter was in the outer courtyard trying to stay 

close enough to know what was going on but far enough away that he wouldn’t be identified. 

But, suddenly someone did see him. They challenged him and accused him of being with Jesus. 

Each time Peter denied knowing Jesus and finally the third time he began to curse and swear that 

he didn’t know Jesus. Peter ran in shame when he realized what He had done. Of course, Jesus 

died and was raised again and then went and appeared to Peter and the disciples. In John 21:15-

17 Jesus took time to personally minister to Peter and challenged him. Jesus then ascended to 

heaven and told the disciples to go to the upper room until the Holy Spirit came. In Acts 1:8 

Jesus promised, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall 

be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part 

of the earth.” And, of course, the Holy Spirit did come and empower the disciples to do just that. 

We read it here in the text. It is the Day of Pentecost. There are Jews from everywhere that are 

gathered together to celebrate. It was the perfect time for the gospel to be proclaimed. And, being 

led by the Holy Spirit Peter boldly stood and preached the good news to those who needed it. 

Peter has been radically changed. Just days ago he was fleeing in fear. But, now he boldly stands 

and proclaims the good news. What was the good news? His message consisted of four main 

truths. 

A. The Signs of the Savior (vs. 22) 

Peter first reminds us that Jesus was 100% man. He felt everything that we feel and 

experience. He knew what it was like to be hungry and full, tired and rested, grieving and 

rejoicing. He was a man. But, notice that He wasn’t any ordinary man. He was also God 

in flesh. His signs, miracles, and wonders all pointed to the reality of Who He was and is. 

In fact, Jesus’ works point to Who He is, where He came from, and why He came to this 

earth. In John 5:33-47 Jesus pointed to several key witnesses to prove Who He is. He 

first pointed to the witness of John the Baptist. Next, Jesus said that God the Father 
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Himself gave witness to Who Jesus was. Third, the Scriptures themselves point to who 

Jesus is. But there is a fourth key witness. Jesus’ works prove Who He is. Jesus said in 

verse 36, “The works which the Fathers has given Me to accomplish – the very works 

that I do – testify about Me, that the Father has sent Me.” Yes, His works testify to Who 

He is. Think about His works for a minute. Magicians can pull off some amazing tricks. 

Sorcerers can rely on demonic forces to accomplish some shocking feats, but only Jesus 

can do what He has done. Only Jesus can heal a man born blind, make the lame to walk, 

immediately cleanse a leper’s skin. Only Jesus can say “Rise up and walk.” Only Jesus 

can speak a word and raise the dead to life. Jesus alone could do these mighty works. 

Immediately after this passage, in Acts 3, we see this very thing happening. Peter and 

John are walking into the temple and there was a lame man who had been lame since he 

was born. When Peter sees the man in Acts 3:6 Peter looked at the man and said, “I do 

not possess silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ 

the Nazarene – walk!” Soon afterwards the religious leaders of the day came against 

Peter and John. They had them arrested and laid hands on them. Finally, they allowed the 

men to speak. Peter boldly and clearly stated, in Acts 4:10, “Let it be known to all of you 

and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you 

crucified, whom God raised from the dead – by THIS NAME this man stands before you 

in good health.” Peter was boldly stating that there was no man like Jesus. Only Jesus 

could heal such a man. In the same way only Jesus can make you a brand new creation. 

All of His works prove He is who He says He is. The good news for all begins with a 

gracious Savior who left the throne of heaven and came to this earth and constantly 

proved that He is Lord.   

B. The Sacrifice of the Savior (vs. 23) 

I think it is important to point out that the sacrifice of Jesus wasn’t an afterthought. The 

Scripture says clearly that this was the plan of God. God didn’t look down from heaven 

one day and just suddenly decide, “Hmmm, I guess we’re going to have to do something 

about this mess.” God knew that man would sin and go his own way, and He knew what 

was necessary for man to be forgiven and restored. In order for sinful man to be cleansed, 

someone perfect would have to give His life as a sacrificial substitute. It is amazing to 

consider that all of the Old Testament is pointing forward to this face. Perhaps one of the 

clearest demonstrations is found in Isaiah 53:3-6. Remember this was written around 690 

B.C. The passage states, “He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and 

acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and 

we did not esteem Him. Surely OUR griefs He Himself bore, and OUR sorrows He 

carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But He 

was pierced through for OUR transgressions, He was crushed for OUR iniquities; The 

chastening of OUR well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed. All of 

us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord has 

caused the iniquity of US all to fall on Him.” Jesus also knew that this was His purpose. 

