
“There Is Hope” 

1 Peter 1:3-9 

On the morning of May 23, 1939, the American submarine USS Squalus was preparing for a 

routine dive off the coast of New Hampshire. The submarine and the crew had already successfully 

completed 18 dives in the days leading up to this moment. With much anticipation and hope of 

another successful mission, the captain gave the command and the dive began. Upon their descent, 

however, something went tragically wrong. They had an unexpected catastrophic engine 

malfunction. As a result, the submarine began to sink quickly. Within a matter of seconds, the 

submarine was 243 feet deep and water was coming into the vessel. There were 59 men trapped 

on board who could do nothing but wait. Experts were called in from all over the country trying to 

find any solution possible to rescue these men. With every minute that passed, the crew had less 

and less oxygen. It was a desperate situation. Over 24 hours passed and there was still no solution. 

Working against the clock, rescue teams attempted to reach the submarine with a rescue pod. As 

they tried to connect the pod to the submarine, they could hear the sailors tapping on the submarine 

walls. With no other way to communicate with the rescue team, the sailors who were trapped had 

begun communicating their messages through Morse code by tapping on the walls of the 

submarine. As the rescuers listened to the taps on the wall, they began to piece together the 

desperate cry of the trapped men. While the water was dripping in and the oxygen was leaving and 

26 of the crew members had already drowned, here is the important question that the sailors were 

asking through Morse code: “Is there any hope?” The answer to that question was the difference 

between life and death. Is there any hope? 

I believe this is the same question that many people are asking still today. Everywhere we look in 

our world today we see brokenness. We see it in our country, in government, in our workplaces, 

our families, and even in our own personal lives. This is not what God intended for our world. This 

is not what He wanted for us. God created Adam and Eve and placed them in the Garden of Eden. 

He created them to enjoy a perfect relationship with Him. He created them to enjoy a fulfilling 

relationship with one another. He created them to work diligently without pain or heartache. In 

fact, everything was perfect in the Garden of Eden. There was no pain, no sorrow, no disease or 

death. God intended for things to be this way. He gave Adam clear instructions to preserve this 

wonderful life and relationship. He even warned Adam, “From any tree of the garden you may eat 

freely; but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that 

you eat from it you will surely die.” (Genesis 2:16-17) In other words, God told Adam that if he 

obeyed there would be blessing, but if he disobeyed there would be destruction and death. Adam 

knew exactly what to do. I imagine he thought he was fine and would have no problem obeying 

God’s command. However, at an opportune time and in a subtle way Satan went to Adam and Eve 

and deceived them. Before long Eve and Adam had disobeyed God. They thought they knew better 

than God, so they rebelled against Him and did their own thing. They chose their own path and 

immediately experienced the pain of that decision. The Bible makes it clear that, as a result of sin, 

there was an immediate division between the husband and wife. They were no longer able to stay 

in the Garden of Eden. Their relationship with one another would be a struggle. Adam’s work 

would now be difficult. His relationship with God would now be different. And, sadly, they would 
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now experience destruction and death. Truthfully, we are still seeing the evidences of this today. 

Romans 5:12 sums it up, “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death 

through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned.”  

We have all sinned against God and have, at some level, seen the brokenness that it has caused. It 

is because of sin that we have death and diseases in the world today. It is because of sin that we 

have disasters and tragedies and all sorts of difficulties. It is because of sin that we have so many 

broken relationships and overwhelming pains. Some of us today can relate to the question that was 

asked by the sailors. Like the sailors, we may feel like we are taking on water, we’re sinking, we’re 

finding it difficult to keep our head above water. We are wondering and questioning, “Is there any 

hope?” Some are looking at their marriage that is on life-support and they are wondering, “Is there 

any hope?” Some are thinking about their addiction. They have tried to quit a hundred times and 

have vowed to quit. They know that it is affecting them and many others, but they just can’t beat 

it. They wonder, “Is there any hope?” Some are in situations that they never thought they would 

be in. Life has turned out so differently than they expected, and they are overwhelmed by the 

weight of it all. They are asking, “Is there any hope?” Some have had someone die unexpectedly 

and they are grieving and wondering how they can move forward and they question, “Is there any 

hope?” Perhaps there is a single mom who is working overtime to be mom and dad to her kids and 

doing all she can to take good care of them, but she is overwhelmed and struggling and thinking, 

