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INTRODUCTION: Every believer has been given at least one spiritual gift that God has given for the 
purpose of building up the Body of Christ. In this message we learn about the first of the 
“motivational gifts” that God has given to motivate us to serve the Lord – prophecy. This message 
explains clearly what the gift of prophecy is, what it looks like, why it must be practiced, and how it 
benefits the Church.   
 
READ: Romans 12:3-6; Acts 2:14-24, 32-42 
 
DISCUSSION: 
1. In your own words, how would you describe the gift of prophecy? How does this gift benefit 

the Body of Christ? How has it impacted your personal walk with the Lord? 
2. Pastor Matthew shared how this gift can be used unwisely or in a way that does not edify or 

bring glory to God. What are some of examples of that you have or could experience? 
3. How is the role of those with the gift of prophecy different than the role of the Old Testament 

prophets? How is it similar? 
4. The sermon message focused on Peter as an example of one who had the gift of prophecy. Can 

you think of other examples of Christians with this gift? What are some other incidents where 
Peter demonstrated this gift? ( Note: Acts 5:1-11 is another clear demonstration of this gift.)  

5. From Acts 2:14-42, we learned four primary characteristics of those who have the spiritual gift 
of prophecy. Please list them and explain them. 

• How do you see these characteristics in Peter’s life? 

• What additional characteristics were listed by Charles Stanley? 

• Which of these characteristics do you identify in your own life? 
6. From Peter’s example in Acts 2, what is the primary concern of the prophet? 

• Why is it important for us to understand this? 

• Why do you think that “prophets” are so easily misunderstood? 
7. What three encouragements did this message present to those who have the gift of prophecy? 

• Why are these important? 

• According to 1 Corinthians 13:1-2 what ingredient must be the basis for this gift? 

• Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 as a reminder to what this gift exercised in love should look like. 
8. What is our normal reaction to those who speak the truth, even when it is difficult to hear? 

• How is this similar to the reaction that most Old Testament prophets received? 

• Why is it often difficult to receive what the “prophet” has to share? 

• What can we do to make sure that we welcome and receive the truth? 
9. What value did Paul place on “prophecy” in 1 Corinthians 14:1? According to 1 Corinthians 14:3 

what is the goal of prophecy?  



2.4.18 

10. Though every Christian hasn’t been given the gift of prophecy we each have a calling and 
responsibility to care for one another. As a group read Colossians 3:12-17 and list the specific 
instructions that we are given.  

 
TAKE IT WITH YOU: Do you have the gift of prophecy? If so, commit to get in God’s Word. Be willing to obey 
Him and stand up for right, even if it means that your stand is unpopular.  
Do you have another gift? Seek the Lord personally, that you might discover your gift and develop it for 
Him. 
 
READING LIST:   
Monday: Colossians 3:12-17 / Tuesday: 1 Thessalonians 3:4-13 / Wednesday: 1 Thessalonians 4:1-10 
Thursday: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 / Friday: 1 Thessalonians 5:12-24 / Saturday: 1 Corinthians 14:1-5, 12 
Sunday: 2 Peter 1:12-21 
 


