
The X-Factor: Love God, Love People 
Image is Everything 

Exodus 20:1-6 
 

Intro: This summer, I’ve been taking Salem through a series on loving God & 

Loving People by dealing with the 10 Commandments. In these messages, 
we’ve established that these commandments are not cold, impersonal laws 
passed down by a distant deity, but rather instruction on life and safety from a 
loving Heavenly Father (Torah – translated “law” but means “instructions” in 
most OT references). Out of his love for his covenant children (Hebrews 3,500 
years ago & us), he provides these instructions for our benefit. The 1st 
prohibits having any God’s before, beside, instead of or in conflict with him! 
 

Some Laws are Irrelevant & Unbelievable, such as… 

 Mass: Illegal to wear stilts while working on a construction site 

 Detroit: Illegal to tie an alligator to a fire-hydrant 

 Maui County, HI: Children must be 12 to play on a busy highway. 

 Kern Co, CA: Illegal to play bingo while intoxicated 

 Texas: Windshield wipers are required for all vehicles, including those 
with no windshield at all. 

 
Commandment # 2: God is going to deal with our idols. I’ll never forget my 
first trip to the nation of Haiti back in Nov of 2012. On my way down, I read 
the history of this little nation that occupies 1/3rd of the Island of Hispaniola 
only 775 miles off the coast of Miami, Florida. It has been the poorest nation in 
the western hemisphere for many years and, after the massive earthquake in 
2010, it is now the poorest nation on earth. But, the most striking reality 
about Haiti is that it is the unofficial Voodoo Capital of the World. In order to 
understand the context in which we would be ministering, we made our way to 
one of the local temples and spoke with the priest. We walked through the 
village, past all of the merchants selling sacrifices (food, liquor, live animals, 
etc) and into the temple. There we found an altar where things had been 
slaughtered, burned & sacrificed. On the walls were paintings of various 
beings & items. It was uncomfortable to say the least. After having a 
conversation with the priest, we returned to the mission camp & I lay in my 
mosquito net that night with a thought running through my head: “Is Haiti a 

more idolatrous nation than the U.S.? And if not, why are the idols of Haiti so 
much easier to see than the idols of America? Does that make their idols any 
more consuming, destructive or offensive to God than my own?” 
 
Note: In his book, Surprised by Joy, C.S. Lewis talks about “Chronological 
Snobbery” whereby we elevate modern-day cultural constructs as inherently 

superior to those of past generations. We scoff at the mistakes of previous 
cultures and believe ourselves to be above critique. 
 
Driscoll: Because of this, we are tempted to say that idolatry was a problem 
3,500 years ago but, probably not as much today and certainly not for me! We 
say things like, “Well, 3,500 years ago, they were very primitive. Thankfully 
we’ve evolved beyond idol worship!” No..I have concluded that idols are just a 
whole lot easier to spot in someone else’s life than my own! 

 

Common Problem: Idolatry is the most common of sins. Did you know that 
Commandment 2 is the most repeated of all ten? The word ‘idol’ or ‘idolatry’ 
appears over 220 times in your Bible. Dr. James Merritt notes that there are 
more condemnations of idolatry than any other sin in the entire Bible. 
 
Why? Idolatry is such a problem for the human race because of the self-
evident fact that EVERYBODY WORSHIPS! Christians worship, Muslims 
worship, Buddhists worship and yes, even atheists & agnostics worship. It is 
undeniable that everybody worships, the only variable is whether or not we 
worship God or an idol. That’s why you won’t find a whole lot in the Bible 
about atheism but a lot about idolatry…it is far more common & problematic. 

 
“The opposite of Christianity is not atheism, but idolatry.” Peter Kreeft 

 
Objects of Worship? Some worship a sports team, some worship a politician, 
some worship a person, some worship their family, some worship their careers, 
some worship their sexual preference, and the list goes on. 

 
“Little children, keep yourselves from idols.” 1 John 5:21 (1,800 years later) 
 
Trans: If we are going to love God & love others, then something has to be 
done about our idols! Text & Prop: 3 Statements on Worship from Ex 20:1-6 
 

I. Worshipping the Right God the Wrong Way is Idolatry  – vs. 

4-5a - “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in 
the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them…”  

 
Imagination is a good thing, given to us by God. However, it can also be a bad 
thing that can be used to withdraw from reality and people. Humans have long 
attempted to let our imagination draw comparisons & conclusions about God 
that are woefully insufficient to truly display his true glory! 
 

