
The Gift of Teaching 

Romans 12:1-7; Luke 1:1-4 

Today we continue in our study “Gifted to Serve.” Throughout this study we have been looking to 

God’s Word to find out specifically how we have been equipped to serve the Lord in the church. 

We don’t just attend a church. We aren’t just a part of a church. We have been placed in the Church 

and gifted uniquely with spiritual gifts so that the Church will be edified. The Bible makes it clear 

that every believer has been given at least one spiritual gift that God has given to build up the body 

of Christ. Spiritual gifts are defined as “spiritual abilities and skills given to every Christian by the 

Holy Spirit, so that believers are edified and the church is equipped to function effectively for the 

glory of God.”  At the very moment you confess Jesus to be Lord and Savior, you are instantly 

sealed by the Holy Spirit and adopted into God’s family, and you are equipped with a gift that is 

to be used for the common good of His family, the Church. So, if you are a Christian, I ask you 

today, “What is your gift? Have you discovered it? Are you growing in it? Are you using it for the 

glory of God and for the good of others?” So that Crosslink Community Church can be what God 

wants it to be, we must commit together to identify our gifts, grow in them, and put them to work 

for the glory of God. John MacArthur summarized it perfectly, “No congregation will be what it 

could be, what Jesus prayed that it should be, what the Holy Spirit gifted it and empowered it to 

be, until it understands and employs spiritual gifts.” When we each discover and develop our gifts 

and then use them for the Lord it is a beautiful thing, and it has a powerful impact on the kingdom 

of God.  

For our study we are focusing specifically on the spiritual gifts listed in Romans 12:6-8. This, of 

course, is not a comprehensive list of all the spiritual gifts. There are others listed in 1 Corinthians 

12, Ephesians 4, and 1 Peter 4. However, for our study we are focusing specifically on this list 

because of the purpose of these gifts. Most scholars refer to these gifts as the “Motivational Gifts” 

or the “Ministry Gifts.” They are described in this way because the purpose of each of these gifts 

is to motivate us to ministry. So, while these gifts can certainly be used in many different areas of 

our life – at home, work, in the community, etc. – the primary purpose of these motivational gifts 

is to motivate us to serve the Lord in the Church. How are you serving the Lord and how has God 

gifted you to serve?  

In our study we have looked at the gift of prophecy, which deals with the speaking forth of truth. 

The prophet is the one who has a deep conviction of right and wrong and is burdened to act to 

warn, instruct, and call others to the right path. Next, we saw the gift of service. The servant is the 

one who is alert to the needs of those around them and quickly gets to work to meet those needs. 

They have a willingness to do whatever it takes to meet a need and get a job done. Today we come 

to the third of the motivation gifts – The Gift of Teaching. 

Read Text 

As I stated last week, it is important when studying spiritual gifts to realize that we each have 

responsibilities with the spiritual gifts. First, we each have a responsibility to identify and discover 

our gifts so that we might effectively put them to work for the glory of God. This should cause us 

to listen, consider, and examine ourselves. Second, we each have a responsibility to express 
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various aspects of the gift being taught. For example, the last gift given in this list is the gift of 

mercy. This doesn’t mean that only those who are gifted with mercy are to show mercy. All 

Christians are called to show mercy. Jesus commanded in Luke 6:36, “Be merciful, just as your 

Father is merciful.” The fact is that every believer should be merciful; however, there are some 

who have this as a spiritual gift. Or with the gift of service, there are some spiritually gifted who 

seem to identify needs immediately and are always ready to roll up their sleeves and get to work. 

But, every believer is called to serve. Galatians 5:13 says, “For you were called to freedom, 

brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve 

one another.” Third, we have a responsibility of learning of these gifts because we are a body. Just 

as each of the members of my physical body are connected and impact one another, so too does 

every member in the spiritual Body of Christ. Understanding these gifts and how they work 

together helps us to understand the strengths of each gift and what it contributes to the Body, but 

also its limitations so that the other parts of the Body can support it and help it.  

