
Series: Go Fish! 

“The Priority of the Gospel” 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

This morning we are in the third week of a new study called “Go Fish!” When I say, “Go fish,” I 

wonder what comes to mind. Some of us likely think of the childhood card game that we have 

played with friends or family where we strive to get matching cards. Others of us likely think of 

the process of going fishing. This is exactly what I think of when I hear the statement. One of my 

favorite statements to hear from my kids or my friends is, “Let’s go fish.” I enjoy getting outdoors, 

getting in a boat, going to a river, finding a good pond, and taking a few hours to catch as many 

fish as I can. Growing up in Alabama, this was a way life and I have many fond memories of 

fishing. While I would love to spend a lot of time telling you fishing stories, that is not why we 

have gathered today. And, truthfully, I guarantee that my fishing stories may be amusing, but I 

assure you that they would not be life changing.  

The fishing that we are talking about here today and throughout the course of this series is fishing 

for men. Jesus took the common practice of fishing and radically transformed its meaning when 

He called His first disciples. According to Matthew 4:19, Mark 1:17, and Luke 5:10b, Jesus 

specifically called them saying, “Do not fear, from now on you will be catching men.” So, Jesus 

addresses these fishermen where they are in their trade and occupation of exerting effort and 

energy into catching fish and then says, “Guys, follow Me, and I will give your life greater purpose 

and meaning. Follow me, and I will teach you to catch men so that their lives are changed forever.” 

The picture for them and for us is powerful and dramatic. Last week we started by asking the 

question, “Who are you fishing for?” I challenge you throughout this study to continue adding to 

your list. I challenge you, just like the disciple Matthew, to be intentional about reaching out to 

your friends, relatives, associates, and neighbors. Many of you are already doing this and you’re 

wondering, “What next?” Today is going to answer that very question. 

The thing I want us to see this morning is how we are to fish for men. The very moment that we 

commit our lives to follow Jesus we are commissioned to fish for men. We should be very 

intentional about reaching out to our sphere of influence just as Matthew did. But, we then find 

that there is a single key to catching men – sharing the Gospel. Sharing the Gospel is something 

that is intimidating to most. According to the topic of the book we are reading in small groups, it 

is something that freaks people out. But does it have to freak us out? Does it have to be such a 

daunting task? In many ways, we have complicated the “Gospel” message. We often tend to 

complicate the Gospel and make it a list of do’s and don’ts. We also often allow ourselves to get 

so worked up about the potential outcomes that we are paralyzed in fear, but this doesn’t have to 

be the case. It all boils down to the Gospel.  

So, what is the Gospel?  The Word “Gospel” literally means “Good News.” The word is used 93x’s 

in the New Testament alone. The Gospel is the Good News of how we can be restored to God. 

From its Greek origin we get our English words “evangelism or evangelist.” It is interesting and 

important that we see this as “Good News.” What do you do with good news? You share it. 
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Truthfully, if it’s truly good news you couldn’t keep it silent if you wanted to. **ILL: Getting a 

job, getting engaged, winning a game, losing a tooth, etc. If it’s truly good news it can’t be 

contained. This is what the Gospel is. It is the good news of Jesus Christ. What role does the Gospel 

play in helping us fish for men? According to the Apostle Paul, it is the absolute most important 

facet of us fishing for men. 

Read Text 

I want you to consider for a moment who is penning these words. Of course, the Holy Spirit is 

giving direction, but He is speaking these truths through the Apostle Paul. Paul had become a 

dynamic witness for Christ. He would later be known as the greatest missionary who has ever 

lived. The purpose for him writing 1 Corinthians was to correct several errors in the church. There 

were many things wrong with this body of believers, but one of the key problems is that due to 

poor theology they had become internally focused instead of being missionally focused. As a 

result, they had all sorts of chaos and confusion in the body. Paul wrote this portion to correct the 

theology and to direct the people to their mission. Here is the expert evangelist telling us what is 

important. Don’t miss it. What does he say is the absolute most important part of fishing for men? 

In Verse 3 he explains, “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received.” In 

other words, this is the most important thing you need to know, apply, and share. What he was 

about to say was the most important thing he could say. What was the most important thing? Was 

it politics, sports, weather, pets, kids, hobbies, community life, etc? These things can all be vehicles 

to get to the main thing, but Paul clearly says the most important thing is the Gospel – the Good 

News of Jesus Christ.  

