
“Love Loud” 

Romans 12:9-13 

As we open God’s Word today we turn our attention once again to Romans 12. Since the beginning 

of this semester we have been studying what it means to serve the Lord. Specifically, we have been 

looking to God’s Word and learning about the spiritual gifts that He has given us to build up the 

body of Christ. The reality is that God doesn’t save us from our sin and bring us into His family 

to just sit and soak. He brings us out of sin and brings us into His body and equips us so that we 

might serve Him and minister to others. In fact, the verbiage that’s used in Romans 12 tells us that 

we are to “employ” our spiritual gifts for the glory of God and the good of others. I anticipate that 

most of us don’t like the idea of that word “employ”, especially not when it comes to the local 

church. Perhaps we think, “Well, I am employed at my business. I work 5 other days a week. I 

don’t even want to think about that when I come to church.” Perhaps we think, “Pastor, this is my 

day off. What do you mean there is work to be done?” Perhaps we think, “Pastor, I came to get 

encouraged and to feel good.” Perhaps we think, “Pastor, I already did my part years ago, and now 

I am retired.” Friend, God saved us to know Him and love Him and one of the practical ways that 

we demonstrate our love for Him is by serving Him. As long as God gives us life and breath we 

have been privileged, we have been gifted, and we have been called to serve Him.  

Can you imagine how God must view the average Christian’s use of the gifts he has been given? 

**ILL: Manny selling his batman toys. God has given us gifts to be used for Him, but 

unfortunately, we are often far too content to let them sit in the closet and collect dust. All the 

while, we are missing the blessing of serving, others are missing the benefit of the service, and 

God is neglected the glory that comes from our obedience. We must get to the basics and begin 

serving the Lord.  

Many of you have been here all throughout this journey and have began to discover your spiritual 

gifts and are already beginning to serve the Lord. I commend each of you, and I have been so 

deeply encouraged by you. Others of you, though, might still be struggling with identifying your 

spiritual gifts. If that’s you, I want to encourage you simply to get involved somewhere. Commit 

for a semester to serve in any areas that strike your interest and serve there faithfully. I promise 

you that your service will grow you and will benefit others. You might discover that it is not the 

best fit or that it is the perfect fit, but everyone must start somewhere. **ILL: For me, I didn’t 

know that I’d be a preacher. I started by singing in church. Then I folded bulletins. Then I helped 

with the communion clean-up. Then I helped on Saturday morning visits for a bus route. Then I 

started a youth praise band. Then I began singing and speaking at an assisted-living facility. Then 

I began speaking in my youth group. And on and on and on. I didn’t know where God would take 

me, I just did what I knew was right in that specific moment and God led me one step at a time 

and took care of the details. He has continued to do this throughout the entire course of my life 

and ministry and I am confident that, as I stay surrendered to Him, He will continue to do so.  

Today we dive deeper into this topic. When we started this journey 3 months ago it was my intent 

to end this series of sermons at the end of verse 8 with the explanation of the final motivational 

gift. However, the more I progressed through the study and the topic, the more the Lord was 
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leading me to go further. As a result, we will read from verses 1-13, where we will focus directly 

on verses 9-13. It is here that we discover literally the heart of service.  

Read Text (Romans 12:1-13) 

In keeping with the structure of the text, we now move beyond the call to service and now focus 

on the heart that should be present in our service. You could say that the first part of this chapter 

is the call to action so that we will serve the Lord. But, here we get to the attitude that must be 

present as we serve. See, it is important that we serve, but it is equally important that we serve 

with the right mindset and attitude. It is this emphasis that we see today. I want us to observe two 

key observations and five specific applications. 

I. The Foundation of Our Service (vs. 9) 

We all know what a foundation is. It is something that is required to provide health, strength, and 

congruity to something larger. We understand what a physical foundation is. Beneath our feet this 

morning is a foundation that was designed and placed in order to give strength and stability to the 

structure that sits upon it. We also understand ideological foundations. We want to provide a good 

“foundation” for our children so that when they are launched out from the home they are equipped 

with all that they need to know God, love Him, and serve Him their whole lives. It is this kind of 

foundation we speak of today.  