So as you hear “The Gift of Teaching”, please don’t check out because you aren’t currently 

teaching someone. You may have a buried gift that God wants to reveal. You may need to simply 

grow in your appreciation of teachers and seek to encourage them. Or, like many you may need to 

be reminded that every believer has a calling, at some level, to teach one another. Colossians 3:16 

commands all Christians, “Let the Word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom 

teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 

thankfulness in your hearts to God.” 

What does this gift look like? How is it illustrated? What should the teacher do? What cautions 

should he/she be aware of? All of this is answered in this message today. We will see four key 

observations about the Gift of Teaching: 

I. The Explanation of the Gift of Teaching 

I wonder what images come to mind when you think of “teaching”. Perhaps you think of an 

elementary teacher who deeply cares for her class and takes time to explain the foundational 

elements of a given subject matter. Perhaps you think of a tutor who takes time one-on-one to help 

a student grow further in an area of need. Perhaps you think of a Sunday School teacher who, week 

after week, takes time to teach God’s Word. We must also remember, though, that teaching isn’t 

always done orally. Some teach through their writing and illustrations. There are truly many 

images and examples of teaching that fill our mind. While there are many subjects that can be 

taught and there are many people who may teach, this does not mean that every teacher has the 

gift of teaching. For example, someone may have a burden and love for children and see great 

need, so out of their desire to serve they may volunteer to teach children. Or someone may desire 

to teach and lead because they feel that most teachings are focused too much on application. Good 

teaching, to them, should be as it is in their own mind – in black and white absolutes. This person 

is likely not gifted as a teacher but is, instead, motivated to teach through their gift of prophecy. 

The word for “teacher” in the Greek means “master, doctor, teacher.” It speaks of those who are 

in a position of authority or those who are recognized as a leader or an expert in a given area. So, 

those with the gift of teaching are those who seek to gain knowledge and communicate that 

knowledge to others. In this sense, this means that those who are truly gifted with the gift of 
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teaching usually both learn and teach with more depth than the average person who simply 

occupies a role as a teacher. John Phillips summarized this gift well, “The teacher is the man (or 

woman) who studies the Bible diligently, comparing Scripture with Scripture, using sound 

methods of exegesis, hermeneutics, homiletics, analysis, and synthesis, and who edifies others 

with the fruits of his efforts.” And as with all of the other gifts, this gift was given to some so that 

the Body of Christ, the Church, would be built up and edified.  

Do you have this gift? When you hear a message or a lesson, are you constantly probing to see if 

the interpretation is accurate? Are you deeply burdened that the knowledge of God’s Word be 

shared and communicated to others? Do you seek to better understand God’s Word and are zealous 

to labor in it? Do you like to focus intently on the meanings and uses of words? Are you self-

disciplined in your studies? Do you often think of the best way to communicate the facts to others? 

If you answered “Yes” to any of these questions, you may have the gift of teaching.  

II. The Example of the Gift of Teaching (Luke 1:1-4) 

There are many examples of teaching in Scripture. I imagine that when thinking of this gift, we 

think of the many illustrations of Jesus as He taught the masses. Perhaps we think of James as he 

gave such powerful truth and practical application in the book that bears his name. Maybe we think 

of the Apostle Paul and the ways that he both taught others and instructed in how Timothy was to 

teach others. As I have thought of various examples, I’d like us to look at the same example that 

Charles Stanley writes about in his book. Our example for this gift is the man named Luke. To be 

clear, Luke certainly had other gifts and obviously had a huge servant’s heart. We don’t know a 

ton about Luke. He is only mentioned three times in the entire New Testament. From the three 

passages we learn three key details about his life. We learn that he was a physician, that he worked 

closely alongside of the Apostle Paul, and that he was with Paul ministering to him during Paul’s 

final imprisonment before he died a martyr’s death. We don’t know exactly when and where Luke 

was converted. The first indication that we have of him is in Acts 16 during Paul’s second 

missionary journey. Up to this point Luke has spoken of Paul and Silas as “they”, but from this 

point forward he says “we”, identifying himself as part of the mission team. Though we don’t 

know too much about him, it is important to realize that God raised him up and used him to write 

two significant books in the Bible – the books of Luke and Acts. Of all the authors that God used 

to write the Bible, Luke was the only one who was a Gentile. Why? Because this was God’s plan, 

but also because it was His gifting in Luke that helped him to articulate and explain the truth so 

well. So, to learn more about Luke, we are going to read his own words. He will be our subject 

and we are going to learn several things about him and this gift of teaching by the words that he 

wrote.  

