
The Gospel of John: that you might believe…and LIVE 
The Love of Jesus is Contagious 

John 13:31-35 
Intro: Christians like to announce their Christianity in a variety of ways.  We 
tend to have our own unique way to tell others that we love and follow Jesus. 
 
Fish Picture: The ICHTHYS (one would draw the arc & another completes it. 
Crucifix & Cross Together: Variations abound 
WWJD Bracelet: This was a standard uniform for a MS Christian in 1994. 
Bumper Stickers: Walk through each of them. 
 

In the passage we are studying today, Jesus gives us clear instructions on 
how to make our faith unmistakably clear to the world.  And, I’ll give you a 
hint…It’s not by wearing a Christian tee-shirt like this: Last Tee Shirt Pic! 
 

Text & Prop: 3 Parts to Jesus’ Contagious Love in John13:31-35 
 

I. Jesus Shows Contagious Love in Obedience – vs. 31-33 

 
Illus: Have you ever been in a group where someone was making things 
awkward or tense, but once that person left the room, everyone began to 
open up and speak with clarity?  Well, once Judas left the room, Jesus 
begins His farewell address to the eleven remaining disciples.  This intimate 
encouragement starts here in John 13:31 & runs through the end of John 
16.  Jesus begins this time by talking about being glorified, glorifying His 
Father and His Father glorifying Him immediately.  What does it mean for 
Jesus to glorify His father? 
 

“I have glorified You on earth.  I have finished the work which you have given 
Me to do.”  John 17:4 
 
Question: How do we glorify God?  The same way Jesus did: Obedience! 
 

“Love’s highest expression is self-sacrifice…Jesus, therefore, pointed to His 
imminent crucifixion in order to underscore what He was about to teach the 
disciples concerning love.”  John MacArthur 
 
Jesus Made 3 Statements Concerning Glory: 

 “Now the Son of Man is Glorified” – Refers to His death on the 

cross the following day.  He would purchase salvation, destroy the 

power of sin & Satan. 

 “God is Glorified in Him” – Refers to Christ’s death displaying 

God’s power, declaring God’s justice, revealed God’s holiness and 
expressed God’s faithfulness. 

 
“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.”  Romans 5:8 
 

 “God Glorifies Jesus” – Refers to Jesus’ ultimate place at the right 

hand of God.  

Little Children: This term of tender affection was used by Jesus to give His 
disciples disturbing news: He was leaving & they couldn’t immediately follow.  
The disciples loved Jesus deeply & depended on Him completely.  This was 
frightening news and they did not receive it well.  But, Jesus’ love was 
contagious due to His willingness to obey the will of His father and go 
through with the cross no matter how brutal the experience would be.  Now, 
having laid out his departure plans, Jesus explains to His disciples exactly 
what He expects of them while He is away.   

 

II. Jesus Contagiously Loves by Example – vs. 34 

 
New Command: This command might not seem new due to the fact the OT 
law commanded love to God and love for your neighbor.  But, the Pharisees 
had watered this law down to only apply to people you liked.  Jesus institutes 
a love that extends beyond love to friends & family, but to every person in the 

family of God.  How is this possible?  There are some very unlovable people… 
 

“The love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was 
given to us.”  Romans 5:5 

 
Illus: Billy & Wanda raised a family while running a farm in Iowa.  Wanda 
was living on a starvation diet of affection.  Billy never gave her any signs of 
love, and Wanda’s need to be shown love went unfulfilled for years.  At her 
wits end, she blurted out one night, “Billy, why don’t you ever tell me that you 
love me?”  Billy stoically responded, “Wanda, the day we were married I told 

you that I loved you, and if I ever change my mind…I’ll let you know.”  This is 
NOT the kind of Love that Jesus models to us!  Thankfully. 
 
To What Degree: Jesus not only extended the object of our love, but He also 
extended the measure of our love when He said, “As I have loved you… 
 

“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.”  
John 15:13 
 
Note: Jesus has proven his matchless love to us through the cross.  He has 
modeled perfect love that forgives, restores, heals and sustains.  This self-
sacrificial, contagious love is what Jesus requires us to give to one another. 

