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The Gift That Keeps On Giving 

2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

This morning we are in week three of our sermon series “Graced to Give.” Throughout the 

course of this study we have been reminded continually that we have been greatly graced by 

God. We would not be who we are or where we are today if it weren’t for God and His amazing 

grace. Grace is not something that we have earned or deserved. It is something that God gives 

out of His mercy and love for us. The greatest evidence and expression of this grace occurred 

when God gave the gift of His Son for us. John 3:16 clearly states, “For God so loved the world, 

that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have 

eternal life.” God showed His love to us by generously giving His own Son so that we might be 

saved. What an amazing gift! However, I am convinced that God’s gifts didn’t end with Jesus. 

He is still giving to us today. We saw that last week in 2 Corinthians 8:9 which states, “For you 

know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became 

poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.” The fact is that the riches of God’s 

presence, promises and provisions are afforded to all who believe in Jesus. So, while Jesus is 

clearly a gift to us, His death on the cross wasn’t the final gift. Because I have believed in Him 

He has sent the Holy Spirit to reside in me. Because I have believed in Him I have been adopted 

into the family of God and have a large and wonderful family. Because I believe in Him I have 

the assurance that He is with me in every season and situation. Because I believe in Him I know 

that heaven is my home and this world will one day fade away. Because I believe in Him He has 

equipped me with spiritual gifts so that I might serve Him and build up His body. Because I 

believe in Him I have a living hope as I live in the midst of this fallen world. God has graciously 

poured out His gifts in my life. James 1:17 summarizes it well, “Every good thing given and 

every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 

variation or shifting shadow.” 

God’s gracious gifts are a fact, but that doesn’t mean that I am to hoard them to myself. That also 

doesn’t mean that I am just to sit by idly with my good feelings and emotions and just tell God 

how thankful I am. God shows us here in 2 Corinthians that we have been graced to give. We 

have been blessed to be a blessing. In the passage that we read today, we see that not only should 

we give, but we discover that as we give God continually supplies so that we are equipped to 

give even more. It must be clearly stated that “grace giving” begins with God. He gave to us 

first. However, when I love Him and give back to Him He continually blesses so that there is 

always something to give. What I am saying is that His grace is the gift that keeps on giving. It 

does not end. It as an endless and beautiful cycle of how God works through the lives of His 

children who love Him and serve Him. 

State Title and Read Text 

The topic of generosity and giving is uncomfortable for many people because of the many 

misconceptions that people have. Sadly, many people in the name of Christ have misled and 

manipulated many which cause us to be hesitant to receive what the Bible says. Additionally, 

there are many false teachings today about God’s response to our generosity. The subject for sure 
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is sensitive and there is much misinformation. It has led us to believe that churches or pastors are 

always wanting something from us. But, I believe here at Crosslink that generosity is not so 

much what we want from you, but is really about what we want for you. We know that when you 

surrender your all to the Lord that He will work mightily in you and through you for His glory. It 

is my hope that we will all hear what God’s Word has to say on this subject and every subject. I 

encourage you, rather I beg you, to always study God’s Word. Please don’t take my word for it. 

If I am ever off base or you learn of something that contradicts, please bring it to my attention. I 

take very carefully God’s calling to preach His Word and not my opinion. The topic is 

uncomfortable and God’s specific teachings in this chapter certainly further that discomfort. But 

I am convinced that the reason it is so uncomfortable is because it fights against our selfish, 

sinful nature. I am also convinced that Satan has blinded the eyes of many from understanding 

the truths presented here and has thus hindered many from experiencing the fullness of 

generosity. In our time together I believe that we should focus on four key aspects of generosity. 

I believe these points reveal much about this gift that keeps on giving.  

I. The Principle of Generosity (vs. 6) 

Paul starts with a simple principle of giving. He says that we reap what we sow. I imagine that 

all of us have heard this to be true. We, however, have usually applied it to one’s behavior or 

attitude. **ILL: When I was a child I would often get annoyed with my little brother. I would 

then try to get back at him, tackle him, or be mean to him. I remember a close family friend often 

telling me, “You reap what you sow. One day he’s going to be bigger than you and he will get 

you back.” I eventually learned that he would indeed be bigger so I sought to make him my 

friend before he could ever get me back.  I say that jokingly, but this is how we often view it. If 

you sow kindness you will get kindness. If you sow anger and bitterness you will get the same. 

