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Strategically Serving 
Luke 10:38-42 

 
Introduction 
Good morning! I want to add my word of welcome to you as well, it is my joy to be here 
with you today. The last time I was blessed with the privilege of preaching God’s Word 
here, things were quite different! I was not speaking to you from this platform, but in 
our old Worship Center next door. We also did not yet have our new lead pastor here 
with us. Pastor Matthew was called…and on his way…but not here yet. Before I begin 
today, may I just pause and give God the praise for the amazing and abundant things He 
has done here at Crosslink in the last year! I am so blessed by Pastor Matthew - his 
leadership, his vision, and his friendship. I am also thankful for all those who have 
served and given generously of their blood, sweat, and tears, in addition to their time, 
talents, treasures, and things. Above all, I am thankful for prayers answered in the form 
of God’s miraculous provision that has made it possible to proclaim God’s Word in this 
place today. 
 
Strategically Serving. That is the title of our message today. But it is far more than an 
alliterated sermon title. It is far more than a catchy email signature too. Many of you 
receive emails from me. I realize most of you probably haven’t endured long enough in 
reading a Pastor Michael email to realize there was a catchy signature at the end. Pastor 
Marty may have his doctorate, but every time I send an email it’s like getting a 
dissertation. I’m pretty sure Jen Lam, our office manager-in-chief, stopped reading my 
emails all together and simply discerns what I want or need from the subject line. It’s a 
problem. I try to be less detailed…..nevermind. 
 
Strategically Serving means more to me than all these things, for it has been a guiding 
statement and an integral theme in my life for over 10 years! It is my philosophy of 
ministry and one of my life purpose statements. Prior to my season of serving as a 
Campus Pastor at Liberty University, this motto has its origins in what God taught me in 
my early days of being an administrative assistant in what once was the Campus Pastors 
Office at Liberty.   
 
It is also an apt description for the underlying principle in the message today. I believe 
Jesus was conveying this idea of Strategically Serving in Luke 10. Strategically is the 
adjective of the noun strategy, which means a plan, method, or series of maneuvers for 
obtaining a specific goal or result. When it comes to serving, Jesus has a specific goal 
and result in mind. It is not what we might think. When we think of serving, we 
generally think of tasks, accomplishing something, doing something. Meeting a need. 
While all of that may be true, it is the essence of how those things are done that is of 
value to Jesus. Thus, the strategic part.  
 
This Luke 10:38-42 passage of Scripture is a very familiar story, yet I find it is also one 
of the most commonly misunderstood and misused passages of Scripture. It is one of my 
favorites. It is a story that I DAILY must live the reality of because of my own weakness 
in the flesh. So let me say – this message has been a profound reminder to me as I have 
prepared it. I dare say all of us can identify with certain aspects of this passage at one 
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time or another. This passage certainly speaks to a practical aspect of the Christian life, 
but far more valuable are the spiritual implications subtly taught by the characters in the 
story. 
 
If you are physically able, join me in standing for the reading of God’s Word. 
Scripture 
 
Luke 10:38-42 
 
Transition 
 
Have you ever met an individual that just seemed to have God all over them? It seemed 
that they possessed a walk with the Lord that was head and shoulders above anything 
you have ever experienced yourself, and you wondered how they accomplished it. Well, I 
have been there! I think the answer lies in what those individuals have discovered. It 
just seems to me that when we have learned to abide at the feet of Jesus as we go 
through life, this translates into peace of heart, power of life, and purpose before God. 
Amazing, huh? Simple truth…yet so difficult to embrace. 
 
I strive for that kind of life myself! How about you? It SHOULD be our goal as disciples 
of Jesus – that no matter what we are doing, we are constantly and consistently filled 
with the Spirit of God. And we CAN be if we find ourselves first at the feet of Jesus.  
 
