
God’s Gameplan: Avoiding Defeat 

Joshua 6:27-7:13 

It is hard to believe that the Summer time is coming to a quick end. Several of the kids have 

already started back to school and others are starting very soon. The Summer has flown by, but 

this isn’t completely bad news. The ending of Summer clearly points out that Fall is right around 

the corner. Fall brings many thoughts and images to mind. Some think of the colors and the 

changing leaves. Others think of the cooler temperatures and the bonfires that we have in 

backyards. Some look forward to getting back into a consistent routine and schedule. But, there 

is something else that is always on my radar this time of year – FOOTBALL! Without question, 

football is my favorite sport. Though baseball is America’s national pastime, American football 

has become the most popular sport in our country. While it seems the majority of fans tune in 

during the Fall, the true, committed fans tune in all Summer long. It is easy to pay close attention 

when the season is in full swing. The lights are on. The cameras are there and it seems the world 

is watching. It can be exciting or disappointing, but it is always interesting. It is true that games 

are won on the field, but it is also true that the direction of the season is largely determined 

before the teams even take the field. Why? Because there is much planning, preparation, and 

hard work that must take place before the teams ever suit up for the game. **ILL: New 

basketball coach in 7
th

 grade. He made us work on conditioning, dribbling, and passing for two 

weeks before he ever let us take a shot. I thought he was crazy, but he had a plan in mind and he 

was forcing us to prepare. What players do during the offseason and what coaches plan during 

the offseason is vitally important to the success of the team. If they plan and prepare well during 

the offseason when the world isn’t watching, it is usually obvious in the Fall. But if they fail to 

prepare and plan, you can guarantee that the season will be a disappointment. In the same way 

that a coach will design a game plan for a victorious season and will map it out for his players to 

implement, we see that God has done the same thing for us through His Word.  

I believe wholeheartedly that God wants us to experience victory in life. I enjoy winning. I strive 

to win in everything I do. If my kids and I are playing “Go Fish”, I try to win. If I am arm 

wrestling one of the other pastors, I aim to win. The same is true in sports.  There is nothing 

wrong with those types of victories, but that is not the type of victory that I am talking about 

through this series of sermons. I am talking about winning in life. As we open God’s Word, we 

are answering questions such as: How do we win in life? How do we experience victory when 

we live in a fallen world? How do we overcome when we have obstacles in our path and an 

enemy that is trying to destroy our lives? How do we win when we must make a million 

decisions in life prior to knowing the outcome of each situation? I am thankful that God didn’t 

leave us in the dark on these issues. God has given us a game plan for living a victorious life. To 

answer these questions, we are looking to the book of Joshua to discover God’s Game Plan for 

our lives. We saw recently that the first key to God’s Game Plan is that we must plan for success. 

God’s definition of success and the world’s definition for success, though, are very different. I 

encourage you to go online and listen to the message if you missed it. Today we come to the 

second key to God’s Game Plan: Avoiding Defeat. 
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I want to say clearly that the only reason that we can have victory in life and avoid defeat is 

because of what God has done for us. You may feel that this message is too late for you. Perhaps 

you are looking at a career that didn’t pan out like you envisioned or a marriage that ended in 

divorce or just that life has handed you a ton of impossible situations. You may be here this 

morning and already feel completely defeated at work, at home, or in life altogether. The fact, 

though, is that because of God and His amazing power, regardless of your situation you can 

experience victory instead. But to do so, you must apply God’s Game Plan. This passage of 

Scripture takes us on a journey where we will observe three main observations: God’s Plan, 

Man’s Problem, and God’s Prescription. Let’s dig in a little further. 

I. God’s Plan for Victory (vs. 6:27) 

It is a fact in life that we all experience setbacks at times. A failed grade, a job lost, an 

unexpected injury, a bad diagnosis, a terrible loss – all of these things can set us back. At times, 

we all experience difficulty and maybe even failure. However, none of these things have to 

defeat us or define us. When it comes to our life we can have victory, but the only way to 

experience this victory is to order your life according to God’s Word. Hall of Fame Coach Joe 

Gibbs summarized it well, “Life to me is a game, and you and I are the players. God is our Head 

Coach, and no one wants to lose in the biggest game of all.” We see here in Joshua 6:27 that God 

had planned for Joshua and the Israelites’ victory. The verse simply says, “So the Lord was with 

Joshua, and his fame was in all the land.” What a powerful statement! Who wouldn’t want this to 

be said of them? It is important for us to understand that Joshua wasn’t experiencing success 

because of his amazing ability or talents. Joshua wasn’t experiencing this victory because he was 

so smart, wonderful, and powerful. He was experiencing this victory because God had 

commanded him and the Israelites to do two things: 

A. Have Faith in God 

At the beginning of the book of Joshua we see that God is working in the Israelites. It is a 

new season for them. Their previous leader has passed away. The older generation is now 

gone. There is a new generation of people with a new leader who has been raised up to 

lead them into new life in a fruitful land that God had promised them. While this was a 

time of excitement and celebration, there were also some major obstacles that stood in 

their way. They faced outside obstacles from aggressive enemies. This land that God 

had promised to give them and was leading them to was called Canaan. God’s promise 

was great and clear, but the land was already inhabited by more than 30 different people 

groups who wanted nothing to do with it. They weren’t just going to hand their land over. 

