
Series: Go Fish! 

“More Than Words” 

Matthew 5:14-16 

This morning we continue our study called “Go Fish!” We are in the home-run stretch of the series 

and will be wrapping up over the next few weeks. Throughout this study we have been studying 

Jesus’ call for His disciples to be fishers of men. When Jesus called His first disciples, most of 

whom were fishermen, He commissioned them saying, “Do not fear, from now on you will be 

catching men.” Jesus was explaining that He was sending out His disciples to rescue men who 

were lost and drowning in their sin. The same is true, today, for everyone who follows Jesus. We, 

who have been rescued from our sin, have been commissioned to go into all the world and fish for 

men. It is wonderful to know that we have been forgiven and saved, but the story doesn’t end there. 

We have also been sent out to go and catch others. For the majority of our study we have been 

looking at one main key ingredient to fishing for men – the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We remember 

that the Gospel is very simple. It is the reality that Jesus died on the cross for our sins, was buried, 

and rose again from the grave. The Gospel is vital in fishing for men. There is absolutely no way 

that we can catch men without the Gospel. We might get them to follow a movement, join a club, 

say a prayer, etc., but without the Gospel mankind is still completely and hopelessly lost in their 

sin. 

Over the past few weeks specifically we have talked about some of the things that can either hinder 

us or help us in our efforts to fish for men. For example, how we pray will impact our effectiveness. 

We saw last week that how we talk to people and interact with them will impact our effectiveness. 

Today we see a third vital thing that impacts our fishing – our actions. We understand that the 

Gospel is true. We understand that we must be faithful to speak to others and share the Gospel. 

And it is true that no matter how flawed the messenger, God can still stir hearts with the message 

of the Gospel alone. However, I believe it is also very clear that our efforts of fishing for men are 

much more effective when our actions confirm our message. When our walk matches our talk it is 

a powerful tool for the Lord. What I am saying to you is that, while it is vital that we must share 

the Gospel, it is also important that we live our lives in demonstration of its power. This means 

that the message of the Gospel is vital, but so, too, is the manifestation of its truth. Yes, we must 

proclaim the Gospel, but we must also be faithful to practice the Gospel.  

Read Text 

Have you ever known someone who claimed one thing, but lived another? Have you ever known 

someone that had a lot of talk, but their walk was so very different? **ILL: I remember years ago 

when I was in high school I began working for a company that sold vacuum cleaners. They were 

so fancy that we called them cleaning systems. I remember training under a certain salesman and 

going to a house of a kind couple. The salesman was supposedly the best in the business, so I was 

excited to learn from him. We spent 90 minutes in that home as he gave a masterful presentation. 

He put the sales pitch on them and I was certain they were going to buy. Finally, after he was silent 

the gentleman who owned the house told the salesman that he had just one question. He asked, 

“Do you personally have one of these vacuums in your home?” The salesman at the time was 
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embarrassed to admit that he didn’t have one. The gentleman then stated clearly, “Well, I reckon 

if you don’t really need one, then I probably don’t need one either.” The sale was lost and I learned 

a valuable lesson. You can talk all you want to, but your actions speak louder than your words. 

When it comes to ministering to others and sharing the Gospel, people are hearing and learning 

more than simply the words that are coming out of our mouths. They are watching our lives, and 

our lives are a loud message pointing them either to Jesus or away from Jesus. If we aren’t actively 

talking about Jesus, then others will conclude that He is no big deal. However, if we aren’t 

demonstrating evidence of a changed life they will likely conclude He isn’t even real. What is your 

life doing? What impact is your life having on those around you? We should be pointing others to 

Jesus through our actions and proclaiming the truth of Jesus with our words. Paul understood it 

clearly. He said in 2 Corinthians 5:20, “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God 

were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” What 

is an ambassador? They are a representative. As we go about sharing the Good News of Jesus, we 

must be sure that our life is being lived as a clear representative of Who He is and what He can do 

in the life of anyone who comes to Him by faith. Simply put, there is more to our witness than just 

our words. We see that here in Matthew 5 as we learn four truths about believers.  

I. The Believer’s Position in the World (vs. 14a) 

When I refer to the believer’s “position”, I am speaking directly of the believer’s role and 

responsibility. Jesus said, “You are the light of the world.” First, we need to understand that when 

Jesus said, “You are the light,” He was referring specifically to those who were believing in Him. 

