
“Unshaken” 

Psalm 15; Matthew 7:21-27 

This morning we are beginning a new sermon series through one of the psalms of David – Psalm 

15. As we recall, David lived in a very tumultuous time in Israel’s history. It seems that at every 

turn of his life there was political strife, international uncertainty, family rivalries and divisions at 

home, and temptations abounding everywhere he turned. He lived in a very unstable world. While 

there is much that has changed in the world since that time, it is interesting to note that mankind 

still hasn’t changed and much about our culture hasn’t changed either. We are still broken people 

living in a broken world in need of a gracious Savior to save us and make us new. But, I remind 

you today that being rescued from our sins doesn’t mean that everything is now easy, or that 

everything is even good. The truth is, as we live in this fallen world, we will face trials and 

difficulties. And, as long as we are here we will continue to experience much of the same that 

David experienced – political strife, international uncertainty, rivalries and divisions all around us, 

temptations and sinful struggles that grab our attention, and the list goes on. The fact is that there 

are many things that can shake us in our faith if we aren’t prepared.  

God wants us to be unshaken in our faith. The word “unshaken” means “not disturbed, steadfast, 

and unwavering.” It means that our faith is strong and isn’t moved. However, unwavering faith 

isn’t just automatic. Just because we have demonstrated faith in the past in a given situation doesn’t 

mean that we will have unshaken faith in the future. The fact is that in our human nature we are 

just like sheep who are prone to wander. We are prone to stray and get off track. We see this 

illustrated in the book of Revelation in chapters 2-3. God gives us the account of 7 specific 

churches who had done great things for Him. In all but one of the churches, they had honored God 

for a season, but in each case there were things that they were wavering in and God had to address 

the issues. The point is that God wants our faith to be strong and unwavering.  

I imagine that most of us here today can relate to this. Most of us know someone who once lived 

for the Lord. They were strong in their faith, resolute in their convictions, and seemed to have 

everything together, but somewhere along the way they lost their focus, lost their joy, and today 

it’s been years since you’ve heard from them. Even as I make that statement, my mind is full of 

illustrations of friends, neighbors, family members, and even colleagues who were once passionate 

and vocal about their faith in Jesus, but today, there is little evidence that this ever took place. In 

many cases they have faced some difficulties and challenges along the way. Something happened 

that shook them, and today they are far away from where they once were. They have been shaken. 

Have you ever been there? I wonder, is that you today? Are you struggling in your faith? Are you 

facing overwhelming trials and not sure what to do? Are you aware of others who are struggling? 

We live in a real world with real problems. How will you persevere? How will you stand firm 

when you face the trials and tests of life? How will you help others stand strong?  

David faced many trials. He faced many battles and overwhelming situations. He was certainly far 

from perfect and learned many lessons the hard way, but in Psalm 15 the “man after God’s own 

heart” reveals to us several key evidences of a person who is truly a child of God and then he 
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speaks a profound promise that we need to hear this morning so that we stand firm in our faith, 

unshaken.   

SHOW TEXTS 

As we start off the text, we see David asking an interesting question. He asks, “O Lord, who may 

abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy hill?” Now remember, at this point the temple 

was not built. The “tent” was referring to where David would go to meet with God. He is speaking 

about God’s presence. Then he speaks about God’s holy hill. He was speaking about the place 

where God dwelled. He is asking God a question, “Who will be in Your presence for all eternity? 

Who will be in heaven with You, God?” Notice, David understands clearly that not everyone 

would be there. But, he also understood that God desires for people to be with Him for eternity. 

As soon as the question is asked, God gives David direction to understand the answer. God gives 

David a description of what the righteous man or woman looks like. How do they behave? What 

do they do? How do they live their lives? How do they treat others? God isn’t giving us a list of 

things that we must do to be saved, but He is clearly giving us a list of characteristics that are 

evident in those who are truly saved. After God answers the question about who will enjoy His 

fellowship, He makes a closing statement that holds great promise for all of us here today. God 

declares, “He who does these things will not be shaken.” Those who know God have security and 

stability and have no reason to fear. His promise to believers is that they are firmly grounded on 

His promises and have no reason to be anxious or afraid.  

