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Introduction 
 
 Thank you Kyle and worship band for leading us this morning. That song “It is Well” is a 
perfect introduction to our message today - it’s almost as if someone planned it that way. 
Picking songs was pretty easy this week as I was really able to get in the head of the preacher.  
 
 Well, in this morning’s message we are going to be diving into a story about two faithful 
followers of Christ - the Apostle Paul and one of Paul’s ministry partners, named Silas. We’re 
specifically going to be looking at an instance when Paul and Silas got themselves in some 
pretty hot water. We all know that our actions have consequences - whether it’s running off our 
mouth in a meeting at work or going a little too fast down the highway - we pay for our mistakes. 
But in this instance, Paul and Silas did absolutely nothing wrong. In fact, they were punished for 
doing good. Has that ever happened to you? Have you ever done the right thing, and then 
suffered consequences? 
 
 I remember one semester in college, I went to the registrar’s office to pay my tuition bill 
for the semester, and the clerk there had good news for me - my tuition was already covered! 
She explained that I had received a scholarship from the school of music and so this semester 
was free! Of course, I didn’t mind saving several thousand dollars, but I was pretty sure I would 
have known about it beforehand if I received a scholarship. At that point, I had a choice to 
make. Do I keep my mouth shut and take the free ride, or do I go to the school of music and 
investigate further about why I got this scholarship. Well, I felt convicted that I needed to do the 
right thing and investigate. So, I went to the school of music to ask about it. I explained that I 
had received this scholarship and that my tuition for the semester had been paid. I was 
expecting them to thank me for my honesty in coming forward, however, their reaction was just 
the opposite. I got chewed out. I was told that this was a scholarship for one of the Teaching 
Assistants and that I had stolen it from them. I tried to explain that I had nothing to do with it, but 
nevertheless, it was somehow my fault. I was just trying to do the right thing, and I got in trouble 
for it. 
 
 Maybe for you, it was being honest in a business transaction, when your boss wanted 
you to conduct a shady deal. Maybe it was being made fun of because you wouldn’t participate 
with your friends in an activity that was sinful. Maybe it was being passed over for a job because 
you wouldn’t work on Sunday mornings. All of these scenarios seem unfair, they seem unjust, 
and they seem undeserved, but the Bible tells us that as believers, we should expect to suffer 
for doing good. 
 
 1 Peter chapter 4 verses 12-14 say, “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal 
among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were 
happening to you;”  What Peter is saying is that as believers, we should expect to be mistreated 
- this should not surprise us! Peter goes on to say, “but to the degree that you share the 
sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice 
with exultation. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of 
glory and of God rests on you.”  
 
 You may be thinking, whoa whoa Peter, now you’ve really gone off the rails. I get that I 
should expect to suffer, but I don’t just get to grin and bear it - I should rejoice in it? I should 
consider myself blessed? I should thank God for my sufferings? It seems completely counter-
intuitive, completely against our human nature, but as believers, this is what we are called to do. 



 

 

 Today I want to share a message with you called “Songs in the Night,” and we’re going 
to look to the example of Paul and Silas in Acts chapter 16 in order to help us learn how we are 
to respond to suffering in our lives.  
 
 Before we read our passage together, I’d like to give you a little context for what’s going 
on in the life of the Apostle Paul. Towards the end of Acts 15, we see that Paul is about to set 
out on what is referred to as his “second missionary journey.” Paul’s intent in this trip was to visit 
and encourage churches that he had established on his first missionary journey, however, God 
had other plans. Paul and Silas set out on this journey, but on the way, Paul receives a vision 
from the Lord to go to the region of Macedonia to preach the gospel to the people there. This 
was uncharted territory for Paul and was actually his first venture onto European soil. Paul and 
Silas set sail for Macedonia and made their way to a place called Philippi, which was a leading 
city in Macedonia, and also was a Roman colony and military center. When they arrived, 
however, they didn’t get such a warm reception. 
 
 We’ll pick up our story in Acts chapter 16 verse 16. If you are physically able, would you 
stand to your feet for the reading of God’s word. 
 
