
Christianity in Exile: Sustaining Faith in a Hostile World 
Trust in the Sovereign God 

Daniel 3:1-30 
Intro: Across the world today, our brothers and sisters in Christ are being 
driven from their homes, tortured, raped, brutalized and murdered for no 
other reason than they are followers of Jesus Christ.  On the Korean 
peninsula, there is an area known as the DMZ that is 2.5 miles wide and it 
serves as a buffer between North & South Korea including their allies.  
Behind the soldiers on the North Korean side are some of the most deplorable 
conditions for any person who isn’t fully supportive of the communist 
leadership.  Food deprivation, forced labor, sexual violence, systematic 
torture and public executions all happen with regularity.  They are known for 
putting people of any faith in prison camps called kwan-li-so, where some are 

eventually killed for their beliefs.  For years, North Korea has been at the top 
of the World Watch List, a ranking of 50 countries where Christians are most 
persecuted.  If a North Korean is caught with a Bible or is suspected of 
having any contact with South Korean or Chinese Christians, he or she may 
be shot.  North Korean police are trained to travel to China, posing as 
refugees and infiltrating churches there to discover contacts in the North 
Korean underground church.  They create mock prayer meetings to catch 
and murder North Korean Christians. 
 

“According to the U.S. State Department, Christians are the most widely 
persecuted religious group in the world, facing some form of persecution in 
more than 60 different countries currently.”  David Platt, IMB President 

 
“Two hundred million Christians live under a daily threat of imprisonment or 
torture; twice as many reside where laws discriminate against them.  
Persecution is the global norm.  Americans are the anomaly.”  J. Paul Nyquist 
 
American Christians have enjoyed, for nearly 250 years, relative freedom 

from persecution.  We have escaped because, for the most part, our society 
historically embraced and promoted some biblical values.  Our founding 
fathers created a constitution that placed religious freedom as the first 
freedom given by God to all people, everywhere.  But, will it always be so? 
 

“Our Judeo-Christian heritage that gave us the freedoms we have enjoyed is 
for the most part gone, and in its place is an intolerant form of humanism that 
can boast of one victory after another.  The ‘culture war’ we used to speak 
about appears to be over, and we have lost.”  Dr. Erwin Lutzer 
 
“Our society is caught up in a powerful windstorm that has already caused 
massive destruction, with the full impact yet to come…Now, at 91 years of age, 
I believe the storm clouds are darker than they have ever been.  The world has 
dramatically changed.”  Dr. Billy Graham 
 
Question? Are we headed toward the kind of persecution our North Korean 
brothers and sisters face?  If so, how long will it take?  How do we prepare? 

 
Answer:  Persecution is societal marginalization of believers with a view to 
eliminating their voice & influence.  While physical torture/execution may 

indeed happen to American Christians one day, it appears far more likely 
that we will experience relational estrangement, victimization, job loss and 
general marginalization much sooner than that. 
 

“Whether we like it or not, American Christians have gone from a so-called 
Moral Majority to a Prophetic Minority.”  Dr. Russell Moore 
 
How do we respond? Thankfully, the Bible has a great deal to say on the 
subject of persecution, pain and trials in the life of a follower of Jesus.  Over 
the next 6 weeks the scriptures, as well as heroes from church history, will 
encourage us. 
 

“Yes, and all who desire to live Godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.”  
2 Timothy 3:12 
 

“You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.”  2 
Timothy 2:3 
 
First Example: 3 Hebrew (Jewish) young men in Daniel chapter 3 give us 
insight on how to sustain faith in an increasingly hostile world.  Shadrach, 
Meshack, and Abednego were among the Israelites deported to Babylon by 
King Nebuchadnezzar in 605 BC when he sacked Jerusalem.  Along with a 
guy named Daniel, they received 3 years of special training to prepare them 
for the king’s service.  They were immigrants, who had served the king very 
well, and were now provincial governors with all the privileges that brings. 
 
Text & Prop: Three Observations on the Sovereign God from Daniel 3:1-30 
 

I. The Sovereign God Establishes all Leadership – 1-7 

 

Romans 13 Explains Fundamental Truths about Government: 

 Governmental Authorities are Appointed by God: “There is no 

authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed 
by God.” Romans 13:1 

 

To Pilot: “Jesus answered, ‘You could have no power at all against Me unless 
it had been given you from above.’”  John 19:11 
 

 
God is the source of all authority.  This is true for both an oppressive 
dictatorship as a Western democracy.  Presidents to Dog-Catchers! 
 

