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Only Jesus Can Restore 

Colossians 1:1-12 

This morning we begin a brand new sermon series that I believe is most relevant today. We live 

in a culture that is increasingly opposed to the Bible and its claims. For many, the Bible is seen 

as an archaic book which is out of date and of little use. The claims of Jesus, and the very reason 

for His existence, then seem to many as unnecessary and perhaps irrelevant. However, I want to 

state clearly and emphatically that the Bible is God’s Holy Word. It is eternal therefore it is 

timeless. Its message is as accurate and as relevant today as it was the very moment its words 

were penned and its books were canonized. The claims of Jesus are equally as relevant because 

like it or not, receive it or not, Jesus’ life and actions prove that His claims are all true. He 

claimed to come from heaven and it was confirmed when God the Father spoke from heaven, 

“This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” He claimed to be about His Father’s 

business and this was confirmed when he taught the scholars, healed the sick, and raised the 

dead. He claimed that He came to give His life as a ransom for many and this was confirmed 

when He died on the cross and cried out, “It is finished.” He claimed that when his body was 

destroyed in three days He would raise it up again and this was confirmed when, three days after 

His death, He arose victorious over death and the grave. His claims are all true. However, that 

doesn’t stop people from rejecting His claims. That doesn’t stop people from questioning His 

claims. We see that clearly in our day today. In John 14:6 Jesus specifically said, “I am the way, 

and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.” Notice that Jesus 

specifically said, “I am the way.” His statement left no room for any other way. There is no other 

way to heaven. There is no other way to experience the presence of God but through Jesus the 

Son of God. However, this goes against the norm of our culture. We live in a culture that doesn’t 

accept absolute truth. Many strive to be accepting of all and believe that what’s right for you is 

right and what’s right for me is right. We live in a culture that says there can’t be just one way. 

There are many ways so just do what is right for you and it will work out in the end. We have 

created a chronological snobbery where we think that we are so wise that we know more than all 

the generations before us therefore we must be right. However, this line of reasoning is directly 

opposed to the Word of God and no matter how far we go in rejecting Jesus it doesn’t change the 

fact that He is still the Lord and that one day every knee will bow and confess that He is Lord.    

I’m here to remind us this morning that there is only one Hope for all of the world. This hope is 

not in a preacher or a politician but in a Person named Jesus. Where can we go for answers to 

life’s deepest questions? We can go to Jesus. Where can we turn when life seems to be falling 

apart at the seams? We can go to Jesus. Where can we run when we realize that we are helpless 

to change our situations? We can go to Jesus. Where can we go when we fear the future? We can 

go to Jesus. Where can we go to find unfathomable peace? We can go to Jesus. Where can we go 

to find unspeakable joy? We can go to Jesus. Where can we go to find unconditional love? We 

can go to Jesus. Where can we go to find undeserved grace? We can go to Jesus. Where can we 

go to find forgiveness and healing? We can go to Jesus. Where can we go to find life abundant? 

We can go to Jesus. All these things and more are found in one Person and one Person alone – 
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Jesus. Throughout this fall semester we are going to see over and over again that the answers to 

our greatest need is “Only Jesus.”  

I’m encouraged to know that we aren’t the first culture that has ever dealt with such struggles as 

we face in our society today. In fact, there is an entire letter written to the church in Colossae that 

was intended to deal with the same types of issues. There were two major problems in the church 

at Colossae that caused God to lead Paul to write. 1) Complacency was creeping into the 

church. It is interesting to note the culture around this specific church. Colossae had at one point 

been a glamorous and well-known city. The city was located only 120 miles East of Ephesus. In 

fact, the main road that went from Ephesus to the Euphrates went straight through Colossae. The 

city had seen the mighty armies of Xerxes and a young leader named Cyrus who became known 

as Cyrus the Great. During that time the city saw much growth and much business. However, 

due to natural disasters and earthquakes people quickly began leaving the city. By the time Paul 

wrote this letter in AD 60, the city was a smaller, unimportant place which showed only the 

scenes of life and luxury that was once enjoyed. So, there was little hope in the city and the 

mentality affected the church. Instead of the church impacting the culture the culture was 

impacting the church. They were living in the past and had taken their attention off of Christ. 2) 

