
“Unshaken in Our Companions” 

Psalm 15:1-4a 

Today we continue in our sermon series called “Unshaken.” All throughout God’s Word we see 

that God wants us to be unshaken and unwavering in our faith. Yes, the storms of life hit us all. 

Yes, we all battle our own moments of pressure and temptation. Yes, the world challenges what 

we believe and tries to force us into its own mold. But through it all, God calls us to stand firm, 

unshaken in the midst of these things. In fact, He not only calls us, but He empowers us and enables 

to stand firm in Him. This is clearly the first key to standing unshaken. Jesus said that the wise 

man is the one who anchors their life in Him. David wanted to know who would stand unshaken. 

When this life is over who will be in the presence of God? Even in the storms of life today, who 

will enjoy close fellowship with God? The first key that we have discovered to standing strong is 

that those who stand unshaken are those who have a relationship with the Lord. God didn’t explain 

the details of a relationship to David in Psalm 15 because He didn’t have to. David already had a 

relationship with the Lord. This relationship is the basis of everything David asked God and the 

basis for everything God directed him to in His answer. See, David already knew God and pursued 

His heart. Literally, the Bible tells us of David that he was the “man after God’s own heart.” He 

knew God, loved God, and pursued knowing Him more. We see this clearly in Psalm 27:4 where 

David summarizes the greatest desire of his life saying, “One thing I have asked from the Lord, 

that I shall seek: That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the 

beauty of the Lord and to meditate in His holy temple.” In other words, David already had a 

personal relationship with God. To stand unshaken we, too, must have the same.  

The second key for us to realize is that a relationship with God is not stagnant. It is living and, as 

a result, it is either growing or declining. The one who stands strong in their faith is the one who 

recognizes that it is a living, active relationship. In other words, our faith isn’t to be a historical 

thing where we focus on what took place years ago, months ago, or even days ago. Nor is it to 

simply be a stagnant thing where we only focus on our faith as if it is a state of being. Charles 

Spurgeon said it well, “Stale godliness is ungodliness. Let our religion be as warm, and constant, 

and natural as the flow of blood in our veins. A living God must be served in a living way.” The 

point is that our faith is to be living and growing. Please understand that we are saved by faith 

alone, but true saving faith is never alone. We are saved the very moment that we repent of our sin 

and by faith confess Jesus to be our Lord and Savior. That is saving faith! However, when we have 

soul-saving, life-changing faith we will begin to grow. It will lead us to grow in the Lord and in 

His likeness. In fact, throughout His Word, God even shows us specific areas that He wants us to 

grow. In 2 Peter 1:5-10 God says, “Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your 

faith supply (add) moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge, and in your 

knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, 

godliness, and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. For if 

these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the 

true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, 

having forgotten his purification from his former sins. Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent 

to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you 
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will never stumble.” God is saying, “Stay focused, keep growing, and you will stand strong, 

unshaken.” This reality is completely in line with what we see from David in Psalm 15. So far, we 

have seen two key evidences of those who will stand unshaken in their faith: Those who are upright 

in their character and those who honor God in their conversation. Today we turn to a third key 

component of standing unshaken – Honoring God through the companions we keep.  

Show Text 

Who would have ever thought that our friendships would be so important to God? In a passage of 

Scripture that gives several key descriptions of the person who has fellowship with God, I confess 

that this wouldn’t have been high on my list of topics. However, God is omniscient and knows all 

things. He knows what is best and, in His wisdom, points us to examine our relationships with 

others. These two simple phrases in Psalm 15:4 describe how we view others and define the types 

of relationships we should have. I believe there are three main encouragements that we must 

receive.  

