
January 3rd, 2016 
Celebrate and Anticipate 

2 Timothy 2:1-13 
Intro: There is so much to celebrate.  That video was awesome, but it doesn’t 
tell the whole story of what God has done at Crosslink in the last 12 months.  
It’s good for us to remember and celebrate the victories of the past.  It is 
appropriate to thank Him for His goodness, mercy and grace to us. 
 

“Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles…” Psalm 105:5 (NIV) 

 
“I will remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, I will remember your miracles of 
long ago.”  Psalm 77:11 (NIV) 
 

“Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the wilderness 
these forty years, to humble and test you in order to know what was in your 
heart, whether or not you would keep his commands.”  Deuteronomy 8:2 
(NIV) 
 
While we look back, we also anticipate what God may be doing in us, around 
us and through us in the future.  There should be excitement and passion! 
 

“Then Joshua said to the people, ‘Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the 
LORD will do wonders among you.’”  Joshua 3:5 (ESV) 
 
“For I consider the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.”  Romans 8:18 (NASB) 
 
Transition: There is no question in my mind that this is the most difficult 

message to prepare and preach.  An old preacher once told me, “You don’t 

have to preach a Home Run sermon every week, just a solid single each 
Sunday will get the job done.”  And that has been my goal each week for 
these past 7 years, to lift up Jesus by preaching His word and come back 
next week to do the same.  But, this being our final Sunday together in this 
capacity, there is so much I want to say.  There are so many people I want to 
say thank you too.  There are so many memories I want to convey and so 
many challenges I want to offer.  But, in the time we have left together, I have 
decided to follow in the footsteps of the verses we just quoted by 

remembering God’s goodness and anticipating His activity.  Remember and 
Expect.  Give Thanks and Display Optimism.  Celebrate and Anticipate! 
 
This is what Paul does in 2 Timothy 2:1-13 when he challenges his disciple, 
Timothy, to remember what God has done and expect God to do great things! 
 
Read Text & Prop: Paul Challenges to Celebrate & Anticipate in 2 Tim 2:1-
13 
 

I. Celebrate God’s Grace, Anticipate Your Task – vs. 1-2 

 
Note: Timothy was Paul’s son in the faith.  Paul felt compassion and 
responsibility for Timothy’s well being.  But, the greatest way Paul could 

counsel young Timothy was to encourage him to be strong in God’s grace!  It 
was only by God’s grace that Timothy could accomplish his task… 
What was Timothy’s Task? Timothy was a pastor, and some of Paul’s 
encouragement to him was specific to that role in the church.  However, the 
task mentioned in verse two is NOT reserved for a select few super 
Christians.  No, it is universal!  Paul reminds Timothy of his responsibility to 
make disciples.  In fact, he mentions 4 generations of disciples: Paul, 
Timothy, Faithful Men & Others also. 
 

“I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.”  3 John 4 
 
Note: As Paul was deeply burdened for Timothy to Celebrate God’s Grace and 

to Anticipate the task ahead, I want to extend the same challenge to you 
today.  Celebrate what God has done at Crosslink, but only as you are 

anticipating the task ahead.  The Valley & the Nations NEED JESUS, now 
more than ever, so don’t enshrine our 7 years together as the good ole’ days: 
Celebrate God’s Grace to us but Anticipate the Task Ahead.  
 
Making Deposits: Concerning his investment into Timothy, Paul instructs 
Timothy to “commit these to faithful men.”  The literal translation is to 
“deposit them” into faithful men.  As Paul has deposited into Timothy, so he 
should now deposit into others who will do the same.  It is my hope that, if 

God has used me to make a deposit into your life, you would then make 
similar deposits into the lives of others! 
 
Open Hand Illustration: Always live with an open hand… 

 
Trans: Celebrate God’s Grace, Anticipate Your Task… 
 

II. Remember the Sacrifice, Expect to Prioritize – vs. 3-7 

 
Note: Paul prepared Timothy to avoid distractions with three analogies: 

 Stay Focused Like a Soldier at War: The ultimate goal is to please 

your commanding officer.  You are on mission, don’t forget it! 

 Remain Qualified to Compete Like an Athlete: Don’t step off the 

track, don’t take shortcuts and don’t cheat.  How you win the game 
is just as important as winning the game itself. 

 Reap What You Sow Like a Farmer: Realize that you have skin in 
this game and you will reap what you sow.   

