
“The Gift of Leadership” 

Romans 12:1-8; Acts 15:1-22 

Today we are honored to have many guests with us as we celebrate the baptism of many new 

believers. We welcome all of you here today and trust that you feel welcome. There are several 

today who have come forward today to publicly say, “I’m with Jesus.” They weren’t baptized 

today because they have done a lot of good works or attended a series of classes or have earned 

salvation. The Bible says clearly that all of us are sinners in need of God’s grace. The only way 

we can be saved is by the grace of God. Ephesians 2:8-9 says it well, “For by grace you have been 

saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so 

that no one may boast.” In other words, there is absolutely no great thing and no amount of good 

works any of us can do to earn God’s grace. If we could earn it, it wouldn’t be called grace. Can 

you imagine what a mess we would be in if we could earn salvation? We would be proud and 

boastful, and we would look at each other according to how much one deserves heaven. The reality, 

though, is that we all stand guilty before God. We all have sinned against Him. Our sins and 

struggles may differ from one another, but we have all sinned and missed God’s perfection. In 

order for us to be delivered from our sins and saved from the consequences of it, we must believe 

in Jesus and depend completely on His grace. This is a wonderful truth. This is a freeing truth. 

This is a refreshing truth. You don’t have to do it all when you realize that Jesus has already done 

it all for you. You simply need to believe. And, once you believe in Jesus and confess Him as Lord 

and Savior, immediately He forgives you. Immediately He rescues you from the condemnation of 

your sin. Immediately He begins working in your life to make you a new creation. But, He also 

does something else.  

At the very moment you receive the gift of salvation, God also gives you a spiritual gift. Spiritual 

gifts are defined as “spiritual abilities and skills given to every Christian by the Holy Spirit, so that 

believers are edified and the church is equipped to function effectively for the glory of God.”  In 

other words, when we become a Christian, we begin to live our lives for the Lord. And as we live 

for the Lord, we begin to live like Him. How did Jesus live? He lived as a servant. All throughout 

the Gospels we see Jesus serving people. The humble, the proud, the rich, the poor, the forgotten, 

the famous, the pauper, the priests, the diseased, the doctors, the skeptics, the devoted, the 

believers, the unbelievers – He literally served them all. As a follower of Jesus we learn that we, 

too, are called and gifted to serve the Lord with spiritual gifts. Ephesians 2:10 says plainly, “For 

we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand 

so that we would walk in them.” One of the great joys of being saved is the privilege we have to 

serve God by serving others. We now can live a life that brings glory to God and good to others. 

What a difference would be made in the world if we all got this and lived it.  

Over the past few months at Crosslink we have been learning and discovering specifically how 

God has gifted us. Every Christian has been given at least one spiritual gift that God gave so that 

we might serve Him and others. To be clear, there are always many ways that we can serve to bless 

the Lord and others, but through our study we are seeking to identify specifically how we have 

been gifted so that we can be most effective in the work that God has called us to. So far, we have 

seen the first five gifts – the gifts of prophecy, service, teaching, exhortation, and giving. Today 
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we come to the sixth gift, the gift of leadership. In our time together, we will see what this gift 

looks like, why it is important, and specifically what the gifted leaders should lead others to do.  

Show Text 

The gift of leadership is vital to the health of the church. We all understand this. Even in our culture 

and community we understand the importance of having leadership at all levels of society. We 

elect governors and mayors to lead in political matters. Our law enforcement officers, while they 

have the same mission and goal, still employ a chief to be a leader to direct the office. Even a 

restaurant will have managers who oversee the various aspects of a team to ensure that the tasks 

are accomplished. Even in recreational sports, we quickly discover the need for coaches to lead 

and direct players. Leadership is important. However, it is equally important for us to discern what 

the gifted leader looks like. Just because someone occupies a certain position doesn’t mean that 

God has gifted them to be a leader. And, just because someone doesn’t occupy a position doesn’t 

mean that they haven’t been gifted as a leader. What does God say about this gift? We will discover 

this here today. 

