
“What’s Stopping You?” 

Acts 8:24-40 

This morning is a special day at Crosslink because we have several individuals who will be coming 

forward to be baptized. Many of us are here today because this is our church home. Some of us 

are here today and came having absolutely no idea that we would have baptisms. And, some of 

you came today because you were personally invited to be a part of this time of celebration. 

Regardless of why you came and how you got here, I am thrilled that you are here today. I believe 

wholeheartedly that this is a wonderful day and we have great reason to celebrate.  

I imagine, in a group this size, that there are likely some who are looking at the practice and the 

idea of baptism with much confusion. If we think about it, the whole baptism scene is quite strange. 

I can envision two guys going to lunch tomorrow talking about what they did over the weekend. 

The one guy says “Yeah, well I took the family to church on Sunday.” His friend says, “That’s 

great. How did it go?” “Well, it was great, but something was weird.” The friend asks, “Oh yeah, 

what’s that?” “The music was normal, the message was ok, the people were nice, but at the end, 

they pulled out this big bathtub.” The friend asks, “A bathtub, what kind of church is this?” The 

man goes on, “I’m not really sure. But there was a huge bathtub and after a few words the pastor 

got into the bathtub right in front of everybody.” The friend asks the obvious question, “You’re 

kidding, right?” The man continues, “I’m serious. The pastor walked off the stage and got into the 

bathtub with all his clothes on. And then other people did the same thing.” The friend responds, 

“Well, that’s totally weird! What kind of people were getting in the tub?” The man responds, “All 

kinds of people. There were some children, some teenagers, grown men and women, even a few 

grandparents. They were various races and languages. It was crazy.” The friend asked, “What on 

earth happened in the tub?” The man goes on, “The pastor asked if they had believed in Jesus. The 

people said, ‘Yes.’ And then, just like that, he dunked ‘em under the water.” The friend asks, “Did 

he keep them under?” The man says, “I think he held some under for a good bit. I don’t know if 

he wanted to bring some of ‘em up because he seemed to hold them down for a while. But, yeah, 

he brought ‘em up out of the water and said something about New Life.” The friend asks, “Is that 

all?” The man says, “Well, then the people got out of the tub, dried off, and went about their merry 

way. The whole thing was strange.”  

If we think about it from that perspective, we quickly realize that baptism is indeed kind of strange. 

However, it is something that Jesus commanded. Jesus commissioned His disciples in Matthew 

28:19, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, BAPTIZING them in the name of the 

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” In other words, Jesus commanded the disciples to baptize 

all who believed in Him. This was His final command to His followers before He went back to 

Heaven. Certainly if this was important to Jesus, then it should also be important to us. The 

significance that Jesus placed on baptism causes us to consider “What is baptism? Why do we do 

this? Why is it such a big deal?” 

I believe it is important for us to be able to answer these questions this morning. There is much 

confusion today about what baptism is and what it’s all about. There is even confusion about how 

it is to be practiced. We are from many backgrounds and many places. You may feel that you know 
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every possible answer about baptism and you may feel that you know absolutely nothing. Anytime 

we are addressing something in our lives that seems unclear we aren’t to ask, “How do I feel about 

this?” Or, “What does so and so say about it?” “What did my grandmother believe?” In everything 

we face, we should look to God’s Word and ask, “What does God say? What has He told us in His 

Word?” The reality is that baptism is very clear in God’s Word. It is simple and easy to understand. 

God is not the author of confusion. The only reason baptism is often confusing and complicated is 

because man has added to it and put their own spin on it. Man has diluted and polluted what God 

gave as pure and simple truth. Regardless of your background, experience, or denomination, I 

believe that the most important thing is that we recognize and prioritize the authority of God’s 

Word. If God’s Word has its proper place, then we should align our lives, our beliefs, and our 

actions to it and not the other way around. So, today we open God’s Word to a powerful illustration 

that tells us much that we need to know about baptism. 

Read Text 

This story of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch is a powerful story of God’s work in drawing 

someone to receive the gift of salvation. The passage starts with the man named Philip who was a 

deacon in the early church. He was a man who was noted as being full of the Holy Spirit and full 

of wisdom and was commissioned by the church to serve. He had been in the region of Samaria 

sharing the Gospel with others when the angel of the Lord told him to go down to the desert road 

that went to Gaza. Philip did as he was told. As he went he noticed that there was a chariot on the 

road. It was likely very ornate and elaborate and belonged to Candace the Queen of Ethiopia. It 

would have quickly gotten Philip’s attention. I’m sure he wondered why the chariot was there and 

what significant person was there. Then the Holy Spirit said, “Go and join this chariot.” Philip did 

just that. As he approached the chariot he saw that there was a man there, the eunuch from Ethiopia. 