Additionally, they faced inside obstacles from doubts and fears. The previous 

generation had wandered in the wilderness for 40 years and had made no progress to 

conquer the land. This could easily cause the current generation to doubt God’s plan and 

attempt to go their own way. But God’s clear plan for victory started with His command 

to Joshua in Joshua 1:6-7a, 9, “Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people 

possession of the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. Only be strong and 

very courageous…Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not 

tremble or be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” This is not 
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God calling Joshua to psych himself up. This isn’t God saying, “Man up, Joshua, and go 

to battle.” This is a statement of moral courage. God is calling Joshua to believe that He 

is with him, to believe that God is going to give the victory. If Joshua would truly have 

faith in God, he would have no reason to be afraid. He would actually be strong and very 

courageous. But his courage was completely dependent on his faith in God. According to 

Joshua 6:27, that is exactly what he had done.  

This is what God calls each of us to as well. If we want to experience true victory in life, 

we must have faith in God. 1 John 5:4-5 says it clearly, “For whatever is born of God 

overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world – our faith. Who 

is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” 

If we want to live our lives to truly matter when this life is over, we must believe and 

have faith in God. 

B. Follow His Ways 

This was the second command God gave to Joshua. In Joshua 1:7b-8 God instructed, 

“Be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do 

not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go. 

This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day 

and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then 

you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.” Notice what is 

happening. God is telling Joshua, “I will lead you every step of the way. Just take my 

Word. Read it. Reflect on it. Apply it daily and I will show you what to do and you will 

have success.” Now, everybody wants to achieve success. I’ve never known anyone who 

really wanted to fail. We all want to do well. The problem, though, is that some think that 

worldly success is all that matters. They strive for recognition, fame, wealth, power, 

position, and respect. But, we must remember that Jesus asked, “What does it profit a 

man if he gains the whole world and loses his own soul?” In other words, you can have 

success in the world’s eyes and completely lose in life if you aren’t believing in God and 

following Him. Super Bowl winning Coach Tony Dungy agrees. On the very week of 

the Super Bowl he had many things on his mind, but listen to his own words about what 

was most pressing. He said, “The Super Bowl is great, but it’s not the greatest thing. My 

focus over the two weeks leading up to the Super Bowl was Matthew 16:26, in which 

Jesus asks, ‘And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own 

soul?’ Our guys could gain all the accolades and success of this world yet lose touch with 

their priorities, their principles, and the very God who loves them. I knew that if my faith 

was that central to me, giving me such hope and joy and peace, it would be irresponsible 

for me not to share it.” 

Friends, if you want to truly live a life that matters for eternity, if you want to live in 

spiritual victory, you must follow God and His ways. This is exactly what Joshua and the 

Israelites were now doing. They hadn’t always done it in the past, but it was a new day, a 

new season, so they trusted God and began to follow His Word. In Joshua 2, Joshua 

sought God’s direction and sent out spies to examine the land. In Joshua 3, Joshua 



4 
 

obeyed God’s Word and God worked a miracle by parting the Jordan River by allowing 

the Israelites to cross on dry land. In Joshua 4 and 5 they are still obeying God, following 

His plan and then they came to a major obstacle in Joshua 6. There was a huge city 

named Jericho that was completely surrounded by walls and guards. There was no way 

that they could defeat Jericho in their own strength. But they turned to God and His 

instruction and obeyed. This resulted in an amazing victory. It was obvious that God had 

a plan for their victory if only they would continually have faith in Him and follow Him.  

This is still the case for us today. Remember, God promised Joshua that he would have 

success if he meditated on His Law and was careful to do everything in it. This is the 

same truth that is presented in Psalm 1:1-3, “How blessed is the man who does not walk 

in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffer! 

But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night. He 

will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in its season 

and its leaf does not wither; and in whatever he does, he prospers.” The problem for 

many of us is that we don’t know what God’s Word says. We are too busy to get in it and 

study. The problem for others is that we simply don’t care. We tend to be more concerned 

with what is popular, pleasing to self, or politically correct. But, I’m telling you that you 

will have success according to God’s definition when you value His Word and commit to 

follow Him.  

