
Series: Like A Child 

“Childlike Faith” 

Mark 10:13-16 

Over the past few weeks we have been studying God’s Word in a sermon series called, “Like A 

Child.” Through this study we have been learning ways that God wants each of us to be like 

children. This may sound strange to you. Some may consider it impossible to be like a child when 

they are a grown adult who has many responsibilities. Others may wish they could just go back 

and be a kid all over again, but this is surely impossible. So, what does it mean to be childlike and 

how does the Lord want us to be like a child? 

It is important for us to recognize that being childlike doesn’t mean childish. “Childish” means to 

be juvenile and immature. There are many ways that we can each act juvenile and immature, but 

the Bible clearly warns us from acting in such a way. 1 Corinthians 14:20 commands, “Brethren, 

do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be infants, but in your thinking be mature.” Paul 

models this for us. In 1 Corinthians 13:11 Paul said, “When I was a child, I used to speak like a 

child, think like a child, reason like a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things.” 

Please don’t leave here today thinking that I have given you permission to be childish. We aren’t 

to be childish, but we are certainly called to be childlike. Childlike means that one is simple, 

trusting, and like a child in virtue and perspective. God is encouraging us to have the same 

disposition and attitude towards Him as children do. We are to be childlike in four key areas: We 

are to be childlike in humility, childlike in praise, childlike in prayer, and today we see that we are 

to be childlike in faith.  

Read Text 

The passage that we read this morning doesn’t speak directly of faith. However, it is truly at the 

heart of the passage. The key emphasis here is on being a part of the kingdom of God. The only 

way that one can be a part of the kingdom of God is through faith in Jesus Christ.  

Galatians 3:25-26, “But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. For you are all 

sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.” 

Ephesians 2:8, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 

the gift of God.” 

Philippians 3:9, “…and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived 

from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God 

on the basis of faith.” 

Acts 14:21-22, “After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they 

returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, 

encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, ‘Through many tribulations we must enter 

the kingdom of God.’ ” 
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Faith is clearly at the heart of the discussion of being a part of the kingdom of God. And what 

greater illustration of faith could Jesus have used than that of a simple child? This specific account 

is also recorded in Matthew 19:13-15 and Luke 18:15-17. When you put these passages together 

they reveal a great deal about faith. As we look closely at Mark 10, I believe that there four key 

things about faith that we should understand today:  

I. The Dependence of Faith (vs. 13a) 

Here in this passage of Scripture we have an account of people bringing children to Jesus. This 

was a powerful moment where Jesus proves His compassion for all. This practice is modeled today 

by many pastors as they are performing a baby dedication or family dedication ceremony. The 

blessing of children was a common practice in that day. It was customary for parents to bring their 

children to the rabbis for a blessing, so it was certainly reasonable that they would bring their 

children to Jesus. This action certainly showed that the adults had much respect and trust in Jesus. 

It is true that some of these children were small, however, it doesn’t say that all were small. In fact, 

the word used for “children” in Mark 10 describes children who were old enough to walk and talk. 

When we put all of the gospel accounts together it becomes obvious that these children were likely 

children of all ages. They were all coming to Jesus and Jesus warmly welcomed them all.   

There is something very specific in this text that we must not miss. That is that the children were 

dependent on the adults to bring them to Jesus. Notice verse 13 says, “And they were bringing 

children to Him.” The Greek tense of the verb shows continual action. This means that the adults 

were continually bringing child after child to Jesus. Notice that I said “adults” and not “parents”. 

Were parents included in the group? Of course, parents were there and involved. But it is 

interesting to notice that Mark simply referred to the adults as “they” and, when speaking of the 

children, he never said that the children were theirs. In other words, while parents do indeed have 

a direct responsibility in bringing their children to Jesus, you don’t have to be a parent to get 

involved in the life of a child. This is very important. Many may think that they aren’t responsible 

for helping children come to Jesus because they don’t have any children of their own or perhaps 

because their children are already all grown and out on their own. But the reality is that every 

believer should do all that we can to minister to children and to help them come to Jesus. I love 

how these adults got involved with the lives of these kids. These adults didn’t sit back and make 

excuses for why they couldn’t help. They didn’t say, “I’m too busy” or “I have too much on my 

plate” or “I have more important things to do.” The fact is that all of us are busy people, and I’m 

sure that the people in our text had 100 other things they could have been doing. These adults 

didn’t sit by in apathy and refuse to get involved. They recognized that Jesus was close by and 

they urgently did everything they could to bring the children to Jesus.  

