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Only Jesus Can Root You in the Faith 

Colossians 2:1-10 

I’m here to remind us this morning that Jesus alone is the Hope for all of the world. Where can 

we go for answers to life’s deepest questions? We can go to Jesus. Where can we turn when life 

seems to be falling apart at the seams? We can go to Jesus. Where can we run when we realize 

that we are helpless to change our situations? We can go to Jesus. Where can we go when we 

fear the future? We can go to Jesus. Where can we go to find unfathomable peace? We can go to 

Jesus. Where can we go to find unspeakable joy? We can go to Jesus. Where can we go to find 

unconditional love? We can go to Jesus. Where can we go to find undeserved grace? We can go 

to Jesus. Where can we go to find forgiveness and healing? We can go to Jesus. Where can we 

go to find life abundant? We can go to Jesus. All these things and more are found in one Person 

and one Person alone – Jesus. Throughout this fall semester we are going to see over and over 

again that the answers to our greatest need is “Only Jesus.” We first learned that only Jesus can 

restore our desire to grow in our relationship with God. We then learned that only Jesus can 

redeem us from our sin. Last week we saw that it is only through Jesus that we can be reconciled 

to God the Father. Today we look at a fourth powerful truth – Only Jesus Can Root Us in the 

Faith.  

The verbiage may sound strange in our language, but the language of the Scripture speaks of it 

continually. The idea of being “rooted in the faith” suggests that we aren’t being moved or 

swayed. Our faith is secure and sustained and we aren’t being moved away from the truth that we 

know. It should be easy to understand why the timing of this message is relevant to our culture 

today. We are living in a time where it seems that the Christian faith is under attack. Truths that 

the Bible clearly teach are being challenged, ignored, and rejected. The Bible says that God made 

the earth and man in six days. Yet, our culture would rather ignore God and believe in the theory 

of evolution. The Bible says that Jesus is the only way, truth, and the life, that He is the only way 

to heaven. But our culture would have us believe that there are many ways and that we can get 

there on our own if we live good enough. The Bible tells us that any sexual act outside of 

marriage is a sin. But our culture says it is perfectly fine as long as both parties consent. The 

Bible says that a marriage relationship is intended for one man and one woman. But our culture 

would have us to reject that and accept same-sex marriage. What I am saying to you this morning 

is that much like the rising waters of a flood that bring destruction to a land, the attacks of the 

enemy upon the church and upon the Christian faith is having a devastating result. Now, please 

don’t misunderstand me. The Bible makes it clear that the Lord is greater in us than he that is the 

world. Jesus also made it clear that He would build the church and the gates of hell will not 

prevail against it. There is nothing that Satan or the world can do to ever defeat the church. And 

while that is a completely true statement the reality is that there are many professing believers 

that don’t finish well. There are many along the way who get sideswiped, distracted, 

discouraged, and disillusioned. There are many along the way who aren’t growing in their faith. 

And as a result when the trials of life come, when the pressures of the world rise, when the so-

called “scholars” of the day bring some new “evidence” to light then all of a sudden the 

immature believer is shaken, he is moved. But, Jesus came and gave His life for us, not only so 
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that we would be saved from our sin, but so that we would also be rooted in Him and growing 

for His glory. As we think of this I want us to make three observations from this passage of 

Scripture. 

I. The Wonders of Christ (vs. 1-3, 9-10) 

It makes sense that a sermon series all about Jesus would speak so much about Him. Remember 

the false teachers of the day were trying to show that Jesus alone wasn’t enough for experiencing 

abundant and eternal life. Paul debunks the thought by showing that there is no life at all without 

Christ. All that we are and all that we have is because of the wonders of Christ. I can think of no 

better way to speak of Jesus than to speak of His mighty wonder. The word “wonder” means “a 

feeling of admiration or amazement.” When I consider the reality of Who Jesus is and what He 

has done for me I can’t help but to think of Him with amazement, admiration, and adoration. 

David himself could relate. Over 25x’s in the Psalms he burst out in praise over the wonders of 

the Lord. For example, Psalm 40:5 says, “Many, O Lord my God, are the wonders which You 

have done, and your thoughts toward us; There is none to compare with You. If I would declare 

and speak of them, they would be too numerous to count.” But David wasn’t alone in his praise. 