II. Man’s Problem Exposed (vs. 7:1-6) 

Now if the story ended in Joshua 6:27, we would likely leave here and think that the reason 

Joshua was so victorious was because of his own strength, ability, or skill. However, we see 

quickly that the only reason that Joshua had experienced victory was because of the grace of God 

and Joshua’s dependence upon Him. Joshua and the Israelites had just experienced the greatest 

victory in the history of their people. The story of the fall of Jericho would send shock waves 

through the ancient world. Joshua would become famous and everyone would begin to know 

about Joshua and the Israelites. It was an epic day and a miraculous time. However, I am 

reminded of the words of the Warren Wiersbe, “We are never more vulnerable than when on 

the heels of great victory.” Something about victory causes us to be complacent and negligent to 

the true things that matter. This was the case with Joshua and the Israelites. The Israelites had 

experienced great success; however, that all changed with the small three letter word in Joshua 

7:1 - “But.” A change, a negative change, was about to come. I want you to notice their 

downward spiral because I think it is a wake-up call for us today. Some of us are living in this 

same situation today. 

A. Man Rejected God’s Plan 

This is an important first point. This is the initial step that led to grave defeat. The 

Israelites rejected God’s plan for them. What did they do? They disobeyed God. In 

Joshua 6 God promised to give Jericho to them. He promised to accomplish something 

through them that they could never experience on their own. However, God commanded 

that the city was “under the ban”, which meant that the Israelites couldn’t take the spoils 
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of Jericho for their own personal possessions. See, God was promising an impossible 

victory, but by giving the ban He was causing each of them to acknowledge that the 

victory was by God and for God. This victory was not about their fame, their wealth, 

their possessions, or their glory. It was about God, His name, and His glory. Joshua 

6:17a, 18-19 explains, “The city shall be under the ban, it and all that is in it belongs to 

the Lord…But as for you, only keep yourselves from the things under the ban, so that you 

do not covet them and take some of the things under the ban, and make the camp of Israel 

accursed and bring trouble on it. But all the silver and gold and articles of bronze and iron 

are holy to the Lord; they shall go into the treasury of the Lord.” 

Now back to Joshua 7, what happened when Israel conquered Jericho? The Bible says 

that one man, Achan, rejected God’s plan and resisted God’s command. He took some of 

the things from Jericho. In other words, he sinned. He missed God’s mark of perfection. 

Let me ask you a question this morning, “Who did his sin affect?” It affected all of Israel. 

Never forget the influence or effect of each person here this morning. I imagine that 

Achan probably thought to himself that his sin wouldn’t really matter. I imagine that he 

thought nobody would know. I imagine that he thought it wouldn’t harm anybody. It was 

just a small sin in the grand scheme of things. But, his selfishness and rebellion had a 

devastating effect on his brothers. In fact, notice how God described this sin. He said, 

“The sons of Israel acted unfaithfully.” In fact, in other parts of the Bible this action is 

called “the sin of Israel.” All of Israel stood guilty because of the sinful actions of one 

man. Friend, no matter how secretive a sin might be it affects the lives of others.  

The truth is that we can all relate to this. Many of us have been on teams where one 

person tries to go their own direction and it ends up costing the whole team. I have even 

been on a ministry staff before when the actions of one man caused significant hurt and 

pain to the whole group. But we can all relate to this because this is true of every single 

one of us. Just as Achan’s sin brought guilt and judgment upon them all, this is very 

similar to what happened to us when Adam, the very first man, sinned. The Bible says 

that God related to him and walked with him and commanded him specifically not to eat 

of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Why? Because God had a perfect plan for 

his life. But, Adam rejected God’s plan and ate of it anyway. He sinned and the sad result 

is that his sin has passed on to every man and woman ever born. Romans 5:12 explains, 

“Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and 

so death spread to all men, because all sinned.” The evidence of that is seen in every one 

of our lives today. Our path to defeat begins by rejecting God’s plan. 

B. Man Relied on His Own Ability 

Look back at the situation with Joshua. Achan has sinned against God and his sin is about 

to impact the entire nation of Israel, but Joshua has no idea what is going on. Joshua did 

what most anyone would do. They have conquered Jericho, so they are marching ahead to 

the next main city. He sent out some spies to check out Ai to determine what was needed. 

The spies came back and said, “Don’t send all of our soldiers to battle. Let them rest and 

relax. We don’t need our heavy-lifters. Ai is small. The people are weak. They are no 
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match for us. We’ve got this.” Please notice the subtle change that has taken place. Up to 

this point in the book of Joshua the people are trusting God and following Him and they 

are believing that God’s got this. But now that they have rejected God’s plan, sin is in the 

picture and they are now trusting their own abilities saying, “We’ve got this.” They had 

deceived themselves into thinking that they could win the victory on their own. Please 

understand this morning that your victory yesterday doesn’t guarantee your victory today. 