He knew that this was the reason He came to the earth. Luke 19:10, Jesus said, “For the 

Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” John 3:17, “For God did 
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not send into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 

through Him.” Jesus also knew the timing of His sacrifice. This is why over and over 

again He would say, “My hour has not yet come. My hour has not yet come.” Then 

finally when He was in the Garden of Gethsemane praying He came back to the disciples. 

For the third time in a row they were sound asleep. Do you remember what He told them? 

He said, “Get up, MY hour is at hand.” He knew the divine plan was being fulfilled in 

that moment. Romans 5:6 summarizes it simply, “At the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly.” Peter is clearly showing us that Jesus’ sacrifice was the not by accident or 

mistake. The was the plan of God.  

Without question, Jesus came to seek, to serve, and to save. And He is still doing this 

today. **ILL: For me it happened in 1986. I wasn’t seeking after the Lord, but He sure 

sought me out. I was sitting there in a church service hearing my daddy preach and I 

knew that I had sinned. I knew that only Jesus could save me. I knew what I must do. I 

called upon Jesus and said please forgive me of my sins. Please come into my life and 

save me. And I’m here to tell you at that very moment God reached down and rescued 

Matthew Kirkland. Praise God He saved me. It is only by His grace and mercy that we 

are able to be saved. In God’s mercy, He doesn’t give us what we deserve. In God’s 

grace, He gives us that which we don’t deserve. God saved me by His grace, which 

means that no work of mine could earn it. My salvation was a gift from God. 

C. The Sinlessness of the Savior (vs. 23b) 

Please understand what is happening in this verse. Peter uses the word “Godless” to 

describe the state of these men. He is using this word to contrast them and Jesus. He 

saying they were sinners, imperfect, and Godless, while on the other hand Jesus was 

perfect, literally God in flesh. According to Romans 5:6 who did Jesus die for? The 

ungodly. When Peter said, “Jesus was nailed to the cross by the hands of godless men.” 

He was pointing out that the ungodly, unrighteous killed the One who was completely 

sinless and righteous. Friend, that is true of all of us. It was our sins that He was dying 

for. It was our debt that He was paying. His sacrifice was for every one of us. Romans 

3:21-23, “But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, 

being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God through 

faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction; for all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” He is saying God doesn’t see Jew or Gentile. 

He doesn’t see American or Asian. He doesn’t see rich or poor. He sees sinners. We’ve 

all sinned against God - every single one of us. Sometimes we attempt to deceive 

ourselves and say, “Well I’m a pretty good person. I haven’t done anything too terrible.” 

But friend, I want to remind you that if you have ever committed just one sin in your life 

then you are a sinner. In the same way it takes a thief one crime to be a criminal, it takes 

only one sin to be a sinner. 1 John 1:8-10 says, “If we say that we have no sin, we are 

deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 

just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us form all unrighteousness. If we say that we 

have not sinned we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.” Friend, whether we like it 
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or not all mankind, without distinction, has been found guilty before God. We are all 

sinners incapable of saving ourselves. Jesus was a substitutionary sacrifice because He 

alone was perfect. He didn’t demand that we be perfect. He went to the cross for us to 

pay a debt that He didn’t owe so that we could receive a gift that we could never 

earn. 2 Corinthians 5:21 says it well “He made Him who knew no sin (was perfect and 

spotless) to be sin on our behalf so that we might become the righteousness of God in 

Him.” 

D. The Supremacy of the Savior (vs. 24-36) 

Jesus died on the cross and His body was placed in a tomb. However, the tomb wasn’t the 

end of the story for Jesus. Three days later He rose again just like He said He would do. 

Nobody can fully fathom the agony of what Jesus went through, but what we do know is 

that the agony was temporary because three days later He rose again.  

As Peter is preaching He takes time to remind them of the uniqueness of Jesus, that He is 

truly above all others. Peter is preaching the gospel and he is calling them to recognize 

that Jesus was truly risen from the grave. He is trying to help them see how this fact alone 

sets Jesus apart from all others. He is wanting them to see that Jesus is truly the Savior. 