In Psalm 89:5 he declared, “The heavens will praise Your wonders, O Lord; Your faithfulness 

also in the assembly of the holy ones.” Psalm 136:4 states, “To Him who alone does great 

wonders, for His lovingkindness is everlasting.” In fact, the entire chapter is statement after 

statement about the wonders of the Lord. David clearly knew the importance of recognizing the 

wonders of the Lord but he also understood the danger that exists when we forget or neglect his 

wonders (Psalm 106:7).  

A. His Position (vs. 9-10) 

We pick up this morning right where we left off last week. First, we see that Jesus was 

God in flesh. There were many trying to mislead the early church by convincing them 

that Jesus was simply a good man, even a prophet, but that He was not God. This false 

belief has been a part of Satan’s attack for a long time. Still in our day today, every false 

religion of the world has to first determine how they will try to discredit Christ. But, no 

matter how deceptive their logic may be or how smooth their talk may be, no man and no 

movement can change what God the Father has already revealed. According to verse 9, 

“In Him ALL the FULLNESS of Deity dwells in bodily form.” This should sound 

familiar to us. We saw this just last week in Colossians 1:15,19, “He is the image of the 

invisible God, the firstborn of all creation…For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all 

the fullness to dwell in Him.” This word “fullness” means that Jesus is the sum total of all 

that God is. All of His divine being and attributes are found in Jesus. He is the full image, 

the exact representation of God. If you want to know what God is like, simply study the 

life of Jesus. If you want to know how He cares for people, how He judges sin, how He 

moves in power simply look to Jesus. We see this all throughout the Scriptures. John 

testified of Jesus in John 1:18, “No one has seen God at any time; the ONLY 

BEGOTTEN God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.” This word 

for “explain” means “revealed” Him. Jesus Himself testified in John 14:7, 9b, “If you 

had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him and 
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have seen Him….He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us 

the Father’?” Here in Colossians 2:9 Paul clarifies that the fullness of deity dwelt only in 

Jesus. The word for “dwell” literally means “a permanent residence” which is showing 

that Jesus wasn’t temporarily God. He has always been and always will be the second 

person of the God-head. Nobody and Nothing can change this fact. There is no 

comparison to Jesus and any other man or religious leader. He is supremely above all. He 

is all power and authority over all rule and authority. Yet, in His power, He doesn’t shun 

us or push us away. Instead, He invites us to Himself to be full in Him. Verse 10 says, “In 

Him you have been made complete.” It is saying that we don’t need anything or anyone 

else to be full or satisfied or complete. When a person is born again into God’s family 

through salvation he has all that he needs in Christ. Wiersbe sums it up well, “Nothing 

needs to be added to Christ because He already is the very fullness of God. As the 

believer draws on Christ’s fullness, he is filled with the fullness of God. What more does 

He need?” The point is simply that Jesus Christ is Lord and He is above all things, and in 

grace and mercy He invites us to be made full in Him.  

B. Our Pursuit (vs. 2-3) 

It is encouraging and strengthening to know that Jesus is Lord and above all rule and 

authority. However, this isn’t a truth to simply know and understand. This truth should 

motivate us to know the Lord. In fact, if we have truly believed in the Lord then we will 

constantly desire to know the Lord more and more. Paul models this clearly in his life. 

Philippians 3:7-10, “But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as 

loss for the sake of Christ. More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the 

surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of 

all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, and may be found in 

Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is 

through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, 

that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 

suffering, being conformed to His death.” In other words, Paul’s greatest pursuit in life 

was to know the Lord more and more. This should be our pursuit as well. Let me ask you, 

“Do you know the Lord? How well do you know Him? How often do you spend time 

with Him? What has He taught you lately?” Verse 2 shows us that it is through knowing 

Christ we have understanding. It is through knowing Christ that we are rich beyond 

measure. In fact, the same Greek word for “wealth” was used in Luke 12 to describe the 

rich man who had more than he could hold and considered building new barns. The point 

is that we have all that we need, more than enough through Christ. It is not referring to 

physical riches, but to the spiritual riches that we have in Christ. Ephesians 1:7-8 says, 

“In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of His grace which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight.” 