Read Text 

Perhaps you’ve never considered the significance at the opening of a letter or a book. Often times, 

when receiving an email, we will skip over the introductory remarks because it is usually just a 

simple greeting. Or, when opening a book, we are tempted to skip the introduction because we 

simply want to get to the content of the book. These first four verses of Luke have the same tone. 

They are introductory words that may seem insignificant, but they give us great insight into how 
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Luke operated in this gift of teaching and what motivated him to do so. As the Gospel starts out 

we see that Luke is writing to a man named Theophilus. By the way he addresses him, it is highly 

likely that Theophilus was a Roman official who had recently trusted in Christ and was converted. 

He was likely very young in his faith and needed to grow and be established. The word that was 

used to describe what he had been “taught” in verse 4 gives us our English word “catechumen”, 

which means “someone who is being taught the basics of Christianity.” So, Luke is writing to a 

young believer and he explains why he is writing and how he came to this conclusion. In doing so, 

he reveals four key characteristics of those who have the gift of teaching. 

A. The Teacher is a Seeker of the Truth 

When we think of a teacher we usually think of those who are presenting truth. That is a 

fair evaluation. However, we must not ignore the fact that the teacher is a constant seeker 

of truth. Teachers rarely take people’s word for it. If someone makes a claim or states a 

supposed fact, the teacher will investigate and dig until they know the truth for themselves. 

They are rarely satisfied to sit back and assume that someone is correct. God used this in 

Luke to raise him up to write this book of the Bible. Notice verse 1. By the time that Luke 

wrote this Gospel, around A.D. 60, the Good News of Jesus was spreading all over the 

place. In addition to Jewish believers, there were now Samaritans being saved and even 

Gentiles were hearing the Good News and coming to faith in Christ. The story of Jesus – 

His life, miracles, good deeds, death, and resurrection – was not hidden. His life was lived 

publicly, and this led to all sorts of communications. By the time Luke composed this, there 

were already many books that had been written about Jesus. In fact, even many skeptics 

began to write about Jesus in attempts at distorting the truth. So, Luke was led by the Holy 

Spirit and set out to compose an account that would be completely accurate and 

trustworthy. To do this, he had to weed through the fables and falsehoods to get to the real, 

true facts. He had to sift through the tales to get to the actual truth. But, remember, Luke 

was a teacher, so he was up for the challenge. He says of himself, “It seemed fitting for me 

as well (not taking others’ word for it), having investigated everything…” Why did he 

investigate everything? Because he wanted to know the facts and he was faithful to pursue 

every possibility so that he had a full account of what had taken place. 

B. The Teacher is Structured in His Process 

Again, before we can get to how the teacher distributes the truth we see how they obtain 

the truth. The person with the gift of teaching usually takes a methodical, intentional 

process to obtain the truth. Charles Stanley said it this way, “The gift of teaching includes 

a great interest in knowing as much as possible about a subject being studied. A teacher 

never tires of delving into a chosen area of study or engaging in multiple studies with 

increasing depth over time…They sift all things necessary for their method before drawing 

a conclusion.”  

How did he seek the truth? He did exactly as Charles Stanley suggests. In fact, Luke tells 

us, “Just as they were handed down to us by those who from the beginning were 

eyewitnesses and servants of the word…I investigated everything carefully from the 
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beginning.” Notice that he investigated everything carefully. There was not a single stone 

left unturned. There wasn’t a single eye-witness account that wasn’t examined. When you 

investigate everything, you don’t go about it haphazardly. You don’t just go from here to 

there, flying by the seat of your pants. You set a plan. You lay out a grid and begin to go 

from point to point fulfilling the plan. Luke investigated by talking to the eyewitnesses. 