“An imagined God will always be quite imaginary and unreal.” J.I. Packer 
 
“Idolatry is any attempt to represent the supernatural God in a natural way, a 
spiritual God in a material way…like having a picture of your family and loving 
the picture rather than the family.” James Merritt // Goes for FB photos too 
 
Context: In Ex 20, Moses is on a mountain meeting with God & receiving the 
law. Meanwhile, Ex 32 tells us what is happening down in the camp of the 
Hebrews. The people were worried that Moses wasn’t coming back, so they all 
pitched in their gold jewelry to be melted down into an idol. Notice what Aaron 
(priest & helper to Moses) does after making this golden calf idol… 
 

“And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool 

and made a golden calf. And they said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ When Aaron saw this, he built an altar 
before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and said, ‘Tomorrow shall be a feast 
to the LORD.” Exodus 32:4-5 // Right God, Wrong Worship…Idolatry! 
Right God, Wrong Worship: The Hebrews wanted a visual, concrete image to 
worship. They needed something they could see, feel & touch to worship. It 



seems that Aaron was trying to encourage the Hebrews to worship God while 
still bowing down to an idol. This is often attempted, but never accomplished. 
 
Illus: A little boy was furiously drawing a picture during his free time in 
Sunday School when his teacher asked, “What are you drawing?” He replied, 
“I’m drawing a picture of God.” His teacher laughed and said, “But, nobody 
knows what God looks like.” He replied, “They will when I’m finished!” 
 

“And idol is defined not only as a physical representation of God, but as 
anything that functions as a focus for our worship, even if it has no physical 
representation. Whatever has the place of Jesus Christ in our heart is an idol.” 
Edmund Clowney 
 
Ex: A false mediator between you & God (building, music, preacher, art, etc) 

it’s an idol (I feel closer to God when I’m here…I can’t worship without my 
piano/guitar/style of music…I’m going to usher you into the presence of God). 
When our worship requires more than the written word of God & the invisible 
presence of the Spirit of God, it’s idolatry. Confusion between the creator & 
created (sex, money, fame, glory, power, etc) is idolatry (I live for my job…My 
family comes first…If I got fired, I couldn’t live…my sexuality is my identity). 
Transition: Worshipping the Right God the Wrong Way is Idolatry 

 

II. Idolatry is Offensive to God & Destructive to Others -vs 5b 

“for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers on the children to the 3rd & the 4th generation of those who hate me” 

 

Note: The word jealous literally means, “to burn.” God burns for his people… 
 

“This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘I am very jealous for Zion; I am burning 
with jealousy for her.’”  Zechariah 8:2 
 
Why is God Jealous: Why is jealousy sinful for us, but not sinful for God? It’s 
because God is the only God there is, was or ever will be. Jealousy is wrong for 
us because there are billions of human beings just like us. God is the only God 
there is and, therefore, the only one qualified to be worshipped. God is jealous 
for his people in a similar fashion that I am jealous for my children. I want 

what is best for my kids, just as God wants what is best for His family.  
 

3rd & 4th Generations: This is often mischaracterized as God punishing 
innocent children, grandchildren & great-grandchildren for the sins of the 
parents. But, what God is saying is that parents who practice idolatry will 
most likely have children who practice idolatry, who have children who 
practice idolatry and so on. The punishment of the parents for their idolatry 
will be the same punishment for the children who practice idolatry… 
 
Nothing more important to your family than what & how you worship! 
Nothing! You will worship, so lead your family to worship the Right God the 
Right Way!!! Worshipping the Right God the Wrong Way is Idolatry, It’s 

offensive to God and Destructive to Others… 

 

III. God the Father Offers a Better Way to Worship – 6 “But showing 

steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments.” 

 
Note: It keeps coming back to loving God! This whole series is about Loving 
God and Loving People. God is showing his people that there is a better way to 
worship and it doesn’t involve the flimsy idols we have made. No, he promises 
to display his wonderful love to thousands of generations. Yes, the curse may 
only last 1-3 generations, but the blessing God promises lasts thousands of 
generations! He is so good!!! 
 
Conc: It’s time to stop worshipping cheap knock-off gods and start 
worshipping the genuine God of all Gods! What do I mean by that? 
 
Illustration: Anybody here been to Mount Everest? It’s the highest mountain 

in the world, towering above the Himalayas at 29,029 feet above sea level. 
Anybody here ever see it in person? I’ve heard it’s incredible! But, if you have 

never seen it before…have I got good news for you? I’m going to create an 
image of Mount Everest right here, right now for you to enjoy! You can cancel 
your flights to Nepal, no need to go visit because I am going to make a 
masterpiece right before your eyes that is just as good as the real 
thing…BANG! A play-dough Mount Everest…satisfied? You shouldn’t be. 
 
Application: God is so much greater than Mount Everest and our idols are so 
much more pathetic than my sculpture. Why would we settle for an image of 
our own making, when God has provided something so much better? I’ve titled 
this message Image is Everything because the right image is everything! 
 

“The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.” 
Colossians 1:15 
 
“The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his 
being,” Hebrews 1:3 
 
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace 
and truth.” John 1:14 

 
Invitation: Image is everything! If you want to know God, you’ve got to get to 
know the perfect image of God…Jesus Christ. 
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