
“Fellowship…Our Fuel” 

Hebrews 10:19-25 

Intro: This morning as we look to God’s Word we are going to continue a sermon series that is 

crucial during this specific season of ministry. Throughout the process of meeting and praying 

with the pastoral search team and then fellowshipping with the pastor’s council and then the staff 

– one of the clear realities that was continually demonstrated was that “Crosslink doesn’t need 

fixing, it needs furthering.” The more I prayed about this the more I was convinced this was true. 

However, in order for God’s work to be furthered we must first make sure that our foundation is 

strong. **ILL: I remember being a freshman at Liberty University when the main academic 

building was a one story cracker jack box. As the university was growing they had a vision to see 

the place grow and expand. They knew they had to expand the main academic building. Dreams 

were shared, plans were drawn, money was raised, etc. However, there was something strategic 

that had to take place before the building could be expanded to facilitate the growth of the 

student body. In order for the building to be strong they had to first dig down deep and 

strengthen the foundation so that it could support the structure that would soon grow. Without a 

strong foundation it could never hold the weight of growing building. I believe we can related to 

this. Friends, God has done an incredible work here at Crosslink, but I also believe in order for 

Crosslink to be furthered and be all that God wants it to be we must take time to dig deep and 

make sure that the foundation is stable and strong.  

In order for our foundation to be strong we must have the right elements in their proper place. 

We can’t ignore or dismiss a single one. We saw several weeks ago that the first key component 

to the foundation is that Jesus is the head of the church. He is the chief cornerstone in this firm 

foundation. The second key element we discovered is the Word of God. Jesus is the Head of the 

church and His Word is our authority. God’s Word should be our authority in all that we do in 

our lives, in our homes, and certainly in the church. Because God’s Word is our authority we 

must seek the Bible for doctrine, reproof, for correction, and for training in right living. The 

third key component is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Gospel is the good news of Jesus Christ. 

The fourth element is prayer. We learned then that prayer is the avenue through which we 

experience the power of God in our lives. Last week we discovered the fifth element of our 

firm foundation – worship. We saw then how worship is more than our singing and giving. We 

are called to live a lifestyle of worship by being surrendered to the Lord every day. Today we 

come to the sixth part of our foundation – our fellowship. Just as we should be committed to 

God’s Word, to prayer and these other key truths we must also be committed to fellowship. 

Unfortunately, many believers often fail to recognize the importance of this element, but it is 

absolutely vital to the health of the church. We see that clearly in the text that we read today.  

Read Text 

When we think of “fellowship” many things likely come to mind. Perhaps we envision a group 

of people hanging out together in someone’s living room spending time in prayer. Perhaps we 

envision families gathered together in some common purpose or interest. I imagine that many of 

us think of a group of people gathered together around a dinner table enjoying a meal. These 
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images are synonymous with “fellowship.” While they certainly are applicable they aren’t 

thorough in their depiction. People can enjoy a meal without even saying a word. Or people can 

gather together in conversation without truly having fellowship. God has much to say about 

fellowship in His Word.  

We see clearly of the early church that they placed great priority in fellowship. Perhaps shocking 

to most is that they seemed to place equal value on fellowship as they did in learning the 

apostles’ teaching and prayer. Acts 2:42-45 says, “They were continually devoting themselves to 

the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone kept 

feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles. And 

all those who had believed were together and had all things in common; and they began selling 

their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need.” In 

other words, the result of their relationship with the Lord was they were fully devoted to the 

apostles’ teaching, to prayer, and to fellowship. When these ingredients were Spirit-led it 

resulted in a supernatural love, unity, and compassion for all. Not only that, but it seems obvious 

that this sweet fellowship was contagious. It was like a fuel to the fire. They couldn’t stop. Acts 

2:46-47 says, “Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from 

house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, 

praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day 

by day those who were being saved.” Can you imagine the sight? These young believers weren’t 

given to a million distractions. These young believers weren’t being forced to gather. This 

fellowship was like a fuel that kept increasing the flames of their love for the Lord and their 

longing for one another. It is important to remember that this was all happening in a culture that 

was aggressively opposed to the name of Jesus. They simply couldn’t be restrained from their 

faithful devotion. I believe that God wants us in the same way to be committed to the fellowship 

of the saints. Here in Hebrews 10:19-25 we see three key truths that every believer shares in 

common. If we will realize these and apply them we can experience the same type of fellowship 

as the believers in Acts 2. 

