
Series: Go Fish! 

“Praying and Fishing” 

Acts 4:5-35 

This morning we continue our study called “Go Fish!” While I would love to talk about and discuss 

fishing strategies and stories, that is not the type of fish that we have been learning about. When 

Jesus called His first disciples, most of whom were fishermen, He commissioned them saying, 

“Do not fear, from now on you will be catching men.” Jesus was explaining that He was sending 

out His disciples to rescue men who were lost and drowning in their sin. The same is true, today, 

for everyone who follows Jesus. We who have been rescued from our sin have been commissioned 

to go into all the world and fish for men. It is wonderful to know that we have been forgiven and 

saved, but the story doesn’t end there. We have also been sent out to go and catch others. For the 

majority of our study we have been looking at one main key ingredient to fishing for men – that is 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We remember that the Gospel is very simple. It is the reality that Jesus 

died on the cross for our sins, was buried, and rose again from the grave. The Gospel is vital in 

fishing for men. There is absolutely no way that we can catch men without the Gospel. We might 

get them to follow a movement, join a club, say a prayer, etc., but without the Gospel mankind is 

still completely and hopelessly lost in their sin. So, the Gospel is certainly key. However, there is 

another significant point that we must not miss. Some might say, “But pastor, I do that. I know the 

Gospel and I share the Gospel, but I don’t seem to be catching any fish. What’s wrong with the 

Gospel?” We know that there is nothing wrong with the Gospel. Romans 1:16 tells us, “For I am 

not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to 

the Jew first and also to the Greek.” The Gospel is the very power of God for salvation, so the 

Gospel clearly isn’t broken or powerless. Why then does our witness for Christ sometimes seem 

to be broken or powerless? I don’t pretend to have all the answers to that question today; however, 

I do believe that in God’s Word we find a vital part to fishing effectively for men. That key 

ingredient is prayer.  

Every believer knows that prayer is a vital part of the Christian life. It is through prayer that we 

experience the power of God. Where there is much prayer there is much power, but where there is 

no prayer there is no power. Dr. Jerry Falwell often stated, “Nothing of eternal significance 

happens apart from prayer.” As believers in Jesus, we understand that prayer should be a top 

priority for every believer and for every church. This is something that we seem to understand in 

our minds. It is something that is openly accepted and agreed upon. Yet, it often seems like the 

practice that is mysteriously missing in our churches and our lives. Think of that for a moment. In 

the context of a local church there are many different problems and challenges that are experienced. 

There may be problems finding volunteers for specific ministries, problems with finances, 

problems with facilities, problems with people getting along, etc. While each of these can be a real 

challenge, I believe that one of the greatest problems facing the church today is our apathy and 

complacency. If we truly want to see God move, we must get on our knees before God and depend 

on Him in prayer. If we want to experience the power of God, we must not neglect prayer.  
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It is interesting to note that over and over again in Scripture we are instructed and encouraged to 

pray. It is also important to realize that many of the times that we see prayer mentioned in the New 

Testament it is directly related to the sharing of the Gospel. In other words, there is a direct 

relationship between prayer and evangelism. For example, consider Jesus’ words in Matthew 

9:36-38. It says, “Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed 

and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, ‘The harvest is 

plentiful, but the workers are few. Therefore beseech (pray) the Lord of the harvest to send out 

workers into His harvest.’ ” Jesus specifically says, “The harvest is great, but we need workers. 

Pray to the Lord of the harvest for workers to be sent out.” Interestingly, by the time you get just 

five verses down we see Jesus sending His disciples out into the harvest field. The point is that we 

should pray for laborers, but we should also recognize our own part in the harvest. Paul clearly 

understood this. In Colossians 4:2-4 he said, “Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with 

an attitude of thanksgiving; praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a 

door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been 

imprisoned; that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak.” Notice what Paul is saying. He 

says, “Keep praying for us that God will open up a door to share the Gospel, and please pray for 

me that I will be able to share the Gospel clearly.” What a profound thought! This is the greatest 

missionary who ever lived and he is requesting prayer so that his sharing of the Gospel would be 

clear and that he would have more opportunities. By the way, where was he when he was praying 

this? In prison. I’m sure, however, that some might argue, “Well, that was only true for Jesus and 

His disciples or it was only true for Paul and his specific calling to go the Gentiles.” But listen to 

the instruction found in 1 Timothy 2:1-8 (Show text). Friend, what I want us to see so clearly 

today is that we can’t effectively fish for men without prayer. The two go hand in hand. 