Our text today reveals two women. Sisters as it turns out. They couldn’t be wired any 
more differently. Sound familiar? Any siblings out there today who can identify? One is 
a woman named Martha, we will get to her. The other is a woman named Mary. There 
are a handful of women named Mary in the New Testament…it gets confusing. It’s one 
of those questions you think you want to ask Jesus about when you get to 
heaven…couldn’t we have mixed it up a little? I mean really, why all the “Marys?!” The 
OT has way more diversity in naming people than the New Testament does. But…as with 
all those types of questions, I expect they won’t be that important when we come into 
the presence of our Lord and Savior. Anyway…this Mary, the sister of Lazarus and 
Martha, is mentioned 3 times in the Gospel accounts. Every time Mary is mentioned, 
she is always found in a certain position. Her experiences there can teach us all some 
valuable lessons about our own walk with the Lord. I’m giving away a main thrust of the 
message with this description, but it is so important I want to be sure you get it. 
Especially the Marthas in the house like me…those of you that just shifted in your seat 
and said in your mind “well that’s not me” while thinking of a Mary you know and giving 
a scowly look…just called yourselves out. More of us are Martha’s than we realize…yet 
while I made a joke of it - I do NOT make that comparison in a negative way… 
 
Let’s take a closer look, shall we? 
 
I. Jesus Delivers the Opportunity to Strategically Serve  
38 – “Now as they were traveling along, He entered a village; and a woman named 
Martha welcomed Him into her home.” 
 



3 
 

Jesus basically dropped in and Martha welcomed Him! 
 
But not just Jesus. It is very likely, based on the context of the passage and the events 
preceding this passage, that Jesus was not alone!  
 
When Martha welcomed Jesus into her home, there could have been a hundred or more 
people with Him. A great deal of time is covered in Chapter 10. Previously in chapter 10, 
the “seventy” disciples were sent and then it is recorded that they had just rejoined 
Jesus after their itinerant ministry tours. And considering Jesus’ fame at this point, no 
doubt His visit attracted a number of locals as soon as He entered the town.  
 
We don’t know that for sure as Luke, the author of this account, focuses on the 
interactions of Jesus with Martha and Mary and doesn’t specifically mention others. In 
any case, it stands to reason and scholars agree that this visit was a BIG deal.  
 
So if this is the case – imagine the responsibility and the pressure that Martha might 
have had! Give the lady a break, right? 
 
Regardless of who else was there – Scripture says, “Martha welcomed Him.” 
Considering the less than ideal reputation Martha often receives, this significant fact is 
usually breezed over.  
 
Although Luke does not mention the name of the village that Jesus entered here, we 
know from the Gospel of John that it was Bethany. The Apostle John also gives further 
context to us regarding the depth of the friendship that Jesus has developed with this 
family – Lazarus, Mary and Martha. 
 
Martha. Luke’s introduction of her as a woman suggests that Jesus had not yet met her. 
This may have in fact been the first encounter Jesus had with this family and the first of 
many times He stayed in the home.  
 
Neither Jesus nor His disciples always received a welcome in the villages they visited. If 
we take a look at the end of Luke chapter 9 and the beginning of 10, we find this to be 
true. Jesus even gave instruction to the 70 disciples that were sent out on what to do in 
those situations. 
 
But here, Martha enthusiastically welcomed Jesus into her home. Martha was aptly 
named. Martha is an Aramaic name that means “mistress.” To us that might sound odd, 
as the term “mistress” can conjure an undesirable vibe; but not so in Hebrew culture. 
The mistress was the female head of the household. It was a title of honor. It’s possible 
that, as Luke describes the place they live as “her home,” Martha may have been 
widowed or single, since there is no mention of her husband. Martha was likely the 
oldest of the siblings, which suits her character and position. My younger brother is with 
us today and I’m sure he has all kinds of thoughts he could share on his older sibling. 
But that would actually require him to talk…so I guess I needn’t worry. There is another 
important Martha fact that paints the picture of who she is. We can discern that Martha 
was already a believer since she addresses Jesus as Lord in verse 40. 
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Let’s think about it in application:  
Would you not do your best to be serving and providing for all the needs if someone 
important came to your home…if Jesus came to your home? You would probably be 
pretty stressed out, right? 
 
Let’s imagine for a moment…it’s today and Jesus has just been ministering in 
Harrisonburg, VA. He resumes His traveling and He and His disciples make their way 
down 81 to a little town called Grottoes. There they come to the house of a woman 
named Robin – known all over the Valley for her wonderful desserts. She welcomes 
Jesus into her home. I dare say our Miss Robin would kick it into high gear and whip up 
her best August Cake ever! (For those who don’t know who I am referring to, Miss 
Robin is a dear lady in our church. She is the director of our women’s ministry and you 
can find her by her hats.) 
 