This is a direct reference to all who had repented of their sins and were following Him by faith. In 

the previous verses He had assured them of Heaven and of eternal rewards regardless of anything 

that they suffered or experienced on earth. Then He reminds them of their calling. For all of us 

who are Christians, Jesus says we are the light. But this causes us to ask some questions:  

How does one become a part of the light? Please understand that none of us were naturally born 

into this light. None of us deserved to be this light. The fact is that all mankind are sinners. We 

were born a sinner and we were blinded by the darkness of our own hearts. Every single one of us 

were deceived by the devil himself. We didn’t think our sin was that big of a deal. But, fortunately 

for many of us, God got our attention and we came to a clear realization of Who He is and we 

realized that He and His grace was our greatest need. So, we called out for Him to forgive us and 

save us. The point is that we aren’t the light because we are so enlightened by our own conscience, 

knowledge, wisdom, merit, or good works. We are referred to as the light simply because of Who 

now lives in us. Listen to John’s account of this in John 1:9-12 which says, “There was the true 

Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man. He was in the world, and the world 

was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and those who 

were His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 

become children of God, even to those who believe in His name.” Who is John speaking of? He is 

speaking clearly of Jesus. Listen to Jesus’ own words in John 8:12, “Then Jesus again spoke to 

them, saying, ‘I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but 

will have the Light of life.’ ” God the Father is saying that whoever believes in Jesus and follows 

Him will have the Light of life. For you and I to be changed from darkness to light, we must believe 

in Jesus Christ and trust Him as our Lord and Savior. As we do this He comes to live within our 

hearts and, in doing so, He who is the Light of the World shines through us.  
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Why is this so important? Because we live in a world that is completely lost in darkness. Jesus said 

specifically, “You are the light of the world.” He was making a clear contrast between the believers 

and the world. The difference is as clear as day and night, light and darkness. The “world” can be 

defined as the culture and its influences that surround us. It’s the teachings, attitudes, values, and 

philosophies of the culture in which we live. Because the world is controlled and influenced by 

Satan and his minions, it is completely opposed to the things of God. Whatever God says to do, 

the world opposes. What God says to avoid, the world creates an easy and tempting path to it. It is 

completely opposed to God. This is why Romans 12:2a warns us, “Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Jesus calls us to live for Him and to live 

like Him and not like the world around us. The world around us is full of sin and darkness and 

those who do not know Jesus Christ as Savior are living in this darkness. We must understand our 

position in Christ. Though we live in a dark world, we are now living in the Light but there are 

many in the world who are still wandering in darkness. Listen to the words of the Apostle Paul in 

Colossians 1:13, “For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the 

kingdom of His beloved Son.” 1 Thessalonians 5:4-5, “But you, brethren, are not in darkness, 

that the day would overtake you like a thief; for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are 

not of night nor of darkness.” Praise the Lord that we are no longer in darkness, but please also 

understand we have a role to fulfill in this world and that is to take the Light into the world. Jesus 

said it well in John 12:46, “I have come as Light into the world, so that everyone who believes in 

Me will not remain in darkness.” He desires that all would come to the light, but this means we 

have a responsibility to shine the light in the darkness. 

 

II. The Believer’s Placement in the World (vs. 14b-15) 

Some of us may be intimidated when we think of being called the light of the world. We may hear 

this and think, “Yeah right, me? There’s no way that I can impact the world.” But I want to remind 

you of these early disciples. There has likely never been a more common group of guys, by the 

world’s standards, than the group that Jesus was addressing. They wouldn’t have made anyone’s 

list of most impressive people. They were ordinary and seemingly unimportant men in their 

society. We probably would’ve never heard of their names or their professions had it not been for 

Jesus. I want to remind us that the key to effectively shining their light wasn’t found in their ability, 

skills, wisdom, experience, or even expertise. The key was not themselves, but the Light that was 

in them. 1 Corinthians 1:26-29 explains, “For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not 

many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but God has chosen the 

foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to 

shame the things which are strong,  and the base things of the world and the despised God has 

chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, so that no man may boast 

before God.” When Jesus said they were the light of the world, the Jews themselves were not even 

the leaders of the day. It was the Greeks who were known world-wide for their knowledge, 

architecture, art, wisdom, and philosophy. Aristotle, Plato, and Socrates had already given their 

teachings centuries before Jesus told this unassuming group of men that THEY were the light of 

the world! Remember, the vessel isn’t the most important thing. What is important is that the 

LIGHT be within that vessel. And Jesus is saying that to all His followers, including us today – 

You are lights in the midst of this dark world. Listen to 2 Corinthians 4:6-7, “For God, who said, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1:13&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians+5:4&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12:46&version=NASB
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‘Light shall shine out of darkness,’ is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, 

so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves.” Notice where 

we have been placed and how we are to shine: 

A. We Are to Be Like a City Set on a Hill 

While we are placed here in the world, Jesus wants us to shine like a city set on a hill. The 

picture of a city on hill is easy to envision, isn’t it? We have all seen a hillside with a 

beautiful house or a series of houses where there are lights that draw our attention upward. 