READ TEXT 

Have you ever prayed for fish? I have. My earliest memory of fishing was at a pond in a public 

park in Montgomery, Alabama called Lagoon Park. My dad had taken me fishing and we were 

determined to catch some fish. However, a few hours into the adventure it was obvious that we 

weren’t having much luck. I remember dad joking that we must not have prayed enough. So, as a 

little kid I began to pray that we would catch some fish. It’s funny how God works. About 30 

minutes later there was a man who pulled up with a boat on the back of his truck. He asked what 

we’d caught, to which my dad embarrassedly admitted that we hadn’t caught anything. The man 

had been at the lake all morning. He grabbed a bucket out of his pickup and brought it down to us. 

He said, “Well, here you go. I caught way too much this morning and I don’t want to spend all day 

cleaning them.” You know what had happened? I prayed for fish and God brought a bucket that 

we didn’t even have to catch. 😊 Some of you apparently prayed for fish this week, too, because a 

semi carrying $35,000 worth of Tilapia broke down in Rockingham County and people were lining 

up everywhere to get free fish. 😊  

Of course I’m being lighthearted, but nonetheless there is a direct relationship between fishing for 

men and prayer. We can’t be and will not be effective at reaching men if we are not a people of 

prayer. I believe we see that clearly in our text this morning. As we study this passage, I want us 

to make four observations about God and His calling to pray and fish.  
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I. The Will of God (vs. 5-14) 

This morning we have already read a lengthy portion of Scripture, but there is still much that we 

have missed. Let me summarize what has already happened in the book of Acts up to this point. 

In Acts 1 we see the disciples with Jesus as He talked to them and ministered to them. Suddenly 

as He talked to them, just as He said He would, He ascended to heaven. The disciples then went 

to the upper room as Jesus had instructed and there they waited for the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

In Acts 2 we see that on the Day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit came upon them and moved in such 

a miraculous way that Jews from every nation under heaven heard the disciples speaking in their 

own languages. Peter then stood and preached and that day more than 3,000 people believed in 

Jesus and were saved. In Acts 3, Peter and John were going into the temple when they met a man 

who had been lame his whole life. He saw them and began begging for money. Peter and John 

didn’t have money, but they had the power of the Holy Spirit in their lives. Peter said, “I do not 

possess silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you; In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene 

– walk!” Instantly the Bible says the man’s feet and ankles were strengthened and he leaped up 

and began to walk. This was an amazing miracle. God had healed a man who had been lame since 

birth. Of course, this got the attention of the crowd who had seen this man lame for all these years. 

This provided the opportunity for Peter to preach a second sermon, through which 5,000 men 

(additional women and children) believed in Jesus and were saved. Of course, the religious leaders 

of the day didn’t like what was going on so they began to challenge and question them, but in 

doing so, they simply further revealed the will of God. God’s will is two-fold: 

A. That the Lost Would be Saved 

This sounds so simple, but we can’t miss this. God desires for all to be saved. This was 

Peter’s clear message in Acts 2. Listen to his sermon in Acts 2:22-23, 32-33, 36-40. (Show 

Verses). What does Peter call them to do? He calls them to repent, be baptized, and be 

saved. Salvation was the key message. It was same message here in Acts 4. The religious 

leaders wanted to debate how this man had been healed, but Peter wanted them to know 

that the main point was that God was willing to save and rescue men. In Acts 4:10-12, 

Peter points them to the fact that the reason this specific man stood whole and healed was 

by the saving power of Jesus. He said, “Let it be known to all of you and to all the people 

of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God 

raised from the dead – by this name this man stands here before you in good health. He is 

the stone which was rejected by you, the builders, but which became the chief cornerstone. 

And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been 

given among men by which we must be saved.” Friend, God’s will is that the lost would 

be saved. So strongly is this His will that He was willing to send His only begotten Son 

into the world to suffer and die on the cross so that our sin debt could be paid. Jesus literally 

suffered in our place for us so that we might be pardoned and cleansed and made whole. 

Why do we pray for all men everywhere, according to 1 Timothy 2:4? Because He desires 

for ALL men to be saved. Titus 2:11 says it this way, “For the grace of God has appeared, 

bringing salvation to ALL men.” 2 Peter 3:9b declares plainly, “The Lord…is patient 
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toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.” God’s clear 

will is that the lost will be saved.  