We don’t have victory in life because of some previous victory. We have victory today 

because we do the right things today. When it comes to life, we only have victory when 

we rely by faith on the Lord. This passage reveals that Joshua missed something very 

important – prayer. Joshua and the Israelites were so proud and confident in their abilities 

that they never took the time to pray and seek the Lord. They thought they could handle 

everything on their own. In fact, Joshua seemed more concerned about getting direction 

and advice from the spies than he was in getting direction from God. If Joshua and the 

Israelites had sought the Lord’s leading at any point along the way, they would not have 

experienced this defeat. But they were set on their wants, their ambitions, their abilities, 

and their actions. They thought they could handle it. Proverbs 3:5-7 reminds us, “Trust 

in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your 

ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in your 

own eyes; Fear the Lord and turn away from evil.”   

This is still true today. Many a man has learned of his sin and his need for a Savior, but 

has rejected the only Savior for some cheap substitute of good works. Please don’t get me 

wrong - community service, church attendance, serving others, thoughtful acts of 

kindness, etc. are all wonderful but none of these can change the fact that we have sinned 

and will suffer the consequences of it. **ILL: Nicodemus and rich young ruler. 

The man who rejects God’s plans and relies on his own ability to experience victory in 

life will experience the final step. 

C. Man Realized Terrible Defeat 

 

At the close of Joshua 6, Joshua appears almost invincible. The Lord was with him and 

his fame was all throughout the land. Now, there has been disobedience to God and the 

end result was defeat. That day, thirty-six men died. Thirty-six men lost may not sound 

like much to us, but it was devastating to Joshua. Suddenly, the same man who just stood 

invincible is clothed in grief and shame. He tore his clothes and fell on his face before 

God. This is absolute devastation for him. It was so devastating for him that even Joshua 

feels the need to blame someone. As is often the case, we rarely like to accept our 

responsibility in a wrong. Even Joshua seems to be blaming God for allowing this to 

happen. But, remember God is not a ruthless dictator. He is a compassionate and loving 

God Who has given us a mind to reason and a will to choose. God wasn’t to blame for 

this terrible defeat. The cause of all of it was sin. The same is true for us today. The Bible 

says it plainly, Romans 6:23a, “For the wages of sin is death.” When we reject God’s 
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plan and try in our own strength to overcome it, we are guaranteed to fail and be 

defeated. But, there is good news for Joshua and for us. The story isn’t over. 

 

III. God’s Prescription for Overcoming Defeat (vs. 7:10-13) 

Here is Joshua. He is burdened and broken over this whole situation. He has fallen on his face 

before the Lord. God then speaks and gives him two words of instruction for the Israelites to be 

restored to a right relationship with Him. Before he can lead the people to do this God gives a 

strong command, “Rise up!” It’s like God is saying, “Get up! Don’t waste time! Don’t make 

excuses! Now is the time! It is time to act now!” Then God gives these two instructions that are 

still true for us here today. 

A. Turn to God 

Notice what God commanded in verse 13, “Consecrate yourselves.” This action is often 

seen in the Old Testament before making a sacrifice to God or before witnessing a great 

act of God. It prepared them to approach God and reminded them of their sinfulness and 

His holiness. The word “consecrate” literally means “to sanctify, set apart, or dedicate.” 

This means that God is saying, “It’s time to draw the line in the sand and determine if 

you stand with Me or against Me.” There is no middle-ground with God. And because He 

alone is God, we should put our faith in Him and dedicate our lives completely to Him. If 

you want to be a victor in life, it starts by turning your life over to God.  

B. Turn From Your Sin 

Notice the final statement of verse 13. God said, “You cannot stand before your enemies 

until you have removed the things under the ban from your midst.” In other words, you 

can’t experience victory until you have dealt with your sin. The fact is that we are all 

sinners and we can do nothing to change that. We are all deserving of punishment 

because we have all sinned. But, because God is full of grace and mercy He sent His only 

Son, Jesus, as a substitute in our place. He literally bore the punishment of sin so that we 

can go free. But this doesn’t mean that we are free to keep sinning. It means that to 

experience forgiveness of sin and victory in life we must turn away from our sin, 

recognizing that Jesus died for our sins, and turn to God believing that He can give us 

victory and eternal life.  

**ILL: The entire message this morning can be summed up through three circles 

Coach Gibbs said it well, “In the game of life, there are only two teams: a winning team and a 

losing team. You are either on God’s team and will inherit eternal life in Heaven, or you are 

going to be on the losing team. The good news is that God wants you on His team...In order to 

get on God’s team, we need to accept Christ, admit we need Him, confess our sins, and ask Him 

to come live in us. The process is so simple even a child can understand it.”  

 

 