I. We Must See the Importance of Our Friends  

All of us understand what a friend is, and most would agree that having a friend in life is very 

important. A friend is someone that you do life with. They are someone who laughs with you, cries 

with you, encourages you, challenges you, is there for you, prays for you, has fun with you, etc. I 

imagine that most of us have experienced the joys of having a close friend and, at times, have 

experienced the sorrow of not having a close friend. As human beings, we were not made to live 

in a vacuum. Whether we are introverts or extroverts, God made us a very relational people. Of 

course, our primary purpose is to have relationship with Him. However, our need for relationship 

doesn’t end there. God created us to relate to one another. There are many who try to be “lone 

rangers”, doing everything on their own. But more times than not, those individuals struggle and 

stumble all along the way. We need others. I believe this is one of the lies that Satan has told many 

in our society today. For some, they think that they are fully independent and need no friends at 

all, but this is far from the truth. Others look to their social media friends and posts and convince 

themselves that they have friends, while their “friends” don’t really know them. God, however, 

calls us to have relationship with Him and with others so that we can be who He calls us to be.  

Friends are important because we all need them, but this isn’t the only thing important about 

friendship. It is vitally important that we have the right type of friends. There are some friends that 

are good for us and others that aren’t. Some friends are Godly friends who point us to Jesus. They 

motivate us and encourage us to be who God created us to be. Godly friends ask the difficult 

questions and lovingly call us out when we need it. Godly friends don’t give us the answer we 

want to hear, but the answer that we need to hear. Godly friends are loyal and forgiving and 

faithful. Godly friends give life with their words and actions. However, not all friends are Godly, 

and because of this the wrong type of friends can have a very bad result. Some friends can lead us 

into temptation and sin. We see this in 2 Samuel 13:1-6 when Amnon was tempted to do something 

that he shouldn’t. He determined to practice self-control, and then we see the influence of a friend. 

The Scripture says, “But Amnon had a friend,” whose name was Jonadab. He convinced Amnon 

that it was ok to sin against God and even gave him an idea of how to get away with it. An ungodly 
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friend can lead us astray in our faith by convincing us that other things are more important than 

the Lord.  The Israelites dealt with that continually. Even King Solomon dealt with that as his love 

for various companions led him to worshiping false gods. An ungodly friend can also give bad 

advice, like Job’s friends when he was going through a difficult time. The point is that our 

friendships are very important. While the words and actions of a Godly friend can give life, 

fulfillment, and joy, the words and actions of an ungodly friend lead to disappointment, heartache, 

and possibly even death. In other words, our friends will influence us for good or bad. Proverbs 

13:20 summarizes it well, “He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools 

will suffer harm.”  

II. We Must Stand Against the Things that are Displeasing to the Lord 

Knowing that there is a difference between the Godly and the ungodly, God now directs us to stand 

against the things that are unpleasing to Him. The verbiage of verse 4 is very strong. In fact, I 

would say in most cases, some would find it completely offensive. But, God’s Word is God’s 

Word, and He need not give an apology. Knowing that our close friends are very influential in our 

lives God says, “One of the evidences of those who fellowship with me is that they reject the ways 

of those who reject Me.”  

Now, please understand what this is and isn’t saying. I’m sure that someone would say, “Wait a 

second, Pastor. Jesus was a friend of sinners. He ate and sat down at the table with many who were 

ungodly people.” And, yes, that is certainly true. Jesus showed compassion, concern, and care for 

all. However, it is important to point out something about that. Jesus didn’t change His message, 

lower His standards, or ignore His mission while in those places. Yes, He showed that He cared 

for the people; however, His primary message to all was to believe and repent. He did not condone 

their sin, envy their sin, or even look on their sin in some favorable way. Instead He called them 

to repent of their sin so that they could be set free. When we speak of Jesus as a friend to sinners 

we are saying that He was “friendly” and accepting of all, but he clearly didn’t condone their 

actions. It is interesting to note that Jesus was given this name “friend of sinners” by those who 

didn’t know God. In other words, because of His concern and care for them the outside world 

referred to Him as a friend. However, Jesus only speaks directly of His friends in one primary 

passage, John 15:15b. Jesus was speaking to His disciples. These were the ones that He did life 

with. These were the ones who saw His tears, heard His prayers, listened to His counsel, spent 

time with Him, etc. To them Jesus said, “I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard 

from My Father I have made known to you.” We must remember that Jesus was saying this to His 

disciples. He spent most of His time with them and they shared life behind the scenes. What I am 

saying is that we must understand that we have a calling to respect all people and to show them 

care, compassion, and concern even as Jesus did. Jesus gave us a clear example of what it means 

to minister to people, even when it is difficult. However, this doesn’t mean that these should be 

our closest friends that we do life with. Jesus was friendly to all, but His friends were those He 

spent the majority of His time with. In Psalm 15 David explains how we must respond to those 

who are opposed to God.  

