
 “It’s All About Jesus” 

Colossians 1:15-23 

This week we have experienced a wonderful week of Vacation Bible School! This week we have 

been on a journey to discover the God of the universe. We have each been starveyors studying and 

learning about the galaxies and the God who made them. As we have explored, we have sought to 

find the answers to Who is this God? What is He like? What is He doing? How can I know Him?  

God has revealed Himself to mankind through three primary ways. He has revealed Himself 

through His Word. If we want to know about God, all we have to do is study the Bible. The Bible 

will reveal fact upon fact of Who He is. The more we read the Bible, the more we want to know 

and understand. In reading the Bible, we quickly discover that the Bible has one primary subject. 

It is all about Jesus.  

God has also revealed Himself through creation. In fact, Romans 1:20 says, “For since the creation 

of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, 

being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.” This means that 

God has revealed Himself to all mankind through the things that He has made. Just by looking at 

the world around us, all mankind knows that there is a God who has the wisdom to plan and the 

power to create. **ILL: When we look at a painting, we naturally understand that there is an artist. 

As we look at the painting, we tend to seek further understanding – Why did the artist do this? 

What is this? What does this mean? When we look at a building, we naturally understand that there 

is an architect who designed it and a builder who fulfilled the plan. As we look closely at the 

building, we seek further understanding – Why did he do this? Why did he put this there? What 

was the purpose for all of this? When mankind looks at creation around them, they can’t help but 

know there is a Creator. A closer look at creation brings us to seek more information about the 

Creator. We wonder, “Why did He do this? Why does this animal have horns and this one doesn’t? 

Why is this bird pretty and this one isn’t? Why am I different than all the rest of creation? What is 

the purpose for me being here?”. God reveals Himself through creation, but interestingly even 

creation points us to Jesus. This should not surprise us at all. This was the same thing that wise 

men learned as they studied the stars. They saw a special star in the sky signifying that the King 

of the Jews had been born. They eventually made their way all the way to Bethlehem. Remember 

it was creation that had gotten their attention and caused them to seek the truth, but where did their 

journey lead them? It led them directly to a young boy named Jesus, so they fell and worshiped 

Him and gave Him gifts. So, the Bible points us to Jesus and creation points us to Jesus. In other 

words, it’s all about Jesus. 

It makes sense then to learn that the third key way that we see that God has revealed Himself is 

through His Son, Jesus Christ. Hebrews 1:2a says it plainly, “In these last days (God) has spoken 

to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things.” Everything we need to know about God, 

want to know about God, and everything we need to know God personally is all revealed through 

Jesus. It’s All About Jesus! 
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Who is Jesus? We know that He is the Son of God, but have you considered these additional truths? 

He is the image of the invisible God. The word “image” here means “an exact representation, a 

complete revelation.” We all know that God is invisible. He cannot be physically seen. However, 

God has fully revealed Himself in Jesus. Jesus is the full image, the exact representation of God. 

This is different than what we typically understand. **ILL: Mack is my son. He says some things 

like me. He is competitive like me. He is athletic like me. He even looks a little like me. When I 

see him, I see parts of me in him, but he is not the exact same. We are different people. He is not 

the full image of me. But Jesus is the full image of God. If you want to know what God is like, just 

study the life of Jesus. If you want to know how He cares for people, how He takes time for others, 

what He likes and dislikes, what He accepts and rejects – just study Jesus. We see this all 

throughout the Scriptures. John testified of Jesus in John 1:18, “No one has seen God at any time; 

the ONLY BEGOTTEN God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.” This 

word for “explain” means “revealed” Him. Jesus Himself testified in John 14:7, 9b, “If you had 

known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen 

Him….He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?” In fact, 

Colossians 1:19 tells us that the “fullness” of deity dwelled in Him. In other words, He was God 

in flesh. He is also the firstborn of all creation. The word “firstborn” in ancient culture meant 

“the supreme one, the high ranking one.” So, “firstborn” was used to refer to authority and 

significance. For example, in Psalm 89:27 God speaks of David and says, “I also shall make him 

My firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth.” But, remember David was the youngest of 

eight brothers. Yet God called him the firstborn because He was going to make David the highest 

king in all the earth. It was a position of rule and authority. Jesus is the firstborn of all creation. 