**ILL: When I think of this I often think of simple illustrations. For example, I think of 

some of the places in Gatlinburg, Tennessee. You can drive around Gatlinburg at night in 

the dark and you can look up into the mountains and it seems everywhere that you look 

there are cabins with lights and auras that seem to get your attention and invite you to 

experience. They stand out. Or I think of the large star in Roanoke. At nighttime as you 

drive into the city from almost every angle you can see that star off in the distance sitting 

up on that hill getting your attention and urging you to look up. This is what we are to be 

like in the midst of our culture – like a city set on a hill. Please notice that I said the word 

“we.” A city’s lighting system isn’t composed of one single light. It is a combination of 

many lights that are connected together for all passersby to have light. In the same way, we 

are much more effective at being a city on a hill when we shine together for all to see. We 

weren’t meant to go the Christian life alone. Commentator John Phillips describes it this 

way, “The city, lit up at night by all the individual candles shining in Christian homes, 

indicates corporate testimony, the aggregate of all the little individual candles.” Christians, 

can you imagine the impact that will be made on the Shenandoah Valley when we all work 

together to shine our light like a city set on a hill for all to see? The purpose isn’t necessarily 

to draw attention to ourselves, but it is to shine the light of Christ so that we can point 

others to Him.  

B. We Are to Be Like a Lamp in Our Homes 

Here, the emphasis changes from the cooperative impact on a city to the individual impact 

one can make in the home. This presents some powerful truths. First, it reminds us that we 

are never “off-duty” when it comes to living for the Lord. Some try to live a certain way 

on Sundays or a certain way while at church, but they live entirely differently when they 

are at home. There is a word for that – hypocrisy. We need to live a life of authenticity and 

consistency. Second, it reminds me that we should never underestimate the power of our 

witness for Christ. Jesus literally went from envisioning the impact of multiple lights that 

are combined for impact to now showing that even the one individual light placed on a 

lampstand in a home is still powerful enough that it gives light to all who are in the house. 

You may be the only Christian in your home or in your family, but don’t doubt God’s 

ability to shine brightly through you to point them to Him. The Gospel has power to convict 

people of sin, change lives, and make the most hardened of men a brand new creation. Is 

there anyone in your home that needs the light? Is there anyone in your family that you are 

burdened for? Commit today to let your light shine in your home. **ILL: The woman who 
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decided to make her husband’s life on earth the best she could because she determined that 

this earth was the closest thing he would ever experience to heaven. 

III. The Believer’s Priority in the World (vs. 15-16) 

It is obvious from this passage that our responsibility is to shine bright for Jesus. But how do we 

do this? What should our priority be? How can we accomplish this? I believe this Scripture 

suggests two things that must be a priority in our lives: 

A. We Must Remove Obstacles that Hinder Our Light 

We understand this. If we are in need of light, we will do what is necessary to make sure 

that there are no obstructions hindering its effectiveness. These verses bring up something 

that I think is important to address. As believers, we quickly understand that it is our calling 

to shine the light of Christ for all to see. However, many of us aren’t shining brightly for 

Jesus. Perhaps at one point we were, but now our light has become dull and diminished. 

Our light isn’t as effective as it once was. Why is that? What is hindering us from pointing 

others to Jesus? What are the potential obstacles? We don’t see all the reasons in this 

passage, but this verse does present a first reason, and the parallel passage in Luke 8:16 

presents a second reason.  

Notice the things that hinder the effectiveness of our light. Jesus said here, “Nobody lights 

a lamp and puts it under a basket.” The KJV translates the word “basket” as “bushel.” 