It is interesting to me that God leads Paul directly from the topic of surrender and service to now 

talking about love. Why? Because love is the very foundation for Christian service. To be clear, 

many can attempt to serve for vain motives, but that will fail in the end. Many may serve out of a 

sense of obligation or force, but that will fail in the end. True service for the Lord must be founded 

in love. Warren Wiersbe explains the importance of love. He said, “Love is the circulatory system 

of the spiritual body, which enables all the members to function in a healthy, harmonious way.” 

We serve because of love. The Bible makes it clear that in this relationship with God we were not 

the initiators. God is love and it is He who first loved us. 1 John 4:9-10, 19 explains, “By this the 

love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that 

we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent 

His Son to be the propitiation for our sins…We love, because He first loved us.” It is amazing to 

realize that God loves us. The Bible says that even while we were sinners, God loved us. Even 

while we were enemies of God, He loved us. Even when we were dead in our sins and had nothing 

to offer Him and no desire for Him, God loved us. The Scripture tells us that we would not be a 

part of the family of God and could not be a part of the family God if it weren’t for His 

unconditional, sacrificial love. The only thing that we can do is respond to His love and, like it or 

not, we are all responding to His love in one way or the other. **ILL: Couple dating. Someone 

says, “I love you.” And in that moment, there is a response. It might be awkwardness, it might be 

a delay, it might be ignored, it might be completely rejected, or it might be reciprocated. The reality 

is that we each must respond. When we receive God’s gift of love, we respond by receiving Him 

and by loving Him. When we embrace God’s amazing love for us, we begin to love Him in return 

and His love begins to fill our hearts and lives.  
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This, then, leads to another powerful step of love. When God’s love fills our hearts, we begin to 

have love for others. The old song said it well, “God loves people more than anything.” When 

God’s love fills our lives, we begin to realize that we now have a genuine love for others. **ILL: 

I once knew a man who claimed to be the meanest, angriest man to ever live. But, he one day 

believed in Jesus and was saved, and before long, he became one of the most loving, tender-hearted 

guys I have ever known. In fact, for years I never entered or left the church facility without him 

giving me a bear hug. Why? Because God’s love changed him and gave him a love for others. It 

is this context that we see in this passage. It is because of God’s love in us that we have a love for 

others and desire to serve.  

Now, what is “love”? There is much that is called “love” in our day today. We use the word very 

flippantly. We might use it to describe an outfit that we love, a restaurant that we love, or a favorite 

hobby we enjoy. Most of us, however, think of love in the context of relationships. We might be 

dating someone and might say to them, “I love you.” We may be close to some of our Christian 

family and would say to them, “I love you.” Here, God is wanting us to see the importance of 

genuine love. What God is saying here in verse 9 is that our love for Him and for others is to be 

without hypocrisy. It isn’t to be fake. It isn’t to be put on. It isn’t to be manipulative of others. It 

isn’t to be forceful or deceptive. It is to be real. This is a good word for all of us, especially those 

who are Christians. Brothers and sisters, God has not called us to be perfect. It can be easy to say 

that we have love for all, and then treat some as less than. It can be easy for us to say that we love 

our brother or sister, and then we are quick to judge or gossip. It can be easy for us to base our 

“love” upon what someone else has done or can do for us. But this is not true, authentic, God-

honoring love. One of the evidences of this true love is that it is pure, and it is seeking the glory of 

God and the good of others. This is why the Scripture says, “Abhor (Resist) that which is evil and 

cling to that which is good.” This doesn’t mean that we are perfect, but please understand that 

authentic Godly love will despise the areas of sinfulness and selfishness that we war against and 

will strive for and cleave to the things that we know are good and pure. In the context of the 

passage, we are seeing the direct connection between service and sincere love. If we truly have the 

love of God in our hearts we will have a love for others, which will cause us to war against all 

tendencies to selfishness and to embrace opportunities of selfless service.  