READ ACTS 16:16-24 
 
 Let’s pause here for a minute. What just happened to Paul and Silas was completely 
illegal. They were not given a trial, they were charged with bogus accusations, and they got 
thrown into stocks in the “inner prison.” This cell would have likely had no light or fresh air (save 
from what came through the door when it was opened). Essentially, Paul and Silas were put into 
solitary confinement. Why? Because the owners of the slave-girl were smart, and didn’t appeal 
to the magistrates based on their lost profit, they appealed to them on anti-Jewish sentiments 
and nationalistic Roman pride. Things they knew would rouse the crowd. Talk about unfair! 
 
 Let’s continue reading together. Verse 25 says, “but about midnight Paul and Silas were 
complaining about their circumstances.” NO! That’s not what it says.  
 
READ ACTS 16:25-34 
 
 What an incredible story. We see in verse 25 that Paul and Silas’ didn’t groan and 
complain about their circumstances - they praised the Lord, and as a result, God did incredible 
things - he set prisoners free both physically and spiritually. Paul and Silas remembered Psalm 
42, that says, “Why are you in despair, O my soul? And why have you become disturbed within 
me? Hope in God, for I shall again praise Him for the help of His presence . . . The Lord will 
command His lovingkindness in the daytime; And His song will be with me in the night, A prayer 
to the God of my life.” The great preacher Charles Spurgeon once said, “It is easy to sing when 
we can read the notes by daylight; but the skillful singer is he who can sing when there is not a 
ray of light to read by … Songs in the night come only from God; they are not in the power of 
men.” Today I’d like to share with you from Acts 16, three audiences that hear our songs in the 
night. The first point in our message today and first blank in your worship guide is that God 
hears our songs. 
 
I. God Hears 
 
 Our first and primary audience for our “songs in the night” is the Lord Himself. He alone 
is worthy of our worship, in every season, in every circumstance. God doesn’t change, even 
when our circumstances do. He is still on His throne, and He is still worthy of our praise. 
Sometimes in the darkest of nights when we are suffering greatly, we may doubt God’s 



 

 

compassion or doubt His goodness to us. But in those times, we must always remember to 
measure God’s compassion by the cross. I love the line in the song we sang today, “And if this 
life brings suffering, Lord I will remember, what Calvary has bought for me, both now and 
forever.” What a powerful and true statement that is. If Jesus was to provide no other blessings 
for us in this life other than His free gift of salvation, He would still be worthy of every ounce of 
worship that is in us.  
 
 I can admit though, it can sometimes be difficult to praise the Lord. When it comes to 
worshipping here on Sundays, you might have a million reasons to not participate - you are self-
conscious about your singing voice, no one else around you is singing, you don’t like the songs, 
you’ve had an exhausting week. Whatever the reason, I believe that Paul and Silas can give us 
a sobering perspective here. As we stand up and sing in this beautiful facility with padded seats 
and air conditioning, Paul and Silas were singing in a dark, smelly, musty prison cell. To add to 
that, they had just been beaten with rods. They were in a great deal of pain, likely with a few 
broken ribs, and yet, they managed to get enough breath in their lungs to sing out to the Lord. 
Makes our reasons not to sing seem a little petty. I’d encourage you not to use the excuse that 
“I don’t feel like worshipping” but to ask yourself the question instead - “how does God feel 
about my worship?” Because at the end of the day, worship is for the Lord. He is our audience, 
and He is the one who sees our hearts. Pastor Mark Batterson says that, “Nothing is more 
difficult than praising God when everything seems to be going wrong. But one of the purest 
forms of worship is praising God even when you don’t feel like it because it shows God that your 
worship isn’t based on circumstances. Worship is based on the character of God.” 
 
A. Worship is a Spiritual Discipline 
 
 God is certainly worthy of our worship, but worship doesn’t just “happen” when we are 
faced with trials. It will not just come naturally to us. Oswald Chambers in his devotional “My 
Utmost for His Highest” says, “It is not the crisis that builds something within us - it simply 
reveals what we are made of already . . . you won’t rise to the occasion unless you have done 
so on God’s training ground.” What Oswald Chambers is saying here is that if we hope to 
worship the Lord when we are suffering, we must be training ourselves to do it in our everyday 
lives. Chambers goes on to say that, “A private relationship of worshiping God is the greatest 
essential element of spiritual fitness.”  
 