He noticed that the man was reading aloud, so Philip began to listen. He quickly recognized that 

the man was reading from the Old Testament prophet Isaiah. Philip started the conversation by 

asking if the man could understand what he was reading. The man asked Philip, “How can I 

understand what I am reading unless someone guides me?” He then invited Philip to sit with him 

in the chariot. Philip willingly obliged and began a conversation that would change the man’s life. 

The eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to worship God, but was now on his route home. It is highly 

likely that if he and his people were to align with the Jews they would have to know the Jewish 

customs and Jewish laws. Somehow in this process he received a portion of the Jewish Scriptures 

because he was reading from the prophet Isaiah who had written nearly 600 years prior to this 

moment. So, he is reading about this Lamb who was led to the slaughter who willingly stood silent 

before His accusers. This Lamb literally and willingly gave His life for all. This immediately got 

the attention of the eunuch. He knew that this was far different than anything else he had ever seen. 

That culture was like our own – everyone was looking out for themselves. Even the “righteous” 

Jews looked out only for themselves. But the eunuch recognized that the person spoken of was 

willingly and humbly giving His life for the benefit of others. So, the eunuch asks, “Is the prophet 

talking about himself or someone else?” The eunuch was desperate to know. Verse 35 explains 

simply that “Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him.” 

This means that Philip explained that Isaiah was speaking of a Savior Who would one day come 

Who would be perfect and innocent. He would be like a spotless lamb and He would give His life 
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for all. Philip then told him about the virgin birth, about Jesus’ sinless life, His incredible miracles, 

His inarguable proofs of Who He is, His gruesome death, and His victorious resurrection and His 

clear commission to make disciples throughout all the world. He explained it all. Simply put, he 

shared the Good News of the Gospel – that Jesus died for the sins of all mankind and rose again 

from the grave. Philip preached Jesus to him.  

It is here that we pick up the story in verse 36. Having heard the Good News of Jesus, the man had 

heard enough. He knew in his heart at this moment that Jesus wasn’t just a man. He knew in this 

moment that Jesus was God in flesh. He knew in this moment that Jesus was Lord. He knew in 

this moment that the story was true. So, he asked another honest question. He commanded the 

chariot to stop and said, “Look! Water! What prevents me from being baptized?” In other words, 

“I hear the message that you are telling me. I see water right there. Is there anything that should 

stop me from being baptized?” That is the question I am asking you today. Is there anything 

preventing you from being baptized today? Is there anything in your life that is stopping you from 

being obedient to the Lord? Is there anything stopping you from following His example? Is there 

anything causing you to put off until later what you know you should do today? Is there anything 

stopping you? It is interesting to point out that Philip preached Jesus but the eunuch pointed out 

baptism. Why? Because from Philip’s sharing, the eunuch understood that those who believe in 

Jesus and follow Him as Lord are identified with Jesus through baptism. He was ready to make 

this decision. The eunuch had found in Jesus what he couldn’t find in Jerusalem. In 

Jerusalem he found only disillusionment, but in Jesus he found deliverance. As a result, he 

made the decision to follow Jesus and wanted to be baptized.  

In our time together today, I want to answer four primary and simple questions about baptism. My 

hope is that God will help you to learn more about baptism, but that you will also be able to 

determine to let nothing stop you from obeying God.  

I. Who Should Be Baptized? (vs. 37) 

I want you to consider the implications of the eunuch’s question, “What prevents me from being 

baptized?” He is basically saying, “What do I have to do? What is standing in the way of me 

identifying with Jesus?” I think there are several things to point out here.  

First, your opportunity to baptized is not based upon race. The eunuch was from Ethiopia and 

he had just been to Jerusalem to worship. He likely had gone to learn about the Jewish God, but 

had been rejected and sent away. He was a Gentile to them. It would be easy to conclude, since 

Jesus was a Jew, that He came only to save the Jews, but Philip was quick to point out that being 

baptized had nothing to do with the color of his skin or the race that he was born in. 

Second, your opportunity to be baptized is not based upon your position or influence. It is 

true that there were some eunuchs in that day who were looked down upon as second-class citizens, 

but that was not at all the case with this man. He was a high-ranking court official for Candace the 

Queen of Ethiopia. He was a man of great respect and authority. He likely had servants who did 

as he commanded. He likely gave advice and counsel of various matters in the kingdom. However, 

his high position couldn’t help him earn the right to baptized or hinder him from the opportunity 

to be baptized. Being baptized had nothing to do with how powerful and influential he was. 
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Third, your opportunity to be baptized is not based upon your good works. Not only was this 

man a court official for the Queen, but we see that he was a man of integrity and highly trusted. 