This means that He is the king and the authority over all creation. This means that it's all about 

Jesus. 

I. In Jesus We Find Our Purpose (vs. 16-19) 

Sometimes people are surprised to learn that Jesus was a part of creation, but this is entirely true. 

John 1:3 tells us, “All things came into being through Him (Jesus), and apart from Him nothing 

came into being that has come into being.” We often think of Jesus’ first miracle taking place at 

the wedding when He turned the water into wine, but according to Scripture Jesus’ first miracle 

took place in Genesis 1 at creation. Genesis 1:26a states, “Then God said, ‘Let US make man in 

OUR image, according to OUR likeness.” Who was God the Father talking to? He was speaking 

to God the Son and the Holy Spirit. Jesus was involved in creation. It is no surprise then as we 

read about Him in the gospels that we find that the winds and waves obeyed Him, and diseases 

and death immediately fled at the sound of His voice. All things were made through Him, so He 

has the authority over all these things. The verse says, “All things were made by Him and through 

Him,” but there is another truth.  

All things were made for Him. The stars, the planets, the earth, the waters, the animals, the trees, 

and even the people – were all made for Him. It is incredible to understand that God uniquely 

made us just the way that we are, but there is an even more amazing truth to grasp. We were made 

for Him. We each were made so that we might believe in Him, trust Him, seek Him, follow Him, 

and worship Him. We were made so that we can know Jesus and live our lives for Him. This is the 
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purpose of our lives. You may wonder why you are here on this earth. Why do you live in the 

Valley right now? What on earth does God have in mind? Regardless of your background and 

situation, every single one of us can have complete confidence that we were created by Him and 

for Him so that we might know Him and love Him.  

II. In Jesus We Are Delivered From Our Problem (vs. 21) 

Discovering the God of the universe starts with the good news that we are not here by accident. 

When God made you He didn’t say, “Oops.” You are not an accident. He made you and created 

you to bring glory to Him. This is wonderful news. But the next truth is that there is a big problem. 

God created man with a unique purpose of knowing Him, but something tragic happened. The very 

first man and woman, Adam and Eve, sinned against God. God had told them directly not to eat 

of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. But they were tempted by Satan and gave in to his 

lies and believed that their way was better than God’s way. They disobeyed God and sinned by 

eating of the fruit of the tree. Their sin affected every human being after them. Every boy and 

every girl from every race and every nation would inherit a sinful nature. Not only this, but the 

Bible says that sin brought death into the world. Mankind was created to love God and live with 

Him forever, but sin messed everything up. It created a problem for Adam and Eve, and those 

problems are passed on to each of us still today. Romans 5:12 says it this way, “Therefore, just as 

through one man (Adam) sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to 

all men, because all sinned.” It is easy to understand that this is true. **ILL: Test of sin. This 

shows us that we are all sinners. Romans 3:23 says it simply, “For all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God.” Sin is our problem and it causes all sorts of issues in our life.  

A. We Are Separated from God 

Our first problem is that because of our sin we were alienated from God. This means that 

our sin causes a separation between us and God. **ILL: Remember how Adam and Eve 

responded to God when they sinned against Him. God made them to know Him and to have 

a relationship with Him. He used to go to them and talk to them in the Garden of Eden. But 

when they sinned, they knew they had done wrong and they were ashamed. As soon as 

God came to talk to them they ran and hid themselves. Then, because they had sinned, 

there were consequences. They were removed from the Garden of Eden and separated from 

that place of fellowship with God. I’m sure Adam and Eve wanted to get back to the garden. 

They wanted to walk with God in the same way as they had done before, but because of 

sin the relationship was broken. In the same way, our sin has caused a separation between 

us and God. Isaiah 59:1-2 says it this way, “Behold, the Lord’s hand is not so short that it 

cannot save; Nor is His ear so dull that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a 

separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His face from you so that 

He does not hear.” Ephesians 2:12 clarifies that because of sin “you were at that time 

separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the 

covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.” Our problem is clear. 

