
“Are You With Jesus?” 

Romans 6:3-6 

This morning as we open God’s Word, I am preaching a message that I wasn’t originally 

planning to preach today. I was planning for us to be back in our “Faith Under Fire” sermon 

series. We will plan to resume it next week and likely finish it up through May. My plans 

changed after our Easter services. Many of you were here to celebrate that day with us and it was 

a wonderful time of celebration. God moved in a mighty way as we saw forty people make 

decisions for Christ. In the following days, the Lord began to direct me to the focus of today’s 

message. On Easter Sunday I asked the question, “Have you been changed by Jesus?” Today I 

want to ask a second question, “Are you with Jesus?” Please think on it for just a moment. It 

isn’t a trick question. I am not looking for a weird answer. I am simply asking, “Have you 

personally believed in Jesus and received Him as your Lord and Savior?” If you have made this 

decision then you can answer confidently, “Yes, I’m with Jesus.” If you are with Jesus, I then 

wonder another question, “Do others know that you are with Jesus?” Is it public knowledge? 

Have you told others of the decision that you have made? Have you publicly identified with 

Christ? Perhaps you may be thinking, “Pastor, that is so difficult to do. I can’t just tell everybody 

this out loud.” Perhaps you feel like many that this is a personal and private decision between 

you and God. Perhaps your heart is gripped with fear or anxiety at the very thought of going 

public with your faith. But, you don’t have to be afraid. God has given us a very simple action to 

publicly proclaim to others that we are with Jesus. This action is baptism.  

It is true that the decision to believe in Christ as Lord is a personal decision, but this decision was 

never meant to be kept to yourself. We should want to tell everyone that we can that we are with 

Jesus and He Himself encourages us to do so. In Matthew 10:32-33 Jesus said, “Therefore 

everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in 

heaven.  But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in 

heaven.”  Baptism is God’s way of us publicly identifying with Jesus in His death, burial, and 

resurrection and confessing aloud that He is our Lord and Savior. This simply means that it is 

God’s way of us declaring “I’m With Jesus.”  

Before we get into the details of this message, I want to begin by stating the fact that one of the 

things that I love about Crosslink is that we are a very diverse body of believers. We have 

different people groups, languages, backgrounds, and cultures represented here every week. In 

addition to this, we have people from many different church backgrounds. Some come from 

Presbyterian, Pentecostal, Church of God, Methodist, Mennonite, Brethren, Non-denominational, 

interdenominational, Baptists, and all sorts of places. A good number of us were not raised in 

any sort of church or religious background but we are here today because God saved us and you 

are now a 1
st
 generation believer in your family. Though we have many differences represented, 

we all believe in the fundamentals of the faith and we are all joined together to fulfill the Great 

Commission and the Great Commandment. There are some areas, however, where our 

differences may be more apparent. When we identify a difference we have to ask one simple 

question, “What does the Bible say?” The bottom line when it comes to all topics and situations 

is that it doesn’t matter what I think, what I feel, what my background is, what my personal 



culture has been, etc. What matters is what God says about the topic. So instead of enforcing my 

ideas upon a given topic, I need to come to the Bible with an open heart and mind to learn what 

God has already said on a given topic. This is certainly true when it comes to the topic of 

baptism. God has clearly given us all we need to know about baptism. The question then for each 

of us is simple, “Are you with Jesus?” 

Read Text 

**ILL: Baptism Illustration. 

Baptism is an area of confusion for many believers. Different groups practice it different ways. 

Different groups have differing views about the importance of baptism. Some suggest that it isn’t 

necessary at all. Some suggest that a person isn’t really saved until they have taken this action. 

With so many differences it is easy to get lost in the confusion, but it doesn’t need to be 

confusing. God’s Word actually makes it very simple. Here at Crosslink we believe and teach 

that “Baptism by immersion is the Biblical means by which a believer publicly professes his or 

her faith in the crucified, risen Christ.” Today we will unpack this statement by answering four 

questions from Romans 6:3-4.   

I. The Picture of Baptism – This answers “What does baptism mean?” 

It is important to point out that there is nothing magical or miraculous about one’s act of baptism. 

It is simply a visual symbol and a sign of something far more important. Many preachers through 

the years have described baptism as an outward expression of an inward experience. In other 

words, it is outwardly demonstrating what has already occurred in one’s heart and life. So what 

does this picture communicate? 