A. The Sad Explanation 
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In this simple statement in verse 4, God uses a very alarming word to describe those that 

we should be cautious of. God uses what was probably the worst word possible to address 

hardened sinners. He uses the word “reprobate.” The word literally means “one who is 

wicked, evil, vile, depraved, and unapproved.” This word described both their choices and 

their actions. There are other verses that refer to those who have sinned as sinners which 

would be a common way of describing any, and all, who have fallen short of God’s 

holiness. The word that God used here pointed to the extremity of their actions. The 

language couldn’t be more eye-opening in that day or even our day today. Other passages 

of Scripture give us a better understanding of the ways of a reprobate. Romans 1:18-32 

explains it in detail. Verses 18-19 say, “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 

against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in 

unrighteousness, because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God 

made it evident to them.” God is showing us that the reprobate is one who is willfully blind. 

They are those who have heard the truth, understand the reality of God, but they simply 

harden their hearts and absolutely refuse to believe.  God is saying, “The reprobate knows 

the truth but refuses to embrace it and live by it.” They simply refuse to acknowledge God 

and His role and His rule in their lives. Since they deny God they come up with their own 

ideas, speculations, and fantasies about what life is really all about.  

The explanation of the reprobate doesn’t end there. It continues in verses 28-32 saying, 

“And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a 

depraved (reprobate) mind, to do those things which are not proper, being filled with all 

unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they 

are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, 

disobedient to parents, without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; and 

although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy 

of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice 

them.” In other words, because they reject God, they come up with manmade rules for 

living. This false system of belief, as it always does, leads to wrong behavior. People who 

are classified as having a reprobate mind have some knowledge of God and perhaps know 

of His commandments. However, they live impure lives and have very little desire to please 

God. Those who have reprobate minds live corrupt and selfish lives. Sin is justified and 

acceptable to them. The “reprobate” looks at God and through his actions says, “God, I’ll 

do whatever I want to. I don’t care what You say. I don’t care that I know this is wrong. 

I’m boss and I’ll do what I want.” Their hearts are so hardened against God that they do 

wrong and even give approval to the sinful actions of others.   

B. The Serious Exhortation 

This exhortation is found in the simple phrase “in whose eyes a reprobate is despised.” We 

all know what we do with our eyes. We see things. God is wanting us to see things 

correctly. It’s as if God is saying, “Open your eyes and understand what is going on. Open 

your eyes, be aware of the wrong, and look correctly on it.” This is what the Psalmist had 

in mind in Psalm 119:18, 21-22, when he prayed, “Open my eyes, that I may behold 
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wonderful things from Your law…You rebuke the arrogant, the cursed, who wander from 

Your commandments. Take away reproach from me, for I observe Your testimonies.” He 

is saying, “God, I open my eyes to You. I want to see things as You see them, that I am 

know You and fellowship with You and stay close to You.” How we direct our eyes will 

explain a great deal of how we live our lives. We must be very careful in this. In our flesh, 

we might look upon sinful things with desire. We might know of some sinful experience 

of another and, in our flesh, desire the same. We might know of someone who has amassed 

great wealth by fraudulent ways and we might struggle with jealousy. We might look upon 

sinners with a sort of envy and desire. There are many possible illustrations, but God is 

basically saying, “Be careful how you view those who turn away from Me and live for 

themselves.” It is important that we view them appropriately or else we are likely to adopt 

their practices and be led astray. Proverbs 23:17 warns us clearly, “Do not let your heart 

envy sinners, but live in the fear of the Lord always.” 