I. The Explanation of the Gift of Leadership 

There are many writers who have referred to this specific gift as the gift of administration or the 

gift of organization. However, there is one major problem with that interpretation. While the gift 

of administration is mentioned in another passage of Scripture (1 Corinthians 12), that is not the 

word that is used here. The New Testament was originally written in Greek. The original Greek 

word that was used to describe this leader literally meant “chief, ruler, the one who stands out 

front.” Interestingly the Greek word was often used in ancient culture to describe the one who 

steered a ship. He was the one who had the responsibility of bringing a ship safely into the harbor, 

often amidst rocks and obstacles and all kinds of pressures. So, simply put, the spiritually gifted 

leader is the one who God has gifted to lead others. 

I wonder this morning, are you a gifted leader? Has God gifted you in this way? You may be 

thinking, “But, pastor, I don’t have a specific role or title, how can I be a leader?” Perhaps, on the 

other hand, you might think, “Well, of course, I have a title and a cool business card with my name 

on it.” But, I am asking has God gifted you as a leader? To help you determine this, I ask you to 

consider a few questions: Do you get uncomfortable or even flustered when there isn’t a clear 

leader in a group? Do you get frustrated if things seem to be disorderly or you can’t see the clear 

direction? Are you comfortable with taking charge when you identify a need? Do you naturally 

tend to analyze things and identify see how they can be improved? Do you tend to jump in and get 

involved when you identify areas of need? Do you enjoy motivating others to accomplish great 

things? Do others often look to you for leadership? If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, 

you likely have the gift of leadership. To help further examine it, next let’s look at a great example 

of leadership. 

II. The Example of the Gift of Leadership (Acts 15:1-22) 

Today we are going to look at an example that is often overlooked in the Bible. We are going to 

look at the example of leadership found in the life of James. When many consider key people in 
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the New Testament we tend to think of Jesus, Peter, Paul, maybe John and others. Very few think 

of James. It is understandable. In fact, for most of his life he spent his time not even believing in 

Jesus. Interestingly, he grew up with Jesus. He was the half-brother of Jesus. Remember Jesus was 

the Son of God, but He was born of a woman named Mary. After Mary gave birth to Jesus, she 

had marital relations with her husband Joseph. As a result, they had several additional children. 

Matthew 13:55 tells us there was James, Joseph, Simon, Judas, and His sisters. James, then, is the 

half-brother of Jesus. They had the same mother. James grew up beside Jesus. Together they were 

taught the Jewish Law and traditions. Together they went to the temple at an early age. Together 

they observed the various fasts and feasts. They were raised as devout Jews. It is important to point 

out that early on James was not a believer in Jesus. He was moral and kind. He strived to honor 

God by good works and by keeping the Jewish Law, but he knew nothing of a personal relationship 

with God. The only way that would ever be experienced fully was through God sending a perfect 

substitute to be a Savior for all. Fortunately for James, though he didn’t realize it at the time, God 

had indeed sent a perfect substitute to be the Savior for all who will believe. That perfect substitute 

was Jesus.  

For many years, James just could not accept that his older half-brother was the Messiah that the 

Jews had been waiting for. Jesus had ministered to the masses and had performed miracles that 

had never been seen. He had taught as one Who had authority. He had raised the dead to life, but 

James still was so comfortable in his Judaism that he simply REFUSED to believe. Who wants to 

admit that their sibling is perfect? Who wants to acknowledge that their sibling is the long-awaited 

Messiah who is worthy of worship and praise? Fortunately for James, that all changed, however, 

in a dramatic encounter. Of course, Jesus didn’t come to stay on earth forever. He had said clearly 

that He was coming to this earth to seek and save those who are lost. He specifically said that He 

came to give His life as a ransom for many. He even prophesied that He would lay down His life 

and three days later rise again from the grave. Some of these claims probably seemed crazy to 

James. But, one day, Jesus was crucified and died just as He said. Then on the third day Jesus rose 

again just as He said He would. In fact, after Jesus rose from the grave He appeared to the disciples 

on several occasions. He also appeared to over 500 eyewitnesses at one time, but this wasn’t all. 

He also appeared to James and talked with him. This moment had a radical impact on James’ life. 