Still there are some who might feel that service to the Lord and to others has nothing to do with 

love, but I challenge you to heed Jesus’ own words. Remember Simon Peter after Jesus had risen 

from the dead. Peter had followed Jesus from a distance as He was taken into custody and was 

being put on trial. Just hours earlier Peter had declared his undying devotion and loyalty to Jesus. 

He had said, “Lord, though everyone else turns away, I will never abandon You.” Jesus warned 

him that this wasn’t true. It was easy for Peter to say that he loved Jesus, but in the heat of the 

pressure, Jesus knew what would happen. As Jesus was being tried, Peter was in the court yard 

warming himself by the fire. A girl came up and said, “You were with Jesus.” Peter denied. Then 

another came, “You are one of the ones that’s been with Jesus. You dress like Him.” Peter denied. 

Then another came, “Surely, you’re with Jesus, you talk like Him.” Suddenly, when put under the 

pressure, Peter was more concerned about his own selfish interests, his own well-being, so he 

began to curse and swear that he never knew Jesus. Peter ran in fear and ran in shame because he 

knew that he had failed miserably. Of course, Jesus died and three days later rose again. After 



4 
 

Jesus rose again, He appeared to a number of disciples, and at, one point, over 500 at one time. 

Before Jesus ascended to heaven, one morning on the shore at the Sea of Tiberius Jesus prepared 

breakfast for the disciples. As they finished the meal, Jesus wanted to ask something of Peter. He 

asked, “Peter do you love Me?” Peter said, “Lord, You know I do.” Jesus responded then, “Feed 

my lambs.” Jesus asked again, “Do you love Me?” Peter again confirmed, and Jesus again directed 

him to minister to the sheep. Then Jesus asked again, “Do you love Me?” By now, Peter is troubled. 

He hates that Jesus seems to doubt his love, but he says with assurance, “Lord, you know I do.” 

And Jesus says, “Then Peter tend to My sheep.” In other words, “Peter, the evidence of your love 

for Me will be seen in how you serve others for Me.” Let me ask you this morning, “What is your 

service to others demonstrating about your love for the Lord?” Peter’s love for the Lord was best 

seen not by his bold profession, “Lord, I will love You and stand strong for You,” but by his 

faithful service to the Church that Jesus gave Himself for. 

So, what does this look like today? How should this be lived out in the context of the body of 

Christ today? This instruction to love isn’t just an ideal. It isn’t just a thought. It is an action that 

we must embrace and apply today.  

II. The Follow-Through of Our Service (vs. 10-13) 

The word follow-through is something familiar to golfers. **ILL: I am not much of a golfer. I 

have what you call a “slice”. I have played baseball and was fairly decent. I could crush a ball back 

in the day, but I am not so confident with golf. A few years ago, I was in a tournament with a guy 

who was on a college golf team. For the first time ever, I had a professional helping evaluate my 

problem. He told me, “Your posture is good. Your focus is good. Your approach is good. But, your 

follow-through stinks.” I asked, “What do you mean?” He said, “Matt you have great speed coming 

down on the ball, but at the last minute you consistently open up the head of club. And that is why 

you’re missing the fairway. That’s why the harder you hit the ball, the further right it goes. You 

have to work on your follow-through.” Well, church, I’m convinced that many of us need to work 

on our follow-through. Many of us have the right approach, the right idea, the right posture, but 

our follow-through is off. The word “follow-through” literally means “the act of completing an 

action or process.”  

When it comes to love, it is easy to say that we love one another. It is easy to say that we love the 

church. It’s easy to say that we love like we should, but talk is always easy. The question is whether 

or not we are really living it. Let’s not just say that we love one another. Let’s not just make a 

profession or a claim. Let’s live it out. John said it this way. 1 John 3:18, “Little children, let us 

not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.” Love must be more than a word, 

more than a statement, and more than a feeling. It must be an action that we choose to live out 

every day. The good news is that this is practical for us. God here gives us several truths about 

how we should follow-through by lovingly serving one another. At first glance each of these truths 

seem somewhat disconnected. But, I believe that these simple actions are all connected by love. 

