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INTRODUCTION: Every believer has been given at least one spiritual gift that God has given for the 
purpose of building up the Body of Christ. In this message we learn about the second of the 
“motivational gifts” that God has given to motivate us to serve the Lord – service. This message 
gives us a behind-the-scenes look at a powerful illustration that shows what the gift of service is, 
why it must be practiced, how it is to be practiced, and how it benefits the entire Body of Christ.  
 
READ: Romans 12:3-7a; Acts 9:32-43  
 
DISCUSSION: 
1. Do you remember the first time you ever served in the church?  

• If so, how did you serve?  

• How did you feel about the opportunity?  

• How did it prepare you for further service? 
2. Why is it important to understand that every believer has been called to serve? What is the 

difference in being called to service and having the spiritual gift of service? 
3. Pastor Michael is known for a ministry saying of _ _ _ _ _ _ ?_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  ( Answer: Strategically 

Serving)  For Narnia and for Aslan is also an acceptable answer. How does this reflect the calling 
to serve in question #2? What does strategically serving mean to you personally? 

4. Which motivates you more to service – Jesus’ example, God’s command, or practical needs that 
you see? How do the others also motivate you to serve? 

5. David Francis summarized the importance of this gift saying, “Service is the cardiac system of 
the body of Christ. Without this gift flowing throughout the body, the effectiveness of every 
other gift is diminished.” Explain whether you agree or disagree and why. 

6. This message focused on Tabitha as one who possessed the gift of service. Can you think of 
other Biblical illustrations? If so, share them with the group and why you think they possessed 
the gift. 

7. From Acts 9:32-43, we learned five primary characteristics of those who have the spiritual gift of 
service. Please list them and explain them. 

• How do you see these characteristics in Tabitha’s life? 

• What additional characteristics were listed by Charles Stanley? 

• Which of these characteristics do you identify in your own life? 
8. How did Tabitha’s service impact the widows, the apostles, and the greater Body of Christ?  

• What does this teach us about the gift of service? 

• How does this illustrate the truth found in 1 Corinthians 12:19-26? 
9. This message listed five powerful encouragements that every servant must do when applying 

their gifts. List each one and discuss them. 
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• What additional encouragements did Charles Stanley encourage? 

• Why is each of these encouragements important? 

• What will happen if these encouragements/warnings are avoided? 
10. According to Luke 10:38-42, what should be the top priority for every servant?  

• How is this being implemented in your life currently? 

• What things tend to distract you from this?  
11.  As a group read Colossians 3:23-24 and 1 Corinthians 15:58. How does God motivate us to serve 

and what does He promise to those who do? 

 
TAKE IT WITH YOU: We are all called to serve in one way or another…identify your area of “service” 
and strategically serve Jesus!  
 
READING LIST:  Monday: James 2:14-26 /  Tuesday: Luke 10:25-37 /  Wednesday: James 2:1-13 
Thursday: Luke 10:38-42 /  Friday: Galatians 6:2-10 /  Saturday: 1 John 3:13-24 
Sunday: Colossians 3:22-25 
 