It is interesting to note that from that moment on, James was a believer in Jesus as Lord and he 

was changed forever. In fact, James spent the rest of his life as the lead elder, pastor, in Jerusalem 

preaching to all who would hear that Jesus is the Savior and the only way to heaven. This is the 

James that we are studying today.  

Show Text - Acts 15:1-22 

By the time we get to Acts 15 much has happened. James has become the lead elder in the church 

at Jerusalem. But God was doing some amazing things, some new things among the early Church. 

When Jesus had ascended into heaven, He had told His followers that they were to be witnesses 

of Him in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the earth. They understood this, 

and after some time they began the work. The Gospel would be shared through Jerusalem, but it 

now had begun to go all throughout the region and beyond. This was an exciting time for God’s 

work, but it was an uncomfortable time for many of the Jews. For years the Jews had understood 



4 
 

that they were God’s chosen people. However, Jesus came to give His life for all, not just the Jews. 

As we get to Acts 15, we see that others are now believing in Jesus. Specifically, the Gentiles were 

now believing and being saved. The Gentiles are basically anyone who is not a Jew. This sounds 

simple to us, but it was a major deal in that day. The Jews had a lot of laws to keep, so as the 

Gentiles are believing in Jesus, they began to enter the Church and immediately there were 

problems because they were very different than the Jews. They didn’t look the same, act the same, 

talk the same, or live the same. They didn’t have all the traditions, rituals, and rules that the Jews 

had been living by for hundreds of years already. So, here was the big question: What does a man 

have to do to be saved? There were many Jews who felt that these Gentiles had to adopt their 

formal Jewish religion with all of its laws and rituals. But, what would God say on the matter? It 

is here that we see that God raised up this leader James to bring peace and direction to the young 

Church. We can learn much from the example.  

A. Leaders Commit Themselves First to the Task (Acts 15:13) 

It is important for us to realize that the leader doesn’t speak from simple head knowledge. 

True leaders speak from a place of commitment and investment. In this moment, a major 

issue has arisen in the church that has caused division. There were some who felt this way 

and others who felt another way. This was an important moment in the early church. The 

outcome would be significant. They would go forward in unity and grace or they would go 

backward in man-made laws and legalism. So, they brought together a council in 

Jerusalem. Who was the key leader of the church in Jerusalem? It was James. The point is 

that he wasn’t just there because the church was in crisis. He was there because he had 

already been there investing and committing himself to the work of the Lord.  

As they seek to answer the questions and address the concerns, the key leaders spoke to 

the council. Peter spoke up and said a few things. There was still no resolve to the issue. 

So, after a while, Paul and Barnabas stood up and began to tell the people the miracles and 

the amazing work of God they had experienced among the Gentiles. But, still, not even 

then was there peace and harmony. It was then that James spoke up. So, after the discussion 

ends, James stood to his feet and started in a simple way. He said, “Brethren, listen to me.” 

This simple line had powerful implications. He was saying to them, “We are family. We 

have all been adopted into the family of God.” In other words, he wasn’t barking orders. 

He wasn’t correcting wrongs. He wasn’t speaking down to the people. He wasn’t acting in 

arrogance. James was simply showing that he was in the church with them. He didn’t see 

himself as better than them. He didn’t see himself as their superior. He simply saw himself 

as one among equals. It was simply by grace that he was a part of the family of God and 

he recognized the position of others. He was right there with them. They were all a part of 

the body of Christ, and he was personally willing to do whatever it took to honor God to 

bring peace to the family he loved so much. This is a great characteristic of a Godly leader. 

B. Leaders Consider the Big Picture (Acts 15:14-18) 

Charles Stanley said it well. “Those with the gift of organization (leadership) have an 

ability to see the ‘big picture.’ They have a capacity to dream big and to believe that God 
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desires to do something more than presently exists.” In this moment of conflict, James 

clearly understood that God was doing something bigger here than just this initial moment 

would suggest. James has heard what Peter has spoken. He has heard the arguments of the 

devout Pharisees. And, he has heard the testimony of the Apostle Paul and Barnabas. James 

had a personal bent towards the Jews because he was one. He knew all the promises of 

Israel and was faithful to keep the Mosaic Law. However, he could see the obvious proof 

that the Gentiles were now believing in Jesus as Lord. This was major news to the Jews. 