The Scripture tells us that he was in charge of ALL her treasure. That’s some serious trust. He was 

responsible for protecting and overseeing all the wealth of the Queen. Then we see that he was 

allowed to make the long trip to Jerusalem without any other authority watching over his shoulder. 

The point is that in the eyes of the world this was a good and respectable man. But, it is important 

to point out that not even his integrity and good works could earn him the opportunity to be 

baptized.  

There was one prerequisite to baptism. Philip explained it in verse 37, “If you believe with all your 

heart.” In other words, in order to be baptized. you must simply believe in Jesus Christ as Lord 

and Savior. It doesn’t matter your age, your background, your race, your wealth, or anything else. 

The only thing that matters is whether you have believed in Jesus Christ to be your Lord and 

Savior. This reality isn’t hard to understand. Every baptism recorded in the Bible had one key 

prerequisite – Belief. Belief always goes before baptism. We see this clearly in this text. As soon 

as these words came out of Philip’s mouth, the eunuch immediately and confidently confessed 

aloud his faith in Jesus. He confessed, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” Friend, that 

is when salvation begins. When we believe in our heart and confess Jesus as Lord we are saved. 

Romans 10:9-13, “that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart 

that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting 

in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. For the Scripture says, 

‘whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed.’ For there is no distinction between Jew and 

Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him; for ‘whoever 

will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ ” 

Please understand the progression here. The eunuch wasn’t baptized in order that he might believe 

and be saved. If he was baptized first, he’d merely be going through the motions. There is nothing 

magical or supernatural about the water from Rockingham County or the act of baptism itself. 

Philip clearly stated that we must believe first, and if we do, then we should be baptized. The man 

was ready. He had heard the Word of God, understood the message of Christ, believed in Jesus, 

and now stood ready to be baptized. 

Who should be baptized? Everyone who believes in Jesus as Lord and Savior. This is why we call 

it “Believer’s Baptism”. The clear teaching and pattern of Scripture is hearing the Word of Christ, 

believing in Christ as Lord, then responding with public baptism. This means that a person is 

never baptized in order to be saved, but because they have already been saved and want to 

demonstrate it publicly.  

II. When Should A Believer Be Baptized? (vs. 38a) 

I love the urgency of this man’s response. He has responded already with immediate belief to 

accept that Jesus is Lord. Now that Philip has explained what is required to be baptized, again, he 

doesn’t delay or debate. He doesn’t say, “Well, let me think on this.” He doesn’t say, “What will 

others think of me?” He doesn’t make excuses, “This is crazy. I am a grown man. I’m not getting 

down into that water. Philip, I don’t even have a change of clothes. Doesn’t God just know my 
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heart? Isn’t what my parents did for me before I understood the truth enough for me?” He didn’t 

try to argue with God’s Word and didn’t try to bend the message to meet his wants. He recognized 

the amazing opportunity that was being offered to him. The opportunity to believe in Jesus and to 

make it public through baptism was too great to miss. The Scripture says simply, “He ordered the 

chariot to stop.” In other words, he wanted to be baptized as soon as possible. He didn’t want 

anything to stop him or hinder him from being identified with his Lord and Savior Jesus. When 

should a believer be baptized? There is one simple answer, as soon as possible. 

Maybe that sounds strange to you, but consider some of the biblical evidence: 

In Acts 2:38-39 Peter was preaching on the day of Pentecost and said, “Repent, and each of you 

be BAPTIZED in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive 

the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, 

as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.” Verse 41 tells their response, “So then, those 

who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand 

souls.” 

In Acts 8:5 we learn that “Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ 

to them.” Verse 12 tells their response, “But when they believed Philip preaching the good news 

about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and 

women alike.”  

In Acts 16:14b-15 Paul shared the Gospel with Lydia, a successful businesswoman from Thyatira. 

The Bible says, “The Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul. And when 

she and her household had been baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to be 

faithful to the Lord, come into my house and stay.’ ” In other words, she responded by faith and 

was soon after baptized.  

In Acts 16:30-33 Paul and Silas were ministering to a jailer. The man was convicted of his sins so 

he asked them, “What must I do to be saved?” Verses 31-33 tells what happened, “They said, 

‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.’ And they spoke the 

word of the Lord to him together with all who were in his house. And he took them that very 

hour of the night and washed their wounds, and immediately he was baptized, he and all his 

household.”  