To do this he simply reminded them of David. David was a revered patriarch. The Jews 

loved King David and boasted of his many victories and of their relation to him. They 

boasted in David’s plans for the temple and tried to base their relationship with God 

through David’s closeness with Him. But David was a man like everyone else. Peter 

basically says, “I know that you admire and respect David, but David was just an 

ordinary man. He eventually died as all men will and he was buried.” In other words, 

David is not a Savior, nor is any other man. Think of it, in order for a man to give eternal 

life, doesn’t it make sense that He would have to be alive and not dead. Peter clearly 

pointed to David’s dead body, “His body is still buried to this very day.” He is saying, 

“Go look at the tomb. He is still dead.” Such was the case with all of the others prophets 

that had come before them. But this was not the case with Jesus. Peter was so convinced 

of Jesus’ resurrection that he said in verse 32, “Jesus was raised up on the third day to 

which we are all witnesses.” Peter and all the disciples were witness of this fact. It’s as if 

Peter is saying, “Go ahead and ask the others. The story is true. We have walked with 

Him and talked with Him. He prepared a meal for us. We ate together. I’m telling you 

He’s alive. And because He rose again Jesus is preeminent and above all. Peter 

summarizes in verse 36, “Jesus is both Lord and Christ.” Yes, He is the Savior who can 

pardon and forgive us of sin, but He is also the Lord over all creation.  

II. The Priority of the Gospel (vs. 37-38, 40) 

Now, notice what happens next. Peter has shared the gospel and the people respond. The Bible 

says, “Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart.” They received the message. 

They got. They accepted it and believed it. How do we know that they believed it? For starters, 

they didn’t argue a single point of Peter’s message. They accepted it, knowing it to be true, and 

believed. Please ponder this. These are many of the very people who were in the crowd chanting, 
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“Crucify Him.” Here they are affirming that Jesus’ signs were supernatural. Here they are 

affirming that it was God’s plan for His Messiah to suffer for those He would save. Here they are 

affirming that they were responsible for His death. Here they are affirming that God raised Jesus 

from the grave and that He alone is the Lord and Savior. What is there response? They believe in 

their hearts and then ask the simple question, “What must we do?” Please understand that Peter 

wasn’t saying that these two outward actions can save someone. But, if a person has genuinely 

believed in Jesus Christ to be their Savior and Lord it will be evident by making two things a 

priority: 

A. Repent  

Here is a powerful priority of the gospel. Man must turn away from their sin and turn to 

Christ. Peter knew exactly what He was saying. Again, remember these were the very 

same people who had blinded eyes, deafened ears, and cold hearts. They had not only 

rejected Jesus, but these were a part of the very group that crucified Him. Peter says, 

“You must repent.” Friend, the same is true for us today. The Gospel isn’t just good news 

worth celebrating. It is good news because it has the power of life and the power to 

change. That is what repentance is all about. “To Repent” literally means “to change your 

mind.” It means to change your direction. In other words, they needed to turn from their 

former manner of life and trust Jesus as Lord. In the context of Acts 2, it can be 

summarized like this: “To repent, in relation to salvation, is to change your mind in 

regard to Jesus Christ. In Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, he concludes with a call 

for the people to repent. Repent from what? Peter is calling the people who rejected Jesus 

to change their minds about Him, to recognize that He is indeed “Lord and Christ”. Peter 

is calling the people to change their minds from rejection of Christ as the Messiah to faith 

in Him as both Messiah and Savior.” 

B. Be baptized  

Again, please understand this morning that Peter is not saying that baptism can save 

anyone from their sins. We can’t be saved by any outward work. **ILL: Reading a book 

entitled “Why Men Hate Going to Church”. In it the author states recent survey found 

that 5 of 6 men in America believe they are going to Heaven. Based on their morals, 

family values, and good works, they feel like they’re okay. Listen, we are saved by the 

grace of God through faith in Christ and not of works so that none of us could boast. 

There are some who like to use this verse to show how baptism saves, but we must take 

in its context. Furthermore, if baptism was required for salvation then the thief on the 

cross was never saved and Jesus would then be a liar because He promised the man that 

he would be with Him in paradise. Peter is not saying that we are saved by baptism. The 

key to baptism is first that there is faith.  

All we have to do is by faith believe in Jesus and confess Him as Lord. John 3:18, “He 

who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, 

because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” John 5:24, 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has 
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eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.” John 

6:47 Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life.” John 20:31, 

“But these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God; and that believing you may have life in His name.” So the first condition of 

salvation is clearly to believe. And let me remind you that the word believe is an action. 

It is more than just having a knowledge of facts. To believe literally means “to exercise 

faith”. So, to believe in Christ means that you exercise faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of 

God, who died on the cross for your sins and mine and rose again.  

So, then if we are already saved by believing in Jesus and confessing Him as Lord then 

why should we be baptized? First, because Jesus gave us an example and we should 

strive to follow Him in all that we do. Second, because Jesus commanded us to be 

baptized. Third, because in baptism we are publicly demonstrating our faith by 

identifying with the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. If someone professes to be a 

believer but refuses baptism something is terribly wrong and there is significant reason to 

question his profession. Why would any true believer fail to identify with the One who 

gave His life for them? Why would any true believer be ashamed of the One who endured 

the cross for them?  