Friends, we must pursue our relationship with the Lord. The riches of heaven have been 

offered to us in Christ. Yet, many of us don’t know what we have in Christ. Verse 3 says 

that in Christ, “Are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” True treasure, 
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eternal treasure, is found in Jesus. But in order to enjoy this treasure we must work it out 

as if we would get below the surface and work out gold from a mine. **ILL: Marriage 

is a wonderful gift. However, I don’t know how wonderful the gift really is until I 

work it out. I believe that many of us who know Jesus haven’t yet fully discovered the 

treasure that we have in Him. We must spend time with Him. We must read His word. 

We must meditate on His ways. We must praise His name. We must not neglect Him. 

**ILL: William Randolph Hearst and his art collection. He required an intense search 

for a specific work. He asked, “Did you find the treasure?” His associate confirmed that 

he had indeed found the piece, but he didn’t buy it because, “Mr. Hearst we found it in 

your warehouse. You already own the valuable piece.” The same is true for believers. In 

Christ we have all that we will ever need and all the treasures of heaven are ours through 

Him. When you have Jesus you have everything. You don’t need to search the world over 

for new answers, new explanations, or new understandings. We have it all in Christ. I 

encourage us then, to heed Psalm 105:4, “Seek the Lord and His strength; Seek His face 

continually.”  

II. The War Against Christ (vs. 4-5, 8) 

Paul quickly explains why he has reminded us about the supremacy of Christ. We need to know 

that Jesus alone is Lord because there will be many who will try to convince us otherwise. In 

fact, the world as a whole will try to disprove that Jesus is Lord and will aim to lead us to turn 

from the Lord. In these verses I believe that Paul spells out for us all that we need to know about 

this battle. 

A. Our Adversary (vs. 4a) 

I believe it is important for every believer to identify the source of our battle. It is 

important to know who the real enemy is. Paul, here, says, “I say this so that no one will 

delude you.” It is implied that people will try to mislead you to turn away from the Lord. 

And, truthfully, when we think of spiritual warfare and conflicts we can usually quickly 

identify a person. Jesus Himself could speak of Judas. Paul could speak of Alexander the 

coppersmith who did him much harm. I have been a pastor long enough that I can quickly 

recall specific names of people who appeared to be my adversary. However, we need to 

clearly identify the enemy. Ephesians 6:11-12 tells us, “Put on the full armor of God, so 

that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not 

against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world 

forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.” 

We may think of a specific name, but God is calling us to understand that our enemy is 

not flesh and blood. Our battle is against the devil and his demonic forces that have been 

wreaking havoc on the earth ever since the Fall. 1 Peter 5:8 explains, “Be of sober spirit, 

be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 

someone to devour.” The text is telling all Christians to be controlled, alert, and watchful 

because we have an enemy. We must always be sober and watching for his attacks. On 20 

different occasions in the NT, believers are reminded to be on the alert, to Watch. Most 

of the time, interestingly, it is Jesus who commands it. We must be alert because Satan is 
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a dangerous enemy. It’s interesting to notice the meaning of his two key names. “Satan” 

literally means adversary, while “devil” literally means “the accuser, slanderer.” He, is 

the accuser that has caused all sorts of problems between Christians and in churches. We 

must be sober in spirit and aware that the attack will come. **ILL: If you knew that your 

house was to be invaded tonight you’d be awake and alert and ready for the attacker. 

Likewise, must we be with Satan who can cause more harm than just a robber.  

B. His Ambition (vs. 8) 

Please don’t be naïve about his motive. His desire is to destroy you and diminish what 

God has done for you. There could not be a greater contrast. Jesus came to give life 

abundantly. The key to that abundant life is found in John 8:34-36, “Jesus answered 

them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin. The slave 

does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever. So if the Son makes 

you free, you will be free indeed.” This is what Jesus does in our lives when we believe 

in Him. However, notice what Satan does. He strives to take us captive. He strives to 

make us slaves to sin. Make no mistake about it, Satan wants to destroy you. John 10:10-

11, listen to what Jesus says about Satan and then about Himself, “The thief comes only 

to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. I am 

the good shepherd: the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.” Listen, you’ve 

heard me say that God has great plans for your life and He does, but I remind you that 

Satan would love nothing more than to destroy everything about your life. 