B. That Believers Would Share  

Yes, God desires for all to be saved, but every single follower of Jesus must recognize that 

we have a vital part to play in God’s plan to save the lost. It is true that we can’t put God 

in a box. He can draw anyone to Himself through any means He desires. However, His 

divine plan for taking the message of salvation to the lost is to send this message through 

us. He could speak through the heavens, through angels, through visions and dreams, and 

at times for His divine purposes He does. But, His clear plan for reaching the lost is by 

sending us to the highways and the byways with the Good News of Jesus. Everywhere our 

feet take us, we should be going with the Gospel. We sadly often view missionaries as 

those who go to foreign lands to serve and share. But, the reality is that every Christian is 

called to be a missionary for Jesus. We are called to take the Gospel daily everywhere we 

go and to everyone we meet. C.S. Lewis said it well, “Every Christian is either a missionary 

or an imposter.”  

Peter and the disciples clearly understood this. Jesus had called the disciples to fish for men 

by sharing the Gospel. Then, right before He went up to heaven in Acts 1:8, Jesus 

instructed them saying, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even 

to the remotest part of the earth.” What does a witness do? A witness simply tells the truth. 

They give an account of what they know to be true. Then shortly after this Jesus departed 

to go to heaven to prepare a place for all believers. What do we see Peter and the disciples 

doing? We see them gathering in the upper room for prayer. Once they were empowered 

by the Holy Spirit we immediately see them going and sharing and speaking the truth of 

the Gospel. The point is simply that they understood that it was God’s will to save those 

who are lost, but it was also God’s will for them to be the messengers of the Good News. 

They understood that they played a vital role in how the lost could be saved. The same is 

certainly true for us today. We have been entrusted with the Gospel and we have been sent 

into the world to share the Good News of Jesus. Alvin Reid said it simply, “We are Plan 

A to reach the world for Christ, and God hasn’t given us a Plan B.” Romans 10:14-15, 17 

explains, “How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they 

believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? 

How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet 

of those who bring good news of good things!’…So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 

by the word of Christ.”  

II. The War Against God (vs. 15-22) 

We can see the tension building, can’t we? The disciples have been changed by the resurrection of 

Christ and are filled with joy and excitement as they share the Gospel. Literally, thousands of 

people are believing in Jesus and confessing Jesus as Lord. This, of course, upset the leaders of 

Judaism. They couldn’t stand for the multitudes of the people leaving their dead religion to worship 
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and praise the name of the man whom they had just crucified. Notice what happened immediately 

after Peter and John left the Council. They began to talk among themselves. They were trying to 

determine how they could get the disciples to stop speaking of the name of Jesus. They could talk 

to others. The religious crowd wasn’t concerned about that, but they couldn’t keep speaking in the 

name of Jesus. See, this is what the battle was all about. It was all about the name of Jesus. Peter 

said it plainly, “There is no other name under heaven by which we must be saved.” Friend, that 

statement is still true today. It is only through the name of Christ that we can be forgiven, cleansed, 

and changed. You can call on the name of another so-called prophet, you can call on your 

grandfather’s great name or even the name of your pastor, but these names can’t save you. Please 

understand that this battle, this war against the name of Jesus, comes directly from Satan himself. 

Jesus warned us of this and more, didn’t He? In John 15:18-21 He said, “If the world hates you, 

you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love 

its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the 

world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If 

they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also. 

But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know the One 

who sent Me.” In Luke 21:12-13 He prepared us saying, “But before all these things, they will lay 

their hands on you and will persecute you, delivering you to the synagogues and prisons, bringing 

you before kings and governors for My name’s sake. It will lead to an opportunity for your 

testimony.” Friend, I don’t say these things to discourage you, but to prepare you. We shouldn’t 

be surprised when attacks come. Nor should we be afraid because we know that God can use these 

moments as opportunities for the Gospel to go forward.  

This battle against the name of Jesus still goes on today. In government buildings we are often told 

we can’t pray in Jesus’ name. In city squares we are told to remove any and all items that point to 

God and to Christ. In our school buildings we are often told that we can’t openly speak of Jesus. 

In our places of employment we are warned to keep our faith private and personal. Why is there 

such an attack on the name of Jesus? Because it is the only Name by which we can be saved. Our 

day still in many ways sounds a lot like Acts 4, doesn’t it? The leaders commanded Peter and John 

not to speak about the name of Jesus then they threatened them about what would happen.  

