
“Unshaken in Our Character” 

Psalm 15:1-2 

Last week we began a new series of sermons called “Unshaken.” Through this study we are looking 

closely at one of the psalms of David – Psalm 15. All throughout God’s Word it is crystal clear 

that God wants us to be unshaken and unwavering in our faith. Yes, the storms of life hit us all. 

Yes, we all battle our own moments of pressure and temptation. But, God calls us to stand firm, 

unshaken in the midst of all these things. In fact, He not only calls us, but He empowers us and 

enables to stand firm in Him. This is clearly the first key to standing unshaken. Jesus said that the 

wise man is the one who anchors their life in Him. David wanted to know who would stand 

unshaken. When this life is over, who will be in the presence of God? Even in the storms of life 

today, who will enjoy close fellowship with God? The first key that we discovered last week is 

that those who stand unshaken are those who have a relationship with the Lord. God didn’t explain 

that to David in Psalm 15 because He didn’t have to. David already had a relationship with the 

Lord. This relationship is the basis of everything David asked God and the basis for everything 

God directed him to in His answer. See, David was already knowing God and pursuing His heart. 

Literally the Bible tells us of David that he was the “man after God’s own heart.” He knew God, 

loved God, and pursued knowing Him more. Without question, to stand unshaken we must first 

have a personal relationship with God.  

The second key for us to realize is that a relationship with God is not stagnant. It is living and, as 

a result, it is either growing or declining. The one who stands strong in their faith is the one who 

recognizes that it is a living, active relationship. In other words, our faith isn’t to be a historical 

thing where we focus on what took place years ago, months ago, or even days ago. Nor is it to 

simply be a stagnant thing where we only focus on our faith as if it is a state of being. Charles 

Spurgeon said it well, “Stale godliness is ungodliness. Let our religion be as warm, and constant, 

and natural as the flow of blood in our veins. A living God must be served in a living way.” The 

point is that our faith is to be living and growing. Please understand that we are saved by faith 

alone, but true saving faith is never alone. We are saved the very moment that we confess our sin 

and by faith confess Jesus to be our Lord and Savior. That is saving faith! However, when we have 

soul-saving, life-changing faith we will begin to grow. It will lead us to grow in the Lord and in 

His likeness. In fact, I would even say that as we live out our salvation, God will lead us and show 

us areas that He wants us to grow. 2 Peter 1:5-10 even commands it saying, “Now for this very 

reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply (add) moral excellence, and in your moral 

excellence, knowledge, and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, 

perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and 

in your brotherly kindness, love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render 

you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks 

these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins. 

Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; 

for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble.” God is saying, “Stay focused, 

keep growing, and you will stand strong, unshaken.” This reality is completely in line with what 

we see from David in Psalm 15.   
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Show Text 

People are remembered in many different ways. Some are remembered for various actions or 

significant achievements. Some are remembered for their personality. Some are remembered for 

what was important to them. Many of us still today remember David as “the man after God’s own 

heart.” There is little reason to wonder why he had such a title. Right off the bat in this passage we 

see why. David asks, “O Lord, who may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy hill?” 

David asked this question because He loved the Lord and he desired to know Him better and 

fellowship with Him in a deeper way. David’s primary ambition was to dwell in the presence of 

the Lord. We see this clearly throughout most of his life. For example, in Psalm 27:4, when he 

was in the desert running for his life, he declared, “One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I 

shall seek: That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty 

of the Lord and to meditate in His temple.” In time of circumstance his top priority, his main desire 

was to dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of his life. In spite of difficulty, he knew that the 

Lord was everything he needed. The Lord was his strength. The Lord was his salvation. People 

often wondered about the source for David’s courage and confidence. The answer is seen here 

through his private devotion and obedience to God. Even when the enemy was coming against 

him, he took time to fellowship with the Lord and get directions from Him. At that time David was 

exiled, running for his life. He was living in the wilderness of Judea, away from the sanctuary of 

the Lord, but he was still able to enter into fellowship with God. In other words, he couldn’t 

actually go to the literal house the Lord, but he could make a place of worship right where he was 

at. He could experience the presence of the Lord right then and there. And notice, David says that 

he wanted to stay in that place for the rest of his life, all the days of his life. It can be easy for us 

to do the same when things are going wrong in our lives, but when things get better we often say, 

“Thank you Lord for getting me through it. Now, I’ll call you back when I need something else.” 