I. The Points of the Gospel (vs. 3-4)   

It needs to be clearly stated that the Gospel is very simple. We tend to complicate it by our 

vocabulary and words. We tend to complicate it with man-made religions and traditions. But the 

Gospel is very simple. Paul specifically tells us that there are 3 main components to the Gospel: 

Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection. Say that with me. It is important for us to understand its 

simplicity and to speak it regularly to ourselves. Principle #2 from author Alvin Reid is, “In order 

to share Jesus confidently and consistently with others, first share Him confidently and consistently 

with yourself.” The Gospel has three main components.  

A. Jesus Died for Our Sins 

As simple as this is, we need to be reminded that Jesus clearly lived and clearly died on the 

cross for our sins. In our culture today, there are some who say that Jesus never really died. 

There have been those through the years that have made alternate theories. They say that 

Christ didn’t really die and that He only swooned on the cross. The “swoon theory” says 

that Jesus passed out and was put in the tomb. In the cool of the tomb He supposedly 

revived. He then managed to escape from the tomb and elude the guards. He found a hiding 

place somewhere and then waited for the third day to show Himself to be alive. But, please 

understand this morning that Jesus did literally die. Think about it for a moment and 

consider all the people involved: The Roman soldiers were the ones who carried out the 

orders to crucify Christ. These were soldiers proven in battle. Not only did they know 
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death, they also knew that the penalty of an error in the matter of crucifixion would cost 

them their own lives. They wouldn’t dare admit that He got away because they would be 

killed. The death of Jesus was public so the soldiers wouldn’t dare to not fulfill their duties. 

Besides this, their orders were so clear that they were commanded to speed up the process 

of crucifixion by breaking the legs of the men on the cross. When they came to Jesus, He 

was already dead. Instead they thrust a spear into His side and blood and water came from 

His side. It was literal medical proof that He was dead. The Pharisees and the Sanhedrin 

court knew that Jesus was dead. Remember, these were His enemies. They were so 

convinced of His death that they went to Pilate, the governor, and said, “This man is dead, 

but He said that He would rise again so please make sure that you put a seal over the tomb 

and guards to watch it.” They were convinced of His death and even more believing in the 

potential resurrection than His own disciples. Jesus’ own Disciples were also convinced 

of His death. To them, Jesus did not die alone. When He died, because they didn’t 

understand all that Jesus had taught them, so too did their hopes and dreams. They ran in 

fear that the people would do to them as they had already done to Jesus. Think of Jesus’ 

body. If He actually did revive in the tomb, how was He able to undo all of the bandages 

that had been placed on Him and leave them nicely organized as if He had never been in 

them at all? Since every bone was out of joint, and He had sustained massive blood loss, 

and excruciating pain, how then did He have the strength to roll back the massive stone, 

flee from the watching guards, and escape in the night? The thought is completely 

ridiculous. The point is that the death of Jesus isn’t a fictitious story. It is a truth and a fact 

that has ultimately changed the whole world.  

But, notice this key to the Gospel. It isn’t just that Jesus died, but that He died for our sins. 

He was doing this for us, for all humanity. Romans 3:21-23, “But now apart from the Law 

the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the 

Prophets, even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who 

believe; for there is no distinction; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

He is saying God doesn’t see Jew or Gentile. He doesn’t see black or white. He doesn’t see 

rich or poor. He sees us as sinners. We are either sinners saved by His grace or we are 

sinners who still stand condemned. We’re all sinners because we’ve all sinned against God. 

Even if we’ve only committed just one sin in our lives, then we are still a sinner. 1 John 

1:8-10 says, “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not 

in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar 

and His word is not in us.” Friend, whether we like it or not all mankind, without 

distinction, has been found guilty before God. We are all sinners who are incapable of 

saving ourselves. And Jesus graciously and willingly came to give His life for us who are 

sinners. Romans 5:8 says it well, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 

while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  

B. Jesus Was Buried 
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It is important for us to know that Jesus died for our sins, but it is also important to know 

that He was buried. This, of course, is simply another evidence that this really happened. 

In Isaiah 53:9 Isaiah prophesied, “His grave was assigned with wicked men, yet He was 

with a rich man in His death, because He had done no violence, nor was there any deceit 

in His mouth.” This is exactly what happened nearly six hundred years later. Two of the 

most influential men in the country, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, were men of 

great wealth. These men along with Mary were certainly convinced of His death. Joseph 

and Nicodemus prepared the body for burial as Mary and some other ladies witnessed it all 

and most likely even helped. It wasn’t an easy thing to remove the dead body from a cross. 

They would have removed Him as lovingly and carefully as possible. The body must be 

washed first and then dried. Next, the embalming ointment was massaged over the body. 

