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“Is it really true that that which the early church so depended on—the leadership of the Spirit—
has become irrelevant to us today?” 

John Newton 
 

“What if you grew up on a desert island with nothing but the Bible to read…You would be 
convinced that the Holy Spirit is as essential to a believer’s existence as air is to staying alive.”  

Francis Chan 
 
Who or What is the Holy Spirit? 

 The Holy Spirit is a Person 

 The Holy Spirit is God 

 The Holy Spirit is Distinct from the Father and Son 
 
I. A Gift for the Disciples: His Presence (vs.4b-7) 
 
“Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, 
the Helper will not come to you.  But if I go, I will send Him to you.”     

  John 16:7 
 

“Having the Holy Spirit in them, [Jesus] said, would be better than having his bodily presence 
beside them.” 

J.D. Greear 
 

How would your relationship with God change if you saw His presence with you as a real 
person? 

 
II. A Gift for the World: Conviction (vs.8-11) 
 
Sin is the truth about man; righteousness is the truth about God; judgment is the inevitable 
combination of these two truths. 
 

What if you understood that feeling of conviction as his actual voice? 
What if you recognized that the Spirit had to move so that your family member, coworker, 

neighbor or friend could become a Christian? 
 
III. A Gift for Believers: Revelation (vs.12-15)  
 
In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in 
him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we 
acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.” 

Ephesians 1:13-14 
 

What difference would it make if you realized that Jesus Himself continues His ministry in you 
through the Spirit? 

 
“It’s not so much about what you do for God but what you allow God to do through you.”  

John Welborn 