 I firmly believe that just like reading our Bibles and praying, worship is a spiritual 
discipline that must be cultivated in our lives. Paul and Silas didn’t just decide to start singing 
songs when they were in prison - those songs were their natural response, because I believe 
they sang those songs in their everyday lives as well. Psalm 145 verse 2 says, “Every day I will 
bless You, And I will praise Your name forever and ever.” Just like reading our Bibles and 
praying to the Lord, singing should be a part of our daily lives. I make it my aim to not be just 
worshipping the Lord on Sundays, but to be singing songs of praise to Him throughout my week. 
A great way to do this is to use the songs that we have sung on Sunday in your personal time 
with the Lord throughout the next week.  
 
 It’s not only important to be worshipping the Lord in our everyday lives, we need to be 
teaching this to others as well. Psalm 145 continues in verse 4 and says, “One generation shall 
praise Your works to another, And shall declare Your mighty acts.” It’s important that we are 
teaching the next generation to worship the Lord. Each night before Lindsey and I put our son 
Samuel to bed, we read him a short Bible story, pray with him, and then sing a worship song 
before turning out his light. Even though Samuel is only 5 months old, we want worship to be a 
part of his everyday life. It’s funny because he’s already started to develop preferences for the 



 

 

songs he likes and dislikes. For example, every time we sing the song “Good Good Father,” he 
starts crying. We have no idea why, but hey, the kid likes what he likes. 
 
 We are intentional in singing to our son this early in his life, because we’ve seen it pay 
off in the lives of others. Last summer, Lindsey and I were on vacation with her sister’s family. 
Her sister, Ashley, and her husband have a 3 year old son named, Liam, who often wakes up 
crying in the middle of the night because he is afraid of the dark. Well, one of the nights we were 
on vacation, Ashley heard something in Liam’s room, so she got up to go comfort him. But when 
she got to his room, it wasn’t crying that she heard, but singing. Liam was singing a song that he 
had learned at VBS called “Jesus is the Light.” He was battling his fear of the dark by singing 
about how Jesus is his light. Teaching our kids to worship pays off! I’ve seen it here at Crosslink 
when children see their parents raising their hands in worship, guess what you start seeing the 
kids do? Raising their hands in worship! People are watching us, and we must model for them 
what it looks like to worship the Lord. When we worship the Lord every day, we will have songs 
to sing in the night.  
 
B. There is Power in Praise 
 
 God not only heard Paul and Silas’ songs, He responded in power. We see in verse 26 
that while they are singing, God brings a great earthquake, causing the chains of all of the 
prisoners to fall off and the prison doors to open. There is power in praise! Mark Batterson has 
said that, “You can’t plan miracles. But when you worship God in the worst of circumstances 
you never know what is going to happen. Worship sets the stage for miracles! Worship causes 
spiritual earthquakes that can change the topography of your life.”  
 
 This is not the only instance in scripture when God responds in power to His people’s 
worship. We see in 2 Chronicles 20 that Judah is under attack. Judah’s King, Jehoshaphat, 
seeks the Lord and the Lord reassures His people that the battle belongs to Him. Verses 21 and 
22 of 2 Chronicles 20 say, “When he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who 
sang to the Lord and those who praised Him in holy attire, as they went out before the army and 
said, ‘Give thanks to the Lord, for His lovingkindness is everlasting.’ When they began singing 
and praising, the Lord set ambushes against the sons of Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir, who 
had come against Judah; so they were routed.” The people of Judah won the battle simply by 
praising the Lord - there is power in praise. Does that mean that every time you praise the Lord 
in a difficult season that He will miraculously change your circumstance? Not necessarily, but 
He will help you through the struggle. This leads us to the second point in our message today, 
that the church hears our songs. 
 
II. The Church Hears 
 
 There are two things that happen when the church hears your song in the night. First, 
you gain perspective on your problems, and second, other believers are edified through your 
example. We’ll first look at how worshipping the Lord through trials gives us perspective on our 
problems. 
 
A. You Gain Perspective on Your Problems 
 
 Maybe today you are suffering physically like Paul and Silas, but many of us may be 
suffering emotionally or spiritually. Paul and Silas had physical chains keeping them in their 
prison cell, but many of us have spiritual and emotional chains - preventing us from 
experiencing all that God has for us. Are your current circumstances imprisoning you? Have you 
allowed your attitude about a certain situation or individual begin to weigh you down? Do you 



 

 

feel trapped by the hurt and bitterness that you hold? There is a way out - just as Paul and Silas 
experienced in that prison cell - worship can set you free! There is something powerful and 
freeing that happens when we gather together each week to sing songs of worship to the Lord. 
We collectively lay our burdens down, set our circumstances aside, and together focus our 
minds and hearts on the Lord. I believe that we need that weekly refocusing - we need that 
weekly reminder to fix our eyes on Christ. Mark Batterson says, “Worship is forgetting about 
what’s wrong with you and remembering what’s right with God. It is like hitting the refresh key 
on your computer. It restores the joy of your salvation. It recalibrates your spirit. It renews your 
mind. And it enables you to find something good to praise God about even when everything 
seems to be going wrong.” 
 