**ILL: We end up treating God like He is our divine waiter. We tell Him what we want and then 

we say, “We’ll take it from here.” And then the only other times we call for Him is when something 

has gone wrong again. David, however, wasn’t this way. In today’s text, David was in a victorious 

moment of his life. He’s not running from the enemy right now. Everything was going well for 

him at the time, yet his priority and ambition are still the same. He asks, “O Lord, who may abide 

in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy hill?” IOW: It was the chief thing on His mind. He 

wanted to abide in the Lord’s tent. He wanted to dwell on the Lord’s holy hill. Simply put, David 

was saying, “God, above all things I want to dwell in Your presence and enjoy fellowship with 

You all the days of my life.” David has asked the Lord one of the most important questions, “Who 

can dwell in Your presence now and for all eternity?” And the Lord answers back with a powerful 

answer. Now as we look at this we must be aware that God is not giving us a prescription for being 

saved. He’s not saying, “If you do these things then you will be saved.” He is giving a description 

of the one who is saved. He is saying that if you are a Christian, then here is what it should look 

like. So, God is describing how saved people ought to live if they want to please Him and 

fellowship with Him. In verse 2, God gives us three key characteristics of the person who enjoys 

close fellowship with Him and stands unshaken. I will list them as actions.  

I. We Should be Blameless in Our Walk (vs. 2a) 
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Our translation says, “He who walks with integrity.” Integrity is a virtue that all understand but 

few seem to apply. But, God clearly wants us to walk with integrity. What is integrity? There are 

many definitions. C.S. Lewis said that “Integrity is doing the right things even when no one is 

watching.” I like the way that Tony Dungy defined integrity. He said, “Integrity is the choice 

between what is convenient and what is right.” Others have described it as the person who is the 

same in private as they are in public. When we think of integrity we think of people with character. 

They live their life with conviction about what is right and what is wrong. Even in moments of 

temptation, because of their convictions, they do the right thing. This idea of character and integrity 

seems to be a missing ingredient in many lives. The idea of character has become so uncommon 

they have even made a show about it called “What Would You Do?” where they provide awkward 

and difficult situations and wait to see how people respond. They are watching to see who will do 

the right thing, even if nobody else is watching.  

**ILL: Betty Watts, 75-year-old grandmother from Tennessee, found a purse with two pictures, 

a few items of jewelry, and $97,000 cash in her bathroom stall at Cracker Barrel. What would you 

do? 

**ILL: Josh Ferrin of Utah bought an old home to fix up and sell. As he was finishing up the job, 

he noticed a hidden compartment in the ceiling of the garage. When he opened it, he found WWII 

ammunition boxes. When he opened them he found rolls of cash tied up with twine. In total, there 

was over $45,000. What would you do?  

The point is, when nobody else is looking, what would you do? I remind us all in these moments 

that God is always watching. I remember being a kid and thinking that I could look to the right or 

left and could discern whether or not mom or dad would see me do something I shouldn’t, but I 

rarely had the insight to ever look up and realize that God was always watching. Many times we 

are the same way. We look to the right or to the left to see who may be watching, but the truth is 

that God is always watching. He doesn’t miss a single thing. He calls us to live a life of integrity. 

Another way of saying that is found in other translations. To walk with integrity, we should live 

daily aiming to be blameless in our walk. The idea of walking blamelessly is that our actions and 

lifestyle is upright and above reproach. The background of the word used here for “blameless” is 

most interesting. In the Old Testament when someone brought a sacrifice to God, he would find a 

full-grown ram, one of his prize breeding stock, to offer. He would look over it with his eyes then 

run his hands over it to make sure that it had no hidden blemish. He would take it to the priest, 

who would also give it a careful examination. Only a perfect sacrifice was acceptable to be offered 

to God. It is this process of examination to which this word “blameless” refers. What David is 

saying here, then, is that if we are going to daily dwell in the Lord’s presence and have fellowship 

with Him, we must examine ourselves to make sure that there is nothing unclean in our lives that 

would hinder us from being close to God. But, it isn’t enough to merely examine our own selves. 

Remember, the person bringing the sacrifice would inspect the offering, but then he brought it to 

the priest. The Bible says that Jesus is our great High Priest. So, not only do we examine ourselves, 

but we ask Jesus to examine us and reveal to us anything that we need to repent of or anything that 

we need to change. David modeled this well in Psalm 139:23-24, “Search me, O God, and know 

my heart; Try me and know my anxious thoughts; And see if there be any hurtful way in me, and 
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lead me in the everlasting way.” David knew that God desired for him to live with integrity, so 

David accepted this personally as his own desire as well. We see this encouraged also in Psalm 

119:1-3, “How blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the Lord. How 

blessed are those who observe His testimonies, who seek Him with all their heart. They also do no 

unrighteousness; they walk in His ways.”  