 
Illustration: In his book, The Mark of a Christian, Francis Schaeffer listed 
two practical ways a Christian can manifest love for each other:  1) We can 

apologize and seek forgiveness when we have wronged one another & 2) We 
can grant forgiveness to one another. 
 

“In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins.  Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another.”  1 John 4:10-11 
 
Transition: This is what makes Jesus’ commandment new, while it is 
admittedly difficult to love your neighbor as yourself (as the OT commands), 



it is far more difficult to love others as Christ loves them because that is 
sacrificial love!!!  That means loving others MORE than you love yourself… 

III. Jesus Offers Contagious Love and a Promise – 35 

 
Note: At this point in history, nearly the entire world was divided by 
prejudicial divisions that make many of our differences look small: Master & 
Slave, Jews & Gentiles, etc.  Jews had the reputation of being haters of the 
world and everyone seemed helplessly alienated from one another.   
Today, left to ourselves, we seek our own.  Celebs marry celebs, doctors seek 
out doctors, middle classers hang with middle classers, bikers with bikers, 
etc.  But, when Christ comes, it all changes!  In His church, we love one 
another in spite of our differences.  And, it’s always been that way… 
 

“It was as a band of brothers and sisters that the church conquered the world.  
It was a glorious band of brothers and sisters that sailed the oceans and 
marched through the continents to both dungeon and throne with the good 
news of salvation through Jesus Christ.”  Kent Hughes 
 

“Sink all your differences in love’s wide sea.”  John Philips 
 
The Promise: The promise is this: if we will truly love one another, the world 
will take notice and know that we belong to Jesus!  Tertullian (2nd century 
theologian) noted that the unbelievers in his day would marvel at the love of 
the Christian fellowship even as it faced ferocious persecution by saying, 

“See how they love one another…how are they ready even to die for one 
another?”  Lucian (2nd century author) once mocked the Christians by 
saying, “Their Master has made them believe that they are all brethren.”  
Jerome (4th Century Priest) notes that John often said, “love one another, 

because it is the Lord’s commandment; and if it be fulfilled it is enough.”   
 
Jesus said it, history confirms it and the only thing left for us to do is obey it!  
Love each other well and the world will know whose we are! 
 
Concl: The badge of a true relationship with Jesus isn’t a fish symbol, a 
bumper sticker, jewelry or a tee-shirt.  Furthermore, the evidence of 
authenticity in our walk with Jesus is not in the doctrinal statements to 
which we subscribe, not in the types of songs we sing in church, not in the 

rituals or ordinances we observe, not in our witnessing zeal or faithfulness to 
the churches we attend.  The sincerity of our faith is determined by how we 
love all those who love Jesus. 

 

“The church may be orthodox in its doctrine and vigorous in its proclamation of 
the truth, but that will not persuade unbelievers unless believers love each 
other.”   John MacArthur 
 
In Fact: In this passage, Jesus gave the world the right to judge whether or 
not someone is a Christian based on whether or not that person sincerely 
loves other Christians. 
 

“If people come up to us and cast into our teeth the judgment that we are not 
Christians because we have not shown love toward other Christians, we must 
understand that they are only exercising a prerogative which Jesus gave 
them.”  Francis Schaeffer 
Invitation: Have you experienced the love of Jesus?  How do you know? 
 

“We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the 
brethren.  He who does not love his brother abides in death.”  1 John 3:14 
 
The love of Jesus is contagious.  If you understand it, you want it.  Once 

you experience it, you can’t help but give it away.  Once those on the 
outside understand it, they want it…and so on. 
 

The Love of Jesus is Contagious 
Reading List 

Monday: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
Tuesday: 1 John 1:1-10 
Wednesday: 1 John 2:1-29 
Thursday: 1 John 3:1-24 
Friday: 1 John 4:1-21 
Saturday: 1 John 5:1-21 
Sunday: Proverbs 17:17 

 