For our time together, I am going to group them into five key categories. If you want to accept 

God’s call to love others in the body of Christ, He gives us five key areas that we must follow-

through. I will explain them as five simple instructions.  
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A. Be Devoted to One Another (vs. 10a) 

The very first follow-through listed is sure to make some of us uncomfortable. God says, 

“Be devoted to one another.” This word is very simple. It means literally “to be dedicated, 

committed, and given to one another.” There is no allowance here for half-heartedness, for 

a 50% commitment, or anything less than totally giving oneself. This is very simple, but it 

is so difficult for us today. This challenges our culture and even our Christian culture. Are 

you devoted to one another in the body of Christ? Some who strive to be super spiritual 

might say, “Yes, Pastor, I am devoted to the Corporate Church, the greater body of 

believers.” This may be true in your mind, but I challenge you to consider how this is true 

in your actions. We can’t fully identify the larger Church because we don’t know every 

believer on the face of the earth. However, God gives us the local church as a picture of 

the larger Church. It is in the context of the local church that we can identify our Christian 

family. We can devote ourselves through our actions. We see this modeled all throughout 

the New Testament as local churches were established in cities where they appointed 

elders, observed the ordinances, fellowshipped, prayed, studied the Scriptures, praised, and 

went all throughout the community sharing the Good News of Jesus. In fact, Paul wrote 

the book of Romans to the church at Rome. The point is that they were easily identified, 

committed to the Lord and to one another, and lived out their love for the Lord. There was 

no question concerning who was in and who was out. They were devoted to one another.  

One of the things that concerns me about our culture today is our lack of devotion to the 

local body of Christ. As a culture, we have just about everything you might ever want to 

find in a church. If you want hymns, we got it. If you want contemporary worship, we got 

it. If you want blended, we got it. If you want no music, we got that, too. If you want 

deacons, we got it. If you want elders, we got it. If you want a dictatorial pastor, we got it. 

If you want no pastor, we got that, too. If you want Sunday School, we got it. If you want 

small groups, we got it. If you want life groups, we got. If you want affinity groups, we got 

it. If you want tithing envelopes, we got it. If you want giving apps, we got it. If you want 

a giving kiosk, we got it. If you want no offering, but a small wooden box in the back, we 

got it. If you want a mega-church, we got it. If you want a country church, we got it. If you 

want a mid-size, we got it. If you want a church online, we got it. If you want a pastor in a 

robe, we got it. If you want a pastor in a suit, we got it. If you want a pastor in a polo, we 

got it. If you want a pastor in skinny jeans, it will NEVER happen here…unless Pastor 

Scott shows up in them. 😊 The point is that we have all these options to choose from and 

yet never in the history of our country have we seen such rapid decline in the churches all 

across the land. Listen, our question when seeking a body of believers should never be, 

“What do I want?” Nearly everything I just listed matters not one iota in the grand scheme 

of things. The question must always be, “What does God want? What is pleasing to Him? 

What does the Bible say?”  I ask you today, “Are you devoted to the local church?” If you 

aren’t, I encourage you today, find a place that is preaching God’s Word and seeking Him 

in all they do, then devote yourself there. Commit to be faithful and fruitful where God has 

planted you. I promise you if Crosslink isn’t the place God wants you, I will honestly give 
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you recommendations for other places that I believe to be faithful to God’s Word. But, if 

Crosslink is where God wants you to be, devote yourselves.  

Notice the next part of this admonition. “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.” 

Don’t forget along the way that we are family. We are to love one another. Matthew Henry 

illustrates this by referring to how parents love their children. They have a natural affection, 

a genuine tenderness, that is unforced and unconstrained. In the same way, we should love 

each other and be devoted to each other the same. When we do this, the church becomes 

the beautiful place and blessed place that God designed and desires it to be. It is only then 

that the church will be the light that God has called it to be.  

B. Be Humble Towards One Another (vs. 10b) 

Here is the second follow-through. We should have genuine humility and walk in it as we 

relate to one another. It is easy in our flesh to have the “Have It Your Way” mentality. 