 
App: Churches and Christians are being decimated by distraction (½ of SBC 
Churches baptized <1 last year).  Many of you know my background.  Both 
Ashley & I were raised as pastor’s kids and both of us experienced very 
unhealthy church situations multiple times.  Also, the few church staff 
positions that I held prior to coming here were not all good.  When Pastor 
Randy Spencer approached me about Crosslink, I laughed and dismissed it.  
Because, I was just about convinced that the only healthy church in America 
was FBC Woodstock and I had no intention of putting my family through 
what we experienced growing up.  A distracted church is a dysfunctional 
church!  When we take our eyes off the mission, then they naturally turn 
inward.  At this point, a church is no longer worried about making disciples 



and glorifying God.  Now the church has become an organization that exists 
to meet the needs, wants and desires of its members.  Don’t get distracted!!!  
Thank You! Obviously, God drug Ashley and me here kicking and 
screaming.  In the early months, we weren’t convinced it was going to work 
anyway.  But, you supported and followed a rookie 27-year-old pastor from 
Georgia with intentional focus on the mission of God.  I can’t say thank you 
enough for, not only what you did but also what you didn’t do.  You gave me 
space to figure out my own strengths and weaknesses in ministry.  You 
allowed me the freedom to hire staff to fill the gaps of my weaknesses and 
provided my wife the freedom to be the kind of pastor’s wife she wanted to be 
with no expectations placed on her beyond that.  You realized that my kids 
were just like your kids…kids!  We never felt we lived in a glass house, we 
never felt we had to be something we weren’t, you loved us like family and 
there are very few pastors in America who can say that to their churches. 

 
A Step Further: What you have been and done for me, you MUST be and do 
for your next pastor!  Love him, Follow him, Support him, be Generous to 
him and his family.  Don’t be distracted by petty differences of opinion on 
secondary matters.  He is going to make decisions differently than I have.  He 
is going to preach differently.  He is going to have better jokes (they can’t get 
much worse).  He is going to change things.  The best way you can honor me 
and my time here is embrace what God is doing through your next pastor! 
 
Above All: For the last 7 years in every decision, the mission of God was 
given the highest priority because you were not distracted.  As a good soldier, 
you have stayed focused.  As an athlete, you have remained qualified.  As a 
faithful farmer, you are reaping what you have sown.  You have not been 
distracted and that is why, I believe, that you are in the top ½ of 1 percent of 
churches for size, growth, baptisms & global impact for the kingdom of God! 
 
Trans: Celebrate God’s Grace, Anticipate Your Task, Remember the Sacrifice 
and Expect to Prioritize… 
 

III. Give Thanks for Jesus, Assume His Faithfulness  – 8-13 

 

Note: I love this because Paul stops challenging Timothy for a moment to go 
on a preaching streak about how awesome Jesus is!  He tells Timothy that 

Jesus died and rose again.  He explains to Timothy that it is okay to endure 
hardship and suffer for Christ’s sake.  He reminds him that Jesus is faithful 
even when we are not and, ultimately, Christ is worth the sacrifice! 
 

 “Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, 
which also you received and in which you stand, by which also you are saved, 
if you hold fast that word which I preached to you – unless you believed in 
vain.  For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that 
He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.”  1 Corinthians 15:1-
4 
 

Jesus: Lived the sinless life we couldn’t live, suffered the death we should 
have died, rose again on the 3rd day, ascended to heaven and is returning 
one day!  Dear friends, Jesus is worth the light affliction we currently endure! 

 

Conclusion: As I reflect on my nearly 7 years as your pastor, I am compelled 
to celebrate our victories together.  We’ve seen over 300 people baptized and 
hundreds more make professions of faith in Jesus.  We’ve sent missionaries, 
planted churches, built a school/church in Haiti, provided disaster relief, 
made disciples, counseled marriages, taught kids, raised millions for the 
Kingdom of God, and so on…today is a day of celebration. 

 

But… 
 
Today is also a day of Anticipation.  We anxiously anticipate the next 
chapter of Crosslink Community Church and believe it will be greater than 
any we have experience before.  We believe that Crosslink’s best days are 
ahead of her and that the things we have just celebrated will be overwhelmed 

by the things that are to come.  Can I tell you why I believe this?  Not 
because I am such a great leader that has laid such a solid foundation that it 
is indestructible (I’m not and it certainly is not).  Not because your next 
pastor is going to be the perfect leader and preacher (he’s not).  Not because I 
have faith in you to continue to make disciples who make disciples who make 
disciples for the glory of God (even though I believe you will). 
 

“Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you 
will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.”  Philippians 1:6 
 
Remember… 
 

“From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no 
more.  Then Jesus said to the twelve, ‘Do you also want to go away?’”  John 
6:66-67 
 
But wait… 

 
“After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one 
could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in 
their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our 
God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’”  Revelation 7:9-10 

 
I am confident in the future of Crosslink because I know who holds the 
future of Crosslink.  The future of Crosslink belongs to the one who 
promised… 
 

“On this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.”  Matthew 16:18 (ESV) 
 
Invitation: This is the Jesus who will build and sustain His church.  This is 
the Jesus who is worthy of our repentance and faith.  If you have never 
turned from your sin and trusted Jesus with your life I want to invite you to 
that surrender today! 