We would probably be worried about a lot of things if that was us… 
 
Some of us might want to make sure the place was clean. (Cloth Diaper baskets…blankey 
piles) 
Some us would scurry around to make sure Jesus had what He needed, preparing food, 
etc.  
Suffice it to say, most of us would probably freak out! 
We might even stand in the way of the front door as Jesus asks to come in, stalling as we 
are embarrassed by the sin Jesus might encounter on the other side of the door. 
 
So often we deny ourselves the opportunity to serve someone or serve Jesus because we 
aren’t ready to be welcoming. We aren’t ready to receive the Savior. We aren’t ready to 
serve the Savior. We create reasons and excuses that prevent us from making the most 
of opportunities given to us. 
 
Jesus delivered an opportunity to serve – literally right to Martha’s doorstep. He 
showed up! At this point Martha has the right attitude, the right outlook, and the right 
motivation. She had no excuses, no refusal. She did not reject Jesus as so many were 
doing, she accepted Him and invited Him right in. She took the initiative in it too. It 
wasn’t Mary. It was Martha. Martha is not the cantankerous shrew some make her out 
to be. She WANTED Jesus in her home. 
 
But as we will see in a moment, Martha got busy serving and ministering…and 
something unfortunate happened. 
 
Martha started out well, but it is Mary who shows us what is best. 
 
II. Mary Displays the Criteria for Strategically Serving 
39 – “She had a sister called Mary, who was seated at the Lord’s feet, listening to His 
word.” 
 
As my mentor and pastor friend Dwayne Carson puts it – the key idea here is that Mary 
was sitting before she was serving. 
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The teaching here is critical to our life in Christ. 
 
Psalm 46:10 says- “Cease striving and know that I am God…” The NIV puts it like this: 
“Be still and know that I am God…” 
 
Psalm 37:7 says - “Rest in the LORD and wait patiently for Him” 
 
Job 6:24- “Teach me, and I will be silent…” 
  
Psalm 131:2 – “Surely I have composed and quieted my soul; Like a weaned child rests 
against his mother, My soul is like a weaned child within me.” 
 
When we sit at the feet of Jesus, it is there we find ourselves in the position 
to be best used by Jesus. 
 
There are 4 things to take away from this verse that enable us for Strategically Serving 
Jesus: 
 
1. We can forget our cares 
 When we come into His presence, the burdens of life tend to grow amazingly light 
– even if they don’t go away. How do we come into His presence? It’s very practical – no 
rocket science involved here (Mary wasn’t the rocket science type) – Prayer, Bible 
reading, worship, meditating on Scripture. 
 
2. We can feed our souls 
In His presence we will find food for our souls and strength for our journey. It is no 
wonder that many Christians are exhausted, weak, and lacking spiritual vitality. We 
never take the time to just come into His presence and feed on Him.  
 
2 Timothy 2:15 – “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who 
does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.” 
 
Job 23:12 - “I have not departed from the command of His lips; 
I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary food.” 
 
1 Peter 2:2 – “Like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you 
may grow in respect to salvation.” 
 
3. We can focus our priorities 
Often the level of spirituality we are able to achieve in life is directly related to the time 
we are willing to spend in His presence. If everything else in our lives takes precedence 
over being with the Lord, then we are in danger. Even when we are busy doing His work 
to the point where we have no time to spend “with” Him because we are so busy doing 
“for” Him – it is a bad thing.  
 
The Church at Ephesus in Revelation 2:2-5 gives us a powerful illustration of losing 
focus on what is important: 
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“2I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil 
men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and 
you found them to be false; 3 and you have perseverance and have endured for My 
name’s sake, and have not grown weary. 4 But I have this against you, that you 
have left your first love. 5 Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and 
repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove 
your lampstand out of its place—unless you repent.”  
 
The more time we spend at His feet, the easier it is to make it a priority in life.  
 
The larger He gets in our eyes, the smaller other things seem to become. 
 
Ask this question of yourselves: Is sitting at Jesus’ feet a priority in my life? We need to 
seek this place of stillness before the Lord! 
 
4. We can find ourselves 
In sitting at Jesus’ feet, Mary found fulfillment and contentment. Each time in the 
Gospel accounts, we find Mary at Jesus’ feet! Such a valuable message for us here! Most 
of us don’t realize the implication here though. 
 