Burger King has made the slogan popular and has made tons of money off of it. Other 

businesses and brands have followed suit by trying to give the customer exactly what they 

want. This may work when buying a burger, but this is not how God calls us to function in 

the body. He says that we are to give preference to one another in honor. The idea of giving 

preference means literally that we are preferring others over ourselves. It means that we 

treat others as more important than ourselves. Philippians 2:3-4 says it well, “Do nothing 

from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more 

important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also 

for the interests of others.” **ILL: Giving up the shotgun seat to a brother with long 

legs. The world says look out for #1. Take care of yourself first. It’s all about you. But God 

says, “Prefer others before yourself in honor.” When we honor someone we are showing 

respect, esteem, and admiration. This is how God is wanting us to view and treat our 

brothers and sisters. This doesn’t mean that you can’t speak up for yourself. This doesn’t 

mean that you can’t make recommendation or give input. In fact, if you see something 

wrong or have questions or have a conviction about something, you should share it with 

those in leadership who will hear you and pray with you and seek the Lord on the matter. 

This is simply saying that we must strive to serve others and give them preference over 

ourselves. This is a constant battle of the flesh that we can win only through the help of the 

Holy Spirit.  

C. Be Co-Laborers With One Another (vs. 11) 

You may be unfamiliar with the word “co-laborers” but it is basically the same as a co-

worker. It describes the partnership that people have when they are joined in the same work 

and mission. **ILL: When I am writing other pastors, I will often sign my name as “Your 

Co-Laborer in Christ.” I am saying to the other pastor, “We are on the same team. We are 

joined in the same work. We have the same mission.” In verse 11, we see three phrases that 

are all referring to our service. They each build upon one another and come to a peak at the 

last phrase.  
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The first is “not lagging behind in diligence.” We must be diligent in the work of the Lord. 

It means that we must be attentive to the needs and intentional to do our part. The synonym 

for this word literally means “hardworking.” We must not get lazy in the work of the Lord. 

We must not get distracted from the work of the Lord. We must not get complacent and sit 

comfortably causing us to miss the work of the Lord. We must be diligent. 1 Corinthians 

15:58 sums it up clearly, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, 

always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the 

Lord.” What did God mean when He said, “ALWAYS abounding in the work of the Lord”? 

He meant that we are to be diligent and consistent in our serving others.  

The second is “fervent in spirit.” The word translated as “fervent” literally means “to be 

boiling.” This is not boiling mad but boiling with passion and zeal to serve the Lord. The 

metaphor is powerful. It’s saying that as we serve the Lord we should not be cold and 

indifferent. We shouldn’t just go through the motions. “Woe is me. I guess I’ll serve again.” 

Friend, what a privilege it is to serve the Lord. What a privilege it is to partner with Him 

in His work. What a peace it is to know that there are treasures being laid up in heaven. 

What a joy it is to know that God is working through my life. I pray that we will all have a 

passion for God and a hot heart for serving Him. Without a hot heart for God, our service 

will become dull, burdensome, and lifeless. But when our heart is hot for God, nothing 

could stop us from serving.  

The third statement is “serving the Lord.” Some might say, “But Pastor, you are talking 

about serving others and serving with others.” That is true. Paul here is emphasizing 

something important. When you serve your brother and sister in Christ, when you serve in 

the body of Christ, it is not merely man that you are serving. You are serving the very One 

who gave His life for you. What you do for the body of believers is the same as doing it 

unto Jesus. Remember when Saul was persecuting the church? Jesus appeared to him on 

the road to Damascus and asked, “Saul why are you persecuting….(who?)….Me?” Saul 

thought he was persecuting the church, when in reality he was persecuting Christ. In the 

same way, there are many people who have given up serving in the church because they 

didn’t see the importance. They thought they were just serving the church, they just saw 

the burden, and sadly failed to realize the great blessing - that they are actually serving the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Don’t give up in your service. Don’t let the enemy get you down. You 

are serving the very One who came and served you and gave His life for you. Friend, I 

determined long ago that because Jesus was willing to give His all for me, I am willing to 

give nothing less to Him. 

