
The Gospel of John: that you might believe…and LIVE 
Jesus is the Vine 

John 15:1-11 
Intro: Today I want to talk to you about the absolutely indispensable key to 
living the Christian life.  Now, I’m not overstating my point to get your 
attention.  I hate it when people do that.  Like when watching TV, in only 3 
minutes of commercials, you will be led to believe that there are dozens of 
things that are absolutely indispensible to your life (i.e.: Show each on 
Screen: dust mop slippers, automatic spaghetti twirling fork, & the 
motorized ice-cream cone, etc.)  These products claim to be indispensable 
to your life. 

 
Today, Jesus is going to tell you what is really the indispensable key to living 

the Christian life.  Jesus, not an infomercial or even a preacher…Jesus. 
 
Hudson Taylor was the founder of the China Inland Mission, & was 
responsible in the mid-19th century for leading hundreds of missionaries 
into China’s interior for the first time. In 1869, when he was 37 years old, he 
entered a new phase of life.  His son Fredrick Howard Taylor wrote in 1932, 

“Here was a man almost sixty years of age, bearing tremendous burdens, yet 
absolutely calm and untroubled. Oh, the pile of letters! any one of which might 
contain news of death, of lack of funds, of riots or serious trouble. Yet all were 
opened, read and answered with the same tranquility — Christ his reason for 
peace, his power for calm. Dwelling in Christ, he drew upon His very being and 
resources. . . . And this he did by an attitude of faith as simple as it was 
continuous. Yet he was delightfully free and natural. I can find no words to 
describe it save the Scriptural expression “in God.” He was in God all the time 
and God in him. It was that true “abiding” of John fifteen.” 
 
Note: What was so special about this section of your Bible that it fueled the 
latter days of ministry of one of the greatest missionaries in church history? 
 
Text & Prop: 3 Indispensable Keys to the Christian Life in John 15:1-11 
 

I. Understand Your Identity as a Branch 

 

Note: The first thing that comes to mind when I think of a branch is that, 

without the tree-trunk or life-giving vine, it’s only good for firewood. 
 
You are a branch, I’m a branch and everyone on planet earth is a branch (say 
it).  The only question is, what kind of a branch?  Two Types of Branches: 

 True Branches: Bear fruit (vs. 2, 4, 5 & 8), remain in the love of 
Christ (vs. 9) & submit to Jesus who submits to the Father (vs. 11) 

 False Branches: Produce no fruit; resist the love of Christ & rebel 

against the word of God. 

 
In his first letter, John draws continual contrast between disciples & the lost. 
Believers confess their sins (1:9) unbelievers deny their sins.  Believers 
demonstrate love for others (2:10) unbelievers do not (2:4).  Believers live in 
patterns of righteousness (3:6), unbelievers do not (3:9). 

 

“If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.”  John 8:31 

 
“The branch cannot produce its own life; it must draw that life from the vine.  It 
is our communion with Christ through the Spirit that makes possible the 
bearing of the fruit.”  Warren Weirsbe 
 
Transition: Understand your identity as a branch and… 
 

II. Remain Attached to the Vine named Jesus 

 
Illus: Erwin Lutzer tells the imaginary story of a hunter in the woods who 
came face to face with a massive grizzly bear.  While he was terrorizing the 

man, the bear asked, “What do you want?”  The hunter said, “I want a warm 

fur coat.”  The bear said, “That’s fair enough.  I, on the other hand, want a full 

stomach.  Can’t we talk about it and negotiate?  Perhaps we can come up with 
a compromise.”  Half an hour later the bear got up and lumbered off.   On the 
ground was the hunter’s gun.  As you stop to think of what happened, you 
realize that they both got their wish – the bear got his full stomach and the 
man got his fur coat!  Now, you might think this is the kind of win-win 

scenario that God wants for you, but… 
 
In John 15, Jesus gives the final great “I AM” statement.  Jesus is going to 
make the point that the only way the branch can live, survive and 
accomplish anything is to be attached to the vine!  But, with Him… 
 
Illus: The Banyon Tree (Show Picture) is one of the most beautiful trees of 
the tropics.  It’s massive trunk, height and spread make it a beautiful shade 
tree.  Its branches reach out, and then finally to the ground and when the tip 
reaches the ground, it takes root and a new tree springs up.  This is a 
glorious illustration of Jesus’ point in John 15.  He is the vine (trunk), we are 
the branches and if we remain in Him we will produce fruit!  Authentic fruit! 

 
Great News: To a believer who is remaining attached to the vine, he or she 
does not have to manufacture fruit, it comes naturally from the vine. 
 