If we are going to see young people’s lives changed by the Lord, we have to get involved. Whether 

we are talking about college students, teenagers, or even young children, we must understand the 

urgency and the importance of bringing them to Christ. Even if they aren’t our children, God can 

work through us to impact them and change their lives. There are many ways that we can get 

involved in their lives and minister to them. **ILL: When I look back over my own life, I thank 

God for the Sunday School teachers who taught me God’s Word, the school teachers who spent 

extra time helping me learn, the coaches who taught me that life was more than just sports, the 
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youth leaders who invested in me. Thank God for adults who make it a priority to minister to the 

lives of children! These adults were excitedly bringing the children to Jesus. Friend, can you 

imagine the sight? The only motive these people had for getting involved with the young people 

was to have Jesus bless them, to have them touched by the Lord. These adults believed that the 

young people’s lives would be changed for the better once they came into contact with Jesus. This 

is the reason for why we should get involved with children, youth, and student ministry – because 

their lives will be changed and their souls will be saved when then they come to know the Lord. 

How are you ministering to children? How are you pointing children to Jesus?  

Just as the children couldn’t get to Jesus on their own, we need to be reminded that nobody can 

come to Jesus on their own. Romans 10:17 says it clearly, “So faith comes from HEARING, and 

hearing by the word of Christ.” In other words, in order for a person to believe in Jesus they must 

hear the gospel. This means that we must obey God’s calling to tell the good news for all to hear. 

In fact, Romans 10:14-15 says it well, “How then will they call on Him in whom they have not 

believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear 

without a preacher? How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, ‘How beautiful 

are the feet of those who bring good news of good things!’ ” Friends, the souls of the lost are 

hanging in the balance, but in order for them to believe they must first hear and it is our 

responsibility to tell the Good News of the gospel. We have a God-given command and 

responsibility to “Go into all the world.” This is not something we do begrudgingly. No, God has 

given us the gracious opportunity of allowing us to be a part of what He is doing and wants to do 

to make His name known. The lost cannot be saved unless they call on the Lord Jesus Christ. But, 

they cannot call unless they believe. Faith comes by hearing, so they must hear the message. How 

will they hear? A messenger must go to them with a message. 

II. The Dilemma of Faith (vs. 13b) 

We see the scene unfold. Jesus is in the area. These adults have heard of Jesus and have likely 

heard of His miracles and teaching. Believing Who He is, they make their way to Jesus and begin 

bringing all the children to be blessed by Him. But, instantly we find a problem. They are faced 

with a dilemma. Instead of being warmly welcomed, they are immediately hindered from getting 

to Jesus. I imagine in Jesus’ days there would’ve been a lot of people who would’ve prevented 

these children from getting to Jesus, but who’d have thought that the people that would bring the 

greatest hindrance would be Jesus’ very own disciples, the ones who had been with Him the 

longest? As Jesus was looking on and the children were gathering to see Him, the disciples began 

rebuking the people that were bringing their children. The word for “rebuke” literally means that 

they reprimanded them. Now, this doesn’t necessarily mean that they were raising their voice and 

screaming at them, but it does mean that they were discouraging them and trying to do everything 

they could to prevent this from happening.  

It is important to for us to remember that in that culture, children were viewed almost like property. 

They were also seen as a liability at times because they were weak and unable to do certain things 

on their own. From the disciples’ perspective, they thought Jesus had come to set up a huge 

kingdom on earth by force and there He would reign over all. So, why would Jesus want to take 

time for the children and what would children really have to do with the kingdom of God? These 
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children simply seemed insignificant to the disciples. After all, they were just kids. They were 

immature, weak, and hadn’t had too many life experiences yet. They had a lot to learn. They 

needed to grow. The disciples thought that they weren’t beneficial to the kingdom of God. The 

disciples probably thought that they were doing Jesus a favor by helping Him protect His time. 

They probably thought it was their responsibility to shield Jesus from the people, especially from 

mere children.  The children didn’t seem a likely source for establishing this new kingdom.  

The dilemma of faith is that there were immediate obstacles put in the way. There were immediate 

hindrances that prevented others from coming to Jesus. These obstacles came from ignorant 

followers of Christ who were too proud to defer to Christ and too busy to seek His will. It causes 

me to wonder are there are any obstacles that I am putting in the path of others? Is there anything 

that I am doing or am not doing that is hindering people from coming to Jesus? Is there anything 

that you are doing or lacking that is preventing others from coming to Jesus? If so, God has much 

to say about it.  