D. Be Encouraging One Another (vs. 12) 

We must remember the context of these verses. It is showing us how our love for the Lord 

will cause us to express our love towards one another through acts of service. We can’t 

separate these three phrases from the context. Again, there are three phrases, but simply 

stated, God is calling us to encourage one another and strengthen one another as we walk 

through life together. As we all know, life is hard. We all face hardships and difficulties. 

We all face trials and circumstances. There are times that we get down. There are times 
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that we need encouragement. There are times that we need help. How do we encourage and 

support one another? Three ways.  

First, we should be rejoicing in hope and encouraging others as we do. The focus of this 

hope is the future. When we have confidence in the future, it gives us hope and this hope 

enables us to rejoice and have joy in the present. **ILL: Students. How many of you are 

looking forward to summer? How many of you are excited for the break? I anticipate that 

you have a hope of what is soon to come and, as a result, you can rejoice today even though 

you know that you have to endure finals first. Students, you can encourage one another 

through this time because you know that it is only a season and summer is coming. 

Believers, in the same way, we can encourage one another because our trials, no matter 

how bad they may be, are only a season and Jesus is coming. We can still have joy today. 

For many of us, we must get our eyes beyond the present and live today in light of the 

promises of tomorrow. When that happens we will have hope that will cause us to rejoice.  

This hope enables us to persevere in trials and encourages us to be faithful in prayer. The 

source of our strength and help for this life are found in prayer. Even Jesus modeled this 

regularly in His life when He would depart away from the crowd and would go and pray. 

It shouldn’t come as a surprise then to find Him, on the night of His arrest, in the Garden 

of Gethsemane devoting Himself to prayer. Even as He was on the cross He was crying out 

to the Father. The point is that through Jesus’s example we learn that we, too, must be 

devoted to prayer. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 says it plainly, “Rejoice always; pray without 

ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” Can you 

imagine the encouragement that others might have if we were each rejoicing in hope, 

persevering in trials, and devoted to prayer? Can you imagine how life-giving it would be 

to minister to others in their trials by praying for them and offering words of life and hope? 

We must follow-through. 

E. Be Generous to One Another (vs. 13) 

God clearly has called us to be a generous people. Galatians 6:10 says simply, “So then, 

while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of 

the household of the faith.” 1 John 3:16-17, “We know love by this, that He laid down His 

life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has the world’s 

goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of 

God abide in him?” There are needs in the body of Christ. There are individuals hurting 

and struggling who need our love, our support, our time, and our generosity. It may be as 

simple as giving someone a ride to the doctor or being on the prayer team to intercede for 

others or literally giving financially to help someone in need. But whatever the Lord makes 

us aware of and burdens us to do, we should do.  

We close verse 13 with the reminder that we are to be hospitable to one another. We are to 

be welcoming, friendly, and generous to each other. In Paul’s day, the church was under 

intense persecution. As a result, the believers were often scattered and left their homes 

fleeing with nothing more than their lives. As they went to new places they were dependent 
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on strangers they had never met to open their hearts and homes and take them in. When 

Paul said, “Practice hospitality,” this is what he had in mind. He was basically saying, “I 

know that you don’t know them and you don’t know their whole story, but they are family. 

They have been brought into the body of Christ by the same love and grace that brought 

you. So, welcome them, receive them, and love them as you do Jesus Himself.” I realize 

that our culture is very different from that today, but the principle is still true. Do the 

believers around you know that you love them? Do they sense that you really care? What 

in your life is showing others that you care for them? In Paul’s day they were opening their 

homes. That’s very practical, isn’t it? Are you willing to open your home to minister to 

others? What about the other things in your life? Are there ways that you could be using 

your vehicle, your mower, your time, your gifts, etc. to minister to others? Jesus summed 

it up well in John 13:34-35, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know 

that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” Church, let’s commit to love 

the church as Christ did as He gave Himself up for her. Let’s be all in and devoted to one 

another. Let’s love loud not merely through words and proclamation, but magnificently 

through faithful actions of service. 