Cultic beliefs were creeping into the church. Anytime we get our attention off of Jesus we 

begin to depend on our own reasoning which gets us into all sorts of troubles. In this specific 

church there was a group of “religious” people who were trying to teach a message that was 

completely opposed to Christ. The message sounded good to the ear. They weren’t necessarily 

against Jesus, but they were saying that Jesus wasn’t enough. They were taking a little bit of 

truth and mixing it with their own man-mad philosophies. But we know if something is only 

partially true that it is a lie. These leaders were trying to convince the Colossians that they 

needed Jesus plus something else. So, Paul wrote this letter to speak into the situation and to 

show that Jesus is above everything and everyone. No one has ever written greater things about 

the Lord than Paul does in this letter. Throughout the letter he shows us many things that only 

Jesus can do. The first is simple – Only Jesus Can Restore. 

As Paul began this letter he took time to praise God for His working among the Colossians. Paul 

had never been to this city, but he was indirectly involved with the establishment of this church. 

He had preached in Ephesus earlier where a guy named Epaphras had believed in Jesus. 

Epaphras then went back to Colossae, his hometown, and began sharing the gospel. This resulted 

in people being saved and the church being established. As Paul writes to them he informs them 

that he is praying for them. But notice the basis of his prayer. Colossians 1:6 shows us that they 

had received the “grace of God in truth.” In the context, truth isn’t a principle. It is a person. 

Jesus said, “I am the way, the TRUTH, and the life.” The point is that they had heard the Gospel 

and they had received the grace of God in Christ. This is what Paul is referring to in verse 9 

when he says, “For this reason…we have not ceased to pray for you.” Paul is praying for the 

church because He knows that Jesus is the only hope for the people of that day and for the people 

of this day. So, Paul prays three specific things for these believers, but the basis of His prayer is 

Jesus. The point in that moment was that these things were only possible through the work of 

Christ. There are some things that only Jesus can restore.  



3 
 

Restore – to bring back to a right place, position, or condition. 

I. Only Jesus Can Restore Your Desire for God (vs. 9) 

Let me ask you, “How deeply do you desire God this morning? Is knowing Him, learning of 

Him, growing in Him your greatest desire?” Paul was addressing the issue head on. The region 

was one that had experienced much moving of God. While Paul had never preached in Colossae 

his converts in Ephesus had established at least three churches in the area. But, sadly, just like 

the church in Ephesus in Revelation 2 the church at Colossae seems to have grown spiritually 

cold. Years later in Revelation 2:4 Jesus would have to confront the church at Ephesus and say, 

“I have this against you, that you have left your first love.” The church at Ephesus was a 

wonderful church in its day. It had been such a great church that Jesus commended them for their 

faithful service and for how they were persevering and refusing to give up. They appeared to be a 

dynamic church, but Jesus had to identify a major problem. They had grown cold in their love 

for Him. They were simply going through the motions. This same type of problem is what we 

first see among the Colossians. Their city had gone through a lot. Natural disasters had struck the 

area and many people had left. With the exodus of people they had become a sleepy town that 

was looking back at the glory days and weren’t focused on the present and certainly had little 

hope for the future. The same was true in the church. They seemed to have little passion for 

evangelism or service primarily because they had grown cold and apathy was settling in. Paul 

writes and says, “Friends, I am praying for you that you may be filled with knowledge of God’s 

will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding.”  

