
Series: Faith Under Fire 

“Walking in Joy” 

1 Peter 4:12-19 

As we open God’s Word today, we continue to study 1 Peter and focus on “Faith Under Fire.” 

We are in the homerun stretch here and, Lord willing, we will complete our study next week. 

Throughout this study, we have been reminded continuously of the reality of trials and how we 

are to live when facing them. God’s Word clearly says that we will face trials in this world. 1 

Peter 1:6-7 says, “In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, 

you have been distressed by various trials, so that the proof of your faith, being more precious 

than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and 

glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” These two simple verses tell us a great deal 

about the testing of our faith. It first tells us that we will face “various” trials in our lives. 

Disease, disappointment, sickness, sorrow, pain, punishment, rejection, remorse – all are a part 

of our lives because we are imperfect people living in an imperfect world. However, it also tells 

us that we can make it through these trials because they are only temporary. For the believer, our 

focus is on heaven so no matter how great or how long the trial, we are assured that it will only 

last a little while and will ultimately result in glory. As a result, we also see a second truth about 

trials that Christians can rejoice and have joy even when we are walking through the intensity of 

trials. This is the message that God was leading Peter to convey to believers throughout the 

Roman Empire who were facing persecution at the hands of Nero. They lived their lives often on 

the run and constantly aware that the persecution could strike them next. It was a very unstable 

environment. There was much uncertainty surrounding them. But, God didn’t want His children 

to walk around in defeat, discouragement, or doubt. He wanted them to live their life with peace 

and joy.  

Read Text 

It may seem strange today to consider that we can have joy in the midst of suffering. But that is 

exactly what the Bible says. James 1:2-4 commands, “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when 

you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let 

endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” 

The phrase “consider it all joy” is a banking term of evaluation. It doesn’t mean that every 

situation is full of joy and that every detail is easy. It does mean, however, that when we evaluate 

what God is doing in our life through the trials we can count it as joy. It is interesting to note that 

we learn this also from Jesus. Hebrews 12:2 reminds us that we are to be “fixing our eyes on 

Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” Think on this for a 

moment. Jesus was carrying the very weight of the cross and our sin. There has never been a 

greater weight than this. Yet, through it all, it was for the joy set before Him that He was able to 

endure. Hebrews 12:3 continues, “For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners 

against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” How can we stay joyful 
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through trials and sufferings? I believe that God gives several answers in our text this morning. 

As we study His Word, we will see four keys to walking in joy. 

I. Our Expectation of Suffering (vs. 12) 

This may seem a strange way to start, but God’s Word clearly stresses the point. “Don’t be 

surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, as though some strange thing were happening to you.” 

In other words, don’t be shocked and amazed when we experience times of trial and persecution. 

Many Christians today do seem to be taken aback when difficult circumstances and situations 

come into their lives. Many Christian groups are advocating a prosperous, pain-free life if 

enough faith is placed in God. But, this theology is not supported by Scripture. I don’t want to 

paint a grim picture of life, but God clearly prepares us for the fact that we will face hardship for 

the name of Christ. Because of our freedoms in this country and the blessings in which we live, 

we sometimes forget this. In fact, we have been so greatly blessed that over time we have come 

to believe that we shouldn’t face hardship. We have been so greatly blessed we have come to 

believe that hardship and suffering must always be a sign of God’s discipline for wrong actions. 

We have been so greatly blessed that when we do actually face suffering we tend to feel like a 

victim and ask, “Why me, Lord?” The problem, though, is not with the Lord but with us. God 

clearly warns us over and over again that we will be persecuted for the name of Christ. In fact, 

God’s Word is so clear on the fact that we should be surprised when we aren’t persecuted for the 

name of Christ.  

We should clearly expect trials. All throughout history, the people of God have experienced 

suffering for the cause of Christ. The simple fact is that Christians live in this world, but this 

world isn’t our home. We are living for heaven and, as a result, we are different than the world 

around us. The more like Christ we become, the more we stand out from the world. And as a 

result, we will at times be despised, rejected, and persecuted. In fact, we see a Biblical 

illustration of this through Cain and Abel. Cain was a religious man, yet he hated his brother 

Abel and killed him. Please note that the world doesn’t come against a “religious” man, but it 

does persecute those who are righteous. 1 John 3:12b explains why Cain killed his brother, 

“And for what reasons did he slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and his brother’s were 

righteous.” This was the same reason that the religious Pharisees and Jewish leaders persecuted 

Jesus and the early church. Jesus Himself told us to be ready and anticipate persecution. He said 

in John 15:18-21, “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. If 

you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I 

chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you. Remember the word that I said 

to you, ‘A slave is not great than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; 

if they kept My Word, they will keep yours also. But all these things they will do to you for My 

name’s sake, because they do not know the One who sent Me.” Paul summarized in 2 Timothy 

3:12, “Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”  

We must also expect, though, that God is at work through the trials. Peter called this suffering a 

“fiery ordeal which comes upon you for your testing.” He already introduced the thought in the 

first chapter by speaking of the fact that our faith will be tested by fire. Peter saw these fiery 

trials as a refining process through which God molds, shapes, and further prepares us for His 

purposes. Fire, of course, is a powerful purifying agent. This is the New Testament teaching of a 
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Biblical illustration. Job 23:10 says, “But He knows the way I take; When He has tried me, I 

shall come forth as gold.” We must not despise the fire because through it God is getting rid of 

the imperfections and the dross and making us a vessel for His honor and glory. 