I. A Shared Privilege (vs. 19-22) 

It is important for every believer to realize that while we have many differences, when it comes 

to the most important things we share much in common. The passage starts with this reminder 

that we are all “brethren”, which means that we are all family. Please understand that this is 

referring to all who have accepted Christ. Many may say, “But, pastor, we are all God’s 

children.” However, according to Scripture, that isn’t true. We are all God’s creation. However, 

we are not His children until we are adopted into His family through believing in His Son Jesus 

Christ. Then we are God’s children. Regardless of where we came from or how long we’ve been 

a Christian or how much we know or how gifted we may be, etc. we are children in the same 

family, loving and serving the same Father. This is a tremendous privilege. It is not something 

that we earned or deserved. It is all because of Jesus and our position in Him. 

Have you ever considered all the privileges that we have in Christ? Perhaps the most concise 

description of these privileges are found in the opening chapter of Ephesians: 
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Ephesians 1:7 – In Christ we have been redeemed and forgiven of our sins. 

Ephesians 1:8 – In Christ we have experienced the lavish riches of His grace. 

Ephesians 1:9 – In Christ we have purpose and identity. 

Ephesians 1:20 – In Christ we have a secure place in heaven.  

That is not all. These are just a few of the blessings that we have because we are privileged to be 

positioned in Christ. What a joy it is to be a part of the body of Christ! The body of Christ is 

made up of many members. We are different and diverse but we are tremendously blessed. 

A. The Way of the Lord (vs. 19-22a) 

The passage says in verse 20, that we have a new and living way to enter into the holy 

place – the presence of God. The truth is that the believer today has an access to God 

which is far greater than anything allowed by the Old Testament Law. Believers today 

experience a privilege that only the high priest enjoyed in the Old Testament. In fact, 

even the high priest entered the holy of holies only once a year. At that time there was a 

thick veil that separated the holy place from the holy of holies; it was a barrier between 

man and God. The high priest was the only one who was allowed to enter the holy of 

holies. As he would go he would take with him an animal’s blood from the sacrifice that 

had been offered. This was the norm of the day. However, that practice is no longer 

necessary because of what Jesus did. When Jesus came to this earth He came as the Lamb 

of God to take away the sins of the world. He was the only perfect sacrifice that could 

ever be given. All of the Old Testament sacrifices were simply a picture, an illustration of 

what was to come. But Jesus was the final sacrifice that fulfilled the plan of God.  When 

He shed His blood and died, God the Father tore that thick veil that separated the 

common man from His holy place. So, the reality and reason that we can experience 

God’s holy presence is because Jesus made a way for us. We don’t need the blood of an 

animal. The blood of the spotless Lamb of God has already been shed for all who believe. 

This reality is new. The Bible also says that it is a living way because Christ is alive and 

working on our behalf even now. Hebrews 7:25 says, “Therefore He is able also to save 

forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make 

intercession for them.” Friends, we now have an open invitation to experience the 

presence of God. While the old priests were only allowed to visit the holy place once a 

year, as believers we are able to dwell in the presence of God every moment of every 

day. What a great privilege! 

Since Jesus is our great priest we have direct access to the Father. He invites us, 

welcomes us and encourages us to come and seek Him. Knowing this is a great privilege 

we must never approach Him with an arrogant, flippant attitude. Jesus is the way, but He 

also tells us the way to approach the Father.  

We must seek Him with a sincere heart – “a sincere heart” 
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The text says that we must approach Him with a sincere heart. In other words, we must 

be careful that we are genuine, authentic, and honest when we come before Him. There 

should be no masks, no deception, and no hypocrisy. We must approach Him in sincerity. 