Paul is praying for these people to be filled with God. His wording was very intentional. While 

complacency was settling into the church there were false teachers that had entered the church 

and pounced on the opportunity to lead the people away. They promised a new way. They knew 

that the environment was discouraging so they promised that if you followed their teachings then 

your life would be “full.” They were the same lies that we hear today. If you have this your life 

will be full. If you experience this your life will be full. If you do what you want and live for 

your own personal happiness, then your life will be full. If you have money, power, position, sex, 

influence, etc. your life will be full. However, the fullness of life is not found in possessions and 

things. Fullness and abundance of life is only found in Jesus. Paul understood this and prayed 

that they would be filled with desire for God. The word “fill” in the original language indicates 

that being filled is something only God could do through the Holy Spirit. So what should we be 

filled with? What should we desire? We should desire to grow in God. Paul was showing them 

that they didn’t need something new – a new teaching, a new experience, or a new way. They 

simply needed to grow in what they had already received in Christ. There are two amazing 

benefits to desiring and growing in the Lord. 

A. We Can Know God’s Will 

Every single believer can know God’s will for his life. The phrase given meant that God 

would literally give “full knowledge” of His will for those who seek Him. The truth is 

that there is always more to learn about God and His divine plan for our lives. No 

Christian every reaches a point where he has “arrived” and feels that he knows 
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everything. But, as we seek the Lord and pursue Him He leads us step by step revealing 

His plan for us. Many people view God as a distant dictator Who can’t be understood and 

Who never reveals His plans, but this isn’t the case. Acts 22:14 as Ananias spoke to Paul 

he said, “The God of our fathers has appointed you to know His will and to see the 

Righteous One and to hear an utterance from His mouth.” This wasn’t just the case for 

Paul alone. Paul himself said in Ephesians 5:17, “So do not be foolish, but understand 

what the will of the Lord is.” God wants us to know His will. If that wasn’t clear enough, 

listen to Jesus’ own words as He speaks to the His disciples. John 15:13-15, “Greater 

love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for His friends. You are My friends if 

you do what I command you. No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know 

what His master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard 

from My Father I have made known to you.” This gives the picture of God speaking to us 

to let us in on His plans. Wiersbe said, “One of the greatest privileges we have as His 

friends is that of learning to know God better and getting in on God’s secrets.” Friend, 

it’s amazing how when we seek God He always shows us His will. If we’ll be faithful to 

pray and be patient to listen God will show us His direction. Sometimes we can’t hear 

God because we have been separated by our sins. Sometimes we don’t hear God because 

we are too busy and distracted to be still and hear. Sometimes we don’t understand the 

details of the situation. But, if we’ll be faithful to seek Him and His will and listen then 

we will not be disappointed. He will show us the paths that we are to take. Friend, don’t 

ever forget that we are the sheep of His pasture and if you are truly a part of His flock 

you will know Him and you will know His voice. All who believe in Jesus and obey Him 

can know His will and what He was doing. The question for each of us is are we pursuing 

Jesus? Is He our main desire?  

B. We Can Grow in Spiritual Wisdom 

The key to growing in God’s Will is growing in Heavenly wisdom. We must desire God 

and the things of God. The key to this is the mind. Satan surely knows this. Satan always 

goes after the mind of man. In Genesis, Satan attacked Eve and got her to reason with 

him. The result is that she believed that God had lied to her and believing a lie she went 

her own direction. In Colossae, the teachings of the false leaders were aimed directly at 

the mind causing the true believers to feel that they were missing something. Satan 

always exploits the spiritual ignorance of God’s people. We must be filled with spiritual 

wisdom. How can we have this wisdom and where does it come from? It comes only 

from Jesus. Ephesians 1:17, “that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 

may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of HIM (Jesus).” 

According to 1 Corinthians 1:24 Jesus is both “the power of God and the wisdom of 

God.” Again are you pursuing Jesus? Is He your main desire? Since Jesus is the source of 

wisdom we must get in His Word so that we may learn about Him, learn from Him, and 

learn like Him. When our minds are filled with the Word of God and our hearts are filled 

with the love of God we will have spiritual wisdom that comes only from above. 