C. His Attacks (vs. 4, 8) 

These verses are clear about how Satan was attacking the church at Colossae and we see 

these attacks still today. In fact, I am convinced that Satan’s attacks are not new. He still 

uses the same old methods, but he is certainly persistent in what he does. Notice verse 4, 

he attacks through persuasive arguments. Then in verse 8, he attacks through philosophy 

and empty deception. God is clearly showing us that Satan’s main tactic is that he attacks 

the mind of man. God calls us to love the Lord with our heart, soul, mind, and strength. 

But, Satan comes against that and tries to sow seeds of doubt in our minds. All the way 

back to Adam and Eve he started by tempting Eve by attacking her mind. He tempted her 

to doubt God’s goodness, His justice, and His love. Once the seed of doubt was planted 

he denied God’s Word that disobedience would bring judgment and death. Having 

received the seeds of doubt she accepted Satan’s lie and was tragically deceived. Satan 

told her that if she’d eat of the forbidden fruit then she wouldn’t really die. He said that if 

she’d eat of the forbidden fruit her eyes would be opened and she would be like God. But 

Satan deceived her and lied to her. When both Adam and Eve ate of that fruit their eyes 

were certainly opened, but they weren’t like God. In fact, it was then that they ran in 

shame from God and hid themselves. Did you know that he is still convincing people of 

this today? When you start believing that you can do whatever you want to because that’s 

what you want you have bought into the lie of Satan. You have convinced yourself that 

you are God and have no other responsibility or authority. Satan is a deceiver. He will do 

anything and everything to deceive us and make us disobedient to the Lord. He always 



6 
 

seeks to hold people in spiritual blindness and he does so through deception. In fact, in 

Matthew 4 Satan tried to deceive Jesus Christ three different times. If he would strive to 

deceive Jesus you must know that he’ll try to deceive you. He’ll try to undermine our 

belief in the Bible as the inspired, infallible Word of God. He would like us to think 

wrong thoughts about God the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit. He would like us to water 

down the commands of being like Jesus – holy, gracious, joyous, patient. He would like 

us to by occupied with the cares of this world so that we lose sight of the world to come. 

As a deceiver, he will mix a little bit of truth with philosophies of the day and lead you, if 

you’re not careful, into all sorts of false teachings and theology. In John 8:44b Jesus tells 

us exactly about Satan. He said, “He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not 

stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks 

from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” 

Satan always goes after the mind. He presents clever arguments that sound good and 

reason well. But these arguments, according to Colossians 2:8, are based upon man’s 

traditions and the world’s principles not upon the will and word of Almighty God. They 

will deceive you and mislead you.  

D. Our Advantage (vs. 5) 

I must say quickly that God has not left us alone in this battle. In fact, He has already 

won the victory for us through Jesus’ death and resurrection. However, when we face the 

enemy we must remember that we have not been left alone. He has given us His Word to 

arm us for the battle. He has given us His Holy Spirit to comfort us and guide us in all 

truth. He’s given us pastors as under-shepherds who equip us and watch over our souls. 

And He’s given us a fourth thing that we see emphasized in verse 5. He’s given us the 

body of Christ, fellow heirs of grace to walk alongside of us. As Paul looks at the 

