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Only Jesus Can Raise You from the Dead 

Colossians 2:10-15 

I am thankful to know that we have all that we need in Jesus. He alone is the Hope for all of the 

world. Where can we go for answers to life’s deepest questions? We can go to Jesus. Where can 

we turn when life seems to be falling apart at the seams? We can go to Jesus. Where can we run 

when we realize that we are helpless to change our situations? We can go to Jesus. Where can we 

go when we fear the future? We can go to Jesus. Where can we go to find unfathomable peace? 

We can go to Jesus. Where can we go to find unspeakable joy? We can go to Jesus. Where can 

we go to find unconditional love? We can go to Jesus. Where can we go to find undeserved 

grace? We can go to Jesus. Where can we go to find forgiveness and healing? We can go to 

Jesus. Where can we go to find life abundant? We can go to Jesus. All these things and more are 

found in one Person and one Person alone – Jesus. Throughout this fall semester we are going to 

see over and over again that the answers to our greatest need is “Only Jesus.” We first learned 

that only Jesus can restore our desire to grow in our relationship with God. We then learned that 

only Jesus can redeem us from our sin. We then saw that it is only through Jesus that we can be 

reconciled to God the Father. Last week we learned that only Jesus can root us in the faith, which 

is vitally important in a day where there are so many attacks against the Christian faith. Today 

we learn a fourth powerful truth about Jesus – Only Jesus Can Raise Us from the Dead. 

Jesus, can heal the blind. He can heal the lame. He can calm the storm. He can even raise the 

dead to life. In the gospel accounts we know of at least three people that Jesus raised from the 

dead. Additionally, Jesus Himself after He was crucified was placed into a borrowed tomb. Then 

three days later He personally rose again from the grave. So, Jesus had the power to raise the 

dead and He Himself also rose from the dead. It would make sense, then, that He can raise us 

from the dead. However, doesn’t that present an obvious question for us? Doesn’t it cause us to 

wonder, “Wait a minute, I am not dead? How can Jesus raise me now if I am not currently 

dead?” I believe that God answers this question and many more in our text this morning. God is 

showing us that not only are we dead, but we can be raised from the dead and the only way this 

can happen is through Jesus. My hope this morning is to show us three reasons why Jesus alone 

is the only way that we can be brought from death to life.  

I. Jesus Alone Can Deliver You From Sin (vs. 10-13a) 

You may be sitting here thinking that I have lost my mind and am confused by my statement. It 

sounds strange to say that man is dead, but I am speaking of being spiritually dead. The text 

deals with this in great detail. 

A. What Man Is 

Without Christ we are spiritually dead in our sin. Verse 13 says, “When you were dead in 

your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together 

with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions.” Clearly God’s Word says that 

without Christ man is dead. Now this doesn’t mean that a living man is already physically 

dead. This is speaking of the fact that he is spiritually dead. He is completely unable to 
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understand, appreciate, and respond to spiritual things. He can do nothing of himself to 

please God. When a person is physically dead they cannot respond to anything 

physically. You can call their name, seek their advice, and try to talk to them, but they 

cannot respond to you. **ILL: The first time I preached at a funeral. I was there early. 

The director took me into a back room where the body was located and said, “I’ll give 

you a few minutes alone.” I thought where are you going? I don’t need a few minutes.**    

A corpse doesn’t hear the conversation that is going on in the funeral parlor. A corpse has 

no appetite for food or drink. He feels no pain. He is dead. There is no physical response 

to anything. Similarly, when a person is spiritually dead he is unable to respond to 

spiritual things. His spiritual life isn’t alive and it will not be until God gives it life. The 

Bible says that mankind is dead because of our trespasses and sins. We are spiritually 

separated from God because we fall short of Him and His glory. We are sinners. I’ve 

often heard people describe unbelievers as individuals who have a sickness. But, friend 

anyone who hasn’t believed in Jesus Christ for salvation isn’t just sick. The Bible says 

spiritually they are dead. If we could only grasp our minds around this truth we’d see that 

this world in which we live is like a huge graveyard filled with people who are alive 

physically, but dead spiritually. What a startling reality it would be if we could see things 

as they really are.  