III. The Desire of Faith (vs. 14) 

When I say the desire of faith, I am referring to what God desires for all people. God desires that 

all would come to Him. 2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count 

slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.” 

God desires that all would come to Him. We have already seen this. In Matthew 21 Jesus cleared 

the temple and then immediately He invited the blind, lame, diseased, outcasts, and forsaken 

people to come and be healed. Then we also see that the children were in the temple. We even 

observe that He allowed the self-righteous Pharisees to be there and witness what was going on. 

They missed the point entirely, but He still allowed them to be there. The point is that He wanted 

and welcomed all to come to Him.  

Here in Mark, when Jesus saw the behavior of the disciples and realized that they were hindering 

others from coming to Him, He was very displeased. The disciples thought that Jesus was far too 

important to be bothered with small children. Jesus, on the other hand, thought that the children 

were far too important not to be brought to Him. So as Jesus watches all that is happening, He 

became indignant towards the disciples.  The Greek word literally means that Jesus felt deep pain. 

It is one of the strongest words that can be used to express deep emotion. Jesus was frustrated and 

upset. I believe He was this way for two reasons. First, because His closest followers weren’t 

getting it. They should’ve known that Jesus had a heart for young people because they had already 

seen His compassion when He raised Jairus’ daughter from the dead (5:41) and delivered the 

Syrophoenician woman’s daughter from a demon (7:29-30), as well as a father’s son who was 

possessed by a demonic spirit (9:25-26). The disciples had also witnessed Jesus set a little child in 

their midst and say to them “Whoever receives one child like this in My name receives Me, and 

whoever receives Me does not receive Me, but Him who sent Me” (9:37). Even though the 

disciples had experienced this they still didn’t get it and, as a result, interfered with these children 

coming to Jesus. Second, Jesus was indignant because they were discouraging the children from 

coming to Him. Can you imagine turning anyone away from Jesus, especially children? Jesus’ 

response tells us two important truth about God’s desire for all: 
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A. God Desires That All Would Come to Him 

The first part of Jesus’ response was a clear command, “Permit the children to come Me.” 

In other words, “Allow them to come to me.” Jesus is showing the disciples that it isn’t up 

to them to determine who is important and unimportant. It isn’t their right to determine 

who is welcome and unwelcome. Jesus has the authority to choose and He invites all to 

come to Him. In fact, I would even say that He invites, encourages, pleads, and even calls 

all to come to Him. Remember, He isn’t willing that any would perish but that all would 

come to repentance. John 3:16 says it clearly, “For God so loved the WORLD, that He 

gave His only begotten Son, that WHOEVER believes in Him shall not perish, but have 

eternal life.” Romans 3:22a tells us that “the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 

Christ” is “for ALL those who believe.” Romans 10:12-13, “For there is no distinction 

between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for ALL who 

call on Him; for WHOEVER will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  

Jesus clearly welcomes all just as He welcomed the children in Mark 10. This should be a 

powerful motivation for us to do everything that we can to reach young people with the 

gospel of Christ. The fact is that the majority of Christians come to know the Lord before 

the age of 15. It’s also a fact that the majority of those who leave the church do so in their 

college years. These realities should cause us to do all that we can to bring young people 

to Jesus and to invest all that we can by discipling them to know, love, and follow the Lord. 

This is why we have Kidslink and VBS. This is why we have a Student Ministry. This is 

why we are making some strategic efforts to minister to college students this fall. It’s God’s 

desire that all would come to Him and we have been called to join Him in His mission.  

B. God Rebukes Those Who Hinder Others from Coming to Him 

The second part of Jesus’ response was also a command. He said, “Do not hinder them.” 

In other words, He is saying, “STOP HINDERING THEM.” When Jesus speaks this phrase 

it was an imperative statement of great urgency. Jesus was ultimately saying, “Stop these 

actions now. Stop hindering these children right now.” Again, these disciples just weren’t 

getting it. In Mark 9:42 Jesus had warned, “Whoever causes one of these little ones who 

believe to stumble, it would be better for him if, with a heavy millstone hung around his 

neck, he had been cast into the sea.” Matthew 18:5-11 further explains the same teaching. 

(Show Text) Jesus is showing us how serious it is when we hinder children. He’s 

encouraging all of us to do “spiritual surgery” on ourselves and remove anything that 

causes us to stumble or that causes others to stumble, especially children. Is there anything 

in your life that is causing others to stumble? **ILL: Family having bonfire and roasting 

s’mores. Shovel laying on the ground. Gracie walking around and she tripped over the 

shovel that I had laying there. She started crying and said, “Daddy made me fall.”    When 

we put stumbling-blocks in the way of children, they will certainly be prone to stumble. 