After this, spices were applied as the body was covered in linen cloth. Can you imagine 

Jesus’ own mother preparing His body for burial if she wasn’t completely convinced that 

He was dead? It is inconceivable. They witnessed His death, prepared His body for burial, 

then carefully placed His body in the tomb where it was sealed and guarded by the Roman 

authorities. It’s a fact. He died and He was buried. 

C. Jesus Rose Again from the Grave 

These are three simple points: Jesus died for our sins, He was buried, and on the third day 

He rose again from the grave. Paul says it is simply, but this point is amazing. Early that 

morning on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were going to 

look at the grave. They quickly found out that the angel of the Lord had descended from 

heaven, and had come and rolled back the stone from the door and sat upon it. The angel 

had come to show the world the evidence of the resurrection by an open and empty tomb. 

The angel didn’t care about the governor’s imperial seal that had been placed on the stone. 

The Bible says that the angel’s appearance was like lightning and his clothing was white 

as snow. The guards were so terrified at the sight of this angel that they literally fell at the 

angel’s feet as if they were dead. So, when the women finally arrived at the tomb you can 

imagine both their surprise and fear. The angel, knowing that they had come to see the 

grave, said in Matthew 28:5b-6a, “Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for 

Jesus who has been crucified. He is not here, for He has risen, JUST AS HE SAID.” But I 

like the way this angel put it. “But since you came to see the grave, why don’t you come 

on in and see the place that He was lying?” Can you imagine the sight as they looked in 

that tomb? They saw only the linen clothes laying there. It was obvious Jesus was 

previously dead, but He was now risen. 

Please understand the significance. The empty tomb separates Christianity from all the 

world’s other religions. None of the false faiths have a true answer to the reality of death. 

No other religious leader can point to an empty tomb. Siddhartha Gautame, the founder of 

Buddhism, died and was buried in 483 B.C. Muhammed, the founder of Islam and regarded 

by Muslims as the last prophet of God, died in 632. These false leaders remain dead. But 

that is not the case with Jesus.  According to Paul, the entire life of Jesus would have been 

in vain if the final part of the Gospel hadn’t occurred. All of eternity hinges on this one fact 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prophet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_in_Islam
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– there is an empty tomb. How do we know that the Gospel is true? Of all the people who 

have ever died in the history of the world, how do we know that Jesus’ death satisfied the 

demands of a Holy God? How do we know that Jesus’ death sufficiently paid the price for 

all sins? We know because He alone was raised back to life and remains alive today. These 

are the simple points of the Gospel: Jesus died for our sins, was buried, and rose again 

from the grave.  

II. The Proof of the Gospel (vs. 3-9)    

The Gospel is very simple, but we must always remember that the Gospel is also substantiated. In 

other words, this isn’t fairy-tale, legend, fantasy, or conspiracy. It is a fact. The truth has been 

verified. Christianity isn’t based upon one’s feelings or even beliefs. It is based upon facts. We 

often hear people talking about their different “views” or “perspectives” on life and religion. 

However, these truths of Christ are not a matter of one’s perspectives, views, or opinions. The 

death, burial, and resurrection of Christ are absolute facts that demand a verdict in our life. Paul 

gives us several of the evidences that show that the Gospel is fact.  

A. The Fulfilled Prophecies 

The news of the Gospel was not a secret, hidden work of God. This didn’t happen in private 

for nobody to witness. We see this through two primary vehicles. First, the prophecies of 

the Old Testament openly reveal this. We are directed to this in 1 Corinthians 15. Twice in 

verses 3-4 Paul reminds us that the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus was completed 

“according to the Scriptures.” We often assume that he is referring to the New Testament, 

but we must remember that the New Testament wasn’t even completed yet. When Paul 

said this he was referring specifically to the Old Testament, which was the openly received 

Scriptures of Paul’s day. In other words, all of the Old Testament, which had been 

completed hundreds of years earlier, foretold of a coming Messiah who would suffer for 

the sins of His people and would raise again from the grave. For example, listen to Isaiah 

53:3-6. Who is this describing? What is it describing? This is a clear reference to the 

suffering that the Messiah would face as He lays down His life to die. This was prophesied 

600 years before the birth of Jesus. Can you imagine prophesying of anything in detail that 

will occur in 600 years from now? Can you imagine it being detailed and precise, occurring 

exactly as you state? It is humanly impossible apart from the plan of God. However, this 

wasn’t the end. Look now at Isaiah 53:10-12. We see that after the suffering Messiah died, 

it was foretold that He would have life again where His days would be prolonged, He would 

see His “offspring”, where He would be satisfied and would share the spoils of victory with 

those who come to Him. In other words, the OT prophecies also spoke of the resurrection. 