It is important for us to know that the Godly life that David described is also paralleled by Jesus’ 

teaching of the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 7:21-27. Jesus sheds further light on how we can 

stand strong and not be shaken by the various circumstances of life. As we look closely at the text, 

I believe we should recognize and commit to three primary actions so that we can stand strong in 

the faith.  

I. We Must Anchor Our Life on Jesus Christ (Matthew 7:21-23) 

We all understand what an anchor is. When a boat needs to be stabilized and secured, it needs an 

anchor. When the ship is right where the captain wants it to be, he lowers the anchor to go down 

deep and provide a foundation for the vessel. The main reason a ship needs an anchor is so that it 

is not blown off course or into the rocks or reefs nearby that could cause destruction. Even in a 

calm and smooth harbor a boat needs an anchor to keep from drifting and hitting something which 

would cause it to sink. We all need an anchor for our lives that will help us withstand the various 

things that we face in life. There are many things that people connect their lives to as an anchor, 

but there is only One who is a sure anchor for all – Jesus. Because He lived a sinless life, died a 

substitutionary death in our place, and rose again from the grave He has offered hope, victory, and 

security to all who believe in Him. Hebrews 6:19-20a says it this way, “This hope we have as an 

anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil, where Jesus 

has entered as a forerunner for us.” The word for “sure” means that it doesn’t slip, fade, or waver. 

In other words, Jesus has gone before us and has made a way for us, that no matter what we face 

and go through, we can stand strong in Him. He is our anchor. He is the One who keeps us from 

drifting off course. He is the One who brings stability and security to us, especially when the waves 
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of life are choppy. He is the firm foundation that we must build our lives upon. 1 Peter 2:5-7 says, 

“You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer 

up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For this is contained in Scripture, 

‘Behold, I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious cornerstone, and he who believes in Him will not 

be disappointed.’ This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who disbelieve, 

‘The stone which the builders rejected, this became the very cornerstone.’ ” In other words, God 

the Father has established the fact for all eternity that Jesus Christ alone is the cornerstone, the 

anchor for our life. He is the Rock that we must build upon and every other thing is shifting sand. 

Friend, Christ is the only Rock you can build your life upon. Everything else will fall short. 

Everything else will fail when it is tested and judged. We see this clearly in our text this morning. 

So, how can we be sure that Christ is our anchor? Matthew 7:21-23 explains.  

A. By Receiving Him as Lord 

Jesus here tells us a sobering truth. There are many who profess to know Jesus as Lord, but 

one’s mere profession doesn’t mean that they are saved. In this case, Jesus is speaking of 

false prophets. These were moral people. These were people who had an outward 

appearance of Godliness. But, the key word here is “outward.” They were focused on the 

external while God was focused on the internal. They trusted in the anchor of religion. 

They joined the local congregation. They sought for positions of leadership. They taught 

as often as they could. They introduced their ideas and ideologies. Because they anchored 

their life in religion, they found another anchor in righteous works. They worked diligently 

for their cause. They prophesied, cast out demons, and even somehow worked various 

miracles. But, the key thing to point out here is what was missing. Apparently, they were 

doing all the things they did from their own selfish motives. Jesus called them out and said, 

“You call me Lord, but you aren’t living that out. You aren’t proving that I am your Lord. 

If I was truly your Lord, you would do the will of My Father.” Jesus had to address the 

same thing in Luke 6:46 by asking, “Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do 

what I say?” If Jesus is going to be our anchor, we must truly and personally receive Him 

as Lord and Savior and not merely focus on good works.  

B. By Relating with Him as Lord 

Those who profess Christ but don’t possess Christ have a lack of fellowship with Christ. 

Now, this test is difficult because it is personal. A tree is public. It is out there for all to see. 

