
Series: Go Fish! 

“The Power of The Gospel” 

Romans 1:13-20 

This morning we continue our study called “Go Fish!” While I would love to talk about and discuss 

fishing strategies and stories, that is not the type of fish that we have been learning about. When 

Jesus called His first disciples, most of whom were fishermen, He commissioned them saying, 

“Do not fear, from now on you will be catching men.” Jesus was showing them that He was sending 

them out to rescue men who were lost and drowning in their sin. From now on Jesus was changing 

them and sending them out to rescue men. The same is true today for everyone who follows Jesus. 

It is wonderful to know that we have been forgiven and saved, but this is not all. We have also 

been commissioned to go and catch others. The key to fishing for men is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

I said two weeks ago that the Gospel is very simple. It consists of three key things: Jesus died for 

our sins, He was buried, and He rose again from the grave. This message is so simple, but what I 

want us to see today is that is also very powerful.  

I wonder what you think of when you think of power. Perhaps you think of an engine that has so 

much power that it can carry and pull a great load. Perhaps you think of power, such as influence 

and command. Perhaps you think of one’s strength and muscles. When we think of power we often 

consider those things that are visibly strong. However, we learn in this passage of Scripture that 

there is something far more powerful than these things. In fact, this has the power to change your 

life, your future, your family, and your innermost being. This power is the power of the Gospel. 

Read Text 

It is important for us to realize today that when it comes to knowing and sharing the Gospel, we 

don’t have to live in fear. In our human nature we tend to get afraid and intimidated by various 

situations around us. When we are uncertain of the outcome of a given situation, we tend to focus 

on the circumstance and become overwhelmed. These things are certainly true when it comes to 

sharing the Gospel. When it comes to the Gospel, we have a tendency to fear or become 

overwhelmed. The thought of approaching someone with the truth can be nerve-wrecking. The 

fear of the uncertainty – What will happen? How will they respond? – can be paralyzing. It is 

interesting to notice, though, that we don’t seem to observe this in the life of the apostle Paul. 

While the world around him was rejecting Christ and aggressive toward him, he still kept sharing 

the Gospel. The fact is that Paul was completely unashamed to openly talk to others about Jesus. I 

believe that this is one of the key evidences of a person who is truly saved. Commentator Matthew 

Henry said it this way, “I reckon him a Christian indeed that is neither ashamed of the Gospel nor 

a shame to it.” This is what we are examining today, “Are we ashamed of the Gospel?”  

The thought of being ashamed of the Gospel is foreign to the life of a true follower of Jesus. 

**ILL: Can you imagine what my wife would say and how she would feel if I refused to wear my 

wedding ring? How would she feel if I rarely introduced her to others and spoke of her without 

any emotion or affection? How do you think she would feel if I rarely allowed myself to be seen 

in public with her? She’d be hurt, disappointed, perhaps embarrassed. She certainly wouldn’t feel 



2 
 

loved. She certainly wouldn’t feel important. She would question if I really even cared because 

my actions would suggest something different than my words.**     Sadly, many of us are like that 

when it comes to our relationship with Christ. We say we love Him. We come to church and sing 

His praises. We pray and read our Bible. We may even give to the Lord. But, when it comes down 

to it, many don’t take the time to intentionally introduce others to Him. Many aren’t intentional to 

talk to others about Him. We act like we want to have a personal relationship with the Lord so 

long as it doesn’t become too public. But such an attitude reveals the truth that we are ashamed.  

Here in Romans 1 we learn of a great example from the Apostle Paul. To be clear, Paul wasn’t 

perfect. However, he certainly lived his life with a clear conviction about the Gospel. This 

conviction radically changed the Apostle Paul and countless others in his lifetime. Paul had seen 

the power of the Gospel first-hand and then God gave him the direction to pen these simple words 

to remind us of its power.   

I. We Should be Committed to the Gospel (vs. 14-15) 

We could study the entire Bible and all of church history and find very few people who rival the 

Apostle Paul in his commitment to the Gospel. We see his commitment clearly in this passage. 

The context of these words is that Paul greatly longed to go to Rome to share the good news of 

Jesus. When we read through the beginning of Romans chapter 1, we learn that Paul deeply cared 

for these people. In verse 11 he expresses his deep longing to be with them and minister to them. 

