
Sermon – Basic Training (Our Objective) 

Mission statements… 

Google {show image}: To organize the world's information and make it universally accessible and useful. 

Nike {show image}: To bring inspiration and innovation to every athlete in the world. 

Starbucks {show image}: To inspire and nurture the human spirit – one person, one cup and one 
neighborhood at a time 
Chick-fil-A {show image}: Be America's best quick-service restaurant. 

 

Basic Training: This is the Crosslink version of a New Believer’s Class.  It’s designed to establish the 
essentials of following Jesus. We discuss topics like…   
 

Our Code: The Bible  Our Unit: The Church  Boot Camp: Sanctification 
 
Today we discuss Our Objective: Make disciples who make disciples (repeat one phrase at a time) 

Text: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 (ESV) (1st chapter of the first letter written by Paul) 

How do we fulfill our objective? 

 

1. By Responding to the Gospel with Belief and Repentance/verses 5, 9 

 

Belief:  (verse 5 – the gospel came in word, in power, in the HS and with full conviction) 

Paul came to visit the people of Thessalonica on his secondary missionary journey. And when Paul brings 

the gospel to town, he doesn’t do it halfway. People from the South might say, “He done brung it!” Gospel 

ministry done right comes with power, with the Holy Spirit, and with full conviction. 

 

And the people responded with belief and repentance. Now there’s a kind of belief that skims the surface 

of our minds and sounds like a good idea, and there’s another kind of belief that grabs our hearts and 

doesn’t let go. How do we get to that place of conviction? 

 

In our staff meeting this week and in the Pastor’s Council meeting as well, Pastor Michael challenged us 

with this idea… {picture of kamikaze flight} Our challenge was to not be a halfhearted kamikaze! 

 

Kamikaze missions happened in World War 2. They were suicide attacks where a Japanese military pilot 

would fly his plane into a warship to blow it up. Sometimes things went according to plan, but sometimes 

not so much. Leadership expert Tim Elmore wrote a book where he was talking about this. An interviewer 

was talking to a pilot who flew, get this, 50 kamikaze missions. How does that happen? The pilot said, “I 

was very involved, but not very committed.” You want an example of commitment? 

 

Joan of Arc: At 15, she knew her life mission. At 17, she led 3,000 French knights in battle against 

England in the Hundred Years’ War. At one point she told a military general that she would lead the way 

over the wall. He warned her that nobody would follow her. She said, “I won’t be looking back to see if 

they’re following me.” At 19 she was burned alive because she would not recant on her commitment to 

France. 

 

“Everyone gives their life for what they believe. Sometimes people believe in little or nothing and yet they 

give their life to that little or nothing. One life is all we have, and we live it, and then it’s gone. But to give 

up what you are and to live without belief is more terrible than dying, even more terrible than dying 

young.”    Joan of Arc 

 

Elmore: The path to convictions… 

1. Ideas – We perceive an issue by the way we think about it. This involves our minds. 
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2. Opinions – We express our preferences on the issue. This involves our emotions. 

3. Beliefs: We conclude where we stand on the issue. This involves mind and emotions. 

4. Commitments: We begin to act on our belief. This involves minds, emotions, and will. 

5. Convictions – we are ready to die for our commitment. It is now a passion in our lives. 

 

The believers here in Thessalonica responded to the gospel by going way beyond ideas and opinions. They 

developed beliefs that led to commitments and convictions. You and I are called to do the same.  

 

How do we know they developed these convictions? (Verse 9) 

They turned to God from what? 

 

Repentance: (turning to God from idols – Verse  9) 

An idol is anything we worship in place of God. Paul in Romans 1:25: we exchange the truth of God for a 

lie and worship the creature rather than the Creator. 

 

“Instead of living for God, we began to live for ourselves, or our work, or for material goods. We reversed 

the original intended order. And when we began to worship and serve created things, paradoxically, the 

created things came to rule over us. Instead of being God’s vice-regents, ruling over creation, now creation 

masters us.”   Tim Keller 

 

Keller goes on to explain that making an idol out of something means giving it the love you should be 

giving your Creator and Sustainer. Sin is not just a violation of God’s law – it’s a violation of love. 