You can look at its leaves or its fruit and determine the type that it is. But one’s fellowship 

with Christ is a private matter. Now, there are some who outwardly seem to have fellowship 

with God. After all, they are serving and doing many things in God’s name. Jesus said that 

they say “Lord, Lord.” IOW: They call Him Lord. And then they say, “Lord, Lord, did we 

not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform 

many miracles?” Do you hear all the religious activity? These people were busy doing 

some great things and appeared to be doing it for God. They were preaching, casting out 

demons, and doing all sorts of work in His name. Surely there were saved. Today, maybe 

we’d stand before Him and say, “Lord, Lord, I have worked in the nursery, I’ve sang songs, 

I served on the hospitality team, I’ve visited the hospitals, etc.” Many of our lives are filled 
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with religious activity. But, I want to remind you that the religious works and activities 

don’t save you. They don’t make you real. **ILL: I could put on an Alabama uniform and 

helmet, get a football, and go to the game, but my outward actions won’t make me a real 

Alabama football player. It might make me a fanatic or some would even say a “fool” but 

my outward actions won’t change the reality. I’d still be on the outside looking in. Jesus 

said on “that day” when judgment comes, the truth will be exposed. His verdict will be 

clear, “I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.” Jesus knew who 

they were by name, but the point is that they didn’t know Jesus relationally. They were 

doing things in His name, but the reality is that they had no relationship with Him.  

Friends if we are going stand strong, we must first be sure that we are anchored in Christ 

in a personal relationship with Him.  

II. We Must Anticipate that Storms Will Come (Matthew 7:25-27) 

Please understand that I am not trying to paint a discouraging picture of life. However, it is 

important that we not stand in shock and amazement when trials come. There are some who will 

preach and declare that if you put God first then you will have smooth sailing until God calls you 

home. But, that is not at all what the Bible says. James 1:2-4 says, “Consider it all joy, my brethren, 

when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And 

let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” 

Notice that the verse says “WHEN” you encounter various trials. 1 Peter 1:6-7 encourages us, “In 

this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed 

by various trials, so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, 

even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation 

of Jesus Christ.” In other words, we see clearly that we will face storms and trials in life, but this 

doesn’t mean that we should despise them. It is through these storms that we demonstrate our faith 

and it is through trusting God through these storms that He molds, shapes, and grows us into the 

vessel that He wants us to be.  

We see the reality of storms in our illustration in Matthew 7. Both the wise man and the foolish 

man worked hard and built a house. Then suddenly, at a time that was likely unexpected, a storm 

came upon them. Notice that the same exact description is given to describe the storm that came 

against the two houses. Trials and storms are no respecter of persons. It doesn’t matter if you are 

rich or poor, young or old, we all face storms. The only obvious difference in the two houses was 

the foundation. It rained and poured and flooded. The winds blew. The waters rose and beat against 

both houses. Both houses and both men experienced the circumstance. It didn’t take long, though, 

to reveal what was hidden under the surface. The significant difference in the two situations was 

about to be obvious to all. As one writer put it, “When testing comes, the foundation will mean 

everything.” Today we live our lives and each of us sees the outward appearance, but there is 

coming a time when our lives will be tested and our foundation will be revealed. In the same way, 

the storms of life will reveal whether or not our lives are truly anchored in Christ. We can at times 

put on a mask and act a certain way, we can appear to have everything together. But, when we go 

through the trials and storms in life it wipes away the fluff and reveals the truth of who we are. 
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Only if we are connected to Jesus can we truly stand through the storms. What are some of the 

storms that we face that try to shake our faith? 

A. Storms of False Doctrine 

We would like to think that would never happen, but Jesus specifically warned in Matthew 

7:15, “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are 

ravenous wolves.” Consider the church at Ephesus for a moment. Paul founded the church 

on his 3rd missionary journey and stayed there for at least three years. God used that church 

to start several other churches. When he left the church he went to Europe, Philippi, and to 

Miletus. He had been gone for less than a year when he summoned the elders of Ephesus 

in Acts 20:28-30 and said, “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which 

the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased 

with His own blood. I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among 

you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking 

perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.” After this meeting, within three 

years Paul wrote to the same church in Ephesians 4:14, “We are no longer to be children, 

tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery 

of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming.” In other words, the way to stand strong in this 

storm is by clinging to God’s Word.  

