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Building the Next Generation 

Opener: On August 17, 1999, tragedy struck in Izmit, Turkey. There was an 

earthquake that lasted 37 seconds, and in that earthquake more than 50,000 people 

lost their lives. Building after building toppled to the ground, leaving the city looking 

something like this…  

(earthquake image) 

You would expect some pretty major damage after an event like this, but this time it 

was much more worse than expected. Author Steve Wright mentions this story in his 

book called A Parent Privilege. He says the Turkish government got an independent 

agency to look into the situation and determine what was going on. Here’s what they 

found…  

Most of the buildings in the area did not meet the design requirements and were 

therefore not built to withstand a catastrophe 

Building contractors routinely ignored earthquake specifications 

Most of the buildings were built with inappropriate materials and poor workmanship 

Many were knowingly built on active fault lines in high-risk areas 

Many buildings were not designed by experts, but built according to what others were 

doing 

With so little effort, and so many shortcuts, it’s no wonder the end result was disaster! 

I wonder if the same things could be said about our efforts in passing on the Christian 

faith to the next generation… 

Is it possible that many of our families are not built according to God’s design 

requirements that prepare us to withstand the storms of life? 

How closely have we followed the specifications laid out in God’s Word? 

Do we intentionally invest in the next generation based on the lasting principles of 

eternal truth, or with the substandard materials of popular trends and shifting 

opinions? 

Do we sometimes ignore and fail to address high risk factors and instead plod on 

ahead? 

Are we careful to let God’s Word be our guide when making decisions about our 

families and passing on our faith, or do we just kind of look around and do what other 

people are doing? 
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What we’re talking about today applies to all of us. Some of us have members of the 

next generation living in our homes. Some do not.   

Even if we don’t have kids of our own, I would say it’s beneficial to understand God’s 

desires and plans for each of us as brothers and sisters within the body of Christ. Just 

like it’s beneficial for men to know what God says to women, and vice versa. The rich 

should know what God says to the poor, and vice versa. All of us should be equipped 

to help everyone else within our Christian family. That’s how we can encourage each 

other to follow God and grow stronger together.  

When we are faithful to build the next generation according to the principles of God’s 

Word, great things can happen. But when we don’t, the results can be tragic. 

Today we’ll begin our time in the Word by reading some sad verses early on in the 

book of Judges. Before this point the Israelite people had been in slavery in Egypt for 

400 years, until God finally delivered them through Moses. Moses led the people 

through the desert for 40 years, and handed things over to Joshua. Joshua has finally 

brought the people into the promised land of Canaan, but there was a problem. The 

people were told to drive out all the citizens that were living there already. 

Unfortunately, they chose not to do that. So in the beginning of Judges Chapter 2 we 

find the Angel of the Lord addressing the people and letting them know that these 

people living in the land surrounding them are going to cause problems. And now we 

see what happens next… {let’s stand together} 

Follow along as we read Judges 2:6-15. [ESV] 

6 When Joshua dismissed the people, the people of Israel went each to his inheritance 
to take possession of the land. 7 And the people served the LORD all the days of 
Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great 
work that the LORD had done for Israel. 8 And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of 
the LORD, died at the age of 110 years. 9 And they buried him within the boundaries of 
his inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of the 
mountain of Gaash. 10 And all that generation also were gathered to their fathers. And 
there arose another generation after them who did not know the LORD or the work that 
He had done for Israel. 11 And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the 
LORD and served the Baals. 12 And they abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers, 

who had brought them out of the land of Egypt. They went after other gods, from 
among the gods of the peoples who were around them, and bowed down to them. And 
they provoked the LORD to anger. 13 They abandoned the LORD and served the Baals 
and the Ashtaroth. 14 So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and He gave 
them over to plunderers, who plundered them. And He sold them into the hand of 
their surrounding enemies, so that they could no longer withstand their enemies. 
15 Whenever they marched out, the hand of the LORD was against them for harm, as 
the LORD had warned, and as the LORD had sworn to them. And they were in terrible 
distress. 
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So we find a pattern here: when Joshua and his generation were alive, the people 

worshiped the Lord and served Him. When Joshua and his fellow leaders died, the 

next generation turned away from God. Their culture had been infiltrated by other 

people worshiping all kinds of false gods, and this new generation was swallowed up 

by the cultural pressures going on all around them. Sound familiar? Hmm. 