Mary was busy here, too. Mary was not simply chilln’. Mary was not being lazy, 
abandoning her work, her serving. She wasn’t relaxing in an idle sense. The picture and 
lesson we learn here was that Mary was listening. She was learning. She was 
demonstrating an important lesson for living and serving Jesus.  
 
The Greek imperfect tense of “listening” means that Mary was absorbing Jesus’ word. 
 
Most Christians tend to live like Martha…and we burnout – or perhaps blow up in some 
cases and in others beam out altogether! 
 
If we could learn the value of spending time at Jesus’ feet, well, we would still need 
them, but we would not need as many psychiatrists and psychologists as we do today. 
 
Sitting before serving is the prerequisite for God-pleasing effective service 
 
But next in the story is where we tend to find ourselves… 
 
III. Martha Demonstrates the Distraction from Strategically Serving 
40 – “But Martha was distracted with all her preparations; and she came up to Him 
and said, ‘Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to do all the serving alone? 
Then tell her to help me.’ ” 
 
Martha was starved by her situation instead of being saturated with the 
Savior. 
 
Here is where Martha receives her bad reputation. This is also where, sadly, some have 
been known to take this passage entirely out of context and ridicule what Martha was 
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doing versus how she went about doing it. Some even misuse this verse as an excuse 
NOT to serve. 
 
In case you are not going where I am going on this, let me clarify… SERVING IS 
IMPORTANT – SERVING IS NECESSARRY!!! 
 
God even gives us spiritual gifts specifically for serving the body of Christ and others! 
Romans 12:4-6  
“For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the 
same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
members one of another. 6 Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given 
to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly…” 
 
Ephesians 4:15-16 
“15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the 
head, even Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together [c]by 
what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, 
causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.” 
 
The fact is that service is good. That what Martha was doing was good and necessary is 
NOT in question here.  
 
The PROBLEM is HOW she did it. Martha got distracted. 
 
I am thinking at this point, if we are honest, we can relate to how and why Martha was 
distracted. Instead of discussing an infinitely long list of possible distractions or how 
Martha went sideways – I want to step out of this passage for a moment. 
 
There is a ton to unpack from this verse. Alas, I am not writing one of my emails here. 
So I am going to focus on just one specific concept in this verse – one word really. And 
actually address in context some of this verse in light of the next one. 
 
What is the biblical picture of a servant? 
 
Dictionary Definition: 

 One who serves, or does services, voluntarily or on compulsion;  

 a person who is employed by another for menial offices, or for other labor, and is 
subject to his command;  

 a person who labors or exerts himself for the benefit of another, his master or 
employer; a subordinate helper. 

 
The Biblical Understanding: 
Our English word servant is defined both as Helper and Slave. 
 
Diakonos/ia (1249) 
A minister, a servant, deacon. This word comes from diakonis which means in the dust, 
laboring or running through dust. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+4%3A15-16&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29289c
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Ex) Acts 6:1 
 
Therapon (2324) 
An attendant, voluntary, a faithful friend to one who is superior, regards another’s 
interest before his own 
Ex) Matthew 24:45  
 
Huperetes (5257) 
The reference here is to the labor done for a master “helper” 
Prefix “under” - hupo 
Ex) Acts 13:5 
 
 Doulos (1401) 
A slave, permanent service, one whose will is altogether consumed in the will of the 
other. 
Ex) 1 Timothy 6:2 
 
In doulos, the relation of dependence upon the master is prominent and a state of 
servitude is the main thought, while in diakonos the main reference is to the service or 
advantage rendered to another. 
Ex: Those who serve at a feast are douloi, but those who carry out a leaders command 
are diakonoi. 
In therapon the idea is of voluntary subjection and honorable rendering of service. 
Ex: Someone who serves a friend like they are more important than they. 
Diakonos thus represents the servant in the activity for the work not so much in 
relation either to a servile position (doulos) or the voluntary act (therapon). 
 
Servant Summary: 
A servant is doing work. 
A servant is doing the work voluntarily. 
A servant is doing the work voluntarily out of obligation. 
A servant is doing the work voluntarily out of obligation because of devotion to Christ. 
 
The Proper Perspective: 
Like Paul! 
This is why Paul calls himself a “bondservant” This is the term doulos! (Rom 1:1) 
He was a bondservant of Jesus Christ. The word Paul uses is meaningful to the Romans, 
because it is the word slave. There were 60 million slaves in the Roman Empire; and a 
slave was looked at as a piece of property, not a person. 
In loving devotion, Paul enslaved himself to Christ, to be His servant and obey His 
will. 
 