 

If I’m going to make other disciples, I’ve got to be a disciple myself. That’s not just a one-time prayer – it’s 

an ongoing process of growing in my faith in a number of different areas. 

 

3 traits of discipleship: 

Orthodoxy (Right beliefs) 

Orthopraxy (Right actions) 

Orthopathy (Right affections) 

 

Our objective is to make disciples who make disciples, and we fulfill that by responding to the gospel with 

belief and repentance. And another way we fulfill that objective is this: 

 

 

2. By Faith that goes Everywhere/verse 8 

 

John MacArthur: The idea is to reverberate. Reverberate: to echo, resound, vibrate, or ring. That’s bad for 

the band during run-through, but it’s exactly what God intends for the message of the gospel. Our faith 

should shake the nations! 

 

MacArthur: Wherever the Thessalonians went, the gospel given by the Word of the Lord was heard. It 

resulted in a local outreach to Thessalonica. Greece was comprised of two Roman provinces with 

Macedonia to the north and Achaia to the south (verse 8). The believers in Thessalonica had a national 

outreach going all over these areas, and international outreaches to regions beyond.  

 

Now I don’t know what this church here called themselves, but they might as well have been called 

Thessalonica Community Church. Because they sound a lot like Crosslink. I’m proud to be part of a 

church whose faith is going everywhere. Last year our faith went all over… 

1. the Valley… (inviting people to worship services, Community Groups, Students wrapped 380 gifts) 

2. NYC, Argentina, Bosnia 

3. Shoeboxes to Haiti 

 



 As we come together week in and week out, our purpose is not to pat each other on the back and say, 

“Hey, let’s try to love Jesus a little more.” Our faith is not about church buildings, or services, or 

programs. It’s not just about being good and making sure we make it to the next event. 

 

This is a movement that’s all about our lifestyle and driving passion. We have a calling to advance the 

mission of God to demonstrate his love and change the world. Our times together are to fuel up to live on 

mission until the next time we come back together. And then we’ll get fueled up again to keep the 

movement going. 

 

“At its heart, Christianity is not an institution to be maintained; it is a movement to be advanced. This 

movement calls its followers to spread its message to all people, to every tribe and tongue. And the more 

the adherents of the movement do just that, the more it resembles the very ideals given in the pages of 

Scripture.”  Alvin Reid 

 

Our challenge is stay focused on the movement! Reid: idols stop the missional impulse from growing in 

our hearts and ministries 

 

2016 is an election year. We’re going to hear about all sorts of causes and plans and strategies. It’s great 

to rally around a purpose, but not so great if that purpose doesn’t get you anywhere… 

 

Ill.: In November, 1975, 75 convicts started digging a secret tunnel designed to bring them up at the 

other side of the wall of Saltillo Prison in northern Mexico. On April 18, 1976, guided by pure genius, they 

tunneled up into the nearby courtroom in which many of them had been sentenced. The surprised judges 

returned all 75 to jail. 

 

As the church, our purpose is one where we have the power of Christ working on our side. Our objective 

is to make disciples who make disciples! One of the ways we reinforce that in our student ministry is by 

attending a conference called Dare2Share. It’s a weekend event coming up in April in northern Virginia.  

 

Dare2Share: Teenagers today live in a cause-centric world. They want to be part of something big, 

something of value, something that will change the world. Unleash them for the ultimate cause—THE 

Cause of making disciples. Because in the end, that is the only cause that will transform lives both now 

and for all eternity! 

 

Our objective is to make disciples who make disciples. We fulfill that objective by responding to the gospel 

with belief and repentance. We fulfill that objective by faith that goes everywhere. One more and then 

we’re done. We fulfill our objective by… 

 

 

3. By confident hope in the return of Jesus/verse 10 

 

I’ve heard it said that some people can be so heavenly minded that they’re of no earthly good. They’re just 

sitting around waiting to go to heaven. But that’s not what we see in this first chapter. The people we see 

here in Thessalonica were so heavenly minded that they were full of earthly good. Verse 3 says they were 

known for their works of faith, and their labors of love, and their steadfast hope in Christ. 