The next generation started worshiping the idols of their culture because there were a 

few things they didn’t know: 

Let’s look again at verse 10:  

“… And there arose another generation after them who did not know the LORD or the 

work that he had done for Israel.” 

1) The Lord 

If I don’t know the LORD, how do I know it’s wrong to follow Baal? 

Let’s look at what else they didn’t know: 

“… And there arose another generation after them who did not know the LORD or the 
work that he had done for Israel.” 

2) The work that He had done for Israel 

There were 10 plagues in Egypt…   they didn’t know 

God parted the Red Sea…     they didn’t know 

God made manna rain down from heaven…  they didn’t know 

God made water come gushing out of a rock…  they didn’t know 

God delivered them from their enemies in battle… they didn’t know 

In the end, the next generation faced distress and destruction. They had to wander 

throughout life without the peace and blessing of knowing God. Now we see God’s 

grace later in the chapter as God raises up judges to deliver the people when they turn 

to Him, but the book of Judges overall show us some very dark times in Israel’s 

history. 

So what about us? What can we do to rise up and do everything we can so that what 

happened in Israel doesn’t happen again in our nation? How can we build the next 

generation to help them become devoted followers of Christ? 

I. Our Current Reality 
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We have a handful of high school students serving this summer on a student 

leadership team, and we’re reading a book on leadership together. One of the 

principles we’re learning is that we must face the facts and have a clear understanding 

of a situation before we can make a difference to improve the situation. 

I want to share with you some slides I first saw at a Youth Pastor Summit in Nashville 

back in April. The speaker was Sean McDowell, a professor of Apologetics at Biola 

University in California. He passed along these slides and gave us permission to use 

them.   

10 facts re: Gen Z… 

1. Ronald Reagan - as far back for them as Dwight Eisenhower was for their parents 

2. Email = ancient and useless technology 

3. Columbine = merely a flower 

4. Amazon = online retailer, not a river in South America 

5. Nirvana = classic rock 

6. Stephen Curry > Michael Jordan 

7. YouTubers are the new stars 

8. Eminem and L.L. Cool J – parents’ weekend 

9. “Press pound” = “hit hashtag” 

10. With GPS, they have never needed directions 

 

When you think about the next generation, what are 3 words that come to mind? Take 

a minute and share your thoughts with the person beside you. 

(positive vs critical words) 

Keep it positive! 

Every student has a unique story! 

 

Nine Insights about Generation Z: 

1. Digital Natives:  

“Teenagers put technology in the same category as air and water. They cannot imagine 
living without being connected all the time.” Dr. Tim Elmore 

79% display symptoms of emotional distress when they are kept away from their 
smartphones 

2. Entrepreneurial:  

Uber and Airbnb  
72% of older members of Gen Z want to start their own business. 
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3. Diverse:  

Between 2000-2010, Hispanic population grew at 4x the rate of the total population.  
The most common last name is Smith. Soon it will be Rodriguez.  
This is the last generation that will be majority white (52%). 
Gen Zers have grown up experiencing diversity, and they feel overwhelmingly positive 
about it.  

4. Less Religious Identification:  

In 1966, 6.6% of incoming freshman reported being unaffiliated with any religion. In 
2015, nearly one-third (29.6%) of all incoming college students reported not identifying 
with any particular religion.  