In fact, the very first prophecy in all the Bible is found in Genesis 3:15 where God says to 

the serpent, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and 

her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel.” Here we 

find that Satan would bruise the heel of the Son of God. However, the Son of God would 

crush the head of Satan. This is direct revelation that Jesus would die, but would soon raise 

again in victory and would crush the enemy. There are numerous prophecies in the Old 

Testament that all pointed to the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus.  
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But, there is still more to the story. Even Jesus Himself foretold what He had come to do. 

He said plainly over and over again that He had come to seek and save those who were 

lost. He had told His disciples on numerous occasions that He would suffer and die. But, 

He also publicly told them that He would rise from the dead. John 2:18-22, “The Jews 

then said to Him, ‘What sign do You show us as your authority for doing these things?’ 

Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews 

then said, ‘It took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three 

days?’ But He was speaking of the temple of His body. So when He was raised from the 

dead, His disciples remembered that He said this; and they believed the Scripture and the 

word which Jesus had spoken.” If that wasn’t clear enough listen to Jesus’ words in 

Matthew 12:38-40, “Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Him, ‘Teacher, we 

want to see a sign from You.’ But He answered and said to them, ‘An evil and adulterous 

generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the 

prophet; for just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, 

so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” Jesus was 

clearly showing here that He would only be in the grave for three days, but after that would 

arise. This is a powerful proof of the Gospel. It happened just as He said it would.  

B. The Personal Eye-Witness Accounts 

Paul next shows us that Jesus appeared to many different eye-witnesses. IOW: Jesus arose 

from the grave and then went to them and interacted with them. He walked with them, 

talked with them, laughed with them, and even ate with them. When a person has died, 

they can’t talk or interact. They certainly cannot walk or suddenly appear or sit down and 

eat a meal. Jesus did all these things because He was no longer dead. He was alive. So 

profound were these events that Acts 1:3 simply says, “To these He also presented Himself 

alive after His suffering, by many CONVINCING PROOFS, appearing to them over a 

period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.” This 

wasn’t a one-time event. This wasn’t some mass hallucination. This was daily revealing 

himself to people over a forty day period. Notice who Paul lists.  

Cephas – This is Peter. Peter had a private and personal conversation with the Lord after 

He arose (Luke 24:34). Additionally, Peter was also with Jesus on the shore of the Sea of 

Galilee when Jesus asked him if he really loved Him. So strong was Peter’s conviction that 

in Acts 2:32, just less than two months after Jesus’ death, he boldly announced, “This Jesus 

God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses.”  

The disciples - The disciples had been told by the women already and by the people on the 

road to Emmaus that Jesus had risen again. But sadly, Jesus’ own disciples had been 

doubtful and unbelieving. In fact, the Gospel of Luke says that they thought this was all 

nonsense. It was ridiculous to think that someone could come to life after death. If they had 

truly believed Jesus, they would’ve been at that tomb expecting something to happen. 

Instead they were hiding in sorrow, fear, and doubt. John 20:19-28 records that the 

disciples were gathered together in fear of the Jews, and Jesus came and stood in their 

presence and said, “Peace be with you.” Then Jesus showed them both His hands and His 
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side. The disciples rejoiced when they had seen the Lord. They became excited and then 

Jesus asked for some food. He was hungry, so He ate in their midst. The proof was clear, 

Jesus was alive. The disciples had been convinced that Jesus had died and now they were 

convinced that Jesus had risen again. 

500 witnesses at one time – Who can fathom the thought? There were more witnesses that 

Jesus arose from the grave than there are witnesses that you are sitting in this building right 

now. I love how Paul explains it. He says specifically of the 500 witnesses that most of 

them were still living. Some had already passed away, but most were living. He’s saying, 

“These people are still living. Go ask them about it. Ask them what they saw and heard. 

Ask them how they know for sure.” In fact, this is one of the great proofs of the 

resurrection. The story of the resurrection didn’t start circling years and years after its 

occurrence. The truth began to circulate the very day it occurred. Mankind for centuries 

has tried to rewrite history, but no amount of rewriting can change what actually occurred.  

The very day Jesus arose, the truth began to circulate. And literally within two months the 

hundreds of followers of Christ would be empowered as bold witnesses all throughout the 

region.  