And practically, many of them didn’t like it. But remember, Jesus came to be the Savior 

for all mankind. James was able to look beyond the various feelings and rampant emotions 

and focus on the facts. In doing so, he was able to clearly see the big picture.  

Notice what James realized. He remembered the words of Simeon. Simeon was a devout 

and righteous man who was waiting the birth of the Savior. God had told him that he would 

live until he had seen the Savior. Then, when Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the temple to 

present Him to the Lord, Simeon took Jesus into his arms and prayed. Listen to his prayer 

in Luke 2:30-32, “For my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared in the 

presence of all peoples, a light of revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people 

Israel.” God had said this through Simeon over thirty years prior. But that wasn’t all. James 

also quoted from the prophet Amos who wrote 750 years before this moment. Amos 

acknowledged the future blessings for Israel, but he also clearly spoke of the Gentiles 

turning to God. In other words, in this major moment for the church, major division was 

prevented because James saw the big picture and realized the current move of God was all 

affirmation of what God had already said would take place.  

C. Leaders Communicate Direction for the People (Acts 15:19) 

Again, leaders strive to make things clear so that we all know where we are going. James 

could have concluded after verse 18 and left the people to discern his meaning, but he 

didn’t. He took time to communicate it. We see this all throughout the Bible. Moses 

received the vision from the Lord and then he communicated it to the Israelites. David 

received the instructions from the Lord to build the temple and he communicated to 

Solomon. Paul received clear direction from the Lord and the Bible is filled with his letters 

of instruction and direction. Nehemiah received a burden from the Lord and he went to the 

people and communicated what God was doing. It is simple, the gifted leader 

communicates direction for the people.  

Notice specifically what James communicated. He said, “It is my judgment that we do not 

trouble those who are turning to God from among the Gentiles.” It is important here to 

remember how one turns to God. Peter said in verse 11, “We are saved through the grace 

of the Lord Jesus.” It is by believing in Jesus that we experience His grace and are saved. 

It is not by works. It is not by laws. It is not by rules. It is not by traditions. It is not by 

family heritage. It is not by one’s outward appearance. It is simply by believing in Jesus. 

When James said, “We are not to trouble those who have believed,” he was saying, “We 

cannot and will not cheapen God’s grace by adding our own manmade laws to it. Both the 

Gentiles and the Jews are saved by grace, period.” Commentator John Phillips said it well, 
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“From now on the reception of believers into the church and into the fellowship was 

officially recognized to be the same for all, whether Jews or Gentiles, by simple faith in 

the Lord Jesus Christ.”  

D. Leaders Clarify the Goal and Mission (Acts 15:20) 

When we read this verse, we might find parts of it difficult to understand because our day 

is somewhat different culturally that it was then. Please understand that James is not adding 

do’s and don’ts to one’s salvation. However, James was a leader. He was looking out for 

the growth of each believer and the health of the overall Church. He has clearly stated that 

he agrees wholeheartedly that a person is saved only by God’s grace. That’s a fact. But, 

James also knew that there were two specific things that had to be addressed for the good 

of the church and the good of the culture.  

The truth is that when someone believes in Jesus to be their Lord and Savior, they 

experience great freedom. Jesus said in John 8:36, “So if the Son makes you free, you will 

be free indeed.” There is freedom in Christ. But, this freedom means that we are free from 

the power of sin in our lives. We are also free from the punishment of sin. This doesn’t 

mean that we are free to do whatever we want to do.  

James addressed two primary things that they should abstain from. These are not legalistic 

rules for those who have been saved, but they are clear commitments that those who love 

Jesus will willingly make. The first thing addressed is our relationships in the church. 