5. Fuzzy:  

Formerly distinct lines are now considered “blurry.” Technology blurred lines between 
home/work, study/entertainment, public/private 
Gen Zers have a different experience of family—same-sex households, working moms, 
stay-at-home dads, three-parent families, and couples choosing not to have kids. The 
nuclear family will make up less than a third of all families by 2026.  
Gender identities have become blurry as well. [Facebook = 58 gender options] 
 
6. Overwhelmed:  
 
Susanna Schrobsdorff interviewed teenagers for an article in Time magazine and 
concluded this: “There was a pervasive sense that being a teenager today is a draining 
full-time job that includes doing schoolwork, managing a social media identity and 
fretting about career, climate change, sexism, racism—you name it.” 
 
One teenager had this to say: “We’re the first generation that cannot escape our 
problems at all. We’re all like little volcanoes. We’re getting this constant pressure, 
from our phones, from our relationships, from the way things are today.” 
[68% feel overwhelmed by everything they need to do each week.] 

7. Lonely:  

“Anxiety and depression in high school kids have been on the rise since 2012 after 
several years of stability. It’s a phenomenon that cuts across all demographics – 
suburban, urban, and rural.” 

3 million adolescents 12-17 have had a “major depressive episode” in the past year.  

8. Progressive:  

Most from Generation Z plan to get married, have kids, and buy a house—although 
probably later than previous generations. And they are less likely to drink, smoke, and 
take drugs.  
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In 2015, the highest percentage of incoming freshmen favored legalizing marijuana in 
its history (56.4%) 

81% agreed that same sex couples should have the right to marry 

9. Individualistic:  

There was a time when the big choice was Coke vs Pepsi. But things are different now. 

Author Anne Fisher says that “Gen Z is used to having everything personalized just for 
them, from playlists to newsfeeds to product features of all kinds. They’ve grown up 
expecting that.” 

“There is a tendency to be either overly romantic or critical about new generations. The 

reality is that members of Generation Z face the same life challenges as previous 

generations, but in a super-connected and rapid-moving technological age. And let us 

not forget that they have the same deep needs for love, significance, meaning, and 

belonging as every previous generation.” Sean McDowell 

II. Our Critical Responsibility 

Psalm 145:3-4: “Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and His greatness is 

unsearchable. One generation shall commend Your works to another, and shall 

declare Your mighty acts.” 

Psalm 71:17-18: “O God, from my youth You have taught me, and I still proclaim 

Your wondrous deeds. So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, 

until I proclaim Your might to another generation, Your power to all those to come.” 

How can we help? 

Parents: Ask yourself these 3 questions… 

1) Where are my kids spiritually? 

2) Where would I like them to be? 

3) How can I help them get there? 

 

You have other goals (financial, fitness, educational, career goals, etc.) 

Set spiritual goals for your kids! 

 

But we all have a part to play in building the next generation here at Crosslink. And  

I know that as a church family we are committed to the task. I know that because it’s 

exactly what we saw when you prayed for us before we took off for camp a few weeks 

ago. Many of you took a prayer bracelet and committed to pray for a certain individual 

by name all week long.   
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I have come to realize that our student ministry will never reach its full potential 

without the power of prayer. One of the critical success factors for our ministry = 

Spiritual Vitality! For our ministry to be effective, we’ve got to concentrate on areas 

like Intentional Discipleship, Leadership Development, Parent Ministry, and Gospel 

Advance. But we can’t miss this element of spiritual vitality… 

 

Spiritual Vitality – Because our mission is spiritual and accomplished only by the 

power of God, we must cultivate dependence on Him and seek His power to produce 

lasting results. 

Today I would like to introduce a brand new initiative we’re going to roll out this year, 

and I want to ask for your participation and support.  

Pray for Me Campaign…  {logo slide}. 

This is a prayer strategy where adults within a church commit to praying for a student 

from that church for an entire school year. This is a campaign that is going on among 

280 churches in 35 states and, Pastor Scott would be happy to know, in Canada as 

well.  