Then in verse 13 he even says, “I have planned to come to you and have been prevented so far.” 

In other words, though he couldn’t get there in the moment, he wasn’t giving up. He was committed 

to the Gospel. Such should be the case for every single follower of Christ. As we study Paul’s 

example, I think that he reveals two important components of commitment to the Gospel. 

A. We Have an Obligation 

We understand what an “obligation” is. It speaks of a “Duty, responsibility, or 

requirement.” Paul clearly understood that he had been given an obligation. In fact, he saw 

this as a debt that he owed. Now please understand that there is complete freedom in Christ. 

John 8:36 says, “So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” All who believe 

in Jesus are set free from their past and their sin. This is a wonderful truth. However, this 

doesn’t mean that we no longer have a debt. Paul had found freedom in Christ, yet he still 

had an obligation. What debt could Paul possibly owe? According to Romans 13:8 every 

believer owes a debt. It says, “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he 

who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.” Paul understood that he owed a debt to all 

mankind to love them. Surely this included telling them about Jesus. After all, can we truly 

say that we love others if we don’t take the time to tell them the only truth that gives life?  

Paul specifically says that he was under obligation both to the Greek and the barbarians. 

What was his obligation? It was the obligation of the Gospel. We see this in the preceding 

verses. In verse 1 he explains that he is “Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an 

apostle, set apart for the Gospel of God.” Then in verse 9 he further explains, “For God, 

whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching of the Gospel of His Son….” Paul understood 

why God had changed him and called Him to take the Gospel to the Gentiles. As a result, 
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he had a huge obligation to all men to tell them the truth of God’s Word. The Greek word 

for this literally means “one held by a personal and moral obligation, and bound by that 

duty.” Paul is saying “because I have received the grace of God through faith in Jesus 

Christ, I owe my life to Him and to others.” Notice Paul doesn’t say I have a huge obligation 

to God. Instead he has a huge obligation to all men. He specifically said that his obligation 

was to the Greeks and the barbarians. In that culture, it was largely the Greeks who were 

the wise, educated, and influential. On the other hand, barbarians were those whose speech 

was rude, rough, and harsh. Compared to the Greeks, the barbarians were seen as 

uneducated, untrained, and foolish. The point is simply that Paul was no respecter of 

persons. Just as Jesus came into the world for all to be saved, He sent Paul out to share the 

Gospel to all, and praise the Lord Paul willingly went and shared with all. It didn’t matter 

if it was one person or a crowd. He shared Jesus. It didn’t matter if it was a king or beggar. 

He simply shared Jesus. I am convinced that the sharing of the Gospel with all men is 

clearly the obligation of every believer, but we must take this obligation seriously. Many 

are living in unbelief and the only thing that separates their soul from hell is this fragile life 

that has been given to them for a fleeting moment. May God help us to realize our debt and 

sacrificially do all that we can to reach those who are spiritually dead. Paul felt an 

obligation to all men, just as we need to feel a burden for the whole world. Paul could not 

be free from his debt until he had told as many people as possible the Good News of 

salvation in Christ. 

B. We Must Seek Opportunities 

Paul had a deep love for the people in Rome and this is seen in his earnest desire to be with 

them and to preach the Gospel to them. In fact, he was so eager to go there and preach that 

he said, “I am eager to preach the Gospel to you.” The Greek word he used for “eager” 

literally means “to be eager with a ready mind.” This means that Paul’s mind was already 

fixed on the task at hand. Paul wasn’t just desiring to go to Rome. He was constantly 

looking for the opportunity to carry this out so that he could speak the Gospel to others.  

Paul was eager to visit Rome so that he could minister there. He didn’t have the eagerness 

of a sightseer excited about the amazing sights and adventures. He didn’t simply have the 

eagerness of seeing family and friends he missed. His key motivation and the focus of his 

excitement was about the opportunity to share the Gospel.  