If we are going to live our lives above reproach with Godly character we must examine ourselves. 

But we must also understand that the word “blameless” doesn’t mean sinless. Nobody on earth is 

sinless. Being a blameless person of integrity has to do with sound character, integrity, and 

obedience to God. It is at this point where the analogy breaks down. In the Old Testament the 

sinners brought their own spotless lambs for the sacrifice. This they did repeatedly as they 

continued to sin and fall short of God’s holiness. If there was a blemish on the lamb they brought, 

their offering was rejected and their sin remained with them. Today we don’t have to bring a lamb 

to be made right with God because He has already provided a Lamb – His Son. And Jesus’ sacrifice 

wasn’t rejected. He was spotless, without any blemish or sin, and because of this He was the only 

sufficient sacrifice for our sins. And the way that we are made clean is by turning to Him. 1 John 

1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness.” Christians, we are to live our lives above reproach because God is holy 

and we should walk in His holiness. We should also live above reproach so that we present a clear 

picture of Who Jesus is to the world around us. We are to be blameless and innocent, living a life 

of integrity. This doesn’t mean that we are to be perfect, but it does mean that we are wise about 

how we live our life. May our walk be blameless and full of integrity! Who will dwell in the 

presence of the Lord now and forever more? He who walks with integrity. 

II. We Should be Righteous in Our Works (vs. 2b) 

We see here a second evidence of the one who enjoys fellowship with God – he works 

righteousness. This phrase, if taken out of context, can cause many misunderstandings. Now, some 

may look at that and say, “Well, I’ve got that covered. I do good to people all the time. I do 

righteous works.” Please understand that good works done for others doesn’t mean that the works 

themselves are righteous. You can be Oprah Winfrey and give billions to charitable causes and 

still not have righteous works. Also, some might look at that and ask, “So, can I gain God’s 

righteousness by my works?” Again the answer is, “No, that is not what this text is saying.” To 

clear it up, let’s look at two important aspects of righteousness.  

A. The Requirement of Righteousness 

This first point isn’t very encouraging, but it is true. There is not a single one of us here 

today who is righteous in and of ourselves. Romans 3:10-12 tells us the grim diagnosis of 

mankind, “As it is written, ‘There is none righteous, not even one; there is none who 

understands, there is none who seeks for God; all have turned aside, together they have 

become useless; there is none who does good, there is not even one.’ ” That is you and I. 

That is all mankind. Who can dwell in the presence of the Lord? He whose works are 

righteous. But there is a clear problem. Without God’s intervention in our lives we are 

unrighteous. As a result, because we aren’t righteous, our works can’t be righteous. It is 
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completely impossible. However, while we are unrighteous, God is righteous. He is holy. 

He is perfect. He is sinless. Even though He didn’t have to, God looked at our 

unrighteousness and had compassion on us. When we deserved nothing but His wrath and 

judgment, God showed mercy on us and sent His Son to be a sacrifice in our place. And, 

guess what, because Jesus and the Father are One, Jesus is perfect. He is righteous. He is 

spotless. He was righteous, but He willingly went to the cross and bore our unrighteousness 

so that we could be cleansed and changed and created into a brand new person. Romans 

5:18-21 says it well, “So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to 

all men, even so through one act of RIGHTEOUSNESS there resulted justification of life 

to all men. For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, even 

so through the obedience of the One the many will be made RIGHTEOUS. The Law came 

in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the 

more, so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through 

RIGHTEOUSNESS to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” In other words, we can 

now be accepted by God! Hallelujah! We can be made righteous! Hallelujah! But how? 

Romans 4:20-25 (speaking of Abraham) says, “With respect to the promise of God, he did 

not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully assured 

that what God had promised, He was able also to perform. Therefore it was also credited 

to him as RIGHTEOUSNESS. Now not for his sake only was it written that it was credited 

to him, but for our sake also, to whom it will be credited, as those who believe in Him 

who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, He who was delivered over because of our 

transgressions, and was raised because of our justification.” 2 Corinthians 5:21 sums it up 

well, “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become 

the righteousness of God in Him.”  

B. The Result of Righteousness 

If we have experienced the righteousness of Christ, then it will naturally result in righteous 

works. What we are determines what we do. If we are righteous in Christ, then we are going 

to seek the things of Him that please Him. Ephesians 2:10 reminds us, “For we are His 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so 

that we would walk in them.” As we grow in our walk with the Lord, He will work in us 

and through us the things that He desires. He will reveal His will and His works one step 

at a time. And as we obey, we grow more and more in Him. It really is a point of surrender. 