Unfortunately, many have taken this verse to other measures to say, “You reap only what you 

sow just like if you sowed a corn seed, you would get a corn stalk.” Others have said this means 

“You only reap where you sow.” While these general principles may have some merit this is not 

what God is saying in this passage.  

In the Biblical context Paul is referring to the action of giving. Remember the Corinthian church 

had promised a year early that they wanted to give a financial gift to be a blessing to the saints in 

Jerusalem who were being persecuted and were in a deep state of poverty. Because they loved 

the Lord and had a heart to help they promised to give to the work of the Lord. However, a year 

had passed and the gift still had not been given. So, in 2 Corinthians 9:5 Paul encouraged them 

to give a gift, not just any gift. He encouraged them to give a bountiful gift. The word used in the 

Greek literally meant “generous.” Paul is saying, “Don’t just give the leftovers, give generously 

to the work of the Lord by blessing your brothers and sisters in Jerusalem”. Then on the heels of 

that statement He concludes, “He who sows sparingly, will also reap sparingly, and he who sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully.” 

Paul is using a farming illustration to show that when we give we are actually sowing something. 

This means that God’s perspective on our giving is entirely opposite of what we often see. For 

example, how many times have you given something to bless the work of the Lord or given 

something to someone in need when your mind began to play tricks on you? It is easy when we 
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give to begin to experience fear. Author Brian Kluth said it well, “The reason most people don’t 

give is because they are fearful. They feel they don’t have enough, and if they give they think 

they will have even less. But many Christians have discovered that when we learn to give to 

God, He begins to give us ‘more’.” Don’t let that last part upset you. I will speak of that in more 

detail in just a moment. The point is simply that we shouldn’t allow fear to control or hinder our 

generosity when God has clearly shown us that there will be a reaping of the things that we have 

sown. In other words, what you sow for the Lord’s work and according to His will is not wasted. 

When we give, it is easy in giving to feel that we lose what we’ve given and it will never come 

back to us at all. But God says that your giving is like sowing. You will reap from your sowing 

and you will reap in the measure of your sowing. When you plant a seed it is not lost and gone 

forever. It actually bears fruit and multiplies. This is exactly what God is teaching us about 

giving. If we want to reap bountifully we must sow bountifully. Every farmer recognizes that the 

size of the harvest is directly proportionate to the amount of the seed sown. Just as a farm would 

not sow sparingly neither must we give sparingly. By the way, notice that God didn’t lay a 

specific percentage here. The point is that in grace giving we should generously give far more 

than what the Law would have ever required.  

II. The Practice of Generosity (vs. 7) 

Paul here lays out what the practice of generosity should look like in our lives. Just because a 

person gives, or even gives a large sum of their time, talents, and treasures, doesn’t mean that 

they are truly generous. Paul tells us two specific things about God’s perspective on our giving.  

A. God Desires that We Determine to Give 

We saw this last week. This is the understanding that when we have experienced His 

grace we, too, will have a heart to give. How did Jesus show His love for us? By 

generously, sacrificially, and willingly giving Himself for the glory of the Father and 

good of man. We are never more like Christ than when we are doing the same. Because 

He has given so much for us, we will have no problem determining that giving to Him is 

easy. If we have received grace, we will graciously want to show our love for Him by 

giving to Him. 

This means that we must be intentional in our giving.  This is not to be forced, but neither 

should it be casual or careless. God says that each of us must give just as “he purposed in 

his heart”. The word for “purpose” here means that it is predetermined. In other words, 

this give has been prayed over and planned out and now it is being carried out. It is the 

idea that we are to intentionally set aside what is to be given to the Lord. We saw the 

process last week: Determine, Desire, Do. This means clearly that our giving is not to be 

circumstantial. Our giving is to be based on a conviction that this is right. So, whether I 

am in a state of abundance or a state of lack, I must determine that it is right to give and I 

must consider what amount or what resource or what time should be set aside to give 

intentionally to the Lord. **ILL: Setting aside a crane for the Lord’s work.  