B. Storms of Doubt 

Usually this happens when we face tragedy that we can’t explain. If we were the person in 

Jesus’ illustration we would be asking, “Why God? Why have you allowed this? What did 

I do wrong?” When we have questions that go unanswered, or we can’t sense God’s 

presence, or we have situations and circumstances that we don’t understand, it usually 

results in doubts. We then begin to give in to the lies of the devil that the situation will 

never change, that God doesn’t care, that He will never work, etc. Storms of doubt are a 

powerful scheme in Satan’s toolbox. But, I remind you that Satan can’t make you doubt. 

He can cause trouble and bring attack, but he can’t control our mind unless we allow him 

to. It is in these times that we must renew our minds with God’s Word and cling to the 

promise of Romans 8:28-30, trusting that God is working things together for His glory and 

ultimately for our good.  

C. Storms of Difficulties  

Usually this happens when we feel we are suffering unjustly. We’ve done nothing wrong, 

but it seems that everything is going wrong. We tend to go from one problem to another. It 

feels that everything is falling apart. It can be with relationships like friends who have 

neglected us, a spouse that has betrayed us, a pastor who has disappointed us. It can be 

with sickness that has hit us that seems to be impossible to go away. We question why God 

just won’t stop the pain and heartache. It is then that we need to cling the truth of Romans 

8:31-39, knowing that no tribulation, difficulty, persecution, famine, poverty, danger, or 

threat will ever separate us from the love of Jesus. I love how Warren Wiersbe describes 

this. He says, “At this stage in your experience, you must lay hold of the truth that God 
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loves you, and don’t let anybody steal it away from you. Circumstances may assail you, 

Satan may accuse you, your Christian friends may abandon you, but God loves you just as 

much as He did when He gave Jesus to die for you on the cross. Your circumstances may 

have changed and your feelings may have changed, but rest assured God’s love has not.”  

D. Storms of Defeat 

Have you ever blown it big time? You knew better, you knew you shouldn’t do something, 

but the temptation was great and the desires of your flesh were strong and instead of 

resisting you gave in. Immediately you felt defeated, like a lost cause, like God could never 

love you again, like you would never have victory, like God could never use you again. I 

remind you that if Jesus could work mightily through Peter who denied Him, Thomas who 

doubted Him, Paul who tried to kill Him, etc., I’m confident that if we repent He can work 

mightily through us. He can use our past areas of defeat to be an amazing testimony of His 

power and grace. Remember what Jesus told Peter in Luke 22:31-32, “Simon, Simon, 

behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; but I have prayed for you, 

that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your 

brothers.” In other words, “Peter, I know that you are going to fall short. I know that you 

are going to mess up, but Peter don’t stay in that place of defeat. Turn back to Me, and 

when you do, I will be ready to work through you again.” Friends, we should never excuse, 

condone, or make light of sin. However, once we repent and experience God’s grace and 

forgiveness, neither should we walk around in defeat and discouragement over the things 

that God has already cleansed and released.  

III. We Must Apply God’s Word to Our Lives (Matthew 7:24-25) 

It is true that if we are going to stand firm in our faith we must be anchored in Christ. It is also true 

that we must anticipate the storms so that we grow through them. But there is a third final truth 

that Jesus presents. I have already alluded to it in the previous point. Jesus tells us the specific 

actions of the wise man who perseveres and stands unshaken. Jesus didn’t say that the wise man 

is the most talented, best looking, most capable, smartest, richest, etc. The wise man who stands 

unshaken is the one who is intentional and faithful to know Jesus and apply the Word to his life. 