 

We must seek Him with a Confident heart – “in full assurance of faith” 

 

Now, I realize that we are to approach the Lord with humility and reverence, but this 

doesn’t mean that we should be afraid to come to Him. **ILL: I know that there were 

some times as a child and even as a teenager when it was difficult and scary approaching 

my dad for various things. Sometimes I was terrified to ask something of Him. But, I 

didn’t have to be afraid. My father loved me. I shouldn’t have shied away from asking 

things of him. The same is true with God. For those who have believed in Christ, we are 

His children. We can be sure that God is a loving and gracious Father. God is the greatest 

Father anyone could ever know. He protects us. He never slumbers or sleeps and He is 

watching over us. He comforts us. He will never leave us or forsake us. He has sent the 

Holy Spirit, the Great Comforter to give the comfort and counsel that we need. He 

counsels us. He guides us in the way of abundant joy and everlasting life. He loves you. 

He loves you with an everlasting, unconditional love. **ILL: As parents, we love to 

bless our children. We love to give gifts and pour out our love upon them. Matthew 7:11 

says, “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 

more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!” Friend, 

God looks at us in Hebrews 10 and says, “draw near to me with full assurance of faith.” 

Draw near with full assurance of faith. Don’t doubt. Don’t hesitate or waver.  **ILL: 

Honor God by the magnitude of your request.  

B. The Washing of the Lord (vs. 22b) 

When Jesus taught the disciples how to pray to God the Father in Matthew 6:9-12 He 

told us to pray, “Our Father Who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom 

come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts as we also have forgiven our debtors….”  There were many 

things that Jesus was teaching here, but as we realize the love and grace of God in Him 

being our Father, we should never forget that He is also holy. There is no sin or wrong in 

Him. He is holy. The word “hallowed” means “sacred, holy, consecrated.” When we 

come into the presence of our holy, heavenly Father we quickly realize our sinfulness and 

we long to also be holy. Many people focus on living lives that make them “happy”. But, 

God calls us to live a holy life. Ephesians 1:3-4, “Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places 

in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be 

holy and blameless before Him in love:” 1 Thess. 4:7, “For God has not called us for the 

purpose of impurity, but in sanctification.” Again how are we sanctified and made holy? 

How can we who are sinners be made clean? The only way is through the blood of Jesus. 

In the Old Testament priest had to go through various washings and the applying of blood 

on the Day of Atonement. Also during the regular daily ministry, the priests had to wash 
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at the laver before they entered the holy place. But, for the Christian today we have no 

such obligation. We must simply believe in Jesus Christ and surrender to Him as Lord. 

Titus 3:5-6 says it this way, “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done 

in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 

renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ 

our Savior.” Praise the Lord for the amazing privilege we have. Jesus is the living way to 

the Father and through Him we can be washed clean.   

II. A Shared Promise (vs. 23) 

Why must we be committed to fellowship? Because we share the same privilege. By God’s grace 

alone we can be saved and have a right relationship with God the Father. Additionally, we should 

share fellowship because we are recipients of the same promise.  

A. Our Future (vs 23a) 

Like the early readers of Hebrews today we, too, face many things that tend to distract us 

from the promise. For the early church many were being tempted to forsake their 

confession of Jesus Christ by going back to the Old Covenant worship. So, God called 

them to cling to their confession of hope. Notice that God didn’t tell them to hold fast to 

their salvation, because their salvation was secure in Christ. Instead He exhorted them to 

hold fast to their confession, their profession of their hope. This “hope” is one of the main 

themes of Hebrews. This hope is in the fact that Jesus Christ is coming again. God is 

calling them not to forget that His promises are true and that they will ultimately be 

fulfilled when Jesus comes again. This truth should cause us to eagerly look forward to 

His coming. This is the hope of glory. Colossians 3:2-4 says it well, “Set your mind on 

the things above, not on the things that are on the earth. For you have died and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, is revealed then also you will be 

revealed with Him in glory.”  