What I really want us to understand here is that Paul was deliberate and intentional when 

it came to sharing the Gospel in Rome. He desired with eagerness to go to Rome to preach, 

he was ready, and he was looking for the opportunity. But, I wonder, when it comes to us 

sharing the Gospel with others are we like this? Is it important to us? Is sharing the Gospel 

truly our top desire? We all desire to do various things. We desire to see the big game, go 

to dinner, accomplish a task, relax and take a nap, etc. It is interesting to realize that the 

things we desire most we tend to make a way for. The things we desire most we accomplish. 

But, do we truly desire to share the Gospel? Sadly, it seems that most Christians aren’t 

even looking for opportunities to share the good news with others. We seem to live our 

lives thinking, “Well, if God gives me an opportunity to share my testimony then I will do 
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it.” However, with that attitude opportunities rarely, if ever, come. Jesus didn’t call the 

disciples “fishers of men” for the fun of it. Jesus knew that when it comes to reaching 

people we would have to be intentional, deliberate, and strategic. If we are going to catch 

fish, we don’t just hop in the boat and go around the lake and hope the fish jump into the 

boat. That won’t be very successful. Just hanging out in the water won’t bring in the fish. 

If we are going to catch fish we have to do something – we have to fish. We have to be 

intentional. We must look for opportunities and have an eager mind ready to share. 

II. We Should be Confident in the Gospel (vs. 16) 

As we read this statement it is easy to miss the profound thought that Paul is presenting. The culture 

of Rome at that time wasn’t interested in the Gospel at all. The Romans didn’t even appreciate or 

respect the Jews. From their perspective the Gospel was identified with a poor Jewish carpenter 

who had been crucified. Crucifixion was the lowest form of execution that was reserved only for 

criminals. Why should they put their faith in a Jew who was crucified? Why would they even be 

interested in the message? These were the people that Paul was addressing. Rome was a very proud 

city and the Gospel came from Jerusalem, the capital city of one of the little nations that Rome had 

conquered. The Christians of that day weren’t among the elites of the society. They were just 

common people and even slaves. The point is simply that there was no major reason for Rome to 

be remotely interested in the Gospel message. Why would they even care? As Paul desired to go 

to Rome it was almost humorous to think that this common tentmaker would preach in Rome and 

have any success at all. I want us to understand that this was not an easy mission. No doubt, he 

would face conflict. He would face rejection and all sorts of mockery. In fact, it would be in Rome 

where he would eventually die a martyr’s death, but that didn’t deter or discourage Paul. He knew 

the key to eternal life was found in the Gospel, so he refused to be ashamed of the good news of 

Jesus and he persisted in sharing it with others. Let me ask, “Are you ashamed of Gospel? Are you 

confident in the Gospel?” This simple verse gives us at least three reasons that Paul was confident 

in the Gospel.  

A. Be Confident in its Preeminence 

The word “preeminence” describes “the state of being supreme or superior.” Paul 

understood that the Gospel message was far superior to any other message that man might 

give. Why did he feel this way?  

Anytime we study Scripture, we must always consider the context. Look back with me at 

Romans 1:1-4. How does Paul summarize this Gospel? He calls it the Gospel of God. It is 

good news of how God loves all and has made a way for us to know Him. It is the fact that 

all mankind has sinned against God. It is the fact that Jesus Christ came and paid the penalty 

for our sins in our place. It is the truth that He laid down His life on a cross and three days 

later arose from the grave. This was the Gospel of God. The reason this Gospel is 

preeminent is because it came from God. It is not of man. This is what separates the Bible 

from every other religious book. This is what separates Christianity from every other 

religion. Paul clearly understood this and, as a result, knew where his authority came from. 

In that day, any message that had been handed down from Caesar would immediately get 
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the attention of the Romans. This message of the Gospel had been handed down not from 

Caesar or any other human agent, but from the Lord Jesus Himself. Paul wasn’t afraid of 

the Gospel because he knew Who it came from. Remember from 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 

Paul said, “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ 

died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised 

on the third day according to the Scriptures.” We see clearly that Paul didn’t make this up, 

but instead received this message. This begs the question, “When, how, and where did he 

receive this Gospel?” Did someone teach him? Did the disciples get a hold of him and 

educate him? No! Listen to Paul’s own account from Galatians 1:11-12. He said, “For I 

would have you know, brethren, that the Gospel which was preached by me is not 

according to man. For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it 

through a revelation of Jesus Christ.” Paul knew the Gospel was preeminent because it 

came from the Lord Himself.   