Think of it, Jews and Gentiles were very different, but now they were brought together in 

one body. One of the major issues that would cause offense and stumbling blocks was 

related to food. In the Jewish culture they had very strict dietary rules. They had specific 

rules about what foods could be eaten, when they could be eaten, how they could be eaten, 

etc. In addition to that, they had specific laws that would condemn a man for eating any 

meat that had been offered as a sacrifice to an idol or false god. For the Jews, this was a 

way of showing that they were separated from the rest of the world. They were God’s 

chosen people. Now, all of a sudden, here come the Gentiles. They had never heard these 

dietary restrictions and laws. They didn’t see the point of such restrictions. In fact, most of 

the meat that was sold in their markets had been first offered to idols. This would be a 

serious point of division. The early church often ate together and practiced great hospitality, 

so what should the Gentiles do? How would they not offend their Jewish brothers? The 

simple answer was that they should value the relationships with their new family over their 

personal right to eat food that would be offensive. John Phillips concludes it well, “To 

avoid antagonizing, legitimate Jewish scruples, the Gentiles should be prepared also to take 

some measures. It was no longer a question of law but a question of love.” Ephesians 4:1-

3 instructs us, “Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner 

worthy of the calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, 

with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, being diligent to preserve the 

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” James saw this as a means of protecting the unity 

of the church. Even today, there are many rights that we may have as a believer that frankly 

can be harmful to others and cause disunity. James’ point is simply that being in good 
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relationship and unity with our brothers and sisters in Christ is far more important than our 

personal rights. 

The second thing addressed is our responsibility and calling to be a witness for Christ 

in this world. He said specifically, “Abstain from fornication.” Fornication is any sexual 

act outside of the marriage covenant. God created it as a gift to be enjoyed in marriage, but 

much of the world cheapens it by making it about their will and their thrill. Even in that 

day, the culture welcomed and accepted sexual sin. In some places it was celebrated and 

even adopted as part of their worship to false gods. But, this should not be the case with 

believers. As a follower of Jesus, we are no longer living for ourselves but for Him. 1 

Corinthians 6:15-20 says it plainly, “Do you not know that your bodies are members of 

Christ? Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them members of a 

prostitute? May it never be! Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a 

prostitute is one body with her? For He says, ‘The two shall become one flesh.’ But the 

one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him. Flee immorality. Every other sin 

that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body. 

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you 

have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been bought with a price: 

therefore, glorify God in your body.” This doesn’t mean a believer is perfect, but it does 

mean that our lives are under His rule. He is now the leader. And we should realize that we 

have been set free from sin so that we might live in victory. But, this isn’t for our own 

personal victory, though this is wonderful, it is also that we might be a witness to the world 

around us. God instructs us to live a life set apart to Him so that we will prove ourselves 

“to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked 

and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world,” (Philippians 

2:15). By the way, it should be pointed out here that God didn’t give this command to rob 

us of joy and fun. The fact is, God gave us this command to protect us from harm. Many 

have done a great deal of harm to their bodies, their minds, and their relationships by 

ignoring God’s instructions. God’s commands are always for His glory and for our good.  

Concerning leadership, it is important to know that this conclusion all came about because 

James clarified the goal and the mission. Our goal is unity and our mission is to shine for 

Jesus Christ in the midst of the world.   

E. Leaders Commission Others to Action  

James spoke and then was seated. He wasn’t sure how the people would respond. The 

Bible, though, tells us that this seemed good to the whole church. God had worked through 

the gifted leader James to settle the conflict and to direct the church to a course of action. 

But, it wasn’t James’ responsibility to personally go to every church in every region to 

inform them of the decision. Instead, he delegated the task to a few faithful men who could 

get the job done. This is another key characteristic of a leader. Stanley said it plainly, 

“They (leaders) know they can’t do it all, and they are willing to relinquish both authority 

and responsibility so that others can be successful in understanding and completing part of 

the larger goal.” This was certainly true of James. He still had work to do in Jerusalem, so 



8 
 

he faithfully remained there as these willing messengers were commissioned to go take the 

news to the rapidly growing young church. By the way, it is a wonderful blessing that he 

did. James had a fruitful ministry in Jerusalem. These messengers were able to get the 

message to all the new churches much faster than James would have. This furthered the 

move of God in a great way. And then it was one of these very messengers, Silas, that God 

would so greatly grow in this process that he would soon be called to join the Apostle Paul 

as a missionary. Truly God was at work and was blessing the entire process.  