We should all have faith and hope in the reality that Jesus Christ is coming again. The 

Second Coming of Jesus Christ is one of the most repeated teachings in all of Scripture. 

Jesus Himself said in John 14:1-3, “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, 

believe also in Me. In my Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I 

would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. If I go and prepare a place for 

you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be 

also.” If Jesus has kept all His promises thus far, why would He break this one? He is 

returning. The angels of Acts 1:11 knew this. They proclaimed, “Men of Galilee why do 

you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 

will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.” Friend, Jesus 

is coming again.  

It’s a powerful thing to realize that we have hope. Consider the multitudes in the world 

who live their lives in extreme desperation longing for peace, longing for hope. And for 

those who have put their faith in Christ we have both peace and hope. You can look to 

other things for hope but you are sure to be disappointed. But when you have your hope 
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fixed on Christ and rely on the faithfulness of God, you will never waver or be 

disappointed. Christians, we must hold fast to the profession of our hope. There are many 

things that will seek to influence you to silence your profession and let go of your hope. 

The world around us would strive to convince us that Jesus isn’t such a big deal. He died 

and is gone and that’s the end of it. Doubt within our hearts can creep in. We can start to 

doubt whether His promise is still true. But, we must cling to His promise and trust His 

Word. Jesus is coming again. 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 declares, “For the Lord Himself 

will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the 

trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain 

will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we 

shall always be with the Lord. Therefore, comfort one another with these words.” We 

must cling to this hope and encourage one another along the way. 

B. His Faithfulness (vs. 23b) 

Notice the basis for our confidence in this hope. Jesus is the basis for this hope. He who 

promised that He would come again, He who promised to prepare a place for all who 

believe, He is faithful. It means that He is unwavering. He has never lied. He has never 

left a promise unfulfilled. He is faith.  

 

III. A Shared Purpose (vs. 24-25) 

We should fellowship because we share a common privilege of being children of God. We 

should fellowship because we share a common promise – that is we share the same future that 

we will be with the Lord for all eternity. Finally, we see that we share a common purpose. We 

share the same calling to the body of Christ.    

A. Be Considerate of one another (vs. 24) 

Fellowship with God must never become selfish. We must also fellowship with other 

Christians in the church. I’ve known a lot of believers that had been hurt or just didn’t 

trust people and as a result they became like the “lone-ranger.” They tried to do 

everything on their own. But that is not how God designed the church. God designed us 

to be a part of His body. The reality is that we each need one another. If you are a part of 

the body of Christ you can’t be effective or grow all by your lonesome. 1 Corinthians 

12:12-14, 25, “For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the 

members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one 

Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or 

free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but 

many….(God has done all this) so that there may be no division in the body, but that the 

members may have the same care for one another.” Friend, we’ve all been put together in 

the same body by the Lord Himself. We must work together. We must fellowship 

together. We must grow together. I believe this was the truth that the Lord was teaching 

Peter when He asked Peter about his love. On three occasions Jesus asked, “Peter do you 

love me.” And, three times Peter said, “Lord, you know that I love you.” And Jesus 
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responded then by saying, “Feed my sheep.” In other words, if you really love Jesus 

Christ then you will serve and minister to His people.  

Our primary consideration should be that we contemplate how we can prompt one 

another to further love and good works. The key word here is “stimulate.” **ILL: 

Perhaps you’ve been around a campfire that was providing light and warmth. The glow 

of the fire was refreshing and relaxing. But, as all fires do the fire began to fade and die 

out. What do you do when that happens? If you want the fire to continue, you take a 

poker or a shovel and stir up the coals or the logs so that the air can circulate and the fire 

can stay alive and hot. By stirring up the logs the air is like fuel to the fire allowing it to 

continue. On the other hand, there are times as the fire burns a log or coal will fall down 

and roll off to one side. When it falls at first you can see the bright, glowing fire. But 

because it is isolated by itself, after a short while, that log begins to lose its luster. The 

glow fades and before long it is black with just a wisp of smoke that gives evidence that it 

was once on fire, but now it has become cold and lifeless. This is the picture that the 

author has in mind. As believers in Christ we are to stir one another up, that the flames 

will continue burning bright so that the light of Christ will shine brighter than ever in us 

and through us.   