This means, though, that we must also be careful in our giving. When a person gives, 

God is not only aware of the gift, but He is aware of the motive behind the gift. God is 
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aware of what is in the hand, but He is equally aware of what is in the heart. If a person is 

giving to be seen of men, to earn some favor or position, or any other vain motive God 

knows all about it. If we aren’t giving truly for the glory of God and the good of others 

He knows it. This means that we must constantly be examining ourselves and checking 

our heart. 1) We must be careful to not give out of “duty”. The word “grudgingly” 

literally means “out of sorrow.” It’s the idea of someone who is in pain and sorrow, who 

resents the giving of the gift. They are giving, but they don’t really deep down want to. 2) 

We must be careful to not give out of “demand”. The word here for “under 

compulsion” means “an absolute necessity.” This is the person who gives because they 

feel like they have to. Paul didn’t want anyone giving out of a sense of pressure. Sadly, 

this is the approach that many of the ministries of today take. “If you don’t do this, then 

we will close up shop and look at all of the people who will be impacted.” It’s often a 

manipulative tool to pressure others to give.  

B. God Delights in Our Delight to Give 

Please understand that this is not teaching that someone can earn God’s love. Remember 

God loved us first and sent His Son for us. However, it is a true statement that God 

delights in those who give joyously by the grace they have been given. The word for 

“cheerful” is where we get our English word “hilarious.” It depicts a joyful exuberance 

that can’t be contained. I am convinced that the only way we can give in this way is by 

having experienced the grace of God. I am also convinced that when we become “grace 

givers” this will be our consistent joy as we give to the Lord and to others in need. When 

we have experienced the riches of God’s grace it should be with great joy and pleasure 

that we give back to the Lord. Our giving shouldn’t be done with remorse, regret, or 

reluctance over parting with our possessions. Our giving should be done with deep 

abiding joy, knowing that we are honoring God by giving unto Him.  

Warren Wiersbe summarized this point perfectly stating, “Our giving must come from the heart, 

and the motive in the heart must please God. We must not be ‘sad givers’ who give grudgingly, 

or ‘mad givers’ who give because we have to; but we should be ‘glad givers’ who cheerfully 

share what we have because we have experienced the grace of God.”  

III. The Promise of Generosity (vs. 8-11) 

It is here where the message gets a little more uncomfortable. Here we find some words that 

make most Baptists a little nervous. It is here that we learn that we can never out-give God. 

There are several words here that challenge us: “abundance”, “multiply”, “increase”, and 

“enriched.” Clearly God is promising something to those who love Him and who generously 

give of their time, talents, treasures, and things for the glory of the Father and the good of others.  

Before I go any further, I need to clearly state what this is not. This is not “prosperity theology.” 

There are some professing Christians today who believe and teach that if you give to God 

financially that He is going to bless you back financially with more than you gave Him. They 

claim that if you do certain things then you will prosper with wealth and material possessions. 

Especially in many television ministries today, you will hear the speakers (I won’t call many of 
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them preachers) referring to your “seed gift” and they will go so far as to claim that God gave 

them a specific word of the financial benefits that are in store for those who give this seed gift. 

There are many things wrong with this. First, that it is completely unbiblical. If you read through 

Hebrews 11 and see how rich the people were in faith, it is also overwhelmingly clear that many 

of them were poor in the eyes of the world. Surely there has never been a person more generous 

than Jesus, yet He Himself had nothing of value in the eyes of the world and died on the cross. 

Second, the whole movement promotes the deception that you should give in order to get. This 

then appeals to man’s sinful nature of greed. It feeds the lure of humanism. 1 Timothy 6:9-10, 

Paul warns, “But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish 

and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root 

of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced 

themselves with many griefs.” It is a shame that so many so-called preachers have used their 

own man-made religion to teach such a false view of God only with the intent of padding their 

pockets. We must remember that God is not interested in meeting our greeds, but He has 

graciously promised to meet our needs. 

The promise of generosity is just that – God promises to take care of His children and provide us 

with all that is needed to honor Him and bless others. As we give by grace God graciously gives 

what we need to give generously. What does God promise to give? 

A. He is Able to Give All Grace 

Notice that the first promise of our generosity has absolutely nothing to do with our 

material blessings or possessions. This is grace to grow in the Lord and grow in His 

likeness. This is grace to walk in every single day. This is grace to model for others that 

they might experience. This is grace to extend to others who are in need. I believe this 

grace is what Peter referred to in 2 Peter 1:2-3, “Grace and peace be multiplied to you in 

the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; seeing that His divine power has granted to 

us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who 

called us by His own glory and excellence.” It is through His grace that He grants us all 

that we need for life and Godliness. Peter concludes that letter in 2 Peter 3:18, “But grow 

in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, 

both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.” Please understand that we don’t give to 

experience grace. However, when our giving is done out of a heart of love and devotion 

to God He does make all grace abound to us. 