Someone might say, “But Pastor, isn’t this an Old Testament teaching. What about the New 

Testament?” Paul discussed the same exact thing in 1 Corinthians 15:33-34, “Do not be 

deceived; Bad company corrupts good morals. Become sober-minded as you ought, and 

stop sinning; for some have no knowledge of God. I speak this to your shame.” In other 

words, it is critical that we are careful whom we form relationships with, especially those 

outside the church because unbelievers can cause even the strongest Christians to waver in 

their faith and adversely affect their walk with Christ and their witness to the world. This 

is why Paul tells us, “Do not be deceived.” The word “deceived” here literally means 

“misled.” God is saying, “Don’t let yourself be misled by the ways of sinful people.” 

Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived, certainly understood this truth. Listen to the many 

words God gave him about the issue. Proverbs 12:26 says, “The righteous is a guide to 

his neighbor, but the way of the wicked leads them astray.” Proverbs 14:7 commands, 

“Leave the presence of a fool, or you will not discern words of knowledge.” Proverbs 

14:16 explains, “A wise man is cautious and turns away from evil, but a fool is arrogant 

and careless.” Proverbs 22:24-25 tells us, “Do not associate with a man given to anger; or 

go with a hot-tempered man, or you will learn his ways and find a snare for yourself.” 

Proverbs 24:21b-22a, “Do not associate with those who are given to change (rebelliously 

going their own direction), for their calamity will rise suddenly.” 

Please understand that I am not in any way suggesting that we should not be friendly to 

those who don’t know the Lord, nor am I suggesting that we shouldn’t befriend others. 

Jesus clearly did both. We are to be kind and cordial and sincere in ministering to those 

who are lost. Jesus commanded us in Matthew 5:16, “Let your light shine before men in 

such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” 

Yes, we should minister to unbelievers so that they can see through our lives and hear from 

our words the truth of Who Jesus is and what He can do in their lives. There is nothing 

wrong with building quality friendships with unbelievers, but the primary focus must be to 

win them to Christ by sharing the Gospel and demonstrating God’s saving power in our 
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own lives. However, we must be mindful and cautious by how close we are becoming so 

that we are not hindered in our own relationship with Christ.  

If we are going to stand unshaken among our companions we must see the importance of 

friends. Next, we must stand against the things that aren’t pleasing to the Lord. There is a 

third step.  

III. We Must Seek Those Whose Lives are Pleasing to the Lord 

It is one thing to resist the wrong things, but there is another important step. We must pursue the 

right things. In this context, we must pursue the right relationships. If we know that there is a poor 

influence in our lives we should distance ourselves from it, but if there is a positive influence we 

should draw close to it. Even King David understood this. Not only did he speak of it here in Psalm 

15, but he spoke of it in several other references. He personally lived by this and made it clear in 

Psalm 101:2-4, 6-7 saying, “I will give heed to the blameless way. When will You come to me? I 

will walk within my house in the integrity of my heart. I will set no worthless thing before my 

eyes; I hate the work of those who fall away; It shall not fasten its grip on me. A perverse heart 

shall depart from me; I will know no evil…My eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they 

may dwell with me; He who walks in a blameless way is the one who will minister to me. He who 

practices deceit shall not dwell within my house; He who speaks falsehood shall not maintain his 

position before me.” Do you hear these words? He was committed to having integrity, putting 

nothing sinful before his eyes, having a sincere and clean heart before the Lord. But he understood 

that the company he kept would affect that, so he said, “I am putting away from me those who are 

deceptive, who speak falsehood and cause stumbling blocks for me. And, I will pay close attention 

to those who live their lives blamelessly, and I will get close to them so that I can know them 

better.” David understood that it was pleasing to God for all mankind to distance themselves from 

those who would turn their hearts away from God and devote themselves instead to a right 

relationship with God. Psalm 1:1-6 explains, “How blessed is the man who does not walk in the 

counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers! But his delight 

is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night. He will be like a tree firmly 

planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in its season and its leaf does not wither; and in 

whatever he does, he prospers. The wicked are not so, but they are like chaff which the wind drives 

away. Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the 

righteous. For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.” 

