
A Cross-link Legacy Halftime Celebration 
Joshua 5:13-15 

 

Introduction: We have been experiencing God’s grace here. 

 2007: Faith Bible Church nearly disbanded. Less than 50 people. 

 2008: CBC Staunton adopted FBC & re-launched it as CCL. 100 

 2009: Called me as first Lead Pastor of CCL running around 120 

 2010: Average attendance at 200 in 1 Worship Event (60%) 

 2011: Average attendance at 250 in 1 Worship Event (25%) 

 2012: Average attendance at 375 in 2 Worship Events (50%) 

 2013: Average attendance at 600 in 3 Worship Events (60%) 

 2014: Average attendance at 660 in 4 Worship Events (10%) 

 
Questions: With 100,000 people within a 10-mile radius, why has the 
growth of CCL slowed down?  Is that a problem?  What can be done about it?   

 
Let me lay my cards on the table: We have some amazingly committed, 
generous people here at Calvary Cross-link who have been and continue to 
go “All In” on following Jesus!  However, there are many of you that are only 
“Halfway In” or “sort of in” when it comes to the mission of God at CCL: 

 Of the 660 currently attending CCL less than half are serving in any 

intentional ministry of the church. 

 Of the 660 currently attending CCL, only 43% belong to a Life Group 

 Of the 660 currently attending CCL, less than 1/3 of you are actually 

covenant members of Calvary Cross-link. 

 Of the 660 currently attending CCL, nearly half give nothing or next 
to nothing to kingdom work.  And most of them give nothing at all!  

That’s not a money issue, it’s a heart issue! 

 
Of course I’m not talking about those of you who have only been here for a 
few weeks.  It takes a little time to figure out if you want to be a part of this 
church and how to plug in.  And furthermore, I realize that it’s impossible for 
me to know everything you’re doing and I’m not setting myself up as a judge. 
 
However, I am absolutely confident in saying that there are many of you 
here today who are merely spectators in the church.  Cross-link for you is 
more like an event you attend than a community you belong to or a mission 
you believe in.  You are a fan of Jesus…not a follower. 

 
Fact: One of the major indicators of our follow-ship of Jesus is how we spend 

our money.  It is not the only factor, but Jesus said money is the currency of 
our lives and that how we spend our money indicates where our heart really 
is and where our true kingdom lies.  But, people object when a preacher 
talks about money saying, “Why does it always have to be about money?” 
assuming that we teach this stuff because we want your money!  Jesus talks 

about money more than any other subject because money is the most 
accurate barometer of where your heart is! 
 

“Many people object to me talking about money precisely because how they 
spend their money indicates that their commitment to Christ is a sham…You 
can talk a big game all day long, but your wallet betrays you!” J.D. Greear 
Big Idea: God is calling each of us to move beyond spectating & go ALL-IN 
with Jesus!  He is demanding that we be more than fans of Jesus, but true 
followers!  Joshua will illustrate this for us today.  Moses is now dead & 
the mantle of leadership of the nation of Israel into the Promised Land had 
fallen to Joshua.  The first major challenge is Jericho, the most fortified city 
in the world!  The scene we are about to read takes place on the eve of the 
battle of Jericho.  Joshua is very nervous because… 

 War is Imminent!  Israel is armed & ready to fight! 

 This is Joshua’s first opportunity for leadership (replacing Moses!) 

 Understandably, he’s having trouble sleeping and goes for a walk. 

 

Read Text & Prop: Joshua’s Legacy is found in Joshua 5:13-15 
 

I. Joshua Was on God’s Side 

 
Note: Joshua was taking his walk “by Jericho:” right outside the walls.  
Joshua is a man’s man!  He’s right outside the enemy’s wall and encounters 
a man in the darkness with his sword drawn.  A lesser man would have run, 
not Joshua.  He runs up to the guy & challenges Him to a fight!  Write this 
down: Joshua is the Chuck Norris of the Old Testament! 
 
Question: Joshua asks the man whose side he’s on & he says “NO.”  “NO” 
means that Joshua has asked the wrong question (Am I on your side?)  The 
right question is “are you on my side, Joshua?”  Who did Joshua encounter? 

 Clue # 1 – He’s called Commander of the army of the LORD 

 Clue # 2 – Joshua worships this guy without being rebuked 

 Clue # 3 – He’s called “the LORD” in chapter 6 of Joshua 

 Theophany = Old Testament, pre-nativity appearance of God in 
human form.  This is Jesus!  Joshua encounters Jesus!!! 

 
The rest of the story: Joshua leads Israel into the Promised Land! 
 

II. Whose Side Am I On? 

 
Joshua met Jesus & So Have we!  Jesus is Calling Us to Four Things: 
 

a. Jesus is Calling Me To Surrender 

Most of us realize that we need God in our lives.  We certainly don’t want to 
be an adversary.  Family, Emotions and Afterlife would be better with Him.  
This leads us to God asking some questions: “How much do I have to do, and 
what do I have to do to get God on my side?”  Church, money, morality… 

 

This is a completely wrong question for two reasons: 

 1) You can never bargain your way into God’s favor!  You can’t do 
enough, give enough, be good enough or try hard enough to earn 
salvation.  The Gospel tells us that Jesus lived the perfect life we 
couldn’t live & paid our debt for us by dying in our place. 



 2) Jesus is the Commander of the Universe!  He is not someone to 

“get on your side”, he someone you surrender to!  He’s not your co-
pilot, homeboy, the man upstairs & He’s not made a deal with you! 