 Governmental Authorities Exist to Punish Evildoers: “Therefore 
whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those 

who resist will bring judgment on themselves.”  Rom 13:2 
 
“The purpose of civil punishment is not only to prevent further wrongdoing, but 
also to carry out God’s wrath on wrongdoing, and that this will include 
bringing actual punishment – that is, some kind of pain or hardship to the 
wrongdoer, a punishment that is appropriate to the crime committed.”  Wayne 
Grudem 



 Governmental Authorities Exist to Reward those who do Good: 

“For rulers are not a terror to good works , but to evil.  Do you want to 
be unafraid of the authority?  Do what is good, and you will have 
praise from the same.”  Rom 13:3 

 
Refers to all citizens who promote a peaceable, quite life beneficial to all. 
 

“Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.”  1 
Timothy 2:1-2 
 

 Governmental Authorities are Servants of God: “For he is God’s 

minister to you for good.  But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not 
bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute 
wrath on him who practices evil.”  Romans 13:4 

 
Note: Everyone in a position of responsibility is God’s servant and they will 
give an account to God one day.  Nebuchadnezzar was appointed by God to 
punish evil, reward goodness and serve God.  But, he was an unjust ruler.  
How do we respond when our leaders attempt to force us to do evil? 
 

II. The Sovereign God Allows Persecution – 8-18 

 
Note: This egomaniac demands everybody in the kingdom worship his 90 feet 
tall, 9 foot wide golden statue.  Most likely, the furnace that was used to melt 
& mold the gold was close by on the plains of Dura. The choice: Bow or Burn! 
 
Accusation: There were 3 accusations levied against the 3 Hebrews: 1) They 
didn’t regard the king, 2) They didn’t serve the king’s Gods & 3) They didn’t 
worship the golden image.  They were guilty on 2 of the 3. 
 

“Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego answered and said to the king, ‘O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter.  If that is the 
case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king.  But if not, let it be 
known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the 
gold image which you have set up.’”  Daniel 3:16-18 
 
In order to endure persecution, we must understand 2 things about God: 

 God is Omnipotent: They clearly tell the king that their God is able 

 God is Sovereign: They clearly tell the king that God may not save 

them from the furnace. 

 
“God is sovereign.  He is not obligated to rescue them.  He never promised to 
save any believer who faces death for obedience to His word.”  J. Paul 
Nyquist 
 
Trans: It might be the sovereign will of Almighty God for you and I to go 
through the fires of persecution.  However, there is one thing we must know: 
 

III. The Sovereign God is in Absolute Control – 19-30 

Note: God doesn’t save them “from” the fires, He protects them “in” the fires.  
There is a great deal to notice about this protection: 

 The only thing burning was their shackles: They were thrown in 

bound, they were now walking around loosed. 

 The fire that killed soldiers at the mouth of the furnace, didn’t 
touch Shadrach, Meshach or Abed-Nego in the furnace: Divine 
protection from the flames kept them from even smelling like smoke. 

 The Son of God joined them in the furnace: I can’t promise you 

that God will deliver you from persecution in the coming years, but I 
can absolutely promise you that Jesus will “never leave you, and 

never forsake you!” 
 

Concl: We have enjoyed something that the vast majority of Christians 
throughout history and throughout the globe have not: Freedom to Worship, 
Serve and Share Jesus.  It would be naive to think that this freedom will 

continue forever.  Especially considering the words of Jesus: 
 

“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you.  If you 
were of the world, the world would love its own.  Yet because you are not of 
the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.  
Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his 
master.’  If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.”  
John 15:18-20 
 

“When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.”  Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 
The time to decide is now.  Will you trust in the Sovereign God no matter 
what?  Are you willing to lose a few friends, your social standing, your job or 
even someone in your family in order to obey and follow Jesus?  The world is 
growing increasingly hostile to Christ and His followers, will your faith fade 
away or will it be sustained? 
 

“A faith that can’t be tested can’t be trusted.”  Warren Wiersbe 
 

Trust in the Sovereign God 

Reading List 
Monday: Romans 13:1-14 
Tuesday: Daniel 3:1-30 
Wednesday: John 15:1-27 
Thursday: Daniel 6:1-26 
Friday: 2 Timothy 3:1-16 
Saturday: James 1:12 
Sunday: Romans 8:31-39 