The Bible explains it further in Ephesians 2:1-3. It is describing who we were before 

Christ saved us and changed us. It is describing you today if you haven’t yet believed in 

Christ to be your Lord and Savior. The Scripture says, “And you were dead in your 

trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, 

according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the 

sons of disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, 

indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind and were by nature children of wrath, 

even as the rest.” In other words, the man without Christ is ultimately controlled and 

influenced by three things: 1) The World. The “world” can be defined as the culture and 

its influences that surround us. It’s the teachings, attitudes, values, and philosophies of 

the culture in which we live. The world puts pressure on each and every one of us to 

conform to its ideals and philosophies. The world would have us to deny God and His 

Word and accept our own philosophies and ways. The world would have us to believe 

that if it’s right for you then everything is ok. The world would have us to believe that 

sex outside of marriage is ok as long as two people love each other. The world would 

have us to believe that same-sex relations is ok. The world would have us to believe that 

we can do as we please. That’s why Romans 12:2a commands, “And do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,…” Jesus calls 

us to live for Him, to live like Him and not like the world around us. But, the unsaved 

person, whether he realizes it or not is controlled by the values and attitudes of this world. 

2) The Devil. Satan is the “prince of the power of the air, the spirit now working in the 

sons of disobedience.” Because of his power and demonic forces, the Bible describes him 

in John 12:31 as the ruler of this world. Notice the Bible didn’t say that he has power 

over everything. Only God has absolute power and authority. However, Satan is the ruler, 

the leader, the chief of the world – the system that opposes God – and through this Satan 
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influences the lives of all unbelievers, and also seeks to influence believers. His chief 

goal is to make all people disobedient to God. He himself was kicked out of heaven for 

being disobedient to God and he wants others to follow his example and fulfill his 

desires. **ILL: Mark, “The devil told me to.” 1 Peter 5:8 says, “Be of sober spirit, be 

on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 

someone to devour.” 3) The Flesh. When we see the word flesh, it isn’t referring to our 

literal body. We all have flesh. Of itself, our bodies aren’t sinful. The “flesh” refers to the 

sinful nature that all of us were born with. This sinful nature, the “flesh”, wants to control 

our body and mind and make us disobey God. It is our sinful nature. **ILL: Have you 

ever noticed that you don’t have to teach an animal to act like an animal. Similarly, 

nobody had to teach you how to tell a lie. Nobody had to teach you how to throw a fit. 

Nobody has to teach you how to be selfish and do whatever you want to do. By our very 

nature we know how to do those things. Listen, why does a sinner act and behave like a 

sinner? Because he has the nature of a sinner. Those who are spiritually dead are 

dominated by the world, the flesh, and the devil and do not possess eternal life. This is 

what it means to be dead in our sins. On our own, we are given to our sinful nature, 

deceived by the devil, influenced by the world, and can’t in any way change our standing 

before God. We are spiritually dead. 

B. What Jesus Did 

We’ve already seen this clearly. Colossians 1:19-20a, “For it was the Father’s good 

pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him (Christ), and through Him to reconcile all 

things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross;” In other words, 

when we were dead in our sins Jesus willingly gave His life for us. Paul summarized it in 

2 Corinthians 5:15, “And He died for all so that they who live might no longer live for 

themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf.” Paul’s life was 

consumed by what Christ had done for him. He never got over the love that the Lord 

Jesus Christ had shown. He never took for granted the great sacrifice that Christ had 

made for him. In fact, Paul describes that Sacrifice even more clearly in Romans 5:6-8, 

“For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one 

will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would 

dare even to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were 

yet sinners, Christ died for us.” This passage tells us all that we need to know about the 

love of Christ. The passage tells us He died for all of the ungodly. He died for all of the 

world. The passage tells us He died when we were helpless and in need of a Savior. It 

tells us that He gave His life because we are sinners. We are imperfect people and there is 

no way that we imperfect sinners could have a relationship with a perfect, holy God, 

unless, One Who was perfect gave Himself as a ransom and a sacrifice for those who are 

sinners. Jesus did just that. He didn’t do it because we deserved it. But in grace and 

mercy He gave His life for us.  

C. What Man Can Be 
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Man is dead in their sins. But Jesus changed everything when He gave His life on the 

cross and rose again from the grave. Because He rose again and is alive we can be made 

alive with Him. Verse 12 says that we are “raised up with Him through faith.” Ephesians 

2:5-6a says, “Even when we were dead in our transgressions, (God) made us alive 

together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him.” God is 

showing us that when we believe in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior we are saved and 

immediately we are raised from death to life. So, I was dead in my sins, but the very 

moment I called out to Jesus to save me and take control of my life I was instantly saved, 

instantly forgiven, instantly raised from death to life. **ILL: Can you imagine the 

wonder and amazement when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead? I wonder what 

we’d do if we saw something like that happen in our day today. But, spiritually speaking 

this happens every single time a sinner comes to faith in Christ. They are raised from 

death to life. And here we see that baptism is simply a picture of this process. Jesus died, 

was buried and rose again. When we believe in Christ we are exhorted to be baptized and 

identify with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection. Wiersbe sums it up well, “This 

identification means that whatever happened to Christ also happened to us. When He 

died, we died with Him. When He was buried, we were buried. When He rose again, we 

arose with Him.” Eternal life is available to all through faith because of the work of 

Jesus. We who were dead in trespasses and sin are now spiritually alive, in Christ. 