IV. Jesus Delivers the Correction in Strategically Serving 
41 – “But the Lord answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and 
bothered about so many things” 
Jesus corrected the complaining Martha. 
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First we must note that Jesus corrected Martha in a loving way.  
 
The repetition of her name, “Martha, Martha...” conveys Jesus’ affection for her, and – 
get this – and an understanding for her predicament.  
 
Jesus does not condemn Martha; he corrects her and reminds her with gentleness and 
firmness of a better way. 
 
Even after Martha presumed to tell Jesus what to do! I mean, really…come on Martha. 
But…don’t we get there, ourselves? We get upset and frustrated about our circumstances 
and our perspective on those circumstances. Sometimes those situations are people 
oriented too…I never get upset with people. Do you? 
 
In the previous verse where Martha is being bossy, commentators note that, in 
emphasizing “me”, Martha violates the cardinal rule of hospitality, - she is thinking of 
herself rather than her guest, Jesus. While this may be true, Martha’s aggravation in the 
circumstance is understandable – if incorrect – and evidently forgivable, for Jesus does 
not even make mention of it in His response. 
 
Wow. What grace! 
 
Basically Martha had lost herself in the moment, here temporarily transforming into the 
Evil Queen. The phrase “do you not care” in verse 40 in Greek is actually an 
understatement. It implies Jesus and Mary responded inadequately. Interestingly we 
find this same phrase and language in another story involving siblings. Luke 15:28-31 – 
the story of the prodigal son. The older brother’s resentment, the younger brothers 
return to the father and the Father’s loving response to the anger the older brother is 
expressing,  exactly the same notion. 
 
Jesus could have rebuked her firmly, out of disappointment. But He didn’t. He was 
careful to address her reaction, her response not the actions of her necessary serving. 
 
Application: 
 
What’s going on here, practically?  
 
Dr. Richard A Swenson, author of the book Margin: Restoring Emotional, Physical, 
Financial, and Time Reserves to Overloaded Lives says this, “Chronic overloading has a 
negative effect on our spiritual lives. We have less time for prayer and meditation, less 
energy for service, and less interest in relationship. If we do not establish effective 
priorities, overloading will continue to fill up our schedules and keep us captive.” 
 
Martha was captive by her responsibilities. 
Martha was overloaded. 
Martha needed more margin in her life. 
 
“Margin is the space between our load and our limits.” – Swenson 
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“Margin is the gap between rest and exhaustion, the space between breathing freely and 
suffocating.” – Swenson 
 
Martha’s misguided priorities caused her to lose the joy of serving.  
 
Mary, on the other hand, had a healthy sense of margin in her life. 
 
V. Jesus Defines the Priority with Strategically Serving 
42 – “but only one thing is necessary, for Mary has chosen the good part, which shall 
not be taken away from her.” 
 
Jesus commended the cool, calm and collected, centered Mary. 
 

“God cannot give us a happiness and peace apart from Himself, because it is not there. 
There is no such thing.” - C. S. Lewis 
 
Warren Wiersbe had this wisdom to say: “Spending time daily with Christ in the Word 
and prayer should be an experience to enjoy and not an event to endure. Two words 
rescue us from devotional doldrums – reality and relationship. The material world 
around us appears to be the real world, but it is not. 1 John 2:17 says “The world is 
passing away.” Paul reminded the Corinthians that “the things which are seen are 
temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18). A.W. 
Tozer used to remind us that the Bible world is the real world. When you spend time 
alone with the Lord, you are in contact with reality, the things that matter most, the 
things that will last.” Jesus said of himself “apart from Me, you can do nothing” (John 
15:5)” 
 
Overload is relative to our relationship with the Lord and others. 
 
There is an OT example that is reminiscent of Mary. In Genesis chapter 5 we find a host 
of fun names. No Mary’s in this list! We find a long list of individuals who lived a long 
time, had children, lived some more and died. Over and over again. These are the 
descendants of Adam and ancestors to Jesus. Nestled in the middle of that Michael 
email sized list is a man by the name of Enoch. There is a major historical footnote 
about him that distinguishes himself from the rest. In Genesis 5:22 we find it – “Enoch 
walked with God.” And then again in verse 24 – “Enoch walked with God; and he was 
not, for God took him.” This means that God saw fit for him not to die. God “took” him.  
 