I love, though, how Peter, John, and the early church responded to this challenging situation. Let 

me ask you, “How would you respond if you were in their shoes?” Maybe the better question for 

every Christian is, “What are you doing with the name of Jesus today?” Sadly, many of us are 

silent. We are afraid to speak up or stand out. We have bought into the pressures of the few. Think 

about that. The multitudes were turning from sin and believing in Jesus. It was primarily the 

religious leaders who were threatening them. The same is true for us today. The majority of the 

people in our lives are open to the Gospel, but we often allow the pressures and threats of the few 

to silence us. Notice how Peter and John responded. They said, “We cannot stop speaking what 

we have seen and heard.” In other words, they were saying, “We can’t help but to tell people the 

truth about Jesus. He’s done too much in my life for me to ever be silent. We have to tell others.” 

Church, I pray that we will be so focused on Jesus, so consumed by His love and grace, that we 

would say the same exact thing.  
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III. The Want of the Followers of God (vs. 23-30) 

Picture the scene. Peter and John have been tested and tried and threatened not to talk anymore 

about Jesus. The same religious crowd that had crucified Jesus has just demanded that they stay 

silent about Jesus from now on. Having no basis for keeping them, they released Peter and John 

who immediately went to the other disciples and reported everything that had happened. Once they 

all heard the news, they responded immediately and unanimously with one action – prayer. They 

prayed. The circumstance that they were in drove them to prayer. The verse says, “When they 

heard this.” Having heard the threats, that they couldn’t speak or teach in the name of Jesus, they 

began to pray. Nobody likes trials and circumstances; however, when we draw near to God and 

yield to Him through them, He uses them in our lives to mold us and transform us. As they prayed, 

before they even asked for anything, they took time to praise God. Praising God in the midst of 

our prayer causes us to get the right perspective of God and of the situation. They praised God for 

His power, acknowledging that He had made the heavens, the earth, the sea, and everything in it. 

This put things in perspective. The Sanhedrin court had power, but God had and still has all power. 

The Sanhedrin court could threaten, but it could not go a single step further than what God allowed. 

They knew if God could do all that, then there was nothing too difficult for Him. They even praised 

God for His sovereignty over all things. Surely even Jesus’ crucifixion was no surprise to God the 

Father. And, if the threats against Jesus were no surprise then neither was the adversity that they 

were facing. In fact, they were so convinced that they leaned on God’s will, trusting “whatever His 

hand and purpose had predestined to occur.”  

Now that their focus was on the Lord and they had the right perspective, notice what they prayed 

for. These were their wants. They prayed for two primary things: 

A. They Asked for Courage (vs. 23-29) 

Let me ask you, “If you were in their shoes, how would you pray?” Honestly, I’d probably 

be praying, “Get ‘em, Lord. Take ‘em out. You know what they are doing.” Or maybe I’d 

beg God for deliverance from the circumstance. I’m not sure, but I do know that I love the 

way that these Christians prayed. They have been threatened not to talk about Jesus. They 

have been lied about. There is no doubt that the religious leaders were trying to destroy the 

character and credibility of these witnesses. But, the threats and ridicule didn’t stop them. 

They were committed to pray, but notice what they prayed for. They prayed, “Lord, take 

note of their threats and grant that your bond-servants may speak Your word with all 

confidence.” What a statement! They knew that Jesus was alive and well and the only way 

to Heaven. They knew that they had been commissioned to go into all the world with the 

Good News. It didn’t matter what threats, circumstances, or lies came against them, they 

were committed to the mission. So, they prayed for courage to be faithful in sharing the 

Word of Jesus with confidence. This is the same as last week. Paul said, “I am not ashamed 

of the Gospel.” We saw last week why Paul had such confidence in the Gospel even though 

he would eventually take it to Rome where he would be martyred. Here we see that even 

while facing threats, they prayed for courage and confidence to share the Gospel. 
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Church, we need to hear that this morning. They didn’t pray for deliverance from their 

persecution or revenge upon their persecutors. They prayed for courage. Phillip Brooks 

said it best, “Do not pray for easy lives. Pray to be stronger men and women. Do not pray 

for tasks equal to your power. Pray for power equal to your tasks.” They prayed for power 

from Heaven so that their persecutors would be delivered. They didn’t expect the 

persecution to go away, so they asked God for power to stand strong for Him. This is the 

same prayer of Paul in Colossians 4 as he prayed from prison. And this is the same courage 

that we should pray for today.  

B. They Asked for Confirmation (vs. 30) 

Simply put, they fully believed that as they courageously shared the Gospel that God would 

work in miraculous ways. They asked God to confirm His Word and prove it to be true. 