Just as Gracie was hindered because of an obstacle in the way, sadly many children are 

hindered from getting to Jesus because of the obstacles that we are as we get in the way. 

You may ask, “Well, how do we hinder children?” 
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1. We Can Hinder Them by Our Apathy 

 

We all know what apathy is. Spiritual apathy describes a coldness and indifference. It 

describes one who is complacent and unwilling to get involved. Spiritual apathy can be 

pictured by the Christian unwilling to sing praises to God, unwilling to honor God with his 

time, talents, and treasure, and uncommitted to serving God. Spiritual apathy can be seen 

in many ways. But it is important to note that apathy not only hinders the person dealing 

with it, but it also hinders the many who could be reached but aren’t because of neglect. 

For many of us it’s not that we don’t care, it’s just that we care about the things that 

don’t really matter and invest our time in them. When we are spiritually apathetic it 

causes us to be physically or emotionally absent in the development of those who we most 

need to be pouring into. 

 

2. We Can Hinder Them by Our Actions 

 

We can hinder children by our actions and by the examples we set. They learn more by 

what they see us do than what they hear us say. In other words, more is caught than taught. 

When our actions don’t back up our profession of faith, we hinder our children. Simply 

examine your ways. Be real. Don’t be a hypocrite. **ILL: Like the father that got his son 

up to get him ready for Sunday School. The little boy came into the kitchen ready for 

church and saw his dad sitting there in pajamas reading the morning paper. The dad said, 

“Hurry up son you’re going to be late for Sunday School.” To which the boy responded, 

“Daddy did you go to Sunday School when you were a boy?” “I sure did son.” “Well,” said 

the boy, “I guess it won’t do me any good either.” Your children, my children, the children 

in our neighborhoods are watching us. Let’s be sure that our actions are pointing them to 

Jesus instead of away from Him. 

We’ve seen the dependence, dilemma, and desire of faith. This has all been building up to get us 

to the main point of the passage. 

IV. The Demand of Faith (vs. 14c-15) 

Notice clearly what Jesus said. He said that the kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are like 

a child and then boldly announced, “Whoever doesn’t receive the kingdom of God like a child will 

not enter it at all.” This is completely opposite of what we often think. We think that we have to 

grow up, clean ourselves up, and put on a good appearance. Once we’ve done all this good work 

to grow up, be responsible, and change, then we will be in good standing with God. But this is a 

lie from the devil himself. There is no work or effort that you and I can do to save ourselves. The 

only thing we can do is come to Jesus like a child. In Matthew 18:3b Jesus said, “Unless you are 

converted and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.” I believe there are 

some characteristics of children that we should follow. First, we must receive God’s Word. 

Children don’t argue or debate God’s Word. They don’t set out to disprove it. They don’t depend 

on the popular trend of the day. They listen to God’s Word, and receive it in simple terms. Second, 

we must realize our limitations. God has given us all strengths, gifts, and abilities. But we must 

always remember that we can do nothing of eternal significance without Him. We can’t save 

ourselves and we can’t save others. Only God can do these things. We must turn to Him as a child 
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does to a father. This require humility and complete dependence, even as these children depended 

on these adults to get them to Jesus. Third, we must respond by faith. Good works, efforts, and 

intentions will not save your soul or put you in right relationship with the Lord. We must simply 

believe and call upon Him to save us. Children don’t complicate this. Children don’t delay this. 

They don’t make excuses. If we are to be saved and be a part of the kingdom of God, we must 

come to Jesus with the simplicity, sincerity, and faith of a child. Warren Wiersbe said it well, 

“Children live by faith. By faith they accept their lot, trusting others to care for them and see them 

through. We, too, must enter God’s kingdom by faith, like little children: helpless, unable to save 

ourselves, totally dependent on the mercy and grace of God.”  

What happens when we come to Jesus by faith? What happens when we come with the faith of a 

child? What happens when we make efforts to bring others to Jesus? Notice how the passage ends 

in verse 16. These people were not turned away. The Bible says that Jesus “took them in His arms 

and began blessing them, laying His hands on them.” In other words, Jesus received them and 

blessed them. Today, He still does the same for all who come to Him by faith. Jesus said it clearly 

in John 6:37, “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will 

certainly not cast out.” He stands ready to welcome, receive, bless, and save all who will simply 

come.  