Here’s a video that explains what the campaign is all about…  

{Pray for Me Campaign Inspirational Video #2} 

THE PRAY FOR ME CAMPAIGN VISION: 

That every middle schooler and high schooler in our church would have a team of 

adult believers serving as their prayer champions 

 

PRAYER CHAMPIONS FROM THREE GENERATIONS: 

Ages 21-40  Ages 41-60  Ages 61+ 

 

You will get more details in the coming weeks, but we’ll plan to launch our prayer 

partnerships on Sunday, August 27. For those willing to serve as a Prayer Champion, 

you’ll have an opportunity to purchase a Prayer Guide book. This book contains 13 

weeks of guided prayers so you’ll know exactly how to pray for your student. Each day 

you will have set topics and set Scriptures to pray for your student. The topics deal 

with issues like God’s favor in their lives, for wisdom, love, faith, purity, speech, and 

conduct. You’ll find these are good things to pray for yourself as well! 

We have an opportunity here to make a major difference and see God move in mighty 

ways for the next generation!  
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“Through intentional, deliberate, strategic prayer, you grab hold of Jesus and of 

everything He’s already done on your behalf. It’s how you tap into the power of heaven 

and watch it reverberate in your experiences.” Priscilla Shirer 

What you’ll find is that your student is not the only one who benefits from the 

experience. The Prayer Guide walks you through a discipleship process where you 

learn to see, savor, and share Christ. Here’s how author Tony Souder explains it: 

A. See 

It is God’s desire that we can see and be captivated by His holiness, justice, 

righteousness, power, wisdom, faithfulness, and love. 

Stale relationship = we have grown blind to the reality of who He is 

We need to ask God for His help: 

1) To see His greatness in Scripture, life, and creation. 

2) To see, hear, and understand His will and His work in the world around us. 

B. Savor 

This is the response of our hearts to what we see about God. It moves us away from 

just intellectual knowledge and helps us to appreciate and care about the things that 

are most important to Him. 

We need to remember: 

1) We pursue those things we love most with purpose and intensity. 

2) This process requires us to slow down and ponder what we have seen. 

3) The times in our lives when we have seen God’s presence, protection, or provision. 

C. Share 

The natural overflow of seeing and savoring the greatness of God. We naturally talk 

about the things we love most.  

 

Important insights: 

 

1) Recognize that sharing deepens your relationship with Christ. (Philemon 1:6 – “I 

pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every 

good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ.” 
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2) Engage others about where they have seen God at work in their lives. Many people 

can recall certain circumstances where God did incredible things, and sharing these 

experiences will develop your faith as well as theirs. 

 

This commitment to pray will enable us to build relational bridges, bridges that will be 

strong enough to bear the weight of truth. In this way, we can pass on the truths to 

help the next generation be a people who know the LORD and what He has done for 

us in our lives.  

I want to see God do an amazing work at Crosslink in the coming months, and I trust 

you do as well.  

“Before God enables His people to bring in a harvest, He pours out a Spirit of prayer 

upon them. The surest sign that God is about to send power upon us is a great 

movement of prayer in our midst.” John Piper 

As we come to our time of commitment, I want to ask you to consider whether God is 

calling you to join this movement. You can do business with Him at your seat and say 

yes. I’d also encourage you to sign up at the Connection Center on your way out. 

Maybe you’re here today and you’d say, “I feel like I’m kind of like those people we 

talked about in those Bible verses earlier. I don’t really have a relationship with God, 

and I’ve kind of just been doing my own thing.”  Be assured of this: Jesus Christ is 

desperately in love with you. He wants you to come to know Him today. When we 

recognize that we have sinned against Him, but that He died in our place so those sins 

can be forgiven, and we commit to follow Him from this point on, we can know what it 

means to be saved and have that relationship with Him. If you have a decision to make 

or would like somebody to pray with you, come forward now as Scott leads us in 

worship.  