“Jesus’ mission was to save sinners and make disciples and build His church.  
The most important question is not, ‘Is God on your side,’ but have you joined 
up with His mission, his agenda?”  J.D. Greear 
 
When it comes to money: Not: “How much do I have to give to God so I can 
go on about my life?”  Rather: Look at all your money as His, given to you for 
His purposes and His mission.  And say, “Jesus, what do you want me to do 

with this money?  It is all yours, and I am a soldier in your army!”  
 
My Family’s Process 18 Months Ago: 1) Prayer & Devotion, 2) Put our “yes 
on the table” –Nothing off limits (God never gave us a #) 3) Examined our 
Income, Assets, Investments, Spending, Future, Influence & FAITH!!!  4) 

Purposed in our heart, like David, to give God something that cost us & 
rearranged our priorities to Meet the Mission!  5) Completed Our Card. 
 

b. Jesus is Calling Me To Follow 

God is the one who will be doing the fighting!  He doesn’t “need” Joshua, 
He’s going to use Joshua, but He doesn’t “need” him. Joshua was told to 
walk around the walls of Jericho 7 times, yell, blow trumpets, etc.  God 
doesn’t tell us to Impact the Valley & Bless the Nations with the Gospel, He 

invites us to follow Him & He will do that work through us! 

 
“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
(then) you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Acts 1:8 (emphasis mine) 
 
How do you approach the mission of God?  How do you approach this 
Legacy question?  Guilt, fear or obedience? 

 Wrong Question: How do we accomplish the mission and save the 

world?  The right question is what has the HS told me to do? 

 Wrong Question: What can I afford to give?  The right question is 
what is the Holy Spirit telling me to sacrifice in order to give? 

o Guitars, Motorcycles, Cable TV, Car, new house, etc. 
 

“God is looking for people through whom He can do the impossible.  What a 
pity we plan only the things we can do by ourselves.”  A.W. Tozer 
 

c. Jesus is Calling Me To Worship 
When Joshua saw Jesus, he immediately hit the deck, verbalized surrender 
and took off his shoes (OT sign of respect for something holy).  This is God’s 
primary agenda for us…Worship!  God is not after your money; He’s after 
your heart!  He knows that we worship whatever we place value in.  We 
worship whatever is our primary source of security and significance. 
 

“God commands us to give, not to get the money out of our hands, but to get 
the idols out of our hearts!”  J.D. Greear – Giving problems are worship 
problems: if you’re not generous, it’s because money is more of a source of 

pleasure or security to you than Jesus!  And, you would rather have your 
money than Jesus Christ!  It’s that simple! 
 
 

d. Jesus is Calling Me To Victory 
Victory is assured!  Jesus has won!  He invites us to share in that 
victory with Him!  Great sacrifices for the great commission come from 
great confidence that Jesus will do what he said he would; that his mighty 
sword is raised.  Do you believe it?  Does how you spend money prove it? 
 
Ill: When the confederacy seceded from the Union, they started printing their 
own money &, in the south, you could use confederate or American money.  
Once the war was over, there was a short period in which people were still 
using this confederate money, but everybody could see where this was going.  

Smart people started spending confederate money or trading it for American 

money as fast as possible!  Why?  Because they knew that, after a while it 
wouldn’t be worth anything!  Only foolish people would try to save or hang on 
to that money.  This world is passing away, and your life here is relatively 
short.  Hoarding money, wealth, toys and luxuries for yourself here makes 
absolutely no sense!  Invest as much as humanly possible into eternity! 
 

“Financial planners tell us, ‘When it comes to your money, don’t think just 
three months or three years ahead.  Think thirty years ahead.’  Christ, the 
ultimate investment counselor, takes it a little further.  He says, ‘Don’t ask how 
your investment will be paying off in just thirty years.  Ask how it will be 
paying off in thirty million years.’” Randy Alcorn 
 
Inv: Maybe the reason generosity is lacking in your life is that you’ve never 
been saved!  What you most need is not to beat yourself up about giving, but 
to be saved and have your heart changed by Jesus!  But the mission is 
urgent and we are the vehicles to carry out that mission.  God is inviting us 
to join Him in Impacting the Valley & Blessing the Nations!  My invitation to 

you is to join us on the journey! 
 
Vision: Our A-Building is under construction & will soon house our main 
worship center that is twice the size of our current one.  It will have frivolous 
stuff like adequate restrooms, an indoor foyer, gathering space for a church 
of our size  550 seats, state of the art sound, lighting & media.  All this in 
addition to a new church/school in TiRivere, Haiti (nearly complete). 

 

Phase One (WC, Foyer, Restrooms) Total Cost: $1,100,000 
Total LEGACY Dollars Raised to Date: $527,800 by current LEGACY givers 
Outstanding LEGACY Need to Finish Phase 1: $572,200 
 
My Invitation: I am not asking for a financial commitment today.  I am 
asking you to join me on the journey by filling out the card in the seatback in 
front of you.  3 Things will Happen: 1) We’ll e-mail you a 14-day devotional 
by tomorrow morning, 2) You will receive an information packet in the mail 
this week to review & 3) Over the next 2 weeks you will be invited to turn in a 
LEGACY Halftime Commitment Card in Worship @ CCL. (existing can cont.) 
 



Everyone should Stay for Lunch & Join us On the Journey!!! 