“Is there any hope?” There are some who have been so hurt by others that they don’t know how to 

forgive and move forward. They are constantly living with the deep wounds that never seem to 

heal and they want to know, “Is there any hope?”  

This morning I have amazing news for you. The overwhelming clear answer from God is, “Yes, 

there is hope!” This hope is not founded in this world. This hope is not focused on one’s possession 

or bank accounts. This hope is not focused on relationships and Facebook friends. The fact is that 

many people try many things to get out of their brokenness. People try to find hope in friendships, 

sex, education, money, marriage, popularity, job promotions, alcohol, and maybe even drugs. But, 

none of these things offer hope. None of these things can get you out of your brokenness. There is 

only One Person who can do that. There is only One way that you can have hope. There is only 

One place to turn – to Jesus. He is the hope of the world. Jesus was perfect. He was the Son of 

God. Yet, because of His mercy He left heaven and came to this world to enter our brokenness. 

He literally bore our sins and our pain and our brokenness and our death on the cross. He gave His 

life as a substitute for you and me. He took our punishment upon Himself. But, that isn’t even the 

best part. The best part is that God proved that Jesus’ sacrifice was accepted because three days 

later He raised Jesus from the dead. When Jesus came out of the grave, He emphatically declared 

that He is Lord over all. He emphatically demonstrated that He is greater than our sin, greater than 

our struggles, greater than our circumstances, greater than our suffering, and greater than our 

sorrows. He is Lord and all who believe in Him have hope no matter what we face in this broken 

world. For all who believe in Jesus – THERE IS HOPE! 

Read Text 

Perhaps you have never fully understood why the resurrection of Jesus is so important. Some look 

at it as a historical event and wonder, “What’s the big deal?” Some look at it with skepticism and 
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wonder, “How do we really know that this happened? How can we be sure?” Some look at Easter 

only through the lens of our culture and think only of the Easter bunny and candy. Others look at 

it as a time of remembrance and tradition. They get together with family, dress in their best to go 

to church, and enjoy a big meal. But Easter is so much more than that. Easter, for us, is the 

celebration of the greatest moment in human history, because what Jesus did in that moment has 

implications for everyone. What happened over 2,000 years ago still has the power to change our 

lives today. What happened over 2,000 years ago can bring salvation to your soul and hope to your 

life.  

It is important to point out that the Scripture doesn’t just say that we have hope. It says that we 

have a living hope. Often when people think of the word “hope” they are thinking of some wish 

or desire or “hope-so” feeling. We often think of it as an emotion that comes and goes. This hope 

in Scripture, though, is referring to a confidence and certainty that we have. If Jesus had not risen 

from the grave, there would be no reason for hope at all. But because He rose again, we have the 

confidence and assurance that He is Who He said He is and His Word is true. Verse three tells us 

specifically that the hope we have in Christ is a living hope. This means it is a living, vibrant, 

dynamic, life-giving hope. It is a living hope because it is grounded in God’s living Word and it is 

made possible by the living Son of God who rose from the dead. This living hope gives us life and 

perspective regardless of what we face on this earth. “This life of hope finds its anchor in the One 

who is alive even now; it is not a product of human wishes, and it is not contingent upon the 

passing and perishing hopes of this timebound world. This living hope is based on the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ!” Warren Wiersbe 

If you get one thing this morning, I hope it will be this – The resurrection of Jesus means there is 

hope for all! There is much confusion today about Easter. **ILL: Little girl. What is Easter? It’s 

when Jesus comes out of the tomb…and if He sees His shadow it means that we have 7 more 

weeks of winter. The clear message of the resurrection is that Jesus came out of the tomb and 

offers every one of us life and hope. In fact, this is the emphasis of this portion of Scripture. God 

is showing us how we can walk in hope while we live in a broken world. This morning as we look 

at the text, I want to explain four reasons that we have a living hope.  