He summarized this point well in Psalm 125:1-2, 5, “Those who trust in the Lord are as Mount 

Zion, which cannot be moved but abides forever. As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the 

Lord surrounds His people from this time forth and forever…But as for those who turn aside to 

their crooked ways, the Lord will lead them away with the doers of iniquity. Peace be upon Israel.”  

A. Their Conviction 

The key difference between these two simple phrases of Psalm 15:4 is the way that we 

respond to two different types of people. First, there are the reprobates who intentionally 

turn their hearts away from the Lord. But, then, there are those who fear the Lord. What 

does this mean? Should we fear the Lord? Why should we fear the Lord when the Bible 
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says that God hasn’t given us a spirit of fear? What does this mean? When the Bible says, 

“the fear of the Lord”, it is not suggesting that we should be terrified in horror. It is not 

uncommon for unbelievers, however, to be terrified of standing before God in Judgment. 

Those who have this fear do so largely because they don’t know God as Father. For those 

who have established a relationship with God we know that the “fear of the Lord” speaks 

of the reverence, awe, and worship that we have for Him. Because we know Him and 

recognize His awesome wonder and works, we have reverence for Him and worship Him. 

We see this in Deuteronomy 10:12, 20-21, “Now, Israel, what does the Lord your God 

require from you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and love Him, and 

to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul…You shall fear the 

Lord your God; you shall serve Him and cling to Him, and you shall swear by His name. 

He is your praise and He is your God, who has done these great and awesome things for 

you which your eyes have seen.” The conviction of those who fear the Lord is that the Lord 

is above all others. He is good and gracious and worthy of our worship, praise, and 

ultimately our lives fully surrendered to Him.  

B. Their Conduct 

The fear of the Lord isn’t just a state of mind. It isn’t just an attitude or an ideal. It is a 

conviction that leads to a change in behavior. Proverbs 8:13a says it plainly, “The fear of 

the Lord is to hate evil.” The primary evidence of those who truly fear the Lord is that we 

worship Jesus and show Him reverence by how we live. It is more than just a profession 

of words. It is the consistent pattern and practice of their lives. This is why David prayed 

in Psalm 112:1, “Praise the Lord! How blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who greatly 

delights in His commandments.” Again, Psalm 128:1 says, “How blessed is everyone who 

fears the Lord, who walks in His ways.” Solomon summarized the key to life in 

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 saying, “The conclusion (of life), when all has been heard, is: fear 

God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every person. For God will bring 

every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil.” 

C. Our Calling 

What does God call us to do to those who fear Him? He says, “Honor them.” We can’t 

miss the fact that the context here is speaking of our relationships and those close to us. He 

is showing us that we should respect them, look up to them, come along side of them and 

seek to follow them. Commentator Matthew Henry summarized it this way, “Such a one 

we should esteem very highly, desiring close friendship and conversation, with an interest 

in their prayers. We should be glad of an opportunity to show them respect or do a good 

deed for them. Such a friend will be celebrated when they prosper, grieved when they 

struggle, and preciously remembered when they are gone.” 

In conclusion, let me ask you, what kind of friends are you keeping? What do they reveal about 

you? How are they influencing you and how are you influencing them to know the Lord and grow 

stronger in relationship with the Lord? When all is said and done, this is what it is all about. We 

can have thousands of so-called “friends” on social media, and we can have hundreds of real 
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“friends” that are mere acquaintances, and we can have a handful of genuine, solid, amazing 

friends. But, this all means very little if we don’t have the only Friend that truly matters. Proverbs 

18:24 tells us that there is a FRIEND who sticks closer than a brother. He is closer and always will 

be closer than anyone else. That friend is Jesus. I invite you today to make Jesus the Lord of your 

life and experience this for yourself. For those who already have, I challenge you to examine your 

friendships. How are they helping you to be what God has called you to be? Let’s obey the Word 

of God so that we can stand unshaken. 