**ILL: Many Christians are afraid of sharing their faith and the Gospel with others simply 

because they don’t realize the source of their authority. When I was at Liberty, I was in the 

Campus Pastor’s Office on the morning of September 11. After several things happened I 

was called into a meeting where several leaders were discussing things. Dr. Falwell 

announced that there’d be a prayer service that very afternoon. Then he told myself and 

another office assistant to go to every classroom and make an announcement concerning 

the meeting. So, we did just that. I had been entrusted with an important message that I had 

to deliver to professors, various staff members, and students. I had been given the message 

by the highest physical authority on campus. Therefore, I went all over campus interrupting 

classes and meetings. As I did so, I’d go in and kindly get the attention of the professor. 

Then I’d state who I was, who had sent me, and the message that I had been told to pass 

along. I didn’t have to be afraid of the professor’s response or anything else for that matter 

because of the one who sent me and who’s message I was delivering. My authority gave 

me confidence and reason not to be ashamed or afraid. In the same way, we should have 

confidence knowing that the Gospel is superior to any other message we can share. 

B. Be Confident in its Power   

A second reason to be confident in the Gospel is because it is the power of God. Power 

was the one thing that Rome boasted of the most. People dreaded the Roman empire in that 

day because they were known for their power and force. After all, they were the conquerors 

of the ancient world and had stationed Roman legions everywhere. They certainly had great 

power. However, they didn’t have the power to do what only the Gospel could do. They 

had the power to build kingdoms and destroy kingdoms, but their power could not in any 

way compare to the power of God. Paul wasn’t ashamed because he knew that he was 

taking to Rome the only message that had the power to change men’s lives. He had seen 

the Gospel work in numerous other cities and regions. But even more importantly, Paul 

had personally experienced the power of the Gospel in his own life. Paul could relate to 

the questions, criticisms, and skepticisms of the people of Rome. He understood their 

nature to reject the truth of Jesus. After all, Paul was once in their shoes. He knew what it 
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was like to boast in his flesh. He knew what it was like to think himself good enough to be 

right with God. He knew what it was like to condone and justify his sins. He had done that 

for years. But, that all changed when he met the resurrected Christ. The truth of the Gospel 

had radically changed Paul and made him a new man. In the same way, Paul was confident 

that the Gospel would go to work and change the lives of others. Though the people of 

Rome likely wouldn’t have a Damascus Road experience as he had, Paul was confident 

that the Gospel had the power to move in the lives of people to bring them to the same 

conviction and change.  

Friend, there is no power like the power of God. There are some that have suggested that 

this power of God is where we get the word “dynamite.” And, that is true, but I remind you 

that the power of God doesn’t destroy. The power of God forgives us, cleanses us, changes 

us, and makes us new. Notice what Paul says. He didn’t say that the Gospel is accompanied 

by the power of God. He said specifically that it is the very power of God. Paul wasn’t 

ashamed of the Gospel because he knew that it was the power of God. Friend, is there 

anything God can’t do? Is there anything that He isn’t powerful enough to change? If not, 

then why do we remain silent when it comes to sharing the Gospel? If we believe that God 

has all power and if we believe that the Gospel is the power of God, then surely we will 

share it. I realize that the world may not “get it” and some may think it’s foolish, but those 

who truly know Jesus understand it’s power. 1 Corinthians 1:18 says it well, “For the 

word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved 

it is the power of God.” 

C. Be Confident in its Promise   

The obvious result of the Gospel is salvation. It doesn’t just lead us to joy, peace, 

excitement, hope, purpose, and a mission. It results in salvation. This is the promise of the 

Gospel’s power – it delivers and sets free all who believe. The purpose of the Gospel is not 

simply to present knowledge and facts, but instead to offer grace and lead the sinner to 

experience salvation. “Salvation” in its simplest form means “Deliverance.” It is the Gospel 

that explains how we can be delivered from all our sins. We all need salvation because we 

have all sinned against God. We were sinners and by our guilt were destined to suffer the 

wrath of God, yet when we could do nothing to save ourselves we realized that Jesus has 

done it all. When we put our faith in Him and depend upon Him as the sacrificial atonement 

for our sins, then we are saved and are delivered from the judgment of our sins. The only 

way that salvation could be offered was for a perfect lamb to be sacrificed for the atonement 

of sins. Jesus Christ, the spotless Lamb, was that sacrifice. He gave His life for us and rose 

again, and today offers life to all who believe so that we will be saved. Only He has done 

and can do that for us! Acts 4:12, says it well, “And there is salvation in no one else; for 

there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be 

saved.” 