 In Psalm 54, we see an awesome illustration of how through worship, we can gain 
perspective on our problems. Throughout the book of Psalms, we see that David chooses to 
praise the Lord despite his circumstances, and in this particular Psalm, David was in a tough 
spot. He was running for his life, away from King Saul who was seeking to kill him. Psalm 54 
says, “Save me, O God, by Your name, And vindicate me by Your power. Hear my prayer, O 
God; Give ear to the words of my mouth. For strangers have risen against me And violent men 
have sought my life; They have not set God before them. Behold, God is my helper; The Lord is 
the sustainer of my soul. He will recompense the evil to my foes; Destroy them in Your 
faithfulness. Willingly I will sacrifice to You; I will give thanks to Your name, O Lord, for it is 
good. For He has delivered me from all trouble, And my eye has looked with satisfaction upon 
my enemies.”  
 
 We see three things in this Psalm that can help us gain perspective on our problems. 
First, in verses 1 through 3, we see that David talks to God. He turns to the Lord and tells Him 
about his problems. He says, “Save me, O God . . . Hear my prayer . . . violent men have 
sought my life.” Instead of being upset with God for his predicament, David turns to God and is 
honest with Him. Turning to the Lord was not David’s last resort after he tried to fix his 
problems, it was his first resort.  
 
 How often do we, when faced with a difficulty or problem, automatically devise a plan to 
fix it? I know I am guilty of that. Have you ever tried to put something together that requires 
assembly? Maybe it’s a bookshelf or a desk or a toy for your child. Often our first inclination is to 
lay out all the pieces on the floor and start thinking, well this piece looks like it fits with this one, 
and that one looks like it goes here, and if I just bend this one a little it should work. We can get 
ourselves in some major trouble and end up ruining the finished product. Eventually when we 
get ourselves so turned around, we swallow our pride, dig in the box and pull out the manual. 
See, if we had just followed the manual in the first place, we wouldn’t have gotten ourselves in 
the mess we’re now in. The same can be said of our relationship with the Lord, if we turn to Him 
first, He will guide our steps. If we turn to Him last, He will still guide our steps, but we’ve caused 
ourselves some serious heartache along the way. 
 
 So David first talks to God. Secondly, in verses 4 & 5, David talks to himself about God. 
He says, “God is my helper, He is the sustainer of my soul.” David didn’t just talk to God about 
his problems, David talked to his problems about his God. David reminded himself of God’s 
power, of His sovereignty, of His love. David took his eyes off of his problems, and fixed them 
squarely on the Lord. He stopped focusing on what was wrong with his circumstance, and 
instead started focusing on what was right with His God. That is one of the primary goals in 
worshipping the Lord - to remind ourselves of who God is and what He has done for us. When I 
plan which songs we sing each week, I try to find a balance of songs that tell us who God is, 
and songs that allow us to tell God how we feel about Him. We need those songs that remind us 



 

 

of God’s grace, mercy, and faithfulness, so that we can then sing confidently and say to Him 
“God you’re so good. You’re so good to me.”  
 
 Finally, in verses 6 & 7, we see that David chooses to worship. He says, “Willingly I will 
sacrifice to You, I will give thanks to Your name, for it is good.” When we worship, our eyes are 
fixed on the Lord and we can cast our cares on Him. Does that mean that our problems will go 
away? Not necessarily, but they are put in proper context. Our problems don’t seem so scary 
when we see how big our God is. We’re given a godly perspective and that gives us confidence 
that He is with us and will see this difficulty through.  
 
 What is the result when we choose to worship? We find peace and joy in the midst of our 
circumstances. David writes in Psalm 4 verses 7 & 8, “You have put gladness in my heart, more 
than when their grain and new wine abound. In peace I will both lie down and sleep, For You 
alone, O Lord, make me to dwell in safety.” Worship helps us gain perspective on our problems.  
 