I. We Have a Living Hope Because of God’s Provision (vs. 4)        

The emphasis in these first two points is on what God has done for us. Peter is explaining the 

amazing gift of salvation. Salvation means “deliverance, rescue.” There are many people who will 

try to earn God’s salvation, but not a single one of us can rescue ourselves from our own sin. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 says clearly, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 

yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.” We can’t save 

ourselves. When a patient is deathly ill, he can’t cure himself. He can’t change his situation. He 

must go to the doctor for help. He needs the doctor’s help for a cure. The same is true spiritually. 

When we are spiritually dead in our sins, we must look to God for the cure. So many of us try to 

depend on what we can do. But, notice what God says in verse 4. This salvation has already been 

provided for you. The healing for your brokenness is already available to you. The cleansing from 

your sin and filth is already made possible for you.  



4 
 

Notice what he says in verse 4. He is referring to salvation as an inheritance. An inheritance is 

something that isn’t earned. It’s something that is simply given from one to another, usually 

through the death of someone. **ILL: Has someone ever left you an inheritance or something of 

significance? My first guitar was given to me by Grandpa Pitzer. I valued it and cherished it 

because in his death he clearly stated that he wanted me to have it. Through the death of Jesus 

Christ, He has offered an inheritance, but please understand that it isn’t for just the few. He has 

made it possible for every single person, regardless of race, sex, age, background, past, present, 

social standing, etc. – everyone can experience this inheritance, this salvation. Peter is showing us 

that no matter what we face in this world, it can’t change the fact that we have a divine, heavenly 

inheritance awaiting us in the future. This heavenly inheritance is so much better than anything 

that this world has to offer. This world’s best is nothing compared to the glory we will experience 

in the future.  

I love how Peter describes this inheritance that God has provided. He says this salvation is 

“imperishable”, which means that nothing can ruin it or destroy it. He says that it is “undefiled”, 

meaning that it cannot be stained, tainted, or cheapened in any way. And it “will not fade away”, 

meaning that it will never grow old or wear out because it is eternal. In other words, it isn’t 

temporary. The Bible says that this amazing inheritance is reserved in heaven for us. This is 

speaking of an action that has already been done. It’s a gift that has already been provided.  

The question is, “Have you made your reservation?”  

II. We Have a Living Hope Because of God’s Power (vs. 5)  

The emphasis, again, here in verse 5 is on how God continues to work on our behalf. How often 

have we felt defeated because of our past? How often have we been discouraged by our bad habits 

and hang-ups? How often have we been overwhelmed by the addictions that keep us enslaved? 

How often have we been paralyzed by fear of the unknown? How often have we been so deeply 

hurt that we allowed bitterness to creep in? How often have we faced hardships in various 

relationships that have caused us to feel lonely and rejected? How often have we been burdened 

with grief and heartache? The reality is that we have all faced these things. But because Jesus rose 

again from the grave, we realize that He has power over the grave. Think of all that He faced. He 

faced loneliness, isolation, rejection, ridicule, suffering, false accusations, sin, pain, heartache, 

grief, etc. Listen to the sobering commentary from Isaiah 53:1-6 (show text). The point is that 

every one of our problems that we have faced Jesus bore in His body on the cross. He gave His 

life as a substitute in our place. But, here is the best part. Three days later He rose again. He 

conquered death. In fact, He conquered everything that He carried. He had the power to conquer 

loneliness, anxiety, fear, rejection, sin, brokenness. And this list goes on. This is the resurrection 

power. And the Bible says that the same power that raised Jesus from the dead is now in us. Listen 

to Paul’s explanation in Ephesians 1:18-21 (show text).  