III. We Should be Compelling with the Gospel (vs. 17-20)   
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Do you remember the passage that we read last week from Luke 14? We read about the Master 

who gave a great banquet. Once the feast was prepared and everything was ready to be enjoyed, 

the Master sent out his servant to invite people to join the Master at the table. The grateful servant 

did just that, but there was still more room at the banquet. Then in verse 23 the Master said to the 

servant, “Go out into the highways and along the hedges, and compel them to come in, so that My 

house may be filled.” The Master commanded the servant to do all that he could to bring in as 

many as he could to fellowship with the Master. From reading the text, we see that it was an urgent 

appeal. The banquet was being offered for a season, but in time there would be no more 

opportunity. Friend, the mission that the Master gave is the same mission that the Lord has given 

us. He has called us to go out into the world with the Gospel to compel men to come to Him.  

A. Compel Them With the Purpose 

Who did Paul say this Gospel was for? This message wasn’t just for the Jews. This message 

was also for the Gentiles. This message of salvation was for all men because all men have 

sinned and need to be saved. Titus 2:11 explains, “For the grace of God has appeared, 

bringing salvation to all men.” The purpose of the Gospel is that all men can learn of the 

grace of God. This gift isn’t for the elite, the proud, the intelligent, the select, the chosen, 

the few.  It is for everyone regardless of race, creed, background, heritage. It is for all. That 

is the very reason Jesus came.  

There is a problem, however. This passage of Scripture says that the wrath of God is 

revealed against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men. That means that God’s wrath 

has been revealed against every act of ungodliness that we have ever committed. How 

many of us at any point in our lives have committed a single act that was ungodly, meaning 

unlike God? The easy answer is all of us. Every single one of us has done numerous things 

that were ungodly. This means that all who are sinners are deserving of God’s wrath. We 

are all deserving of God’s wrath. But, the good news is that when Jesus went to that old 

cross He suffered in our place. He even cried out, “My God, My God, why have You 

forsaken Me?” In that moment of agony on the cross, He was bearing your sins and mine 

and was fully experiencing the wrath of God. The purpose of the Gospel is for people to 

hear and know the truth that we are deserving of God’s wrath because of our sin, but God 

so deeply loved us that He poured out His own wrath on His own Son as a substitute. 

Because He did this, today we can be covered and cleansed by the righteousness of God. 2 

Corinthians 5:21 says it clearly, “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, 

so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” The purpose of the Gospel is 

to reveal that, of ourselves, we are ungodly and unholy and unworthy to stand before God. 

But, through Christ we can be pardoned, forgiven, cleansed, clothed in the righteousness 

of Christ, and through Him brought into the very family of God. What an amazing Savior! 

B. Compel Them With the Priority 

What is the priority? What is the key to being clothed in righteousness? What is the key to 

receiving the Gospel? Look at verse 17, “The righteousness of God is revealed from faith 

to faith.” The word “reveal” means “to uncover what has been hidden.” God’s 
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righteousness is revealed through faith in Christ. Paul is reminding us of how a person is 

saved. It is not by good works. It is not by a certain level of behavior. It is not by family 

heritage. We are saved simply by believing in Jesus to be our Lord and Savior.  

Friends, please never forget the power of the Gospel. It is man’s greatest need. John 

Phillips summarized it well, “The world does not need a better system of education, more 

social reform, or new ideas in religion. It needs the Gospel. The Gospel message grips the 

mind, stabs the conscience, warms the heart, saves the soul, and sanctifies the entire life. It 

can make drunken men sober, crooked men straight, and immoral men pure. It is a message 

sufficient to transform the life of any, and all, who believe.”  

 

 