Jesus gave us two important steps: 

A. Accept It 

Jesus says we must first “hear these words of Mine.” It is one thing to hear the Word, but 

what Jesus is saying is that we are to accept it. How often do we “hear” something but we 

let it go in one ear and out the other? Jesus is saying that we should accept it, take it, 

embrace it as your own. In other words, we should acknowledge His Word in a personal 

way saying, “This is the Word of God and this is God’s Word for me.” Listen friend, this 

book is God’s Word not mine or anyone else’s. It is His Word, but every bit of it is for me 

and for you. 2 Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness.” 2 Peter 1:21 says, “For no 

prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke 

from God.” Far too many people just look at the Bible as history and theology. While those 
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things are true, we must also embrace it personally. We must look at His Word and say, 

“This is my Bible. These are my promises, my instructions, my commandments, my 

comfort. God gave me this book. It is as much for me as it was for Joshua, David, and the 

disciples. It’s as much for me as it is for anybody else.” Yes, we should accept it literally 

and accurately, but we must also accept it personally. In 2018, it is as personal to me as it 

was to David those many years ago. We must personally accept the Word of God. 

Once we do this, we can begin reading, studying, and meditating on it. The idea of 

meditating on it means that we are to keep it in our heart and mind. We are chew on it, 

processing it, to discover what God is saying and what He is wanting to reveal about 

Himself and what He would have us to do. Colossians 3:15-16 says it well, “Let the peace 

of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.” 

We can have peace and thanksgiving regardless of the storms that we face. How? Notice 

the next verse. “Let the Word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom 

teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 

with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” That means let God’s Word live in you and be at 

home in you. It literally means “to dwell or to feel at home.” When you’re at home you go 

in every room as you want to. Why? Because it is your home. It’s the idea that we are to 

read God’s Word, memorize, study, and meditate on it and let our lives be its home which 

will allow God, through His Word, to have free access to every part of our life. As we do 

this, God through His Word, gives encouragement, hope, direction, and peace so much so 

that it leads us to singing. This then leads to encouraging others. It is much like Pastor 

Scott’s message last week. As we turn to God and His Word in the storms it blesses God, 

it blesses others, and it blesses us.  

B. Act on It 

Yes, we are to hear God’s Word and accept it, but it is pointless if we don’t apply the 

second action. Jesus said, “The wise man is the one who hears these words of Mine and 

ACTS on them.” It isn’t enough to hear a sermon, have a daily quiet time, or memorize the 

whole Bible. These people who came to Jesus in Matthew 7 certainly had a lot of head 

knowledge, but there was much lacking in their actions. James 1:21b-25 says, “In humility 

receive the Word implanted, which is able to save your souls. But prove yourselves doers 

of the Word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. For if anyone is a hearer of 

the Word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; for once 

he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person 

he was. But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, 

not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what 

he does.” In other words, our hearing must result in action. This is what it means to build 

on the rock. This parable that Jesus gave showed two men. They had much in common. 

They both had a desire to build a house. They both built houses that looked good and sturdy. 

But when the judgment came, when the storm came, there was only one left standing. There 

was only one left unshaken. The difference wasn’t in the motivations of the builders or in 

the quality of the house or in the pressure of the storms. The difference was in the 
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foundation. We can be the foolish one who hears the Word of God but doesn’t act on it or 

we can be the wise one who accepts Jesus as Lord and seeks to know Him and grow with 

Him every day by accepting His Word and acting on it. Jesus said that the ones who hear 

His Words and act on them are the ones who build their house on the rock, and when the 

rain falls and the floods come and the wind blows, your house doesn’t fall because it’s 

founded on the rock. When the trials and storms come, you won’t be shaken. Psalm 1:1-3 

says it this way, “How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers! But his delight is in the law 

of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night. He will be like a tree firmly planted 

by streams of water, which yields its fruit in its season and its leaf does not wither; and in 

whatever he does, he prospers.” 

Trees are often used in Scripture to present various truths. Here it is used to show the strong 

foundation on which the believer is placed. Like a tree, a Godly person, is alive, beautiful, 

and useful. The most important part of a tree is the hidden root system that draws up water 

and nourishment, and the most important part of the believer’s life is the “spiritual root 

system” that draws from the resources we have in Christ. There is no stronger foundation 

than that of Jesus Christ and He is the One that we are grounded in. As long as we abide in 

Him, accept His Word, and act on it, we will be firm like the tree that is planted beside the 

rivers of water and like the house that stood unshaken in the midst of the storm. 

Closing Illustration: Visit with mentor. “I want to finish strong not weak and complaining, 

so that the lost are saved and that God gets the glory.” 


