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Series: Faith Under Fire 

“Walking in Grace” 

1 Peter 2:21-25 

Over the past several weeks we have been going through a sermon series called “Faith Under 

Fire.” We understand today that we live in an imperfect world. We see this in many ways, but 

one of the clearest ways that we observe this is through the trials that we face. James 1:2 

commands, “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials.” This verse 

teaches us that trials will come into every one of our lives. The trials may be different and multi-

faceted, yet we can be assured that we will all face them. We see this all throughout our world 

today. At any moment it seems that half of us are going through a trial and the other half is 

awaiting the next trial. Trials are a part of life for all people. The questions that we have been 

answering are: “What am I to do when my faith is under fire? What am I to do when I am going 

through trials and difficulties? What am I to do when my faith is tested? What am I to do when it 

feels like my world is falling apart?” 

Peter was writing to a group of believers who were facing many different trials. They were living 

largely as refugees because of the intense persecution that Nero had unleashed on them. They 

had lost almost everything they had. They had been forced to flee and had no clear picture of the 

future. This was a difficult and disheartening time for God’s people. These problems and 

persecutions placed some unique pressures on relationships. So, in this portion of his letter Peter 

has taught them and us about God’s order in government, the workplace, the home, and in the 

church. As Peter describes this order he reminds them of their role and calling to submit to those 

in authority. Then, right in the middle of this passage Peter points to the greatest example and 

evidence of what true submission looks like. He points them to the example of Jesus and reminds 

us all of how blessed we are by what God has done for us.    

Read Text 

“Grace” is a word that we are all familiar with. Someone once said that “grace” stands for 

“God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense.” I don’t know that this is the most thorough definition, but it 

certainly describes the reality that it is the unearned blessing of God that has been given through 

Jesus. The grace of God can adequately be described from two verses in Ephesians. Ephesians 

1:7 says, “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of His grace.” Ephesians 2:8 says, “For by grace you have been saved 

through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.” I am thankful for God’s grace. I 

rejoice to know that no matter what we face and what we go through, we can be assured that 

God’s grace has been given to us through Christ. We can also be confident that regardless of any 

burdens we carry, His grace is sufficient for every need. Paul summarized it well in 2 

Corinthians 12:9-10. He was given a thorn in the flesh that tormented him and troubled him. He 

prayed three times that it would be removed, but God didn’t remove it. Paul announced, “And 

He has said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness’.” But, 

carefully listen to Paul’s response, “Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my 
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weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am well content with 

weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; 

for when I am weak, then I am strong.” In other words, because of the amazing grace of God, we 

can have confidence that His grace is more than enough for everything we face. Even when we 

suffer and go through trials, we can endure and persevere because of the grace of God.  

I. The Picture of Grace 

In case you are ever uncertain of God’s grace He has given us a clear, powerful, visual picture of 

His grace by giving His life for us. I think it’s important to point out that Jesus didn’t live His 

life in a private setting. He is not a fictitious character, a fairy tale, or a legend. Jesus was God in 

flesh who came to live on this earth. He was born of a virgin, raised in a carpenter’s home, 

experienced the joys and challenges of a large family, spent time in the temple, grew into a man 

and was noted as One who went about doing good. His life was no secret. He lived openly for all 

to see. We don’t know all that happened in and through His life. The disciple John was so 

overwhelmed with the grace and works of Christ that as he closed his gospel he said in John 

21:25, “And there are also many other things which Jesus did, which if they were written in 

detail, I suppose that even the world itself would not contain the books that would be written.” 

We don’t know every detail of His life, but we do know all that we need to know to understand 

Who Jesus is and why He came to this earth. I want us to look closely at His life because in 

doing so we will find an amazing picture of grace.   

A. Jesus is Our Sinless Substitute 

Jesus was sinless. The Bible makes it very clear that Jesus was 100% man. He faced 

every emotion and situation that we face today, except that He never experienced sin or 

guilt. The word “sin” in its most basic form means “to miss the mark”. It means to miss 

God’s mark of perfection and holiness. Jesus never missed the mark. He lived His life in 

perfect unity with the holiness of God. He fulfilled the will of God the Father in every 

way and not once ever veered off course or fell short. He is the only One to walk the face 

of this earth who can honestly say this. **ILL: Ghandi, Confucius, Joseph Smith, 

Muhammad, and all others are sinners. In fact, the Quran teaches Muhammad was a 

sinner because he was personally commanded to REPENT of sin and we even have 

record of his public prayerful confessions of his own sin. And why not? Who is 

Muhammad? He is only a man. Jesus was God in flesh and as such, He is superior to 

Muhammad and all others because He never sinned. There are also some in our day who 

choose to deify Mary, the mother of Jesus, because she was the virgin who conceived. 