B. He is Able to Give All Sufficiency 

Not only does God promise to continually bless us with grace, but He also promises to 

bless us with all we need. The word “sufficiency” means “adequate resources”. The word 

expresses the contentment which comes from having all our needs met by God. 

Remember Matthew 6:33, “Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these 

things will be added to you.” What are the other things? It is our needs of clothing and 

food that God is promising to meet. This means that the Christian who practices “grace 

giving” will always have what he needs when he needs it. The Corinthian believers of 
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Paul’s day seemed to have felt that they would find happiness by independently doing 

their own thing, but true happiness comes only when we trust the Lord and depend on 

Him. It is then that we find that God is not only able to meet our needs but even promises 

to do so.  Consider these Scriptures from Proverbs and how God promises to provide. 

Proverbs 28:27, “He who gives to the poor will never want, but he who shuts his eyes 

will have many curses.” 

Proverbs 22:9, “He who is generous will be blessed, for he gives some of his food to the 

poor.” 

Proverbs 19:17, “One who is gracious to a poor man lends to the Lord, and He will 

repay him for his good deed.” 

Proverbs 11:25, “The generous man will be prosperous, and he who waters will himself 

be watered.” 

The point in each of these is that God provides for the needs of those who live a lifestyle 

of generosity. 

C. He is Able to Give All Abundance 

Here is the part that we struggle with the most. God is showing us that not only can He 

meet our needs as we give to Him, but He can give even more and often wills to do so. In 

fact, verse 10 explains that He not only provides the seed but He can multiply seed and 

He can enrich us in everything. In other words, not only can God give back but He can 

give more. Charles Spurgeon agreed. He concluded, “God always finds a way to give 

back to me more than I gave.” The Bible confirms this: 

Proverbs 3:9-10, “Honor the Lord from your wealth and from the first fruit of all your 

produce; So your barns will be filled with plenty and your vats will overflow with new 

wine.”  

Malachi 3:10, “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in 

My house, and test Me now in this,’ says the Lord of hosts, ‘if I will not open for you the 

windows of heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.”  

Luke 6:38, “Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good 

measure – pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of 

measure it will be measured to you in return.”  

But, please notice something very important. God is not some genie in a bottle. He can’t 

and won’t be manipulated by man’s selfish and sinful desires. Please don’t leave here 

today thinking, “Pastor Matthew said that if I want to have an abundance of things I just 

need to give more to the Lord.” The emphasis should never be on the abundance. Please 

notice the purpose for this abundance. 2 Cor. 9:8, “An abundance for every good 

deed.” 2 Cor. 9:10, He “will supply and multiply your seed for sowing” (your resources 

for giving). 2 Cor. 9:11, “Enriched in everything for all liberality” (referring to our 
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liberal giving). In other words, the reason for the abundance is so that we can abundantly 

bless and do the work of the Lord. It isn’t so that our wallets will be fatter, our cars will 

be shinier, our clothes will be cooler, our retirement will be more exciting, our vacations 

will be more extravagant or anything else we might imagine. We have been blessed to be 

a blessing. The abundance is given that it might be given to the Lord to accomplish 

every good deed He puts before us. Wiersbe says it well, “God enriches us so that we 

may give even more bountifully. One of the joys of grace giving is the joy of giving more 

and more. Everything we have – not just our income – belongs to God, is given to God, 

and is used by God to accomplish His work. We are enriched in everything because we 

share everything with Him and with others.” So, as we give to God He continuously 

replenishes what we expend so the cycle of giving and ministering to others can continue. 

Or as Johnny Hunt put it, “As I shovel it out, God shovels it in, and He always uses a 

bigger shovel.” **ILL: Personal illustration. At 15 it was painful to give, but I 

established the priority then. There have been some times when I didn’t give what I 

ought. There have been some times when my heart wasn’t as joyful as it should’ve been. 

But, in over twenty years of giving now, I have been amazed to see how I have given to 

God with an open hand and He has continually put more in my hand to give. That was 

especially true THIS YEAR even in a time of transition. This is not to boast, but simply 

to rejoice and testify that God’s Word is true.  