A. It is a public statement of Faith 

The Scripture says we are “baptized into Christ.” The key here is that it demonstrates that 

we are now in relationship with Christ. Ephesians 2:1-6 (show text) explains what 

happened when we believed in Jesus Christ. We were dead in our trespasses and sins. We 

were separated from God and had no relationship. But for all who believe in Christ we 

are now forgiven, cleansed and reconciled to a right relationship with God. The Bible 

literally says that before Christ we were completely separated from God, but at the 

moment of salvation we are restored to a right relationship with God and positioned 

spiritually in Christ. Our baptism is a symbolic way of saying, “I am with Jesus. I belong 

to Him.” **ILL: We do the same thing in wedding celebrations today. A couple gets 

married, they exchange vows, and then they each give a ring. The ring is placed on one’s 

hand as an outward symbol of the relationship and the inward devotion of one’s heart. As 

I wear this ring, I am reminded that I belong to another. I remember well the details of 

that day and of the covenant that was made. Not only that, but this ring is a message to 

others that I belong to another. It is an outward symbol of my marriage relationship. In 

the same way, baptism is an outward symbol of our relationship with Christ. By being 

baptized we are saying that we belong to Another. 

B. A public statement of Fellowship 



It is important, though, to point out that baptism is far more than just the simple statement 

that we belong to Jesus. Notice what Paul says in Romans 6:4-5. Baptism is a visual 

picture of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. When we are baptized we are 

saying clearly that we believe in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ, but 

that is not all. We are also saying that we have died with Christ, have been buried with 

Christ, and we are now raised to walk in newness of life. In other words, we are united in 

fellowship with Him so closely that we are identified with Him in His death, burial, and 

resurrection. This may sound strange to some of us. You may be thinking, “Pastor, how 

can I identify with Christ’s death and burial while I am sitting here alive and well today?” 

The Bible is speaking of it in a spiritual sense. When we believe in Jesus and call upon 

Him to save us we become a brand new creation. 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if 

anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things 

have come.” This means that at the moment of salvation the old Matthew is dead and I 

am made a new creation. I am still living on this earth and living in this flesh. I still have 

the same name, same good looks 😊, same background, etc. However, I have been 

changed by Christ and I am now made a new man, to live a new life in Christ. Paul 

summarized it well in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no 

longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live 

by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” Because of this 

new life, the sins of the past no longer have power over us. Because of this new life we 

will live differently because our old man is dead. Colossians 3:1-5 says it well. (Show 

Text) We move forward to live in victory because of the new life we have in Christ. 

Warren Wiersbe said it this way, “In Jesus Christ we have died to sin so that we no 

longer continue in it. But we are not only dead to sin, we are alive in Christ. We have 

been raised from the dead and now walk in the power of His resurrection.” In other 

words, through baptism we are outwardly demonstrating what has already occurred 

spiritually. We are saying, “My life is not my own. The old me has been crucified with 

Christ, and I am now raised to walk in newness of life.” So, baptism is a public statement 

of our faith and of our fellowship with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection.  

 

II. The People for Baptism – This answers “Who should be baptized?” 

The answer to this question is simple. Paul says that all of us who are in Christ should be 

baptized. In other words, not just anybody should be baptized. If a person has not believed in 

Christ and received Him as Lord then they have no business being baptized. There are some 

today who hold to such a high view of baptism that they believe that baptism saves a person. 

They focus so much on the outward act that they promote it and say, “If you will do this, then 

you will be right with God.” But, friend, there is no outward work that we can do to earn 

salvation. Furthermore, there is nothing magical or holy about the Rockingham County water. If 

baptism could bring us peace with God and cause us to be in good standing with Him then we 

would force everyone to be baptized, but that is not what it means or how it works. We don’t get 

baptized to be saved, we get baptized because we have already been saved. In fact, that is the 

exact context of this entire portion of Scripture. In Romans 3 we are taught that all have sinned 



and come short of the glory of God. That there is none righteous not even one. In Romans 4 Paul 

went into great detail to explain that we are saved from and forgiven of our sins by believing in 

Jesus. Then in Romans 5 Paul expounds it even further. Romans 5:1-2a says, “Therefore, having 

been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 

also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand;” In other 

words, when Paul speaks of “all of us” who are in Christ he is referring specifically to those who 

have believed in Jesus Christ as Lord and as a result are standing before God close, cleansed and 

changed because of His grace. Now in Romans 6 he says that “We have been baptized.” 