We have a living hope because of the power of God. In verse 5 of our text we see specifically that 

God’s power is working to protect our inheritance. The word for “protect” here is a military word 

which means to “keep, guard, and shield.” The tense of the verb means that as a believer I am 

constantly being kept and guarded by the power of God, assuring me that I will one day be with 
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Him in heaven. The same power that raised Jesus from the dead is protecting my eternal life. Listen 

to the words of Scripture in Romans 8:35-39, “Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 

tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Just as it is 

written, ‘For your sake we are being put to death all day long; we were considered as sheep to be 

slaughtered.’ But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. For 

I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  I am not kept by own power, 

but by the power and faithfulness of Almighty God. My faith in Christ has so united me to Him 

that His power now guards me and guides me and assures me of my future salvation. What a 

comfort to know that no matter what we face, what we experience, what we go through, my soul 

and salvation are protected by the power of God. His power is greater than my sin, so He can set 

me free. His power is greater than my sorrows, so He can give me comfort and help. His power is 

greater than my suffering, so I can trust His plan and purpose. His power is greater than my 

struggles, so I have confidence that in my weakness He will be strong. We have a living hope 

because of the power of God. 

The question is, “Whose power are you relying on?”  

III. We Have a Living Hope Because of God’s Peace (vs. 6-8)  

There is a subtle shift here. Now Peter focuses on what God is doing in us. To be clear, none of us 

like going through trials and difficulties. It is encouraging to know that God is greater than our 

trials, but that still doesn’t mean that we want them. However, it’s important for us to realize that 

even in the middle of the trials we have a living hope because of what God does through us in 

these times. This hope gives us peace even when facing impossible situations. Philippians 4:4, 6-

7 commands, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! Be anxious for nothing, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds 

in Christ Jesus.” It is interesting to see that Peter had this same hope. It is on the basis of this hope 

that he too says, “In this greatly rejoice.” We can rejoice and have peace when we realize that we 

are protected by the power of God.  

Peter here describes the “distress” that trials bring. The word that he used meant “heaviness from 

grief or pain.” Then he called them “various trials.” This could sum up just about every problem 

or pain that we face in life. In other words, Peter is showing us that there are all kinds of difficulties 

that can bring us a heaviness of grief or pain. Many of us have been there before. There are certainly 

difficult experiences in life. But, for the believer, these things don’t have to rob you of joy. These 

things don’t have to overwhelm you. Because Jesus rose again and is Lord, we can actually have 

confident assurance in the midst of the trials. We can have peace when we walk through the storms. 

In fact, Peter says, “Greatly rejoice.” That may sound crazy to us, but God gives us such a living 

hope that we can rejoice even in the middle of our trials. In fact, Peter said the end result would be 

such great joy that it is unexplainable and full of glory. It will be obvious that only God could do 

such an amazing work in your heart and life.  
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We can rejoice that our trials on this earth are temporary and that God will lead us through. Peter 

said, “Rejoice, even though now for a little while, you have been distressed by various trials.” But, 

that isn’t all. God never wastes a trial. When we go through them, as painful as they may be, we 

have the confident assurance that God is molding us and shaping us and, even greater, that He will 

work it together for glory in the future. The Apostle Paul clearly understood this. In 2 Corinthians 

4:16-18 he said, “Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our 

inner man is being renewed day by day. For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an 

eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we look not at the things which are 

seen, but at the things which are not seen, for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things 

which are not seen are eternal.” When we live our lives with an eternal perspective it is amazing 

to see how minor the temporary things of the earth become. The bigger our view of God, the 

smaller everything else will be. It is encouraging to know that no matter how bad things may get 

in this world, nothing can undo what God has already done for me. No matter what may come 

against me or no matter what circumstance comes upon me, nothing can change what God has 

done in me.  