I’m pretty sure Enoch had margin pretty well established in his life. In Hebrews 11:5 we 
find mention of Enoch and that he pleased God.  
 
Wow. What a legacy!  Enoch was strategic in how he lived his life before the Lord. His 
priorities were right.  
 
Conclusion: Being a Strategic Servant 

 
A Strategic Servant lives by conviction not by convenience. 
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Fix our eyes on Christ and consider Him so we don’t grow weary - Hebrews 12:2-3 
 
A Strategic Servant lives by compassion not by condemnation! 
Through love serve one another – Gal 5:13 
 
A Strategic Servant lives by obedience not by sacrifices!  
Present your body as a living sacrifice - Rom. 12:1 
If anyone serves Me, let Him follow Me - John 12:26 
 
A Strategic Servant walks by the Spirit not by the flesh! 
Walk by the Spirit and not by flesh - Gal. 5:16 
 
A Strategic Servant celebrates other servants not themselves!  
Appreciate everyone - Phil 2:3-5 
Greatest is the servant of all - Luke 22:25-27 
 
A Strategic Servant doesn't ask what do I have to do but what do I get to do!   
Shepherd voluntarily, not under compulsion - 1 Peter 5:2 
Enthusiastically serve the Lord - Romans 12:11 
 
A Strategic Servant gives without having to be asked!   
Be hospitable without complaint - 1 Peter 4:9 
Serve one another with your gifts - 1 Peter 4:10 
Give and it will be given to you - Luke 6:38 
Give without bringing acknowledgement to yourself - Matt. 6:2 
 
Reflection/comment on Generosity series 
 
A Strategic Servant considers the person not just the process! 
Be devoted and give preference to one another - Rom. 12:10 
Affirm everyone - 1 Thessalonians  5:11 
 
A Strategic Servant has a vertical focus not a horizontal focus! 
Serve by the strength God supplies - 1 Peter 4:11 
 We will serve and obey the Lord alone - Joshua 24:24 
You must worship and serve God only - Luke 4:8 
Served God faithfully and single-mindedly - Isaiah 38:3 
Man plans his way, but God determines his steps - Proverbs 16:9 
Love God with all your heart, soul, and mind - Matthew 22:37-38 
 
Inventory Time: Where is your heart when it comes to serving? 
 
To Strategically Serve Jesus our heart needs to be action oriented, yet not 
action driven. 
 
Author Joanna Weaver said, “Service without spirituality is exhausting and hopeless. 
But spirituality without service is barren and selfish.” 
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The Reality of Strategically Serving 
 

A Sermon You Can See 
By Edgar A. Guest 

 
I'd rather have an example than a precept any day; 

I'd rather one would walk with me, 
than merely show the way; 

The eye is a better pupil and more willing than the ear  
Fine counsel is confusing, but an example is always clear. 

I soon can learn to do it if you let me see it done 
I can match your hands in action, but 

your tongue too fast may run. 
The lectures you deliver may be very wise and true, 

But I'd rather get my lessons by observing what you do; 
I may not understand the high advice you give, 

But there's no misunderstanding how you 
act and how you live. 

 
The Response of Strategically Serving 
 
There is an old story of a Dessert Father named Abba Silvanus and an encounter he had 
with another monk: 
 
A brother once came to Abba Sylvanus, and when he saw the brothers working, he said 
“Do not work for perishable bread” (John 6:27); “Mary has chosen the better part” 
(Luke 10:42). The superior told them to give him a book and to bring him to an empty 
cell. When the ninth hour came, that brother watched the door for someone to summon 
him to dinner. Finally, he went to the elder and asked him: “Have the brothers eaten 
today?” The elder answered: “Of course.” “Why have you not fetched me?” The elder 
responded: “since you are a spiritual man, you don’t need this food. We carnal fellows 
must still eat, and so we work. You have chosen the better part, in that you read all day 
and do not wish to eat physical food.” When the brother heard this, he fell at his feet and 
said: “Forgive me, Father”. The old man said to him “Mary needs Martha. It is really 
thanks to Martha that Mary is praised.” 
 
Strategically Serving Jesus means we have the spiritual mindset of a Mary 
AND the practical service of a Martha. 
 
Invitation: 
 
Altar Response – relationship with Jesus 
 
Serve Card Response – Relationship to others in serving 


