
Be the Come to Church 

Be the Church that Serves Others 
Colossians 3:23-24 

Intro: You have not come to church; you are the church!  There’s a big 
difference in “Coming to Church” & “Being the Church.”  This is week 5 of a 
6-week series explaining what it takes to “Be the Church.”  We have talked 
about being the church that Accomplishes the Mission, that Pays the Price, 
with a Big Heart & that Passes the Baton (Marty).  Today, we continue this 
journey: “Be the Church that Serves Others.”  Shopping Cart vs. Shovel 
 
Serving People is not Easy: We live in a consumer-minded culture where 
people have high expectations of everybody & everything!  We want our Wal-
mart to have everything ever made on the face of the earth, but not have to 
walk all over the store to get it.  We want pay at the pump, get our pizza 

delivered, buy medicine at a drive thru, get our oil changed in less than an 
hour and if any of that doesn’t happen…we get mad & go somewhere else! 
 
But: As followers of Jesus, we want to be like Him!  What about Jesus? 
 

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve.”  Mark 
10:45 
 
“Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that 
He had come from God and was going to God, rose from supper and laid aside 
His garments, took a towel and girded Himself.  After that, He poured water 
into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the 
towel with which He was girded.  Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter 
said to Him, “Lord, are You washing my feet?”  Jesus answered and said to 
him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will know after 
this.”  Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet!”  Jesus answered 
him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.”  Simon Peter said to 
Him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!”  Jesus said to 
him, “He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; 
and you are clean, but not all of you.”  For He knew who would betray Him; 
therefore He said, “You are not all clean.”  So when He had washed their feet, 
taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, “Do you know what 
I have done to you?  You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I 
am.  If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 
wash one another’s feet.  For I have given you an example, that you should do 
as I have done to you.  Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater 
than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him.  If you 
know these things, blessed are you if you do them.”  John 13:3-17 

 
There’s no job too small, dirty or smelly!  Prop & Text: Three Steps to Being 
the Church who Serves Others from Colossians 3:23-24 
 

I. Serving Others Makes a Difference 
 
Children’s Ministry: Mom & Dad hear about Jesus uninterrupted, kids too 
Media: Sick, shut-ins, deployed, family members watch baptism, etc. 

Production: Communicate the message visually as well as audibly 
Hospitality: Unpack this one… 

 The Sermon Begins in the Parking Lot (Before I open my mouth with 

the message for the day, first time guests have already received 
dozens of messages). 

 The Gospel is Offensive, but Nothing Else Should Be (1 Cor 1:18) 

 A first-time guest will decide in the first 10 minutes whether or not 
they will return!  Is it fair?  No!  But, that’s the reality of our culture. 

 
Note: We can gripe, rail & complain about the consumeristic nature of 
America today, or realize that they are our mission field. (i.e. Argentina)  
Rather than complaining about what is fair and what is not, we’ve decided to 

do all we can to reach them.  Our Hospitality team serves others by removing 
all distractions from someone hearing and responding to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ!  Vitally Important because Serving Others Makes a Difference… 

 

II. Serving Others is Rewarded- 
 

“If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will 
be also.  If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.”  John 12:26 
 
“And whatever you do, do it heartily as to the Lord and not to men, knowing 
that from the Lord you will receive the reward of inheritance; for you serve the 
Lord Christ.”  Colossians 3:23-24 
 
There are those who will serve in an unknown place, completely removed 
from the spotlight.  They will serve behind the scenes in a fashion that may 
never get one round of applause… 
 
Ill: Old missionary couple returning from a lifetime of service in Africa found 
themselves on the same boat as President Teddy Roosevelt returning from a 
hunting trip.  The fanfare/attn garnered by the president made the older 
man, who was in poor health with nothing to his name, frustrated.  When the 
ship docked in NY, the mayor, a band, dozens of members of the press & 
dignitaries were there to welcome Roosevelt home from his vacation.  The old 
missionary couple snuck off the ship totally unnoticed to their small apt.  
That night, the old man burst into tears & said, “I can’t take it anymore, God 
is not treating us fairly.”  His wife replied, “Why don’t you go to the bedroom & 

tell it to the Lord?”  A short time later, he returned with a different demeanor.  
She asked, “Dear, what happened in there?”  He said, “The Lord settled it with 

me.  I told Him how bitter I was that the President should receive this 
tremendous homecoming, when no one met us when we returned home!  And, 
when I finished, the Lord simply reminded me, ‘You’re not home yet!’”  
 