But not even she was sinless, which is why she addressed her own need for a Savior in 

Luke 1:47. The point is that there is only One who was and is without sin and that is 

Jesus.  

Verse 22 states, “Who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; and 

while being reviled, He did not revile in return.” In the original language this referred to 

something that was “pure, unadulterated.” It was a term of commerce that described wine 

or oil that hadn’t been tampered with. It was pure or undefiled. This is a good description 
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of Jesus. Even when in agony and suffering, He still refused to sin. Hebrews 4:15 says of 

Him, “For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but 

One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.” In His whole life, 

there was never any deceit or sin even on His lips or in His heart. Perhaps that might be 

easy to explain as a child, but that also applied to his teenage years and adulthood. Even 

when He was being sinned against, falsely accused, blasphemed, and rejected, He never 

responded in rage or anger. He didn’t retaliate nor did He make up some excuse or 

deceitful plan to get Himself out of the suffering. Isaiah 53:7-9 says, “He was oppressed 

and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to the 

slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He did not open His 

mouth. By oppression and judgment He was taken away; And as for His generation, who 

considered that He was cut off out of the land of the living for the transgression of my 

people, to WHOM THE STROKE WAS DUE? His grave was assigned with wicked 

men, yet He was with a rich man in His death, because He had done no violence, nor was 

there any deceit in His mouth.” Jesus was sinless. One of the greatest evidences of His 

perfection is found in the words of Pilate who was assigned to examine Him and try Him. 

Three times Pilate confessed, “I find in Him no fault at all,” (John 18:38; 19:4,6). Even 

Christ’s most aggressive enemies continually searched through every possible means to 

find anything that they could use against Him, but they never found a single thing 

because He was completely sinless. This is why His enemies had to conjure up false 

witnesses, bribe the weak, pressure the leaders, and pay off the guards. Jesus was sinless. 

Jesus is our substitute. In order for all mankind to be rescued from sin, there must be 

someone sinless to rescue us. You can search all through the history of the world and 

study constantly for every new person on the scene and you will find only one who has 

been or ever will be sinless, and that is Jesus. Jesus didn’t come to this earth to demand 

that we be perfect. He came to this earth, lived a sinless life and then gave His life on the 

cross so that the penalty of our sins would be paid. The innocent gave His life for the 

guilty. The righteous gave His life for the unrighteousness. He went to the cross for us to 

pay a debt that He didn’t owe, so that we could receive a gift that we didn’t deserve. 1 

Peter 2:21 says it simply, “Christ also suffered for YOU.” But then Peter clarifies it 

further in verse 24, “and He Himself bore OUR sins in His body on the cross.” The word 

for “bore” literally means “to carry as a sacrifice.” That word “carry” is interesting. In the 

Old Testament before a lamb was slain the people would touch the head of the animal. It 

was a visible picture that this spotless lamb would carry the weight of one’s sins and by 

the shedding of blood the sinner’s sins would be forgiven. Well, Jesus is the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sins of the world. He literally carried all our sins to the cross and 

paid the penalty of them. He gave Himself as a sacrifice, a substitute in our place. 2 Cor. 

5:21 declares, “He made Him who knew no sin (was perfect and spotless) to be sin on 

our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” In other words, 

He did this for us. It’s amazing how selfless Jesus was as He endured the crucifixion and 

died in our place! It’s amazing the torment that He allowed for our benefit. The Jewish 

people didn’t typically crucify criminals. Instead, they stoned them to death. However, if 

the criminal was seen as very evil they would crucify the individual and then display their 
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body on a tree until evening as a mark of shame. Jesus willingly offered Himself and died 

on a tree and bore the shame of your sin and mine. Jesus offered in His substitutionary 

death, freedom from the guilt of sins that they might be taken away from us completely. 

B. Jesus is Our Suffering Savior 

Twice in these verses we read that Jesus suffered for us. He literally bore our sins in His 

body. The word for “suffering” meant “intense pain, agony.” That is an accurate 

description. John Phillips summarized some of this suffering: “He suffered at the hands 

of the people He had come to save. He knew loneliness, rejection, and malicious hatred. 

His family disbelieved His claims. His disciples let Him down. Peter Himself denied Him 

with oaths and curses, and Judas sold Him for a pocket full of change. He wept His heart 

out at Gethsemane. He was falsely accused, beaten, and abused by His own people, then 

He was mocked, scourged, and crucified by the soldiers of Rome. He endured the 

torments of death on a cross. Finally, He was made sin for us and abandoned by God.”  

None of us can fully grasp the torture that Jesus endured in order that we could be free. 

