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INTRODUCTION: The world teaches us that if we want to be great then we must strive to be the 
best, to be first, and to be better. However, Jesus wisely teaches that the greatest among us is the 
servant. He also modeled this in a profound way for all disciples to know and follow. In this message, 
we discover three truths that will equip us to live like our serving Savior. 
 
READ: John 13:1-17 
 
DISCUSSION: 
1. Do you recall the first time you ever served the Lord? If so, share your experience with the 

group and share what you learned from it.  
2. According to Mark 10:45, why did Jesus come to earth? What are some of the ways He 

accomplished this? 
3. John 13:1-3 focuses on what Jesus knew. What were some of the things that He knew in that 

moment? How did this impact His service? 
4. Jesus, knowing that His time was at hand, sensed an urgency to serve in this way. Why should 

we, too, have a sense of urgency in serving the Lord? What things often blind us from this 
urgency? 

5. According to John 13:1, what was Jesus’ primary motive for service?  

• What are some of the ways that Jesus demonstrated His love for the disciples? 

• How should this affect our own perspective of serving? 
6. How would you have responded if you were Jesus? Could you have lovingly served Peter, 

Thomas, or Judas? Explain why/why not.  
7. What physical objects were needed for Jesus to serve? What heart attitudes were needed? How 

is this similar or different to what is needed for us to effectively serve?  
8. Before Jesus picked up the towel, He had to take off His outer coat so that He’d not be 

hindered. What are some things that we must put away in order that we may better serve the 
Lord?  

9. How did Jesus’ service impact Peter? How can God use our acts of service in similar ways? 
10. As a group read Philippians 2:1-8.  

• In verses 2-5, what does God command us to do?  

• How does this relate to serving? 

• In verses 6-8, how is Christ the perfect example of a servant?  

TAKE IT WITH YOU: Joy comes when we serve others in the name of Christ! 
 
READING LIST:   
Monday: Philippians 1:21-27 / Tuesday: Philippians 2:1-11 / Wednesday: Philippians 2:12-18 /  

Thursday: 1 Peter 4:1-11 / Friday: 1 Peter 5:1-11 / Saturday: Romans 12:1-8 / Sunday: Romans 12:9-21 