III. The Encouragements of the Gift of Leadership 

With every gift there are amazing strengths, but there can also be some glaring weaknesses. It is 

important that we know the benefits of each gift, but we must also know how to apply each gift in 

the body. If you possess this gift, there are some things that you must know so that you can 

regularly examine yourself and make sure that you are leading in ways that honor God. Since 

James was a leader, we will learn each encouragement from his own pen, as he himself wrote the 

book of James in the Bible.  

A. Leaders Must Minister to All 

James 2:1, “My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an 

attitude of personal favoritism.” In James 2, God gives us a powerful picture to remind all 

believers that we are not to show partiality as we relate to others. Obviously, we might 

have friends or close personal relationships, but we should show no favoritism in the body 

of Christ. As leaders, it is important that we view all people equally, even as God does. 

Every person matters to Him and He gave His very Son for all. We must be willing to give 

ourselves in ministry to all.   

B. Leaders Must Be Humble 

Jesus was the first to say this. Luke 22:24-26, “And there arose also a dispute among them 

as to which one of them was regarded to be greatest. And He said to them, ‘The kings of 

the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who have authority over them are called 

“Benefactors.” But it is not this way with you, but the one who is the greatest among you 

must become like the youngest, and the leader like the servant.” God may place you in a 

position as an overseer or one who stands out in front and leads. But that doesn’t mean that 

He has done this because you are amazing, talented, good-looking, etc. He has done this 

so that He might work through you and be glorified through you. The point is that it is 

about His plan, His gifting, His calling, not you. Scripture is filled, and even modern culture 

is filled, with numerous examples of what happens to those whose heart is filled with pride. 

The point is that we must continue to walk humbly in dependence on God.  James 4:6, 10 

says it this way, “But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, ‘God is opposed to the 

proud, but gives grace to the humble’…Humbles yourselves in the presence of the Lord, 

and He will exalt you.” 
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C. Leaders Must Walk by Faith 

As a leader, it can be easy to depend on one’s own strengths and abilities. However, God 

wants us to look to Him, trust Him, and walk in obedience to Him. Also, as a leader, it can 

be easy to talk a certain way, but not really live it out. James 2:17 instructs us, “Even so 

faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.” The primary point here is that we must 

not simply talk a certain way, we must also live it out. It’s easy to proclaim something, but 

it is vital that we practice it in our daily lives.   

D. Leaders Must Be Diligent 

Leaders should not be lazy or negligent to the work that God has called them to do. There 

is much to be done for the glory of God and the good of others and there is limited time to 

do it. James 4:13-17 says it this way, “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we 

will go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a 

profit.’ Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor 

that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. Instead, you ought to say, ‘If the 

Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that.’ But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; 

all such boasting is evil. Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do 

it, to him it is a sin.” James’ whole point is that when you know what is right – something 

that needs to be done – you don’t debate, delay, or deny. You do. Romans 12:8c, “he who 

leads, with diligence.”  

E. Leaders Must Submit to the Lord 

Leaders must always recognize that they may be in a position of leadership, but they are 

not the “ruler” or the “Lord”. In its general sense the word “lord” refers to someone who 

has authority, control, or power over someone. We might be highly respected and we might 

be in high positions, but we are always under the authority of Jesus. As a result, we must 

recognize that we are to serve Him in all that we do knowing that He alone is Lord. Also, 

we must acknowledge that He is the Judge that we will one day stand and give account to. 

We will be both rewarded and judged according to how we have served and led others.  

It is here that I want us to end the message today. Leaders lead people. Like the captain of 

the ship, they steer us in a clear path to bring the ship safely home. James was that kind of 

leader, but he also recognized the key to being an effective leader. What was James leading 

us to? If he was the captain of the ship, what does he want us to know today? I think that 

James’ own words tell us what we need to know and do. In Acts 15 we saw it clearly, “We 

are saved through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.” James agreed wholeheartedly. But 

James clarified a further point when he opened his book. Listen to how James describes 

himself in James 1:1a. He said, “James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 

Christ.” James is telling us the key to a blessed life is believing in Jesus as Savior and 

following Him as Lord. Today, God is leading some of us to make that decision. I urge 

you, won’t you follow Jesus? 