 
B. Believers are Edified through Your Example 
 
 Well the second thing that happens when the church hears our song in the night, is that 
believers are edified through our example. We’ve talked about how in Acts 16, Paul and Silas 
are singing. But why do you think that they chose to sing? I mean, they could have just prayed 
silently to themselves. I believe they were doing so to encourage and to edify each other. There 
is something contagious about singing, something that bolsters the soul. As Paul and Silas sang 
together, I’m sure that it gave them hope that God was with them and He was working all things 
for His glory and their good. They weren’t just singing softly either. They were in the inner prison 
cell (isolated from all the other prisoners) and what do we see in verse 25? It says that the other 
prisoners were listening to them! Paul and Silas were not being shy about their love for God and 
their desire to encourage each other.  
 
 Colossians 3:16 says, “Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom 
teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God.” In this passage of scripture, Paul is instructing us to sing to 
each other, and when believers sing together, we are edified. I don’t know about you, but one of 
the most encouraging things to me is seeing someone in our congregation on Sunday morning 
with their hands raised, singing at the top of their lungs, and I know that person just lost their 
job. Or that they just lost their parent to cancer. Or that they just had a miscarriage. That kind of 
faith, that kind of worship, strengthens my soul. It gives me hope in my seasons of 
discouragement and struggle. When you worship in the midst of trials, it’s not just for you, but 
your worship encourages other believers as well.  
 
 
 Many of you may be familiar with the Christian recording artist, Jeremy Camp. He is one 
of the top Christians artists today, but God took him through some serious suffering before 
raising him up to where he is now. Jeremy’s story is a powerful testimony of what happens 
when you choose to worship the Lord through suffering. Let’s watch this together.  
 
JEREMY CAMP VIDEO 
 
 What a powerful testament to the fact that when you worship through tough times, 
believers are edified, but not only that, unbelievers are pointed to Christ. That leads us to our 
third and final point in the message today, that the world hears our songs in the night. 
 



 

 

III. The World Hears 
 
 In verse 27 of Acts 16, after the Lord causes the earthquake to free Paul and Silas and 
the other prisoners, we see that the jailor wakes up from all the commotion. Quickly realizing 
what had happened and that the prisoners likely had escaped, the jailor draws his sword with 
the purpose of taking his own life. He was about to do so because in Roman law, if a jailor lost 
prisoners, he was given the same punishment the prisoners would have received. It was clear 
that this jailor would have rather committed suicide than face the shame of execution. Paul must 
have heard the jailor wake up because he yelled out, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here!” 
The jailor rushed into Paul and Silas’ cell and fell before them saying, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” 
  
 The jailor’s response here is kind of puzzling. Why would he just fall down before Paul 
and Silas and ask how he could be saved? How did he know that Paul and Silas even knew the 
way of salvation? And why would the jailor believe them even if they claimed to know how he 
could be saved? I believe that the jailor’s response is a direct result of Paul and Silas’ singing. 
I’d imagine that the songs that they were singing were all about Jesus, and how He is the only 
way to be saved. If other prisoners were listening, I’d imagine that the jailor was listening to their 
songs as well. Paul and Silas basically preached the gospel to the entire jail just through their 
songs!  
 
 In the same way, when we gather together, we proclaim the gospel not only through the 
word that we hear spoken, but also through the songs that we sing. More than anything else, I 
believe that our worship is the greatest testimony that we truly believe the Gospel. When 
someone visits our church, yes, they are greeted by a smiling face and hopefully feel welcomed 
by people, and yes, they hear a message that proclaims the gospel, but it’s our singing that truly 
shows people what we believe. We can proclaim truth until we are blue in the face, but until 
people see it in action - it’s just empty words to them. Pastor Tim Keller says, referring to 
unbelievers, “We are not simply to communicate the gospel to them, but celebrate the gospel 
before them.” If people see a church that is passionate and excited about the Lord and 
genuinely thankful for all He has done - that shows them that our faith is more than just lip 
service, it shows them that Jesus has changed our lives! I deeply desire for Crosslink to be 
known in our community as a church that is full of people whose lives have been radically 
changed by Jesus.  
 