II. Jesus Alone Can Delete Your Sin Debt (vs. 13b-14) 

When we believe in Jesus to be our Lord and Savior we go from spiritual death to life, but that 

isn’t all.  

A. The Cleansing of Our Sin 

We say this so quickly without grasping the full implication. The Scriptures says, “having 

forgiven us all our transgressions.” We aren’t just forgiven, but we are forgiven of all our 

sins. God’s response for all who will look to Him and turn from their sin is forgiveness 

and grace. Listen, we can’t change what we’ve done or where we’ve been, but by Jesus 

giving His life on the cross for every one of our sins, we have the amazing privilege of 

being cleansed and forgiven. Ephesians 1:7, “In Him we have redemption through His 

blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace.” When we 

could do nothing to change our own guilty standing God intervened and exerted His 

power to allow us the opportunity to be pardoned. God, though, goes a step further. He 

even invites us to come to Him for forgiveness of our sins. Isaiah 1:18 records, “Come 

now, and let us reason together,’ says the Lord, ‘Though your sins are as scarlet, they will 

be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they will be like wool.” Please 

hear this. God is pleading with us to repent and be forgiven. Consider how patient and 

gracious He has been to us. Psalm 103:10-12, “He has not dealt with us according to our 

sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the 

earth, so great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him. As far as the east is 

from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.” God Himself declares 

in Isaiah 43:25, “I, even I, am the one who wipes out your transgressions for My own 
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sake, and I WILL NOT REMEMBER your sins.” Micah 7:19 even says that God casts 

our sins into the depths of the sea. All of these vivid pictures are given to emphasize the 

completeness of God’s forgiveness. When He forgives, He forgives thoroughly. God does 

not remember them against us any longer. If you have believed in Jesus, your sins have 

been forgiven. Pardon is not a matter of hope but of fact.  

B. The Cancelling of Our Sin 

Notice, that when Jesus died on the cross He “canceled out the certificate of debt against 

us.” It is important for us to understand what this meant in that culture. The original use 

of this word was to describe a financial debt that one owed. It was a contract of sorts that 

could prove someone’s fault and responsibility. However, the word quickly took on a 

different use in the judicial statement.  It was customary in the Roman judicial system 

that when a man was condemned as guilty of a crime and put in prison, the official would 

take a certificate and nail it to the prison door. It was called a “CERTIFICATE OF 

DEBT.” On that certificate of debt there would be a listing of the crime that the man 

committed along with how long he had to serve in prison. Then, when he had fulfilled his 

duty to the law, his certificate of debt was marked as “Paid in full.” It was taken, given to 

the judge, who would approve it and then the freed man would carry it with him. This is 

so important. If anybody were to accuse him of that crime again, he could pull out the 

certificate of debt, and say, “Yes, I was guilty, but my debt has been paid in full.” That is 

what happened when the offense was minor.  

There was a greater “Certificate of debt” ascribed when someone committed a capital 

offense worthy of death. They would take the offense that he’d committed, list it clearly 

and then they would nail it to his cross above his head. That’s the reason that Pilate nailed 

a sign above the head of the Lord Jesus saying, “This is Jesus,” or, “Jesus Christ, the 

King of the Jews.” He was basically saying of Jesus, “Here was a man who made Himself 

King.” This was their only accusation against Him. And remember, those crucifixions 

weren’t done privately. This was in front for everyone to see. When people would walk 

by those crosses and see the people hanging there they could easily look above their 

heads and see the names and listings of sins that they had committed. The Romans 

wanted people to see a man die in agony and pain on the cross. The crowd would look on 

and think, “I won’t ever do that. I don’t want to suffer those consequences.” They 

basically would make an example of them. However, we know that Jesus had not 

committed a single sin, yet He was sentenced to the most cruel form of punishment for 

guilty criminals. Why? Because He was giving His life in our place. He was giving His 

life as a substitute for us. We are the ones who were guilty. We are the ones who had 

sinned against a holy God and the Bible says in Romans 6:23 that the wages of sin is 

death. So, when Jesus died on that old cross He cancelled the huge debt that was against 

us. Jesus took the handwriting that was against us and nailed it to His Cross, to show 