Here is the summary of the progression of events. Peter shares the gospel, they accepted 

and believed the message, and THEN they were baptized. This is the pattern all 

throughout the New Testament. 

III. The Promise of the Gospel (vs. 39) 

This message wasn’t just for the Jews. This message wasn’t just for the Gentiles. This message 

of salvation was for all men because all men have sinned and need to be saved. Titus 2:11, “For 

the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men.” The focus of the gospel is upon 

the grace of Jesus Christ that is offered to all men. That’s why John 3:16 clarifies that “For God 

so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him shall not 

perish but have eternal life.” It is offered to everyone. This gift isn’t for the elite, the proud, the 

educated, the intelligent or a specific race of people. It is for everyone. 2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is 

not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for 

any to perish but for ALL to come to repentance.” The promise of the gospel is that it is for ALL. 

Church consider all that we have been given. We have received the Good News. We have 

received the gift of salvation. We have the Lord’s promise that this message is for all. But, we 

also have the Lord’s presence and power. Acts 1:8 says, “But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” If you are a Christian, you have 

believed in your heart and confessed with your mouth that Jesus is Lord then the Bible says that 

the Holy Spirit of God resides within you. This means that the same power that raised Jesus from 

the dead lives within you. The power to share the gospel doesn’t come from man. It comes from 

the Holy Spirit. The word “witness” in this passage refers to someone who tells what he has seen 

and heard. When you are on the witness stand in court, the judge is not interested in your ideas or 
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opinions. He only wants to hear what you know. In a similar way all of God’s people are called 

to be witnesses and tell the lost about the Savior. Every Christian can bear faithful witness of the 

Savior. He has commanded us and called us to go into the world to share the gospel with 

everyone that men will be saved. Somebody will inevitably say, “Yeah, preacher that’s your 

job.” No friend it’s all of our jobs. The Word of God calls us all ministers. At age 87 John 

Wesley said it well, “Give me one hundred Christians who fear nothing but sin and desire 

nothing but God, and I care not a straw whether they be clergymen or laymen: such alone 

will shake the gates of hell, and set up the Kingdom of Heaven upon earth.”  

IV. The Power of the Gospel (vs. 40-42) 

Paul explained the power of the gospel in Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 

for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 

Greek.” Power was the one thing that Rome boasted of the most. After all, they were the 

conquerors of the ancient world. They had Roman legions stationed all over the world. They had 

great power. But they didn’t have the power to do what the Gospel did. They had the power to 

build kingdoms but their power could not in any way compare to the power of God. Paul wasn’t 

ashamed because he knew that he was taking to sinful Rome the only message that had the 

power to change men’s lives. He had seen the Gospel work in other cities, but more importantly 

the Gospel had changed his own life. He knew that the Gospel would go to work and change the 

lives of others. There is no power like the power of God. The power of God changes us and 

forgives us. Jesus, Himself, said in Luke 5:24, “You may know that the Son of Man has 

authority on earth to forgive sins.”  

Peter is preaching, “Be saved from this perverse generation.” How did they respond? The power 

of the gospel is that it moved them and led them to salvation through Jesus. The Gospel doesn’t 

just lead us to joy, peace, excitement, hope, and purpose. It leads us to salvation. This is the 

evidence of the Gospel’s Power – it delivers and sets free. “Salvation” in its simplest form means 

“Deliverance.” It is the Gospel that explains how we can be delivered from all of our sins. When 

we put our faith in Him and depend upon Him as the sacrificial atonement for our sins then we 

are saved and delivered. Here in Acts 2 on this one day 3,000 souls were saved and added to the 

church. It was an amazing move of God as He demonstrated the power of the gospel. 

I think it is important to point out, though, that the power of the gospel wasn’t seen only in 

salvation. It was also clearly seen in their devotion to follow the Lord. This salvation wasn’t a 

momentary thing. It continued to produce fruit in their lives which is evident by their devotion to 

teaching, fellowship, the breaking of bread, and prayer. May God help us to see the same results 

of the gospel in our own lives. May we be changed by it, committed to it, and courageously 

taking the good news to the ends of the earth. Yes, it is good news for all, but we must take it to 

the ends of the earth for all to hear. Carl Henry said it best, “The Gospel is only good news if 

it gets there in time.” 
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Summary: In this message Pastor Matthew shows how the Gospel of Jesus Christ is good news 

that is intended for all. It is the calling of each Christian to take this good news to the end of the 

world.  

Key Words: Foundation, Evangelism, Gospel, Mission 
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