 Let’s take that thought and apply that to the situation with the Philippian jailor. Paul and 
Silas proclaimed the gospel through their songs, but that still begs the question, why would the 
jailor believe them? Why would he believe that what they were singing about was true? I’m 
convinced that it was because, despite their suffering, Paul and Silas were passionate and full 
of joy in their worship of the Lord. Their actions spoke louder than the words of their songs. 
Commentator John Phillips says, “The other prisoners heard the name of Jesus, heard the 
message of salvation, heard the stately stanzas of the psalms. They had heard the commotion, 
the curses, the command that the two men be securely fastened . . . They would expect to hear 
blasphemies from that isolation hole in the inner prison. Instead, to their astonishment, they 
heard hymns.” 
 
 How you respond in the midst of trials says more about your faith than just about 
anything else. There is no greater witness to the world than when you worship the Lord in your 
suffering. When your neighbors or co-workers or family or friends know what you are going 
through, and yet, you still possess joy and peace and hope, they don’t get it. They can’t 
understand it, because it is not something that we can humanly accomplish. When we are 
suffering, everything in us wants to complain and despair, but it is only through the working of 



 

 

the Holy Spirit that we can have joy and peace and patience in the midst of it all. That’s when 
they will pull you aside, like the Philippian jailor, and say, “What must I do to be saved?” How do 
I get what you have? And then, with joy, we can respond, just like the Apostle Paul and say, 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.” The world hears our songs in the night.  
 
Conclusion 
 
 We’ve seen today that when we worship the Lord in the midst of suffering, when we sing 
songs in the night, that the Lord hears our songs, that believers hear our songs, and that the 
world hears our songs. I’d like to invite Kyle and Jake back up to lead us in a closing song of 
worship. But before we sing, I’d like to tell you the story of a believer named Horatio Spafford.   
 
 Horatio was a well-known lawyer and businessman in Chicago in the 1860s, where he 
lived with his wife, Anna, and their 5 children. He had invested heavily in real-estate in the 
Chicago area and had amassed a great deal of wealth. Life was good for the Spafford family, 
but in 1870, a series of events began that turned their world upside down. That year, Horatio 
and Anna’s only son got sick with scarlet fever, and after countless visits from the doctor and 
countless treatments, he passed away at the age of 4. A year later, while the Spaffords were 
still grieving the loss of their son, the great Chicago fire broke out and consumed nearly all of 
Horatio’s real estate investments. His entire life savings was gone. This disaster took a great toll 
on his family, and so Horatio decided to take his wife and 4 daughters on a holiday to England 
to help forget their troubles. Just before they set sail, a last-minute business settlement forced 
Horatio to stay back. He decided to send his family ahead on the ship to England, and would 
plan to join them a little while later. 
  
 Several days after his family had departed, Horatio received devastating news. The 
steam ship carrying his wife and daughters had been struck by an iron sailing vessel from 
England, causing the ship to sink in only 12 minutes. 226 people drowned that day - the worst 
naval disaster in history until the sinking of the HMS Titanic 40 years later. The next day, 
Horatio received a telegraph from Anna, who had made it safely to England saying, “Survived, 
alone.” The Spafford’s four daughters had drowned in the shipwreck. After receiving this news, 
Horatio boarded the next ship out of New York to join his bereaved wife in England. During the 
voyage, the captain called Horatio to the bridge, and told him that the place that they were now 
sailing was the very spot in which the ship carrying his wife and daughters had sunk. It was 
there, while staring into the waters where his 4 daughters had perished, that Horatio penned 
these words: “when peace like a river attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea billows roll. 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, it is well, it is well with my soul.” Let’s stand and 
sing together. 
 
SONG: “It is Well with My Soul” 
 
 If you are going through a trial today, if you are suffering, I’d encourage you to worship 
your way through it. To take your eyes off of your circumstances and fix them on the Lord. With 
every trial comes an invitation to worship. Allow the Lord to use your suffering for His glory, to 
encourage others, and to be a witness to those around you. As a church, we certainly want to 
be a support to you, and would love to pray with you and help you through this difficult time. Our 
deacons and their wives are going to be here at the front at the conclusion of our service and 
would love to talk with you and pray with you. 
 
 If you are here today and you, like the Philippian jailor, have never been saved, I’d invite 
you to repent of your sins and trust in Jesus to save you. If you would like to make that decision, 
our deacons would love to speak with you as well after we wrap up. Let’s pray together. 