B. Be Committed to one another (vs. 25a)  

It’s amazing how faithfulness in church attendance encourages others and stimulates 

them to love and good works. But apparently, in the early church some of the wavering 

believers had been dismissing themselves from the church gatherings. They weren’t 

being faithful in their fellowship. It should burden us when we see this happening in our 

day today. Often times in our culture Christians will say, “Well, I don’t have to go to 

church to get to heaven.” That may be true, but I would argue that if a person truly loved 

Jesus then they would strive to get involved in the church knowing that Jesus gave His 

life for the church. In fact, I believe that if Jesus willingly gave His all for the church, 

then there is nothing that we should be unwilling to give for His body. We must be 

committed to meeting and fellowshipping together. It is such a tragedy when someone 

stops attending the fellowship of the believers. They soon begin to lose their zeal and 

passion for the Lord. Like a cast sheep they get comfortable and complacent and 

unknowingly are in a very dangerous position. Just like that isolated log from the fire, if 

we are not in close connection to those who are on fire for the Lord, we too will grow 

colder and colder toward the things of God until we appear no differently than the 

unsaved people around us.  

God’s Word commands us to “not forsake the assembling of ourselves together.” The 

word used for “assembling” is only used twice in the Bible. Here it refers to the gathering 

together of believers on earth. The only other time it is used is in 2 Thess. 2:1, and there 

it refers to the gathering of believers in the air when Jesus returns.  In most churches we 

tend to place more significance on that assembling that will take place in the clouds one 

day. But did you know in God’s eyes the gathering together of believers for 

fellowship today here on this earth is just as thrilling, and important as the 
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gathering that will take place when Christ returns. If God values this so greatly, then 

certainly we should do the same. 

“Satan always hates Christian fellowship; it is his policy to keep Christians apart. 

Anything which can divide saints from one another he delights in. He attaches far more 

importance to godly intercourse than we do. Since union is strength, he does his best to 

promote separation.” - Charles Spurgeon  

C. Be Cheering on one another (vs. 25b) 

I think it’s extremely important here to point out that the emphasis wasn’t on what a 

believer could get from the assembly. The emphasis is on what the believer would 

contribute to the church. The text specifically says that we should be “encouraging one 

another.” So often, churches are the last places people want to be because they see the 

people as judgmental and legalistic. However, God is showing us that we must be a 

people who are encouraging one another towards the things that honor God. It is more 

than just comforting one another in times of difficulty. It means that we are to be 

cheering one another on to further growth and further service to the Lord.  

 Jesus said all men would know that we are His disciples by our love for one another. I 

pray that we have such a love, encouragement, fellowship, and presence for one another 

that the whole community would say, “Those people are different. They really love one 

another” We must cheer one another on for the glory of God and the edification of the 

church. 1 Thessalonians 5:11, “Therefore encourage one another and build up one 

another, just as you also are doing.” Hebrews 3:12-13, “Take care, brethren, that there 

not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God. 

But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called ‘Today’, so that 

none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.”      

Brothers and sisters, we have a shared privilege that we have been adopted into the family of 

God. We have a shared promise, that we will be together with the Lord for all eternity. Knowing 

this, let’s commit today that we will be faithful to fulfill our common purpose – to consider how 

we can strengthen one another, to commit ourselves to fellowshipping together and to cheer one 

another on as we grow in the Lord.  

“Aloneness can lead to loneliness. God's preventative for loneliness is intimacy - meaningful, 

open, sharing relationships with one another. In Christ we have the capacity for the fulfilling 

sense of belonging which comes from intimate fellowship with God and with other believers.” - 

Neil T. Anderson 
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Synopsis: In this message, Pastor Matthew calls the church to recognize the necessity and the 

benefits of Christian fellowship. Each believer is a part of the body of Christ and has a specific 

role to fulfill in encouraging one another in Christian growth and maturity. 
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