Clarify: You can’t get to heaven based on what you do or how you serve.  You 
get to heaven by trusting in what Jesus has done: His death & resurrection.  
But, the Bible teaches that we can store up for ourselves treasure in heaven 
that will be waiting on you when us there.  Can you imagine the celebration 
that will happen in heaven when God’s servants cash in on the treasures 
they stored in heaven over their lifetimes & lovingly place them at the feet of 



Jesus?  Can you also imagine the embarrassment & shame that will ensue 
when someone brings nothing?  Jesus died for us; can’t we now live for Him? 

Serving Others Makes a Difference and Serving Others is rewarded… 
 

III. Serving Others means Serving the Church–  
 

“I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking 
in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church,” Col 
1:24 
 
After establishing the qualities of Pastors & Deacons: “I write so that you 
may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the 
church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”  1 Timothy 3:15 
 

Serving Others will always start with service in the church!  Can you 

serve Jesus outside the context of the local church?  Yes!  But, our service to 
Jesus Christ must start in our local church and spread beyond!  Jesus 
suffered, bled and died for the church setting the precedent that His church 
is to be highly valued!  If you believe yourself to be serving Jesus totally 
disconnected from His body, you are operating outside the NT model. 
 

“…thru love, serve one another.”  Galatians 5:13 
 
Serving Others will be Spontaneous as well as Planned: 

 Spontaneous: Someone broke down on the road, neighbor needs 

help around the house, friend needs an emergency babysitter, etc 

 Planned: Volunteering at CCL, AVAcare (HPC), Etc.  Spontaneous 
service is great, but planned service is better because you become 
dependable, accountable and see greater results! 

 

Serving Others makes a difference, is rewarded, means the Church 
 

IV. It’s Time to Serve an Hour & Worship an Hour Each Week–  
 
Note: The major changes we have made to move Life Groups away from the 

worship times at Calvary Cross-link is to free you up to do two things every 
Sunday: Worship an Hour & Serve an Hour.  Scenarios… 
 
There is a card in the seatback in front of you called “CCL Serve Card”.  
These teams are designed to lead you to serve others in various ways!  When 

you fill out this card, and turn it in, the following things will happen: 

 You will Get an E-mail: Thanking you for your interest in serving 
others and explaining the next steps. 

 You will be Trained via Online Videos: You will be trained to serve 
in your area by the best of the best!  These videos are available to 
you 24/7 to be done at your convenience over the next 10 days. 

 You will be Scheduled:  Based on your preference and the needs of 

the particular ministry area you chose, you will be scheduled to 
serve from September 7 through December 28th.  If you have to miss 
a week, it’s okay just let us know & we’ll get a substitute for you! 

 You will Make a Difference: There will be no busy-work!  Every 

server on these teams will be used to make a huge difference in the 
lives of real people, with a real need to meet a real Jesus! 

Conclusion: Is this too much to ask?  I don’t think so…Look at the “Serve” 
sign.  It’s orange intentionally!  Think about your involvement at CCL as 
either a shopping cart or shovel. 

 Shopping Cart: Taking, consuming, enjoying, receiving 

 Shovel: Working, serving, producing, giving 

 
If you’ve never made that life-changing decision to follow Jesus, then I don’t 
want you to hear me trying to get you to step up & serve.   
 

Some of you are new here, and trying to decide if this is the church that God 
would have you to join.  And, during that time your involvement will look 
more like a shopping cart than a shovel, and that’s fine.   

But, some of you have been pushing a shopping cart around CCL for months 
and months, waiting....  To you: Put away the cart & pick up a shovel!!! 
 
To our college students, we’ve got to have you!  Part of the reason we 
scheduled the service semesters we did was because of you.  You can serve in 
the fall &/or spring, and not during the summer when you go home.  Our 
church is 15-20% college students and I’m inviting you to join me today! 
 
Deacon Ordination & Yokefellow Commissioning: Mark Crick (Margaret) is 
being ordained as a Deacon.  Alan Ziegler (Kelly) as a Yokefellow. 

These are people who are willing to be counted on by CCL to Serve! 
 
But, if you are a follower of Jesus Christ, my challenge to you is to put away 
the shopping cart & pick up a shovel.  The Valley & Nations need Jesus, put 
away the shopping cart and pick up a shovel!  Lost people come to this 
church every single week…Christian you need to put away the shopping cart 
and pick up a shovel!!!  God is not glorified in our laziness, He’s glorified 
when we use our giftedness to serve His body, the local church so PUT AWAY 
THE SHOPPING CART AND PICK UP THE SHOVEL!!! 
 

“Well done, good and faithful servant…Enter into the joy of your Lord.”  
Matthew 25:21 
 
Invitation: The invitation today is clear: if you have never made the life 

changing decision to follow Jesus…do it today!   

 
If you have, then put away the shopping cart and pick up the shovel by 
boldly filling out that serve card 