Compare and Contrast: Knowledge, Wisdom, and Understanding 
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II. Only Jesus Can Restore Your Devotion to God (vs. 10) 

It is important that we have a strong desire for the Lord, but our desire for Him must lead us to 

devotion to Him. Our learning of Christ should always lead us to living for Christ. There is first 

wisdom, but it will lead us to walking it out. Whether or not we are truly devoted to the Lord will 

be evident in our lifestyle. Here in verse 10 Paul uses the word “walk” to refer to the activities 

and actions of our life. When he says “walk” he is referring to our outward actions that people 

see. Paul is not suggesting that we should do outward actions without heart. He is simply saying 

that if our hearts are truly devoted to the Lord then it will manifest itself in our outward actions. 

This is something that we each must decide upon in our lives. For many of us we can look back 

to a time in our life when we were truly devoted to the Lord. For many of us there was a time 

that we had a deep love for the Lord. We had an excitement about what God was doing in our 

lives. Perhaps we had a camp trip or a mission trip where we felt so in tune with God. But today, 

we sit here feeling like the closeness is gone. You don’t know why it’s gone, you simply know 

that it is. Well, I want to let you know that God isn’t the one who moved. **ILL: Old couple at 

the red light. God hasn’t moved. He is still here. He still loves you. He still wants to have 

fellowship with you. He still wants to reveal His plans for your life. Many of us are like the 

prodigal son who have been wandering and are now coming to ourselves and realizing that we 

need to come back to the Father. This was the context of this verb “walk”. Commentator John 

Phillips points out that the Greek verb means “to set out walking.” Paul is saying, “You must a 

make a fresh start and a new step.” Listen, thank God that He is patient with us. Thank God that 

He is giving us an opportunity to begin anew and afresh a closer walk with God. Today is an 

opportunity to start afresh and to follow Jesus. What does devotion to God look like? What 

lifestyle is appropriate and worthy of the Lord? 

A. Its Determination 

If we are truly devoted to the Lord it will be seen in our determination or motivation. 

According to verse 9 our determination is to please the Lord in every way possible. Our 

purpose in life is not to bring pleasure to ourselves but to bring pleasure to Jesus. It is the 

idea in the Greek that we are to study Him to learn the things that satisfy His heart and 

are to fulfill those things. Everything that we do we are to do to please Him. This is not 

because He is a merciless Master but because He is a gracious Lord Who is worthy of our 

best and Whom we should love supremely. **ILL: Illustration of how I lived and made 

decisions before meeting Heather then how I lived and made decisions after we started 

dating. What is the motive for the decisions that you are making? Is pleasing the Lord 

your motive? If not, you need to commit your life to the Lord. 

B. Its Demonstration 

Your devotion to the Lord will also be seen through its demonstration. In other words, 

there will be evidence to your claim. Paul says that you will bear fruit in every good 

work. **ILL: My child can claim that they have studied for a test. But the result of their 

test will tell the truth. If they indeed were committed to study then it will be obvious by a 

good grade.     If we are truly committed to the Lord, then there will be evidence that God 
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is working in us and through us. Jesus said it clearly in John 15:4-8. When a branch is 

properly connected to the vine it can’t help but to produce fruit. Why? Because the life of 

that vine flows through every branch causing it to bear fruit. **ILL: Our family recently 

went to Disney World a few years ago. While at Epcot, we wanted to ride a particular 

ride. Now, this was not a fast, fun, thrill ride for kids. This was a low-key slow air 

conditioned ride for adults. Literally as you went through this tour on a small boat they 

showed the history of agricultural practices from the earliest of records to today. As we 

neared the end the ride led us through this enormous greenhouse. Of all the amazing 

plants I saw there was one that absolutely blew me away. I had never seen anything like 

it. I saw something that was basically a tomato tree. SHOW PICTURE In the middle of 

this huge room there was a single tomato plant that went up. The base of this plant looked 

more like tough grape vines. Then hanging from the ceiling were sheets of panels with 

6”x6” squares. Hanging down out of every other square was a branch that was hanging 

down almost to the ground. Those vines were loaded with the largest and prettiest 

tomatoes I have ever seen. It was amazing. It was probably as close to the Garden of 

Eden as man will ever come.  The point is that each of those branches was covered in 

fruit because each branch was connected to the source. Because they were connected, the 

source gave the power to grow. Just as each of those branches reached out to every corner 

of that room together each branch contributed so that the whole picture was magnificent. 