This is just a small sample. The same happened with Cornelius in Acts 10. He and his household 

believed and they were baptized. The same happened in Acts 19 when Paul went to Ephesus. They 

were baptized immediately. Let me ask you this morning, “What’s stopping you from being 

baptized?” Have you believed in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior? If so, have you been baptized? 

There is no time like the present to say, “Yes” to the Lord. **ILL: As a pastor, I have seen this 

happen on numerous occasions as God has stirred people to immediate obedience. Damien Wilson 

in the creek in Shawsville. Jamie King in the baptism pool at Good Shepherd. Those stand out as 

extreme cases, but it shouldn’t be extreme. It should be the norm for those who want to obey the 

Lord.  
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The question for many of us is still the same as in Acts 22:16a. It is the last time that the word 

“baptize” is used in the book of Acts. Here was the question then. It’s the same for us today, “Now 

why do you delay? Get up and be baptized.” 

III. How Should A Believer Be Baptized? (vs. 38b) 

Our text tells us that the eunuch didn’t just stop the chariot for fun. He saw a body of water. He 

had believed in Jesus Christ to be Lord and Savior, so he stopped the chariot and immediately he 

and Philip went down into the water where he was baptized. Again, the Greek word means that 

there in the water he was immersed. He was not baptized by sprinkling, pouring, or any other 

method. Interestingly, none of those other methods were introduced until a few centuries later. The 

biblical model and method of baptism is always by immersion.  

It is at this point that things tend to get sensitive for us. Again, our emphasis must not be on my 

background or your background. Our focus needs to be on what the Bible says. The Bible is our 

authority, not our experiences, our opinions, or even our feelings. What does the Bible say? Of all 

the baptisms recorded in the Bible you only find one way that baptism is practiced. The reason this 

is the case is because it was God’s ordained plan and because of the meaning of the word. The 

word “baptize” comes from the Greek word “baptizo”, which literally means “to immerse, to 

submerge.” The word was used in that culture to describe when a metal worker would immerse a 

piece of hot iron in the water to cool it, or when taking a cloth and immersing it in a dye to change 

its color, or in referring to ships that were sunk to the bottom of the sea. The word, however, took 

on new meaning when God raised up a man named John to begin baptizing followers. His actions 

earned him the nickname John the Baptist. Mark 1:4 explains, “John the Baptist appeared in the 

wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” In other words, John 

was preaching about the coming Savior and he would call the people to repent of their sins. Once 

they repented of their sins, they would then respond by being baptized as an outward public sign 

of the repentance that had happened in their hearts. It is important to point out, though, that this 

was not John just trying to be cool and start some new fad. In John 1:33 he explained why he 

started baptizing saying, “God sent me to baptize in water.”  

Here at Crosslink we still practice baptism by immersion today because it is biblical. In fact, 

baptism by immersion is the only biblical model and method. You will not find another method of 

baptism in the entire Bible. Jesus Himself approved this practice of baptism by setting the example 

for us. Mark 1:9-11 says, “In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized 

by John in the Jordan. Immediately coming up out of the water, He saw the heavens opening, 

and the Spirit like a dove descending upon Him; and a voice came out of the heavens: ‘You are 

My beloved Son, in You I am well pleased.’ ” Jesus Himself was immersed and God the Father 

said He was pleased with Him. That should be evidence enough, but there is much more. John 

3:22-23 explains, “After these things Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea, and there 

He was spending time with them and baptizing. John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, 

because there was much water there; and people were coming and were being baptized.” Why 

did Jesus and John need much water? Because they were baptizing by immersion. But, then Jesus 

took it a step further when He gave us the Great Commission and commanded us in Matthew 

28:19, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
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and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” Again, what does this word for “baptize” mean? It means “to 

immerse.” So, follow the progression with me. God commanded John to immerse in water and 

then before Jesus started His ministry He was immersed by John. Then during His ministry Jesus 

and His disciples also practiced baptism by immersion. And then, before ascending to heaven Jesus 

commanded His disciples to go into all the world making disciples and immersing them in the 

name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The point is clear that baptism should be biblically 

practiced by immersion. If God wanted us to practice it in some other way He would have 

instructed us accordingly. There is a Greek word for “sprinkle” that is found six times in the New 

Testament and a word for “pour” that is used fifteen times in the New Testament. But, in every 

single one of those occasions none of these words are ever used in reference to baptism in any 

way, shape, or form. Thus, the only method modeled, taught, encouraged, and commanded in 

Scripture is by immersion.  