The soldiers in charge of execution were specialists in capital punishment, and 

crucifixion was one of the most brutal forms of execution in history. Jesus was nailed to a 

cross after enduring horrible beatings at the hands of these professional death merchants, 

and every person put to death by way of crucifixion was dealt with by these soldiers. Can 

you imagine the sight as the spotless Lamb of God was led like a lamb before the 

slaughter, yet He didn’t open His mouth? Can you imagine the sight of the Lord of lords 

humbling Himself to the beating of the cat of nine tails? Can you imagine the sight as 

they plucked His beard? Can you imagine the sight as the soldiers began to punch Him 

and spit in His face? Can you imagine the sight as they stripped Him of His garments and 

then gambled over them? Can you imagine the sight as they stretched out His arms as far 

as they’d go and then the torturous pain of driving a nail through them? Can you imagine 

the sight as they hurl that cross into the air only for the base to drop into the hole, thus 

further yanking the mangled body of our Lord? Can you imagine the sight as they put a 

sign above His head only to mock Him? Can you imagine the abandonment that He 

suffered in that hour when He cried out in Matthew 27:46, “My God, My God, why have 

You forsaken me?” He experienced the most horrendous agony and rejection that anyone 

could’ve ever faced. Why?  

He suffered for the glory of God the Father 

This was all a part of God’s plan. John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal 

life.” The idea of “gave” here is that He gave Himself completely. Isaiah 53:10a, 11, 

“But the Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render 

Himself as a guilt offering,…As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be 

satisfied; By His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, as He 

will bear their iniquities.”  
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This was all a part of God’s plan and Jesus willingly submitted Himself to that plan 

knowing that it would bring glory to the Father. 1 Peter 2:23 says, He “kept entrusting 

Himself to Him who judges righteously.” The passage is showing us that Jesus was able 

to endure this suffering because He was committing Himself to the will of the Father. The 

Greek verb shows continual action. It means that Jesus continually surrendered to the will 

of the Father. It wasn’t a one-time action, but a continual daily action in His life. We have 

a great illustration of that in the Garden of Gethsemane in Matthew 26:39. The text says 

that Jesus went a little further, and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it 

is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will.” He was 

completely surrendered to God the Father all the way unto death.  

He suffered for the good of all mankind. 

Again, John 3:16 states, “For God so loved the WORLD.” I believe that it is impossible 

for us to look at Jesus without realizing His great love for all humanity. The greatest 

evidence of His love for the world is that He went all the way to Calvary’s cross to lay 

down His life. The Bible is filled with verse after verse reminding us of this very truth. In 

John 15:12-13, Jesus said, “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as 

I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his 

friends.” Paul explained in Romans 5:6-8, “For while we were still helpless, at the right 

time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though 

perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die. But God demonstrates His 

own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 1 Timothy 

2:5-6, “For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man 

Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper 

time.” In other words, God says there is only one way to eternal life and one way to a 

relationship with Him and that is through His Son, Jesus, who died to pay the debt of 

your sins. Thank God that Jesus sacrificially gave Himself up for us. It was this truth that 

led Paul to confidently say in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is 

no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I 

live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.”  

Yes, Jesus suffered on the cross, but we must never forget that it is through His suffering 

that we are saved. This means that it is through His paying the penalty of our sins that we 

can be delivered from our sins and healed. Verse 24 says it clearly, “By His wounds you 

were healed.” 600 years earlier God had spoken this in Isaiah 53:4-5, “Surely our griefs 

He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, 

smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was 

crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His 

scourging WE ARE HEALED.” This is referring to the spiritual healing of the soul. We 

find healing for our soul in Jesus and Jesus alone and only because He was the perfect 

Substitute and sufficient Savior.  

C. Jesus is Our Sympathetic Shepherd 
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I’m sure at this moment Peter could vividly remember Jesus’ teaching about the Good 

Shepherd and His sheep. Jesus said in John 10:7, 9-11, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am 

the door of the sheep…I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and 

will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 

came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. I am the good shepherd; the good 

shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.” Peter clearly knew that Jesus was the good 

shepherd and he also knew some things about sheep. Sheep are prone to wander and 

stray. They are not strong, swift, and they certainly aren’t smart. When a sheep goes its 

own way, it doesn’t take long before it is lost and can’t find its way back. In this state, it 

is helpless and completely vulnerable. Peter understood personally that every lost sinner 

is like a sheep gone astray: ignorant, lost, wandering, in danger, away from the place of 

safety, and unable to help himself. Peter knew this so well because he had been in that 

position before. A lost sheep can’t find their way back home all on their own. In order for 

a sheep to be brought back to the fold it takes a loving, gracious shepherd to go out of his 

way to rescue the lost sheep and restore it. Peter could speak of this so vividly because he 

could clearly remember the day when he had strayed, when he had wandered. He could 