This reality isn’t hard to understand. Every baptism recorded in the Bible had one key 

prerequisite – Belief. Belief always goes before baptism. Listen to just some of the biblical 

evidence: 

In Acts 2:38-39 Peter was preaching and said, “Repent, and each of you be BAPTIZED in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. For the promise is for you and your children and all who are far off, as many as the Lord 

will call to Himself.” Verse 41 tells their response, “So then, those who had received his word 

were baptized.” 

In Acts 8:5 we learn that “Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ 

to them.” Verse 12 tells their response, “But when they believed Philip preaching the good news 

about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and 

women alike.”  

In Acts 8:36-38 Philip was sharing the gospel with the Ethiopian eunuch. Listen closely to what 

took place. “As they went along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look! 

Water! What prevents me from being baptized?’  And Philip said, ‘If you believe with all your 

heart, you may.’  And he answered and said, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.’  

So he ordered the chariot to stop; and they both went down into the water, Philip as well as the 

eunuch, and he baptized him.”   

In Acts 16:30-33 Paul and Silas were ministering to a jailer. The man was convicted of his sins 

so he asked them, “What must I do to be saved?” Verses 31-33 tells what happened, “They said, 

‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.’ And they spoke the 

word of the Lord to him together with all who were in his house. And he took them that very 

hour of the night and washed their wounds, and immediately he was baptized, he and all his 

household.”  

The clear teaching and pattern of Scripture is hearing the Word of Christ, believing in Christ as 

Lord, then responding with public baptism. This means that a person is never baptized in order 

to be saved but because they have already been saved and want to demonstrate it publicly.  

This reality causes many people to reconsider some things. In fourteen years of pastoring I have 

been asked probably hundreds of times, “What do I do with my infant baptism?” There are many 

who grew up in homes where they were baptized as an infant and they were told their whole life 

that that baptism was sufficient for obeying Christ’s command. However, I want to clearly state 



that your parents likely had very noble and admirable intentions, but that baptism did nothing for 

you personally. It was not your personal decision. The decision to be baptized is as personal as 

the decision to receive the gift of salvation. Just as your parents couldn’t make you receive Christ 

as your personal Lord and Savior, they can’t make you have the right heart and motive for 

baptism. That is likely why not one time in all of Scripture do we read of a single infant being 

baptized. What we do read about over and over again are those who believe in Christ and are 

then baptized. As an infant we are incapable of making that decision.  

So, who should be baptized? All who believe in Jesus Christ as Lord.  

III. The Practice of Baptism – This answers “How should I be baptized?” 

It is at this point that things tend to get sensitive. Again, our emphasis must not be on my 

background or your background. Our focus needs to be on what the Bible says. Of all the 

baptisms recorded in the Bible you only find one way that this is practiced. The reason this is the 

case is because it was God’s ordained plan and because of the meaning of the word. The word 

“baptize” comes from the Greek word “baptizo” which literally means “to immerse.” The word 

was used in that culture to describe when a metal worker would immerse a piece of hot iron in 

the water to cool it, or when taking a cloth and immersing it in a dye to change its color, or in 

referring to ships that were sunk to the bottom of the sea. The word, however, took on new 

meaning when God raised up a man named John to begin baptizing followers. His actions earned 

him the nickname John the Baptist. Mark 1:4 explains, “John the Baptist appeared in the 

wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” In other words, John 

was preaching about the coming Savior and he would call the people to repent of their sins. Once 

they repented of their sins they would then respond by being baptizes as an outward public sign 

of the repentance that had happened in their hearts. It is important to point out, though, that this 

was not John just trying to be cool and start some new fad. In John 1:33 he explained why he 

started baptizing saying, “God sent me to baptize in water.”  

We still practice baptism by immersion today because it is biblical. In fact, it is the only biblical 

model and method. Jesus Himself approved this practice of baptism by setting the example for 

us. Mark 1:9-11 says, “In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by 

John in the Jordan. Immediately coming up out of the water, He saw the heavens opening and 

Spirit like a dove descending upon Him; and a voice came out of the heavens, ‘You are My 

beloved Son, in You I am well pleased’.” Jesus Himself was immersed and God the Father said 

He was pleased with Him. That should be evidence enough but there is much more. John 3:22-

23 explains, “After these things Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea, and there He 

was spending time with them and baptizing. John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, 

because there was much water there.  And people were coming and were being baptized.” 

Why did Jesus and John need much water? Simply because they were baptizing by immersion. 

