
Christ and the Church 
Matthew 16:13-18; Ephesians 5:23-33 

 
“Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His 
disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John 
the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.’ He said 
to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, 
because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. I 
also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the 
gates of Hades will not overpower it.’” Matthew 16:13-18 
 
“For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He 
Himself being the Savior of the body. But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the 
wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as 
Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, so that He might sanctify her, 
having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to 
Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that 
she would be holy and blameless. So husbands ought also to love their own wives as 
their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; for no one ever hated his 
own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, because 
we are members of His body. For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother 
and shall be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. This mystery is 
great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. Nevertheless, each 
individual among you also is to love his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see 
to it that she respects her husband.” Ephesians 5:23-33 
 
I. The Promises of Christ Concerning the Church (Matthew 16:13-18) 

 
A. “I will Strengthen the Church.” 

 
B.  “I will Sustain the Church.” 
 

II. The Position of Christ to the Church (Ephesians 5:23) 
 

III. The Passion of Christ for the Church (Ephesians 5:25) 
 
A. He Sacrificed for Her. 

 
B. He Sanctified Her. 
 

IV. The Provision of Christ for the Church (Ephesians 5:29) 
 
A. He Takes Care of the Church. 

 
B. He Treasures the Church.  



 
V. The Priority of Christ to the Church (Ephesians 5:24, 32) 

 
A. We must Follow the Lord. 

 
B. We must Follow the Lord’s Example. 

 