before the entire universe that its power to condemn us had ceased forever. He paid the 

full debt of our sin and we can now be forgiven of all our sins.  
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Charles Spurgeon said it best, “All our transgressions are swept away at once, carried off 

as by a flood and so completely removed that no guilty trace of them remains. They are 

all gone! O believers, think of this, for the all is no little thing: sins against a holy God, 

sins against His loving Son, sins against gospel as well as against law, sins against man as 

well as against God, sins of the body as well as sins of the mind, sins as numerous as the 

sands on the seashore, and as great as the sea itself: all, all are removed from us as far as 

the east is from the west. All this evil was rolled into one great mass, and laid upon Jesus, 

and having borne it all He has made an end of it forever. When the Lord forgave us, He 

forgave us the whole debt. He did not take the bill and say, ‘I strike out this item and 

that,’ but the pen went through it all—PAID. It was a receipt in full of all demands. Jesus 

took the handwriting that was against us and nailed it to His Cross, to show before the 

entire universe that its power to condemn us had ceased forever. We have in Him a full 

forgiveness.” 

III. Jesus Alone Has Defeated the Enemy (vs. 15) 

The Bible says, as we saw last week, that we have a very real enemy. His name is Satan. He is 

the thief who comes to steal, kill, and destroy. But Jesus came to give us life abundant and 

eternal. This abundant and eternal life is only available through Jesus because of what He did to 

Satan. 

A. He Disarmed Satan 

The powers and authorities of this evil world stripped Christ of His clothing and His 

dignity and made a public spectacle of him on the cross. In doing so they thought they 

had triumphed over Him by putting Him to death. Little did they know that the victory 

actually belonged to Jesus. When Jesus died and rose again He completely conquered 

Satan and his demonic forces. We see here that as part of that victory, Jesus completely 

disarmed Satan. The Greek word here means “to make of no effect.” It is showing us that 

Jesus literally stripped Satan and his cohorts of their authority. In that day it was used to 

refer to the stripping of armor of the enemy on the battlefield. It doesn’t mean that Satan 

has been destroyed, but it does means he’s stripped of His authority and power. It does 

mean that Satan has absolutely no power over the believer because the believer has been 

adopted into God’s family and his sins have been covered by the blood of Jesus. It means 

that Satan only has power in our lives when we give it to him. It means that I don’t have 

to be a slave to sin. I don’t have to keep going back to the things of old. It means I don’t 

have to be conformed to this world. It means that I am not powerless against the attacks 

of Satan. I don’t have to be bullied by the devil. I can live daily in victory because Jesus 

already won the victory for me. Satan no longer has any power over you because Christ 

has stripped Satan’s weapons from him. He is disarmed. The only power he has is what 

we give him when we allow him to deceive us and create fear in our lives. We’ll talk 

more about this in a few weeks, but Satan has absolutely no power over a child of God 

who is filled with the Word of God and controlled by the Spirit of God.  

B. He Declared Satan’s Doom 
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Jesus also made a public display of Satan and his forces. Verse 15 is a powerful picture of 

Christ’s triumph over evil. The cultural background to this verse is very rich. When the 

Romans went off to fight their enemies, after winning the war, they would bind their 

defeated foes together by the hands and march them single file back to Rome where they 

would have a huge celebration. When they returned they would have a type of parade. At 

the front of the parade would be the conquering General. Following him would be those 

soldiers who had acted heroically in battle. The rest of the army would follow. And then 

at the rear of the procession would be all those who had been conquered. As they would 

march past the Roman crowds, the people would mock them and insult them. They would 

also celebrate and praise their generals. It was certainly a “public display.” It was a 

display showing that the enemy had been defeated and their end was certain.  

The Biblical point is that Jesus has so soundly defeated the enemy that He has made a 

public spectacle of him. His end has been determined. Satan is a defeated foe. I imagine 

that Satan and his demons had quite the celebration when Jesus died. They thought for 

certain that they had won. But Jesus rose again in victory and declared judgment upon 

Satan. Yes, he is roaming to and fro today seeking someone to devour. Yes, he is still 

blinding the eyes of many to prevent them from seeing who Jesus really is. But if you 

have believed in Christ as your Lord then we are a part of this victory. The Colossians 

had participated in that victory, and so can we. Every person who calls upon Christ as 

Lord shares in this victory. We don’t have to follow false teachers and we don’t have to 

give in to Satan. Jesus is the victor and He has triumphed at the cross. 1 Corinthians 

15:55-57, “O death where is your victory? O Death, where is your sting? The sting of 

death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the 

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 