“I am the vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me, and I in him, 

bears much fruit: for without Me you can do nothing.”  John 15:5 
 
“So what does Christ mean?  He means that we cannot bear spiritual fruit 
without him.  We can tie fruit onto our lives like ornaments on a Christmas tree, 
but the real fruit of his character comes from the vine itself.” Kent Hughes 
 
“It is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.” Phil 

2:13 

 

“The hands on the clock move because they can’t help it.  The power within 
constrains them.”  D.L. Moody describing John 15 

 
Trans: Understand your identity, Remain Attached to the Vine… 
 



 

III. Accept Pruning by God the Father 
 

Note: Because God the Father wants us to be spiritually productive; He takes 
every branch and prunes them for maximum fruit production.  The 
vinedresser in a vineyard would prune the branches in two distinct ways: 

 Removal of Dead Wood: Unbelieving, false disciples that bear no 
fruit are eventually removed from the vine & burned (Judas Iscariot). 

 Make Room for Fruit Production: Believers experience the painful 

process of God cutting off living tissue that is robbing us of spiritual 
vigor.  This may involve cutting away bad things, but it could also 
include removal of good things in order for His best to grow. 

 

“Before I was afflicted, I went astray, but now I keep Your word.”  Ps 119:67 

 
“It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I may learn Your statutes.” 
Psalm 119:71 

 
Note: Pruning is a vital process for a vineyard and it is critical to the life of a 
disciple of Jesus Christ.  Is it fun?  Is it pain free?  No, but… 
 

“Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; 
nevertheless, afterwards it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those 
who have been trained by it.”  Hebrews 12:11 
 
A Step Further: Pruning by the Father is never enjoyable, but we must 
remember that our heavenly Father is never closer to us than when He is 
pruning us.  In those moments when we are dealing with our most painful 
pruning, He is actually closest to us. 
 
Concl: In John 15, Jesus tells us what the indispensable key to being a 
disciple actually is.  It’s understanding your identity as a branch, it’s 
remaining attached to the vine called Jesus and it’s accepting pruning by 
God the Father.  In conclusion, let me illustrate to you what this looks like: 
 
J.D. Greear describes himself as a lazy yardman who only cares about 
avoiding angry neighbors and seeing the tops of his kids’ heads as they go 

out to play.  His wife, however, wants a beautiful manicured, plush, bright, 
green lawn with flowers to accent the yard.  One day, she asked JD to go deal 
with the weeds that were taking over the flowerbeds.  There are two ways to 
do this: tediously pull up each weed by the roots or napalm the entire bed 
with weed killer.  This took care of the weeds, but also took out a few rose 

bushes caught in the line of fire; beautiful budding rosebushes turned into 
tumbleweeds.  This did not make Mrs. Greear happy.  So, imagine JD going 
down to the local florist and purchasing a dozen roses, taking them home 
and then attempting to staple them onto the tumbleweeds in order to make 
his wife happy.  Will that work?  Of course not!  It might look halfway decent 
for a week or so, but those stapled rose petals are dead.  They are not tapped 
into the life-giving structure of a living vine! 
 

“Most of the strategies for Christians growth in many churches amount merely 
to ‘rose-stapling techniques.’”  Paul Tripp 

If you are finding it impossible to worship, follow, serve and share 
Jesus, it could be that you are a branch that is not abiding in the vine!  
If you’re time in the word is sporadic at best, your prayer life is non-existent, 
you can’t seem to tithe with regularity and you haven’t shared Jesus with 
anybody in months, it might be because your attempting to staple dead fruit 
on a dead bush and call it Christian living.  Why not trust Jesus??? 
 

“He who abides in Me and I in him, bears much fruit…” John 15:5 

 
The Christian Life is not about Living for Jesus, It’s about Jesus living 
through YOU! 

 
Or, maybe you are going through a time of intense pruning.  They say that 
90-95% of the vine gets cut away at pruning time.  If you go to Northern 
California in the late summer & fall, the vines are absolutely full and 
gorgeous.  If you go back to the same vineyard in the early spring the sight is 
much different.  It’s just a bunch of ugly sticks shooting out of the ground. 
 
You may feel that way, but you can take comfort in the fact that God is 
pruning you for a new season of fruitfulness in His kingdom!  Accept his 
painful work in you and trust Him in the process. 
 

Jesus is the Vine 

Reading List 
Monday: Galatians 5:22-23 
Tuesday: Matthew 3:7-8 
Wednesday: Psalm 1:1-6 
Thursday: Philippians 4:10-20 
Friday: 1 John 2:6 
Saturday: 2 Corinthians 5:17 
Sunday: Joshua 1:8 