This was not centuries later. This was just years after all of this happened. Most of the 

eyewitnesses were still alive. We can be confident that he talked to every person who had 

a story to tell about Jesus. Certain facts about Jesus had already been established, but what 

was he to do with all the reports? He had to investigate and interview them. So, he spoke 

with the eyewitnesses who had experienced Jesus’ miracles first-hand as they shared of His 

compassion and how He went out of His way to minister to others. They shared how He 

spoke with authority and had power over the demons of hell and death itself. Surely, Luke 

studied the Gospel of Mark as well because it was already in circulation. In fact, 320 of the 

661 verses found in the Gospel of Mark are also found in the Gospel of Luke. Surely, he 

interviewed Mary, the mother of Jesus, and Lazarus, Mary, and Martha. Surely, he spoke 

to James and the other siblings of Jesus. But not only this, he spoke to Jesus’ enemies. He 

talked to the officials at Herod’s court, perhaps he got access to speak to the soldiers that 

had crucified Him or maybe those that stood watch by His tomb. Luke proceeded with 

structure and strategy so that nothing was missed. With each conversation, he was studying 

and comparing and learning so that he might know the truth. From these opening statements 

we can gather that Luke was looking at Theophilus and us saying, “You can trust what I 

am presenting to you because I have done my due diligence. I have interviewed, I have 

examined, I have considered, I have prayed, I have compared, I have met with the apostles, 

and ultimately, I have been led by the Holy Spirit with these absolute, clear facts.”  

C. The Teacher is Systematic in His Presentation 

Now that truth has been discovered, it is now time for the teacher to present that truth. And, 

just as his approach to study was well thought out, so too is the way that it is distributed. 

Notice what Luke says in verse 3, “It seemed fitting for me…to write it out for you in 

consecutive order.” The teacher gets facts and shares facts. That is the first step. Charles 

Stanley clarified, “The person gifted in teaching delights in his own study of Scripture or 

in his own research. He takes great joy in seeing meaning in factual details that may be 

overlooked by others. Once this information has been acquired, the teacher longs to share 

everything that he knows.” This was certainly true of Luke. He discovered many profound 

truths and he was led to share them. For example, Luke tells us of six specific miracles that 

none of the other Gospel writers give us. Additionally, he wrote of nineteen parables of 

Jesus that none of the others were led to write about. If Luke hadn’t shared the truth with 

us we would have never known about the good Samaritan, the prodigal son, the rich man 

and Lazarus, or the Pharisee and the publican – just to name a few. The first step is to get 

the facts. The second step, then, is that the teacher presents the facts in an orderly account 

so that the audience can understand. Think about how orderly Luke’s account was. The 

emphasis here is that he started “from the beginning.” Please understand that he is not 

referring to the beginning of creation. The Gospel of Luke is about the life, ministry, and 
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message of Jesus. So, he is referring to the beginning of the life of Christ. This is where he 

began his study, so it should not come as a surprise then to find the first truth he began to 

explain was referring to the birth of Christ. In fact, no other Gospel writer (Matthew, Mark, 

or John) gave us more information about the birth of Christ. Luke gives us almost twice as 

much detail about the beginning of Christ’s life than any other writer. Additionally, he is 

the only one to give us even a clue about His childhood. As you read through the Gospel 

of Luke, we go season by season through the life of Jesus all the way chronologically to 

His death and resurrection. Luke does the same thing in Acts. He presents the message 

systematically with the ascension of Jesus, the coming of the Holy Spirit, and then the 

establishment of the church and the spreading of the Gospel. In other words, through his 

writings Luke systematically explains an incredible historic account of the life of Christ 

and the life of the early Church.  