But, then Jesus took it a step further when He gave us the Great Commission and commanded us 

in Matthew 28:19, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” Again what does this word for “baptize” 

mean? It means “to immerse.” So, follow the progression with me. God commanded John to 

immerse in water and then before Jesus started His ministry He was baptized by John. Then 



during His ministry Jesus and His disciples also practiced baptism by immersion. And then, 

before ascending to heaven Jesus commanded His disciples to go into all the world making 

disciples and immersing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The point is clear 

that baptism should be biblically practiced by immersion. If God wanted us to practice it in some 

other way He would have instructed us accordingly. There is a Greek word for “sprinkle” that is 

found six times in the New Testament and a word for “pour” that is used fifteen times in the New 

Testament. In all of these occasions none of these words are ever used in reference to baptism. 

The only method modeled, taught, encouraged and commanded is by immersion.  

So, why is this such a big issue? Why have so many gotten away from the biblical meaning and 

practice of baptism? And Why does it matter how we practice it? It matters because of what the 

practice conveys about Christ. In other words, the method of baptism is important because of the 

meaning. The method of the baptism should accurately convey the meaning. Baptism is to be a 

picture of the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. In other words, just as Jesus was lifted up 

on a cross where He died, we enter the waters of baptism standing up right for others to see. Just 

as Jesus’s body was taken and went down into the tomb, we are immersed down into the water. 

Then as Jesus was raised to new life on the third day and came out of the tomb, we picture that 

by coming up out of the water. It is important that we have an accurate picture to represent 

reality.  

**ILL: Heather and I both have cell phones. Hers is newer than mine and has just a few more 

bells and whistles. One of the differences in our phones is that she has all kinds of emojis. She 

has just started learning them and it’s been kind of funny. My phone is older so there are some 

emojis that my phone simply won’t receive and there are some where it simply misinterprets 

what is sent. For example, the other day Heather sent me a text to say that she loved me and was 

thinking of me. Then at the end she put a smiley face emoji. So, I responded to her text and told 

her I loved her. I then teased with her about her use of the emoji and asked her if she had any 

emojis that were more romantic and showed how much she loved me. So, I waited in anticipation 

and this is what I received (show the emoji that is sound a sleep with the “z’s”). I thought, “You 

mean that your so in love with me that I bore you and put you to sleep.” It wasn’t a very accurate 

picture of what she was trying to convey. Then I asked for another one. Now, I learned later that 

from her phone she sent this blushing emoji (show image). But in my old phone here is what I 

received (show the emoji that is bug-eyed in shock.) That wasn’t an accurate picture either. 

Finally, she sent me this one (the kissing emoji) which was more accurate with what she was 

saying. The point in this silly illustration is that the picture needs to accurately express what is 

meant. If the picture isn’t accurate then the true meaning is distorted, confused, or sadly 

completely lost. Baptism by immersion alone is the only form of baptism that accurately depicts 

the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. No other method or form accurately expresses the 

reality that we are dead, buried and raised with Christ to walk in newness of life.  

IV. The Purpose of Baptism – This answers “Why should you baptized?”  

It needs to be clearly stated that there is only one group of people that is excused from being 

baptized and that is those who have not yet believed in Christ as their Savior. If you haven’t put 

your faith in Jesus I urge you today to make that decision to trust in Christ as your Lord. 



If you have trusted in Christ as your Savior I want you to understand this morning that it is a 

privilege to be baptized. Baptism isn’t a burden. It’s a blessing. Here is why you should 

biblically baptized:  

A. To follow Jesus’s example 

It is interesting to note that in the gospels we have nearly 100 references to Jesus calling 

others to follow Him. In fact, those who believed in Jesus and stuck with Him were often 

times called “followers.” We used to play the game “I’m following the leader wherever 

He may go.” As a Christian, I should be baptized to follow the example of my Lord and 

Savior.  

B. To obey Jesus’s command 

 

Jesus commanded that His disciples should be baptized in the name of the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit. This means that a refusal to be baptized is an act of disobedience to the 

Lord. One of the ways that we demonstrate our love for the Lord is by obeying Him. 

Jesus said in John 14:15, 21, “If you love me, you will keep My commandments…He 

who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves 

Me will be love by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.” 

 

C. To publicly announce that Jesus is your Lord 

This has been the focus of the entire message. It is God’s designed way of us publicly 

saying before the body of believers, that we are identify with Jesus Christ. It is God’s 

way for us to publicly declare “I’m With Jesus.”  

 

 

 


