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Walking in Joy 
 

INTRODUCTION: Trials and sufferings in life are nobody’s desire. However, when a Christian 
suffers for the cause of Christ we can rejoice knowing that we are able to experience God’s promise, 
peace, and presence. Through each trial He is with us to comfort us along the way, to mold us into the 
vessel He wants us to be, and to prepare for us for the future glory to be revealed.  
 
READ: 1 Peter 4:12-19 
 
DISCUSSION:  
1. What are some things and experiences in life that bring you joy? What do these experiences all 

have in common? 

2. What is something “strange” or “random” that you have experienced in life? Why should we not 

view suffering as “strange”? 

3. As a group, read James 1:2-4, 12 and answer the following questions: 

 How can be joyful in the midst of trials? 

 How do trials benefit us? 

 According to verse 12, how does God describe those who persevere under trials? 

4. According to Hebrews 12:2 how was Jesus able to persevere while suffering? What does this reveal 

about our own perseverance?  

5. In the message, we learned three truths that should encourage us in suffering. List them, give a 

brief summary of them and describe which encourages you the most right now. 

6. According to Philippians 3:10 what was Paul’s greatest desire in life and what part to suffering play 

in it? 

7. How does God use our suffering for His glory and for the good of others? 

8. What are some things that hinder us from being a faithful witness when we go through trials? 

9. As a group, read 2 Timothy 2:7-13 and answer the following questions: 

 How does God Word work in us and through us even in our sufferings (vs. 9-10)? 

 What does God promise to those who endure suffering for Him (vs. 12)? 

 What additional thing does God promise in James 1:12? 

 
TAKE IT WITH YOU:  
When I endure and persevere under trials in this life, I know there will blessings and promises in the 
glory of heaven. (2 Timothy 2:12; James 1:12) 
 
READING LIST:  
Monday: James 1:2-4, 12 / Tuesday: Hebrews 12:1-3 / Wednesday: 2 Timothy 3:10-17 
Thursday: 2 Corinthians 4:7-12 / Friday: 2 Corinthians 4:13-18 / Saturday: Philippians 3:7-14 
Sunday: 2 Timothy 2:7-14 
 