D. The Teacher is Specific in His Aim 

The teacher doesn’t teach so that you will feel a certain way. The true teacher doesn’t teach 

the student to “wow” them. The gifted teacher has one primary objective – to help the 

listener know the truth. Charles Stanley said it well, “The gift of teaching is primarily 

concerned with fact, not illustration or application.” Luke told Theophilus, “I want you to 

know the exact truth about what you’ve been taught.” He was basically saying, “I want you 

to have all the facts. I don’t want you to have any doubts or any uncertainties. Whatever 

lies the enemy brings to you, whatever fables and stories you hear along the way, I have 

examined it all and here is the truth.” Friend, I think it is important for us to remember that 

Christianity is not simply a matter of faith. Don’t get mad at me for that statement. Many 

people think that faith is just a blind leap. They would say, “You’ve just got to believe.” 

The fact is that real faith in Christ is not blind at all. It is logical. It is clear. It is factual. 

Did Jesus live? Yes. Did He ever sin? No. Don’t you think if He did sin His own mother 

and brothers would have seen it? But, all of them acknowledged His complete perfection 

and came to the place where they acknowledged that He is Lord. Did He die? Yes. Even 

His enemies were convinced of it and His own mother had His body prepared for burial. 

Did He raise again? Absolutely! In fact, there over 500 eyewitnesses at one time that He 

talked to and spent time with. There is more literal evidence to the resurrection of Jesus 

than there is evidence that you are sitting in this Worship Center today. See, these things 

are not hearsay or fable. They are facts and, because it is true, we must respond in faith and 

believe that He is the Lord of all. The teacher’s aim is to teach facts. Their message is this, 

“Don’t just believe blindly, or hope. Instead, KNOW the truth.”  

III. The Encouragements of the Gift of Teaching 

With every gift there are amazing strengths, but there can also be some serious weaknesses. It is 

important that we know the benefits of each gift, but we must also know how to apply each gift in 

the Body. While every gift has ways that it blesses others, we must also be aware that if used 

improperly each gift can cause hurt and harm to the Body and to self. There are several words of 

caution for the teacher. In fact, of all the gifts “teachers” probably have the strongest warning. 

James 3:1-2 clearly cautions, “Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that 
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as such we will incur a stricter judgment. For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not 

stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well.” If you have a 

desire to teach, don’t be afraid to do so, but certainly pray and examine whether or not you have 

been called and gifted to do so. If you do teach, there are four specific encouragements I’d like to 

share with you from Scripture.  

A. Consider Your Motive 

 

As we’ve stated with all of the other gifts, our motive must be to serve for the glory of God 

and the good of others. This is certainly true when it comes to teaching. In Titus 1:10-11, 

Paul warns us, “For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially 

those of the circumcision, who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole families, 

TEACHING things they should not teach FOR THE SAKE OF SORDID GAIN.” In other 

words, they teach for their own benefit. They teach for what they can get out of it. They 

teach so that they can get paid, earn respect, be on a platform, be seen, etc. We must teach 

for the glory of God. 1 Peter 4:11 still applies, “Whoever speaks is to do so as one who is 

speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the 

strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus 

Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 

 

B. Commit to Rely on the Word of God and the Holy Spirit 

The spiritually gifted teacher must rely on God’s Word. While it is important for the teacher 

to seek to discover new ways of presenting truth, he must make sure that he is not adding 

to or taking away from Scripture in order to make “new truth.” The teachers’ opinion, 

feelings, or assumptions of the text do not matter. The insights of the so-called experts or 

the trends of those who are popular must not sway his stance. The teacher must study God’s 

Word, trust God’s Word, rely on God’s Word, and then communicate God’s Word. 2 

Timothy 3:16-17 explains the sufficiency of Scripture, “All Scripture is inspired by God 

and profitable for TEACHING, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so 

that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 4:3-5 

continues on and explains why God’s Word must be our guide, “For the time will come 

when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will 

accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, and will turn away 

their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. But you, be sober in all things, endure 

hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.”  