We are all sinners in need of a Savior. Because of our sin, we were completely separated 

from God and were without hope in the world.  
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B. We Are Sinful in Our Actions 

Our second problem is that we were hostile in mind, which resulted in sinful actions. 

The focus of our mind will determine our actions. If we have a mind that is hostile to God 

and His ways, then our actions will be opposed to God. The word “hostile” just means that 

in our sin we are against the things of God. We want to do what we want to do and that’s 

all that matters. When our minds are rebellious to the things of God, it leads to continual 

sinful action. **ILL: “I may be sitting down on the inside, but I’m standing on the 

outside. According to Romans 5:6-11, without Jesus we are described as ungodly, sinners, 

and enemies against God. This is our problem. That is why all throughout the Bible we 

never read that God needs to be restored to us. In every verse and on every occasion, we 

see that we must be reconciled to God because it is us who have sinned and done wrong.  

III. In Jesus We Discover God’s Plan (vs. 20) 

I am so glad that wasn’t the end of the story! Sin messed everything up and created all sorts of 

problems. Today, sin still causes all kinds of hurt, pain, brokenness, and separation. But, the good 

news is that God knows everything. He knew that we would sin. He knew that we would need a 

Savior. And because He is love and full of compassion, He had a plan before the foundation of the 

world to make a way for our sin problem to be solved. He had a plan to meet our greatest need.  

A. Jesus Paid the Price for Our Sin 

We could do nothing to change our standing before God. According to Romans 5:6 we 

were literally helpless of changing things. **ILL: Children understand this. There are 

certain things that they can do, but they have their limitations. There are some things that 

they are completely dependent on their parents for. In the same way, there is absolutely no 

way that we could change the fact that we have all sinned against God. But, praise Jesus, 

when we could do nothing to save ourselves and change our standing before God, Jesus 

did everything that was needed. Look at the change found in verse 21 & 22a, “You (and 

I) were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, yet He has now 

reconciled you in His fleshly body through death.” Please picture this. Because of our sin 

there was a wide gap of separation between us and God. Jesus willingly died on the cross 

to make a way for us to be saved and reconciled to God. Jesus did for us what we couldn’t 

do for ourselves. He gave His life so that we could be set free. He gave His life so that we 

could be reconciled to a right relationship with God. We were deserving of God’s wrath, 

but Jesus went to the cross in our place so that we could be saved. Romans 5:6-11 (show 

text).  

**ILL: Innocent daughter taking the place of punishment in place of her guilty sister.   

In a similar way, we have all sinned and deserve the punishment of God. But, Jesus went 

to the cross in our place. He took the punishment for you and me. He suffered the 

consequences that we deserved. He died the death that I had earned. He paid the price for 

you and me. The greatest act of love that the world has ever seen took place when Jesus 

gave His life on that cross for you and me. You may feel like nobody loves you and that 
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nobody has ever done anything for you, but Jesus gave His very life for you. 1 Timothy 

2:5-6a, “For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ 

Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all.”  

B. Jesus Brings Peace with God 

When you’ve got a problem, there is no peace. This is especially true when the problem is 

sin because sin messes everything up. But, Jesus gave His life for us to pay the price for 

our sin and bring us peace with God. Remember, because of sin we have become separated 

from God and are His enemies. But because of Christ, He has made it possible to have 

peace with God. Ephesians 2:13-14a, “But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were 

far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace.” 

Romans 5:1, “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ.” So when Jesus died on the cross, He satisfied God’s judgment and 

made it possible for God’s enemies, us, to have peace with Him. 

Verse 22 refers to the fact that we must be reconciled to God. The idea is that we must be 

restored to God. The problem must be solved. The conflict must be settled. **ILL: Siblings 

fussing with each other and went their separate ways. Once they each realized their own 

fault and were willing to confess it, they were able to experience reconciliation. God is 

perfect, so our conflict is not because of Him. It is us who have sinned and done wrong. As 

a result, we must seek to be reconciled to Him and, because of what Jesus did for us, we 

can be. Peace with God is only possible when we have been reconciled to God and the only 

way we can be reconciled is through Jesus. God could’ve counted all our sins against us 

and sentenced us to punishment. Instead, He sent His Son to the cross to suffer our 

punishment so that we could be restored to God.  