IV. The Power of Generosity (vs. 12-15) 

The word for “service” here means priestly service. It was the word used to describe the various 

sacrifices upon the altar. Paul clearly saw the sacrificial and cheerful act of giving as a spiritual 

sacrifice presented to God, the way a priest presents a sacrifice on the altar. He is showing us that 

our giving is an act of worship. We no longer bring animals to sacrifice to God because Jesus 

was the sufficient sacrifice once and for all. However, when we bring our gifts – our time, 

talents, treasures, and things – to the Lord they become like spiritual sacrifices that are given to 

Him. This specific act of worship has a powerful impact on us and on others.  

A. It Provides for the Needs of Others. 

We must remember that we are but channels through whom God works to meet the needs 

of others. For the Corinthian church God was giving them an opportunity to meet the 

needs of the church in Jerusalem. I’m sure that these Gentile believers could’ve come up 

with a hundred excuses of why they shouldn’t or didn’t have to give in that moment. But 

Paul wanted them to know clearly that God would use their gift to meet an important 

need. This must also be our ambition. Galatians 6:9-10 instructs, “Let us not lose heart 

in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary. So then, while we 

have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the 

household of the faith.” 1 Timothy 6:18 further states that we are instructed “to do good, 

to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share.” 

B. It Points Others to God. 
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When we give generously of our time, talents, treasures, and things, who gets the glory? 

It is God who gets the glory. Notice verses 11-13. It says that their generosity was 

“producing thanksgiving to God,” “overflowing through many thanksgivings to God,” 

and caused the recipients of the blessing to “glorify God.” In other words, grace giving 

does not bring credit to us because it is not about us. Grace giving brings thanksgiving to 

God. The true test of our giving is found in Who gets the glory. When giving is done in 

the right way for the right reason then no individual will get the glory that belongs only to 

God. Again, this is all about God. God gave generously so that the Corinthian believers 

could be saved. In addition to their salvation He blessed them with resources and an 

opportunity to be generous. They would then give cheerfully and generously to help their 

brothers and sisters in Jerusalem. And Paul envisioned that when the church in Jerusalem 

received the gift they would see it not only as a gift from the Corinthians, but they would 

view it as God’s provision and would as such glorify and praise God. **ILL: Scott and 

Julie Graef were such a blessing in my life, but I knew that it was God who had provided 

for me and I praised Him.  

C. It Proves Our Love for God.  

Their generosity demonstrated Who was most important in their life. The Corinthian 

church was largely Gentile. Additionally, there had been many sin problems in the 

church. The believers in Jerusalem would certainly have many questions and lack of 

confidence concerning whether or not these people in Corinth were truly saved. They 

could easily have loved their comfort and conveniences. They could easily have been 

focused on their wants and desires. Instead, though, they had decided to give and were 

getting ready to do so. Paul is basically saying that there is no way that they could be 

generous in this way unless they had first experienced the love and grace of God. So, by 

making such a generous and sacrificial act of love, their gift would demonstrate that they 

truly loved the Lord. They didn’t just have a confession of receiving the gospel. The 

evidence is that they too extended generosity to others as Christ had done for them. 

Please understand that this doesn’t mean that all people who are generous are saved. You 

are only saved by believing in Jesus and confessing Him as Lord. However, if we confess 

that Jesus is Lord there should be proof in our life and in this example, willing, cheerful, 

sacrificial generosity was one of the primary evidences that their lives had been changed.  

Having proven their love for the Lord, their generosity also proved their love for man. 

Their generosity didn’t just extend to the church at Jerusalem. According to verse 13 the 

liberality of their contribution extended to all. When our heart is in tune with God’s heart, 

we will have a heart to be blessing to the whole world. At Crosslink that means that 

Impacting the Valley and Blessing the Nations is more than a slogan. It is our mission, it 

is our heart’s cry, it is our purpose, it is our practice.  

D. It Praises God as the Giver. 

Where does generosity begin? It begins with God. In this passage, where does it 

conclude? With God. Paul brings it back to the main point. Overwhelmed at the grace 
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and mercy of God He declared, “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” Truly 

there is no gift like the gift of God’s Son. He is our joy. He is our motivation. And one 

day we will find that He is our reward. God has given so generously and graciously to us. 

Let’s decide today, while we have opportunity to be generous to Him! 

 