The question to consider is simply, “Are you trusting God with your life?” You will never 

have true peace until you do.  

IV. We Have a Living Hope Because of God’s Promise (vs. 9)  

Again, the emphasis here is on what God is doing in you. Notice the summary statement of verse 

9. God has done all of this with the promise that our souls can be saved. Please understand what 

God is doing here is offering every single one of us a gift. He is promising us that we can be saved. 

We don’t deserve this gift. We can’t earn this gift. Verse 3 tells us that He has offered this solely 

because of mercy. In other words, we don’t deserve it. God didn’t offer this because we are so 

good. He offers this based on His mercy. We were like the sailors, stuck in the depths of our sin 

with no hope of saving ourselves. But, while we were in that state, God did the unthinkable. Jesus 

came down into our sin, our mess, and our brokenness and He made a way out. He provided 

Himself in our place so that we might go free. He gave His life so that we might have life. Romans 

5:6, 8-10 says it well, “For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly…But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 

died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the 

wrath of God through Him. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the 

death of His Son, MUCH MORE, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.”  

How can you experience this living hope? How can you experience God’s mercy? How can you 

experience God’s salvation? There is only way. Jesus Himself was asked this question in John 3. 

There was a religious teacher named Nicodemus who came to Jesus with a question. Nicodemus 

said, “Jesus, we know that You have come from God. Nobody can do the signs and wonders that 

You have done. Nobody has the authority that You have.” Though Nicodemus was a good man, 

he knew that something was still missing. He had religion, but he didn’t have a relationship with 

God. He had a standard of living, but he didn’t have this living hope. He knew there was more to 

life than just trying to be good. Jesus then said to him, “Nicodemus, you must be born again. Unless 

you are born again you will not see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus asked what all of us would 
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have asked. He said, “What do you mean ‘born again’? How can a man be born again when he is 

old? He can’t go back into his mother’s womb.” Jesus then explained that just as man had a 

physical beginning when he was born from his mother’s womb, in the same way a man must be 

born spiritually. How does this happen? Jesus said it simply in John 3:16-18, “For God so loved 

the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever ____________ in Him shall not 

perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but 

that the world might be saved through Him. He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does 

not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten 

Son of God.”  

Let me ask you this morning, “Do you have a living hope? Do you have complete assurance that 

you have been saved? Do you have victory over sin in your life today? Do you have a complete 

sense of peace today? Are you completely confident that there is a reservation awaiting you in 

heaven?” The only way that we can have all these things is by believing in Jesus and calling upon 

Him.  

**ILL: Going to get a haircut. We called and made a reservation. I believed that they would take 

us in, so we went, and walked right in. We never worried, fretted, or had anxiety. We had assurance 

that we would be received and taken care of. At the same time there was a man who was there, 

sitting quietly in his chair. He seemed kind. He said, “Hello,” as we walked in. Immediately upon 

walking in the girl called my son’s name. When this happened, the man became angry. He got up 

and began to complain and argue with the receptionist. He said, “What? I’ve been waiting here for 

over an hour. I haven’t gotten upset. I’ve been kind. I’ve welcomed people when they came in the 

door. I deserve a spot. Why are all these other people getting in?” The receptionist was visibly 

shaken, but she tried to remain calm. She looked at him and said, “Sir, all I know to tell you is that 

these people all called ahead. They all made a reservation.”  

There are some here today who are going through life doing their own thing who have convinced 

themselves that when they stand before God they might just have done enough good to get into 

heaven. There are some here today who are going through life thinking that being kind and nice is 

enough to experience salvation. There are some here today that think they can write their own rules 

and do whatever they want and feel that God owes them something. But friend, the only way we 

can experience the gift of salvation and the living hope of the resurrection is by believing in Jesus 

and calling upon Him. Romans 10:9, 13 says it plainly, “If you confess with your mouth Jesus as 

Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved…for whoever 

will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

 

 

 