It is a powerful picture of the Christian life. When we are in right relationship with the 

Lord it will lead us to serving the Lord and there will be fruit from our labor. 

C. Its Direction 

When we are devoted to the Lord we will be determined to please Him, there will be fruit 

from our life and we will be continually increasing in the knowledge of God. Listen, 

don’t let complacency rob you of a vibrant relationship with the Lord. This teaches that 

the individual who seeks God’s will and serves Him will benefit from service by an 

increased understanding of God both mentally and experientially. If you want to grow 

then serve. As you give of what God’s given you God grows you through that and the joy 

of the Lord becomes your strength. Obedience to the work of God brings further 

knowledge of God Himself. As God challenges me, and I am obedient to what He lays 

before me, God grows me through that experience.   There is so much more that God 

wants to show you. We have the Word of God and the Holy Spirit, there is no excuse for 

not spending time with the Lord and serving Him. Are you growing in the Lord? Here’s a 

simple test: “Do you know God better today than you did a year ago?” As we walk with 

God and work with God we will get to know Him better and better. 

III. Only Jesus Can Restore Your Dependence on God (vs. 11) 

Paul understood that the issues facing the church at Colossae were spiritual issues. While he 

clearly identified that the key issues were apathy and acceptance of false teach, he knew that the 

culprit of it all was Satan. It is important that we, too, recognize this. Ephesians 6:12 reminds us, 

“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against 

the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly 
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places.” We are in a spiritual battle. Any time you decide to take a stand for Jesus and want to 

grow in Him, grow closer to Him you can expect satanic opposition in your life. It comes with 

the territory. Spiritual warfare and spiritual attacks are signs that you are on the right track. If 

you are a complacent, compromising Christian then you are right where Satan wants you to be. 

He won’t cause you any problems or bother you, but once you decide to stand in the power of the 

Lord you can expect him to attack. He will strive to deceive, distract, and destroy you. This is 

exactly what was happening in Colossae and sadly he was having his way. The church had 

become stagnant and the people weren’t growing in the Lord. Paul then shows us the key to 

victory. He said, “I am praying for you that you will be strengthened with all power, according to 

His glorious might.” The only way that we can have victory over sin in our lives, the only way 

that we have victory over complacency in our own hearts, the only way we can have victory over 

the various temptations that we face, the only way to overcome the subtle lies of Satan is through 

the glorious power of God. The original language said it this way, “Empowered with all Power.” 

In other words, the key to our victory is not in our selves, but in God alone. We must depend on 

the power of God and the infinite resources we have through Christ. And the tense of the verb is 

that we are to continually be being strengthened with His power. In other words, there is no time 

to let our guard down. Listen to the opening and closing chapters of Ephesians. Ephesians 1:19-

21 (I pray that you will know)…”What is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who 

believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He brought 

about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the 

heavenly places, far ABOVE ALL rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name 

that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.” Ephesians 6:10-11, “Finally, be 

strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. Put on the full armor of God, so that you will 

be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.” Let me ask you, where do we find 

victory? Where do we find victory over Satan and over the sinful desires of our own hearts? 

Where do we find victory to keep serving the Lord even when things get tough? We find them all 

in one person – Only Jesus. We must depend on Him.  
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Synopsis: In this message we see that only Jesus can enable a Christian to live a life that is 

pleasing to God. It is only through His work that a person can be restored to a right relationship 

and walk with God.  