Nobody puts a lamp under a bushel basket because it would cause his light to be pointless 

and ineffective. Does anyone know what a bushel basket was used for in that day? It was 

used by merchants to carry their various goods and products. It was also used by farmers 

to store their various crops. Still today we can buy various foods by the bushel. The point 

is that the bushel was used for labor and work. It suggests the busyness that was required 

in the work. The point is that it is a picture for us that it can be very easy for us to get too 

busy to shine for Jesus. When we get too busy we get distracted, we get our attention off 

of the Lord, and we don’t have open eyes to the opportunities He puts before us. Many 

well-intentioned believers have seen their lights grow dim because of damage done by 

being too busy. I have said it several times, “If Satan can’t make you bad, he’ll just make 

you busy.” Either way, he will be diminishing your effectiveness.  

There is a second obstacle that we must address. In Luke 8:16 Jesus said, “No one after 

lighting a lamp covers it over with a container, or puts it under a bed; but he puts it on a 

lampstand, so that those who come in may see the light.” What is the second picture? It 

was a bed. We all understand that you don’t put a light under a bed because it won’t be 

effective. You put the light at the top of the room so that it gives bright light. A bed, of 

course, is an image of leisure, rest, and ease. Jesus is showing us that many don’t effectively 

shine His light because they are simply too concerned about their own comforts and leisure. 

Simply put, they are lazy. Sharing the Gospel and shining the Light of Christ is work. That 

is why Jesus referred to it as plowing, sowing, and reaping. That is why He gave us the 

imagery of fishing. The point, though, is that whether it is laziness or busyness, both are 

powerful hindrances to our lights shining bright that we must remove.  
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B. We Must Devote Ourselves to Good Works 

We understand that sharing the Gospel is a part of shining the light of Christ. We are clearly 

called to do this. 1 Peter 2:9 explains, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies 

of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” Without a doubt, we 

must proclaim the truth of the Gospel with our lips. However, we must also devote 

ourselves to GOOD works. In other words, what we profess with our lips must be evident 

in our lives. Alvin Reid says it well, “One’s verbal witness should come early in 

relationships. But, the more intimate the relationship becomes, the more you serve someone 

and communicate the Gospel through your life and not just through your words.” In other 

words, our works should prove that our words are true.  

This needs little explanation. Let the Scriptures speak for themselves. We are exhorted over 

and over again to live out what we profess. If our practice doesn’t match our profession we 

will be an ineffective fisherman, but if our practice further proves our profession it is a 

powerful tool to catch men. Listen to Ephesians 5:1-5, 7-10, “Therefore be imitators of 

God, as beloved children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself 

up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. But immorality or any 

impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints; and there 

must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving 

of thanks. For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous 

man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God…Therefore 

do not be partakers with them; for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in 

the Lord; walk as children of Light (for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and 

righteousness and truth), trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.” If we are in the Light, 

God is showing us that we should live like it and walk as children of Light. 

 

Listen to 1 Peter 2:11-12, “Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from 

fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul. Keep your behavior excellent among the 

Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of 

your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation.” There should 

be nothing in our life and conduct that would give the unsaved world around us ammunition 

to attack Christ and the Gospel. Our lives must back up our actions.  

 

Consider Titus 2:7-8, “In all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with 

purity in doctrine, dignified, sound in speech which is beyond reproach, so that the 

opponent will be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us.”  

 

Finally, think on Philippians 2:14-15, “Do all things without grumbling or disputing; so 

that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above 

reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as 

lights in the world.” If we are to effectively shine as lights in the world, we must live our 

lives above reproach so that our walk and witness is blameless.  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter+2:9&version=NASB
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All of these thoughts and more are covered in Jesus’ simple statement, “Let your light shine 

before men in such a way that they may see your good works.” Our lives should be so God-

honoring that they silence our critics and point to the truth of who Jesus is.  

 

IV. The Believer’s Purpose in the World (vs. 16b) 

Please understand that the purpose of our good works isn’t to draw attention or praise to ourselves. 

The purpose is not that people walk away adoring us. It is a fact that the world will see us, 

especially as we serve the Lord, but as we stand out people will be drawn to the Light within us. 

We must remember that it isn’t us they are being drawn to. It is Jesus in us that they are being 

drawn to. We must make sure that we are pointing them to Jesus. We aren’t shining the light of 

Jesus to get personal attention. We are to shine the light of Christ so that others may glorify Him. 

To say it simply, our lives should be lived so that all men receive the Gospel and that Jesus receives 

all the glory. This is what it’s all about. But, for each of us we must make sure that this isn’t just 

lip-service in our lives. It is to be our heartbeat, our focus, our drive, and our ambition. Yes, let’s 

witness with our words, but let’s also model it in our lives so that the lost will be drawn to Jesus 

and He will receive all the glory! 

 

 