So, why is this such a big issue? Why have so many gotten away from the biblical meaning and 

practice of baptism? And why does it matter how we practice it? It matters because of what the 

practice of baptism portrays about Christ and our relation to Him. In other words, the method of 

baptism is important because of what it means. The method of the baptism should accurately 

convey the meaning. Baptism is to be a picture of the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. 

Romans 6:3-5 explains, “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 

have been baptized into His death? Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into 

death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might 

walk in newness of life. For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, 

certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection.” Baptism is a picture of our 

identification with Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. In other words, just as Jesus was lifted 

up on a cross where He died, we enter the waters of baptism standing upright for others to see. Just 

as Jesus’s body was taken and went down into the tomb, we are immersed down into the water. 

Then as Jesus was raised to new life on the third day and came out of the tomb, we picture that by 

coming up out of the water. It is a public image of what Christ has done for us and our identification 

with Him. 

**ILL: The action of baptism should accurately portray its meaning. Have you ever been confused 

by a picture that seemed to contradict itself? Consider these examples. (SHOW PICS ON THE 

SCREEN). I’m being lighthearted, but the point is that the picture should be consistent with the 

message. It’s funny in these settings because it isn’t that important. However, when we are talking 

of Jesus and what He has done for us, we shouldn’t send mixed messages. In baptism we are 

saying, “I’m with Jesus. Just as He died on the cross for me, was buried and rose again, in the same 

way, the old me has died with Him. The old me has been buried with Him, and now, by His grace, 

I have been raised in the newness of life that is found in the resurrection.” There is only one method 

of baptism that accurately and adequately portrays this truth and that is baptism by immersion.  

IV. Why Should A Believer Be Baptized? (vs. 39)  

It needs to be clearly stated that there is only one group of people that is excused from being 

baptized and that is those who have not yet believed in Christ as their Savior. If you haven’t put 

your faith in Jesus, I urge you today to make that decision to trust in Christ as your Lord. If you 
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have trusted in Christ as your Savior, I hope you understand that it is a privilege to be baptized. 

Baptism isn’t a burden. It’s a blessing. If we try to look at it through the eyes of others, we will 

think of all kinds of reasons not to be baptized. But, if we look at it from God’s perspective, I 

believe we will find all the motivation we need to say “Yes” to Him. I believe that there are at least 

three primary reasons that you should be baptized.   

A. To Follow Jesus’ Example 

It is interesting to note that in the Gospels we have nearly 100 references to Jesus calling 

others to follow Him. In fact, those who believed in Jesus and stuck with Him were often 

called “followers.” **ILL: We used to play the game Follow the Leader. “I’m following 

the leader wherever he may go.” As a Christian, I should be baptized to follow the example 

of my Lord and Savior. In fact, I believe that if we are indeed children of God we will want 

to please Him. In 2 Corinthians 5:9 Paul said it well, “Therefore we also have as our 

ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.” Is it your desire to follow the 

Lord and please Him? What did God the Father say to God the Son after He was baptized? 

Matthew 3:17 explains, that Jesus was baptized “and behold, a voice out of the heavens 

said, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.’ ” Doesn’t it stand to reason 

that if the baptism of Jesus pleased God the Father, so, too, does our act of obedience to 

Him?  

B. To Obey Jesus’ Command 

 

Jesus commanded that His disciples should be baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit. This means that a refusal to be baptized is an act of disobedience to the Lord. 

One of the ways that we demonstrate our love for the Lord is by obeying Him. Jesus said 

in John 14:15, 21, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments…He who has My 

commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be 

loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.”  

 

C. To Proclaim That Jesus is Lord 

This is why baptism is so important. It isn’t just about the physical act of getting in the 

water and getting dunked. Baptism is God’s designed and appointed way of us publicly 

saying before the body of believers that we are identified with Jesus Christ. It is God’s way 

for us to publicly declare, “I’m With Jesus.” It is a message to all who witness it and all 

who know it. You are saying, “My life is no longer mine. I belong to Jesus.” 

What was the result of all this for the Ethiopian eunuch? Verse 39 says simply, “He went 

on his way rejoicing.” There was no regret, no remorse, just rejoicing for what God had 

done in his life. In fact, church history tells us that it was through this man’s witness that 

Ethiopia would soon begin to hear about Jesus and many would believe in Jesus, be saved, 

and be baptized.  

The question for you today is simple. “What’s stopping you?” Do you need to believe in 

Jesus and be saved? What’s stopping you? Do you need to be baptized and publicly 
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proclaim that you are with Jesus? What’s stopping you? I encourage you today, don’t let 

anything hinder you from saying “Yes!” to the Lord’s leading. I assure you that your “Yes” 

will please Him and you will experience the deep joy that comes only from obedience.  