C. Communicate in Practical and Simple Terms 

It is important for the teacher to remember that his aim is to effectively communicate God’s 

Word, not to impress with his knowledge or vast vocabulary. Because the teacher is a better 

student than most, he is often a great reader with a much more diverse vocabulary than the 

average listener. The teacher must understand the importance of communicating in 

practical and simple ways that the audience can hear, consider, and respond. Even Luke 

could’ve heeded this encouragement. He had such a tremendous vocabulary that in the 
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Gospel of Luke he uses 312 Greek words that aren’t found anywhere else in the New 

Testament. As a result, sometimes those words aren’t precisely clear on their meaning. 

While they were precise to that generation, some of them have become less clear through 

translation. In 2 Timothy 2:14 Paul instructs Timothy, “Remind them of these things, and 

solemnly charge them in the presence of God not to wrangle about words, which is useless 

and leads to the ruin of the hearers.” By our human nature we are prone to debate someone’s 

words and what they meant. The teacher must recognize this and seek to use simple and 

concise words and illustrations to convey the truth. When aiming for clarity and simplicity, 

Paul’s example concerning prophecy versus tongues applies well, 1 Corinthians 14:19, 

“In the church I desire to speak five words with my mind so that I may instruct others also, 

rather than ten thousand words in a tongue.” Teachers, aim to be simple and clear in your 

speech so that your audience can understand and apply.  

D. Concentrate Your Message on Christ 

The teacher is always excited to share new discoveries and details that they have learned 

in their study. While this can be exciting to them, they must be careful that they never share 

so much that they miss the main point. They must be able to keep a clear vision and a 

straight path to the most important message to be shared. Paul explained it this way in 

Colossians 1:28-29, “We proclaim Him (Jesus), admonishing every man and teaching 

every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ. For this 

purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me.” 

Paul was concerned with every possible detail, though he was more aware than probably 

any other teacher in the early church. He understood that the message should never get past 

Calvary and the work that Jesus accomplished on the cross. This is why he commissioned 

Timothy in 1 Timothy 4:16 saying, “Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; 

persevere in these things, for as you do this you will ensure salvation both for yourself and 

for those who hear you.”  

IV. The Edification of the Body Through the Gift of Teaching 

We quickly see how God uses this gift to build up the Body of Christ. In the case of Luke, he 

would not have been as strong in the faith as he was if it weren’t for the Apostle Paul faithfully 

teaching him the truth of Jesus. And, we wouldn’t have the amazing historical record of the life of 

Christ and the life of the Church if it weren’t for this gift of teaching found in Luke. Still today, 

God is using this gift to build up individual believers and the greater Body of Christ. Ephesians 

4:11-13 sums it up best, “And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as 

evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of 

service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of 

the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to 

the fullness of Christ.” Simply put, God has given us teachers so that the church is edified and that 

believers are equipped to grow in Him. 

Is this your gift? If so, surrender it to the Lord and begin developing it for Him. 
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Is this not your gift? Then recognize those who are gifted in teaching and thank God for them. 

Submit yourself to them, but also be diligent to study for yourself.  

But, maybe this isn’t where you are today. Maybe you aren’t ready to discover your spiritual gifts. 

Perhaps you need to first experience God’s gift of salvation. Interestingly enough, do you know 

Luke’s main point in the Gospel that he wrote? Remember he told Theophilus, “I am writing so 

that you may know the exact truth about these things.” What was the exact truth? What was he 

talking about? The overwhelming theme of the Gospel of Luke is that Jesus alone is the Savior of 

the world. In fact, this salvation is mentioned 24 x’s in the book, once for every chapter. The key 

verse of the entire letter is found in Luke 19:10, “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save 

that which was lost.” This is the exact truth that Luke wants you to know. This is the truth that will 

determine where and how you spend eternity. If you haven’t settled this yet, I invite you to do so. 

If you’re thinking, “I don’t know enough to make that decision,” then I encourage you to read this 

book this week. Teacher Luke gives you all the facts you need to know. 