James – This is Jesus’ own brother. Sometimes the people who give us the hardest time is 

our family. James had previously doubted Jesus, but it is certainly true now that James had 

witnessed the resurrected Christ he was convinced that Jesus is Lord. So strong was his 

conviction that Jesus was Lord that James, the brother of Jesus, would gratefully call 

himself in James 1:1 a bondservant of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Paul himself so strongly doubted and disbelieved Jesus that he sought to destroy anyone 

who professed to be a believer in Jesus. But Jesus also appeared to him after His 

resurrection. So strong was Paul’s conviction that he wrote this letter and many others 

stating loudly and clearly, “Christ has been raised from the dead.”  

What did these eye-witnesses receive for their accounts? A sum of money? No. Respect 

from the masses? No. Great positions in the community? No. They did not do this for what 

they could receive. They simply shared this because it was true. John Phillips paints the 

picture saying, “They declared in Jerusalem that He had risen from the dead, and 

straightaway men began to hale them to prison, and to put them to death. Those of them 

who survived bore the same testimony. They were so full of the conviction of it that they 

went into distant countries to tell the story of Jesus and His resurrection from the dead.”  

C. The Radical Transformations 

I believe that one of the most powerful evidences of the Gospel is found in the way that 

each of these lives were changed. I asked you last week, “Have you been changed by 

Jesus?” The reality is that you can’t have a personal encounter with Jesus and not be 

changed. I agree with Alvin Reid who said, “People need to hear the message of the 

Gospel; they also need to see its remarkable change.” For each of these individuals, it was 

their encounter with Jesus after He had risen again that fully convinced them of Who He 

was and brought amazing change to their lives. Think of the people: 
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Peter - This is the very one who denied Jesus three times in fear just days earlier. But, after 

the resurrection he boldly stood and preached about Jesus on the day of Pentecost. Listen 

to this excerpt from his sermon in Acts 2:22-24, “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus 

the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which 

God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know – this Man, 

delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross 

by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. But God raised Him up again, putting 

an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.” How 

did he get the confidence to stand up and proclaim this and where did he get the courage? 

He got all this through the transformation that occurred when he was convinced of the 

resurrection. 

The Disciples - They had fled in fear after Jesus’ death. They scattered like scared sheep. 

But after His resurrection, they would go throughout the entire world preaching the truth 

about Who Jesus is. Most of them would eventually die a martyrs’ death. Why? Because 

they were transformed by the resurrection.  

James - This is the very brother who had doubted and refused to believe in Jesus. He was 

so radically changed by the resurrection that he spent the rest of his life committed to 

serving Jesus by ministering in the church at Jerusalem, sharing openly about the truth of 

Jesus. He was even used by the Lord to write a book of the Bible.  

Paul - This is the vessel that God is using to give this message. His story is very interesting. 

He had been so convinced that Jesus was a fraud that he had spent years doing everything 

that he could to persecute and kill Christians. Listen to his own words from Acts 22:3-8. 

Do you see what happened? No wonder Paul calls himself the least of the apostles and not 

even fit to be called one. He encountered Jesus after He had risen from the grave and it 

changed him. He was so radically changed that he went from being a persecutor to a 

preacher, a murderer to a minister. That is the power and the proof of the resurrection.  

III. The Proclamation of the Gospel (vs. 10-11)  

We have seen that the Gospel is simple and that it is substantiated, but we also see that it must be 

shared. Paul describes the sharing of the Gospel in one word, “Labor.” As a missionary to the 

Gentiles who faced all sorts of trials and difficulties, Paul states, “I labored more than all of them.” 

This is not an arrogant statement because Paul even clarifies that it wasn’t about him, but about 

the grace of God with him. He went to a lost people in need of the Gospel. This work demanded 

great grace, but God’s grace is always more than enough. As a result, he saw countless people 

receive the Gospel and believe in Jesus as Lord. Please let that word “labor” sink in for a moment. 

We are being conditioned in our culture to want everything to be easy. But, God never said it 

would be easy. There is a reason that Jesus called fishermen. They were hard workers. And Jesus 

is still looking for laborers in the work of sharing the Gospel. John 4:35 Jesus explained, “Do you 

not say, ‘There are yet four months, and then comes the harvest’? Behold I say to you, ‘Lift up 

your eyes and look on the fields, that they are white for harvest’.” Do we see the picture? The 

fields are ready for the harvest, so we must get to work. Get to work doing what? Sharing the 
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Gospel of course. Look at verse 11. Paul says, “Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so 

you believed.” Who in your life do you want to believe in Jesus? Who in your life do you want to 

see saved and changed? Romans 10:17 explains, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by 

the word of Christ.” They have no chance to believe if they don’t hear. But the good news is that 

God has placed someone in their life as a missionary to share the Good News with them. That 

missionary is you and me. We must recognize our priority and commit ourselves to be obedient. 

 

 