IV. In Jesus We Experience God’s Promise (vs. 22) 

Here is one of the greatest acts of mercy and grace that is difficult for us to fully understand. It is 

amazing to know that Jesus gave His life in our place so that we might be reconciled to God. But 

that is not all He did. The last part of verse 22 says that because of His work we will be presented 

before the Father as holy, blameless, and beyond reproach. That means that instead of God seeing 

our sin He sees us as forgiven, clean, and without any sin at all. This is AMAZING! What a 

promise! The Bible says that Satan is the accuser of the brethren. He will lie to you and lie about 

you. He will say, “You are filthy. You know the things that you used to do. You can’t change.” 

But, if you believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior you are forgiven, cleansed, and presented 

before God as holy.  He doesn’t see your filth. He doesn’t condemn you. He doesn’t hold your past 

against you. He only sees the precious blood of Jesus that covers your sins. The enemy comes and 

says, “Look at all your faults. You’re ridiculous, inconsistent, always messing up and stumbling, 

you can’t get yourself together.” But if you have believed in Jesus, God says, “You are in Christ. 

You are clean. You are blameless.” Romans 8:32-34, “He who did not spare His own Son, but 

delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? Who will 

bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; who is the one who condemns? 
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Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also 

intercedes for us.”  

**ILL: Luke 15, the prodigal son. 

Think about this for a moment: Who had done wrong? Who had rebelled? Who wasted away his 

inheritance? Who chose to do sinful things? Who ran away? It wasn’t the father, it was the son 

who had rebelled. The father stayed right where he had been the whole time. In fact, I believe that 

father was looking across that horizon every day waiting for his son to return. Finally, after some 

time the son returned and repented to his father by saying, “I have sinned against heaven and you 

and I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” Do you remember the response of the father? 

The Bible says that he had compassion on his wayward son and ran and embraced him and kissed 

him. He then looked to his servants and said, “Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a 

ring on his finger, and sandals on his feet; and bring the fatted calf, kill it, and let us eat and 

celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been 

found.” This relationship between father and son was reconciled and restored. This is a great 

picture of how God relates to us when we humble ourselves, admit our sin, and commit to follow 

Him. God didn’t kill a fatted calf so that we could have fellowship and reconciliation. Instead God 

gave Himself and sent His only Son to pay the penalty of your sin and mine. Why? So that the 

barrier that separated us would be completely destroyed. What happened when the father and son 

were restored? Luke 15:24 says, “And they began to celebrate.” Still today, when one person 

repents of sin and turns to the Lord, there is much celebration both in heaven and on earth.  

 

Have you been reconciled to God? Has your relationship been restored? The only way that can 

happen is through Jesus. It’s really very simple. Jesus said in Matthew 18:3, “Truly I say to you, 

unless you are converted and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.” In 

other words, knowing that you have a relationship with God is so simple that even a child can 

know Him. Also, if anyone is going to know God we must come with the simple faith of a child. 

This week at VBS we said that we begin a relationship with God by following through on the 

ABC’s of salvation: Admit that you are a sinner. Believe that Jesus died for your sins and rose 

again. Commit to follow Jesus as the Leader of your life.  

 

Have you done this? Have you been reconciled to God? Listen to the words of verse 23. The word 

“if” here is not describing a condition that must be met in order to receive salvation. It is showing 

the results of salvation. The proof that we have truly been reconciled to God is that you continue 

in your faith firmly established and steadfast, not moving away from the gospel that you have 

heard. In other words, the proof that you have been reconciled to God is that you will be faithfully 

devoted to the Lord. We should give nothing less than our all to Him. **ILL: A young man at 

VBS said it best this week. After he prayed to put his faith in Christ to save him, I asked him why 

he made that decision. He looked at me simply and said, “Well, Jesus gave His life for me and I 

wanted to make sure that I gave my life to Him.” Friend, It’s All About Jesus! Will you choose to 

follow Him? Will you humble yourself and commit to follow Him? Will you make your life all 

about Jesus? 