They asked God to heal the sick and work wonders in them, through them, and among 

them. Notice they had such deep faith in God and His Word that they fully believed and 

anticipated that these things would occur. They fully believed that God’s Word would not 

return void, so they prayed that He would confirm it.  

IV. The Work of God (vs. 31-35) 

What happens when the want of man is in line with the will of God? What happens when we pray 

in one accord with the will of God? What happens when our greatest wants are really what God 

wants? What happens is that God moves MIGHTILY. Notice how He worked. 

A. God Worked In Them (vs. 31-32a)   

The Bible says that when they prayed, they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. This is what 

God did inside of them. The idea of being “filled” means “to be controlled.” The Holy 

Spirit indwelled them in such a way that He took control. From there we see several 

evidences. God’s work was evident through their unity. This early church was unified 

in every way possible. In fact, they were experiencing a oneness and a unity that they could 

never have produced on their own. This was the fruit and evidence of the Holy Spirit’s 

work. I believe that this is what John had in mind when he said in 1 John 1:7a, “But if we 

walk in the Light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another.” One 

of the reasons that this church was unified was because they had been genuinely changed 

by the Lord and they were continually being led by the Lord. It wasn’t a one-time decision. 

It was a daily dying to self and letting the Holy Spirit direct them. They had supernatural 

unity. It wouldn’t always stay that way and sadly it seems that we only find glimpses of 

that today. But here in this moment was true unity – the unity that Jesus had prayed for in 

John 17:21 praying, “That they all may be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in 

You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.” 

B. God Worked Among Them (vs. 32b, 34-35) 

God’s work was evident through their generosity. This early church in Acts 4 was so 

united that the Bible says they were of one heart and one soul and not one of them claimed 

that anything belonging to him was his own. They were looking out for one another.  



8 
 

1 John 3:16-18 says, “We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we 

ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees 

his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in 

him? Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.” It 

was because of what God had done in them that He was now doing a great work among 

them. Notice what was happening. In order to provide for the needs of the people, those 

who had possessions sold them and laid them at the apostles’ feet so that they could 

distribute the money to meet the various needs. As a result, no one lacked anything. They 

weren’t forced to do this. There wasn’t a giving campaign. This wasn’t a preacher begging 

for money. There was no manipulation. This was simply an outward evidence of what God 

was doing in their hearts and lives. I don’t think that God is commanding everyone to sell 

everything and live in a communal society. However, it is showing us the love and the 

sacrifice that will be evident when God is working in the lives of His people. It is showing 

us that our resources and possessions are a means by which His work can be accomplished. 

Our stuff isn’t really ours. It’s God’s. So, we ought to hold it in such a way that we give to 

Him cheerfully and willingly. This is just one of the evidences of God’s mighty work.  

C. God Worked Through Them (vs. 31, 33) 

Can you imagine the scene that was unfolding through this situation? These believers who 

have been gathered in prayer have been filled with the Holy Spirit. All of them are 

empowered with boldness and begin openly telling others the Word of God. Then, the 

entire church was so unified and loving of the Lord and of one another that people were 

bringing in possessions and proceeds to the apostles and were saying, “Do the Lord’s work. 

Meet the needs.” And in addition to this, the apostles were preaching and giving testimony 

of the resurrection of Christ with great power. So, think about the bystanders, the spectators 

of the day. Not only were the people in that day hearing the message of Christ from new 

believers, but they were seeing the evidence of the power of Christ by observing and 

watching the church. While they were listening to the fact that Jesus was alive and could 

save them, they were seeing the proof in the actions of the church. I believe the context is 

suggesting that this powerful witness led to the salvation of many. In fact, when the 

summary statement of the apostles’ works continued in Acts 5:12-16, look at what 

happened. Verse 14 says, “And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and 

women, were constantly added to their number.” 

Believer, do you want to see God work in you, among you, and through you? Church, do we want 

to see God work in us, among us, and through us? There is no way apart from prayer. We can try 

to fish for men. We can try to plan programs, invent new methods, come up with creative schemes, 

spend all kinds of money, and even shout it from the mountaintops. But, I am convinced we will 

not be effective fishers of men if we aren’t praying. I hope that we will see the vital connection 

between praying and fishing and that every day our prayer would become, “God, give me today 

(1) an opportunity to speak with someone about Jesus; (2) the wisdom to see it; and (3) the courage 

to take it.” – Alvin Reid. For His Glory and the good of others, let’s be faithful in praying and 

fishing! 