recall how he denied Christ and ran in guilt and shame. However, he could also recall 

how the resurrected Christ found him, showed him grace, restored him, and 

commissioned him to feed His sheep. In the same way, because of what Jesus has done 

for us we no longer have to be lost and helpless. He gave His life for us so that we can be 

a part of His flock. He came to this earth to seek and save all who are lost. When we 

respond to His call we are brought immediately into His fold and are placed safely in His 

care. Notice what He is doing now. Peter says that He is the Shepherd and the Guardian 

of our souls. In the Greek it is the word for “bishop” which means “one who watches 

over or oversees.” It is showing us that Jesus is the Shepherd who watches over us to 

protect us and perfect us for His plans and purposes.  

This is an amazing picture of grace. It is unearned and undeserved, yet it has been offered to all! 

II. The Priority of Grace 

The final main point of the message today is the priority of grace. This is to say that our response 

to this offer of grace must be our highest priority. It is true that Jesus gave His life on the cross 

for the sins of the world. It is true that He offers grace and forgiveness and salvation to all. 

However, this doesn’t mean that all have been forgiven and that all have been saved. His death 

and resurrection only benefits those who respond in an acceptable way. There are many who 

simply ignore it. They are too busy to slow down and consider the truth. They don’t want to 

consider the significance of this decision. There are some who adamantly reject it because they 

want to live their life their own way. There are some who respond by doing a lot of good works 

to try to earn God’s favor. By their actions they are actually saying that they can apparently do 

better than Jesus and be saved that way. No matter how you look at it, these three responses are a 

response of rejection. God is full of grace, but He is also just. He has provided one way to be 

saved, and if we reject His one way, then He has no choice but to say, “Depart from Me, I never 

knew you.” How should we respond to this amazing grace? 
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A. We Must Receive Him by Faith 

The clear pattern in Scripture is that we are to believe in Christ and receive Him as our 

Lord. John 3:16, again, easily clarifies this. I like how it is worded in John 1:11-12, “He 

came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. But as many as 

RECEIVED Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those 

who believe in His name,” You can think a lot of things in your heart and mind, but in 

order to embrace God’s grace, you must respond with belief and acceptance. Like a gift 

that is offered, you must reach out and embrace it. It is not enough to believe that Jesus is 

A Savior, not enough to believe that He is THE Savior. In order to be saved He must 

become YOUR Savior. The only way that can happen is for us to receive Him. It simply 

means that we invite Jesus to come into our lives to be our Savior and Ruler, to live and 

reign in us. 

B. We Must Walk with Him in Relationship 

 

I want to clearly say that this is not a second step to salvation. At the moment of 

believing in Christ and confessing Him as Lord we are saved. Our salvation is not then 

contingent upon our good works or self-effort. However, I do believe that one of the 

evidences of a true believer is that they continue to walk with the Lord in a relationship 

with Him. There is a desire to read His Word, to pray, to fellowship, to praise Him, etc. 

There is a desire to draw closer to Him. That is what the fruit of the Spirit is all about. As 

we draw closer to Him and fellowship with Him, He begins to show Himself through us. 

We see this in 1 Peter 2:25. Peter said, “You WERE continually straying like sheep, but 

now you have returned to the Shepherd.” He is not only saying what had happened, he is 

implying something very clear. It’s as if he is saying, “Stop straying and stay close to the 

Shepherd.” Stay close in relationship to Him. 

 

C. We Must Follow Him in Obedience 

 

Again, this is not a second step to salvation, it is simply the evidence that a person is 

saved. It doesn’t mean perfection, but it does mean that there will be obedience. If we 

have experienced God’s grace, above anything and everything else, we will want to know 

Him more and we will want to obey. Peter said it clearly in verse 21, “For you have been 

called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you 

to follow in His steps.” When we have experienced His grace, we will want to follow 

Him. We won’t be doing everything according to our wants and plans. We will be 

seeking Him to learn how He works and discovering what He would have us to do.  

One of the clear things that we are called to obey in this text is found in verse 24, that we 

are to die to sin and live to righteousness. The cost of our salvation is too great for us to 

entertain any thought of willful, deliberate sin. If Jesus Christ is the Lord of our life, then 

His life will manifest itself through you. I love the command that is given in Romans 

6:10-13, “For the death that He (Jesus) died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that 
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He lives, He lives to God. Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God 

in Christ Jesus. Therefore, do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its 

lusts, and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of 

unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your 

members as instruments of righteousness to God.” 

Let’s make sure that we are walking in grace. For some of us today, we need to take that first 

step of believing in Jesus and receiving Him as our Lord and Savior. For others of us, we need to 

draw near in our relationship or repent of sins and rededicate our lives to following and obeying 

Him.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