 

Wiersbe: A local church that truly lives in the expectation of seeing Jesus Christ at any time will be a 

vibrant and victorious group of people. Expecting the Lord’s return is a great motivation for sharing the 

gospel, for stability, for comfort in sorrow, and for godly lifestyles.  

 

With or without a lead pastor, our hope is in Jesus Christ! We have great leaders, and great ministries, 

and great expectations for our future. But no people and no plans will give us the anchor that we need. 



That anchor is in Christ alone. Paul didn’t stay with the church in Thessalonica but they were okay 

because they were anchored by a much deeper hope. 

 

“I never begin my work in the morning without thinking that perhaps he may interrupt my work and 

begin His own. I am not looking for death. I am looking for Him.”   

G. Campbell Morgan (British teacher/preacher in the late 1800’s/early 1900’s) 

 

Christ delivers us from the wrath to come. The Bible warns that those who do not commit to follow Christ 

as Lord and Savior are headed for a place called hell. What’s sad is that a lot of people say they believe in 

heaven, but not as many believe in hell. Could it be that we have been deceived? If I don’t really believe 

there’s a punishment, I have no motivation to trust Christ. The Bible describes hell as… 

“eternal fire” (Matthew 25:41)  

“unquenchable fire” (Matthew 3:12),  

“shame and everlasting contempt” (Daniel 12:2),  

“everlasting destruction” (2 Thessalonians 1:9),  

a “lake of burning sulfur” where the wicked are “tormented day and night forever and ever” (Revelation 

20:10). 

 

Our sin is an eternal offense, a slap in the face, against a holy and righteous God. And our eternal offense 

brings eternal punishment if we don’t find a way out. Only when we understand the seriousness of hell do 

we appreciate the beauty of the cross. God is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come 

to eternal life (2 Peter 3:9).  

 

That’s why Jesus came and gave His life and rose again so that you and I don’t have to face that 

punishment. When we respond to the gospel in belief and repentance, we know that we will be delivered 

from the wrath to come! And when we know we’ve been delivered, that’s what motivates us to take our 

faith everywhere. As we take our faith outward, we keep our confident hope in Christ and in the reality 

that He just might return any day now. You say, “When’s that day going to be?” I can’t say for sure, but I 

can tell you this: We’re closer now than we’ve ever been. Every day that goes by gets us one day closer. 

 

(Ask Scott to come up and play keys) 

 

Our objective is to make disciples who make disciples, and we fulfill that by responding to the gospel with 

belief and repentance, by faith that goes everywhere, and by confident hope in the return of Jesus. 

 

Our victory is certain. Joan of Arc, Japanese fighter pilots… they gave their lives for a cause that was 

temporary. You and I can devote ourselves to a cause that goes on for all eternity, one where our victory is 

certain!  

No matter the struggle, or the heartache, or the pain we may deal with in this life, we know that when we 

are in Christ, when we cling to the Cross, we never lose hope because we are victorious! 

 

Conclusion: On Christmas Day, we were heading to Richmond to be with my parents. We were about 1 

minute away from their house as I headed down the road I had travelled many times before. As we passed 

through an intersection… crash! {picture of van} 

When our kids got out of the van, they walked over a few steps and sat on the ground. And as we looked 

behind them, this is what we saw… {picture of crosses} 

At the bottom of that middle cross, there was a sign. A sign that said this… {picture of sign} 

 

We win! Even when we’re shaken up, even as we pass through our darkest hour, we have hope. We win. 

That’s why we fulfill our objective as the church. We want to make disciples who make disciples, to bring 
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more and more people to the side of victory. That’s what all of this comes down to, and that’s what I want 

to leave you with today. 

 