When we respond to Jesus and say, “Here is my life, take it and use it,” we are saying, 

“Lord, I die to self and I live for you.” That is the truth Paul was speaking to the religious 

leaders of his day in Romans 6:12-13, “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body 

so that you obey its lusts, and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as 

instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, 

and your members as instruments of RIGHTEOUSNESS to God.” The result of being 

clothed in the righteousness of Christ is that it will lead us to right living. We will live our 

lives with the aim of rejecting anything that is not of the Lord and committing ourselves to 

the things that we are certain are of the Lord.  
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III. We Should be Truthful in Our Words (vs. 2c) 

How does the righteous man speak? He speaks the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 

This is easily understood. Ephesians 4:22-25 says, “That, in reference to your former manner of 

life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and 

that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of 

God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. Therefore, laying aside 

FALSEHOOD, speak TRUTH each one of you with his neighbor, for we are members of one 

another.” The idea is that not only are we to speak the truth, we are to avoid even the appearance 

and suggestion of things that we know are false. This points us to two simple steps that we must 

take if we are to be unshaken in our character. I believe that both of these are the key to living a 

life of character and integrity.  

A. We Must be Disciplined to Study the Truth 

When it comes to dealing with temptations in life, when it comes to dealing with the various 

pressures that we all face, when it comes to making decisions, when it comes to seeking 

God’s will – in all these things we must know the truth. And what is the truth? In John 17 

Jesus is praying to the Father and He is sharing His concerns for His disciples as they live 

in this fallen world. As He prayed, He clearly understood the struggles that they would face 

and the attacks that would come against them. He knew how the enemy would try to shake 

them and turn them the other direction. Listen to what Jesus said. He prayed in verses 15-

17, “I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. 

They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; Your 

word is TRUTH.” In other words, God’s Word is the truth that we must study and seek to 

apply to our lives. Psalm 119:9 says it well, “How can a young man keep his way pure? 

By keeping it according to Your word.” There is no way that we can speak the truth if we 

do not first know the truth. We must be disciplined to study God’s Word so we know what 

He says on every matter of life. The key question is not, “What is popular? What do the 

experts say? How do I feel? What do I like? What is easiest?” The key question is, “What 

does God say?” He is truth and His Word is truth and without His Word we will not know 

either.  

B. We Must be Disciplined to Speak the Truth in Our Hearts 

Notice specifically that it isn’t just that the righteous person speaks the truth. Notice where 

the truth is directed. The righteous man or woman speaks the truth to himself. He speaks 

the truth in his heart. Why does a righteous man do this? Because he recognizes, according 

to Jeremiah 17:9, “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who 

can understand it?” If we live our lives based upon our heart and our emotions, we’ll go 

down just about every path but the right one. Our hearts can deceive us so quickly. The 

world often says, “Follow your heart. It will lead you and guide you. Trust your heart. It 

will never be wrong.” But God says, “Child, follow Me. Your heart will mislead you. Trust 

Me, I will never leave you or forsake you.” Friends, our heart can convince us of so many 

things that aren’t right. It can convince us that we aren’t useful to the kingdom, that it’s 
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better for us to sit than to serve. Our heart can convince us that we don’t get enough 

recognition. It can convince us that nobody loves us. Our heart will convince us that this 

area of temptation is really no big deal. Our heart will convince us that it is just a glance, 

it’s not like it’s really lust. Our heart will convince us that it’s just a friendly relationship, 

it’s not like it’s an affair. Our heart will convince us that many things are ok when God has 

said, “Don’t do that. Don’t go there.” Our heart will lie to us and lead us astray. One of the 

reasons that we need each other in close fellowship is so that others can step in and speak 

the hard truth that we need to hear so that we aren’t going along with the desires of our 

heart. It is impossible to live a life of integrity without this practice of speaking the truth in 

our hearts.  

What is God’s promise to those who live their lives with Godly character? He tells us in 

verse 5, “He who does things will never be shaken.” 

In closing, I want to remind us that all of this is founded on a relationship with God through Jesus 

Christ. Without a relationship with Him, you can strive to do these things and you might see 

yourself as very moral, but moral doesn’t mean that you are saved and forgiven of your sins. That 

can only happen by believing in Jesus and confessing Him to be the Lord of your life. If you have 

not yet made that decision, there is no greater decision you could ever make. Won’t you receive 

Him as Lord today? If you have, I encourage you to keep growing in your faith and daily study the 

truth, speak it constantly in your heart so that you can be the man or woman of character that the 

Father desires you to be. 