Colossae church that is being attacked with lies and false teaching he actually rejoices 

because of something that he sees. He used two military terms to describe it. 1) Paul saw 

good “discipline.” The Greek word meant “order” and it described the intentional 

involvement and arrangement of soldiers for battle. In other words, when we face the 

battle we aren’t alone. We have one another to encourage, to help, to stand in the gap, to 

hold accountable, to pray, to bear one another’s burdens, etc. Let me ask you Christian, 

does your church family know that they can count on you? Are you involved in their 

lives? Are you praying for and with others? Community Groups are a great way to get 

involved in the lives of others. Are you fulfilling your calling to serve, to give? Do you 

realize that your action or lack of action impacts others? 2) Paul saw “stability of their 

faith.” It means they were unified in their faith and presented a solid front. It is a direct 

reminder of the shield of faith from Ephesians 6:16. The shield of the Roman solider in 

that day was usually about four feet long by two feet wide, made of wood, and covered 

with tough leather. As the soldier held it in front of him it protected him from spears, 

arrows, and even fiery darts. The edges of these shields were built so that an entire line of 

soldiers could interlock shields and march toward the enemy like a solid wall. This 

suggests that we Christians are not in the battle alone. As we join together in unity of 
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faith we march onward to defeat the enemy. There is no such thing as a “lone ranger” 

Christian. You can try to live the Christian life on your own but you will be weak in your 

faith and you will eventually be overwhelmed by the floods of life. God designed us to be 

a part of His body. We need each other! We each must do our part! 

III. The Walk of Christ (vs. 6-7) 

The truth is that many of us who claim to be Christians are unfortunately very weak in our faith. 

We may truly be saved and we may truly be in the faith, but many aren’t growing in the faith. 

Some have this concept that being saved is good enough. God says that we are to diligently seek 

to always grow in our faith. This is why Paul calls us to work out our salvation with fear and 

trembling. Friend, you should Thank God if you’re saved, but your salvation experience isn’t the 

height of what God has in store for you. He has more for you, but we must be firm in our faith. 

Ephesians 4:14-15, states “As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by 

waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in 

deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who 

is the head, even  Christ,” The words “tossed to and fro” literally mean “surging like the sea.” In 

other words, Paul is talking about Christians who are so weak in their faith that they are easily 

swayed and moved, like a small child that can be easily picked up and put down at the whim of 

others. He is saying that those who aren’t mature in their faith are especially vulnerable to the 

attacks of the enemy and the lies of the world. So, the key to sustaining and enduring is that we 

must walk in Christ, just as we received Him. How did we receive Him? By faith and obedience. 

How must we walk in Christ daily? By faith and obedience. Walking in Christ demands three 

things: 

A. Be Grounded (vs. 7a) 

I say “grounded” because this is the picture that Paul has in mind. He shared the same 

thought in Ephesians 3:17, “so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and 

that you being rooted and grounded in love.” **ILL: Tree (Psalm 1:1-3) The image here 

is of a tree that is not swayed by the storm and is not moved by the flood. Nor is the tree 

dry, dead, and fruitless. The tree isn’t moved and the tree remains vibrant because its 

roots go deep into the soil and has access to nourishment. Like a tree with deep roots in 

rich soil, believers have been firmly rooted in Christ. This is something that has already 

occurred and speaks of our permanent connection to Him. Jesus has become the source of 

our spiritual nourishment thus enabling us to grow and produce fruit. God is basically 

showing us that there is no way to live a “Christian” life without being deeply rooted in 

Christ. 

B. Be Growing (vs. 7b) 

As we walk in Christ, we are built up in Him. Here Paul gives us the picture of a 

building. **ILL: Building that sat as rubble for many years. Listen to Ephesians 

2:19-22, “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with 

the saints, and are of God’s household, having been built on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole 
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building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you 

also are BEING BUILT together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.” God is showing 

that we should be growing to be more and more like Christ. “Being Built Up” is a Greek 

word showing continuous, ongoing action. As we study God’s Word and obey it we will 

“grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,” 2 Peter 3:18.  

C. Be Grateful (vs. 7c) 

This is a powerful evidence of a vibrant walk with Christ. If you spend time with Jesus 

you will be a grateful person. Again Paul uses a picture. **ILL: River banks 

overflowing. His point is not that of destruction, but simply that when we are rooted in 

Jesus and growing in Him, our inner man can’t hold all the thankfulness in. It will 

overflow in such a way that it comes pouring out of our mouth, you can see it in our eyes, 

you can observe it in our service, you can measure it in our sacrificial giving, you can 

sense it in our joy. The life that is rooted and built up in Christ will overflow with praises 

to the Father. What about you? Is this true in your life?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