II. Our Encouragement in Suffering (vs. 13-14) 

It is not encouraging to know that we will face suffering, but it is encouraging to consider what is 

happening in and through our lives when we walk through it in a way that honors God. In these 

verses Peter is saying, “Even when you suffer because of your faith and relationship with Jesus 

Christ, you should rejoice.” In fact, God says “Keep on rejoicing.” It is a continuous action. No 

matter what we face or go through, we can keep on rejoicing when we face trials and 

persecution. In fact, Peter mentions “rejoicing” four times in this passage. The world around us 

cannot understand how difficult circumstances in our lives can produce such joy, but because we 

have experienced the grace of God we can have joy overflowing in our lives. How can we rejoice 

in suffering? 

A. We Can Rejoice in Our Partnership 

Notice that these aren’t just sufferings. When we suffer for the name and cause of Christ, 

then this is called “the sufferings of Christ.” It means that we have fellowship with the 

sufferings of Jesus. Continually in the Bible when you see the saints suffering they are 

associated with the sufferings of Jesus Christ Himself. Paul said in Philippians 1:29, 

“For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to 

suffer for His sake.” Paul stated his own personal desire in Philippians 3:10 was, “That 

I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, 

being conformed to His death.” Paul clearly felt this way and even referred to his 

sufferings as the marks of Christ that he bore in his own body (Galatians 6:17). The early 

apostles felt the same way when the early church was being persecuted. Acts 5:41 says 

that when they left from the presence of the council, they left “rejoicing that they had 

been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.” We must remember in these 

moments that it is not really us they are trying to get rid of. It is the name of Jesus that is 

being attacked. Remember in John 15 Jesus said that this persecution is because of His 

name. So, the suffering that we face for Christ allows us to partner with Him in His 

sufferings. As a result, we must realize that this partnership is actually a blessing and a 

gift.  

B. We Can Rejoice in His Promise 

Peter continues on, “At the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.” The 

world believes that absence of pain and suffering means greatness and glory, but God 

says something much different. The Bible teaches us that the trying of our faith today is 

the assurance of the glory that we will experience when Jesus returns. We saw this a few 

weeks ago. Paul said in 2 Corinthians 4:17-18, “For momentary, light affliction is 

producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we look 

not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which 

are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.” When will we 
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experience this glory? When Jesus fulfills His promise and returns for us. When Jesus 

returns, He will transform our suffering into glory. In John 16:20-22 we see a great 

picture of this. John uses an illustration of childbirth. A woman who is in labor deals with 

anxiety, pain, and it is often not a quick ordeal. It is, to some extent, a trial that demands 

focus, commitment, and patience. However, when that baby is born and that mother hears 

that cry and sees that child, she can’t wait to hold it and to embrace it. There is happiness, 

joy, tears, and laughter. The mother’s pain is immediately transformed into joy. In the 

same way, while we may face difficulty and suffering here on this earth today, if we 

know Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, we know that He is returning for us. And 

when we are caught up together to be with Him, our suffering will be instantly 

transformed into joy. Romans 8:17b says, “If indeed we suffer with Him so that we may 

also be glorified with Him.”  

C. We Can Rejoice in His Presence 

God still has another word of encouragement for our times of persecution. As a Christian, 

I have the amazing comfort to know that the Lord is with me and will never leave me. 

Matthew 28:20 clearly announces that Jesus said, “I am with you always, even to the end 

of the age.” Hebrews 13:5b-6 tells us that “He Himself has said, ‘I will never desert you, 

nor will I ever forsake you,’ so that we confidently say, ‘The Lord is my helper, I will not 

be afraid. What will man do to me?’ ”  

We are certainly assured of His presence. But here, Peter goes a step further. He said, 

“You are blessed because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.” The Greek could 

also be translated as “for the presence of the glory, even the Spirit, rests on you.” The 

Bible is saying that the Holy Spirit has a special ministry to us when we go through 

suffering. When it says that this glory rests on you, it is referring to what was called the 

Shekinah glory of God of the Old Testament. In the Old Testament in Exodus 40:34 & 1 

Kings 8:10-11, we see this glory exhibited. The simplest way I know to describe it is that 

when the Shekinah glory of God appeared, there was physical manifestation that the 

Spirit of God was there. In both of these passages the Spirit of glory was there and was 

demonstrated by a cloud that could be visibly seen. The clearest illustration of this glory 

resting on a person in the NT is found in Acts 6-7 of a man named Stephen. There were 

many who rose against him and set up a council to get rid of him. These false accusers 

stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes and set up false witnesses and accused 

him of speaking blasphemous words against the temple and the law. As they were 

persecuting him and killing him, the Bible says in Acts 6:15 that when those in the 

council looked upon him they saw his face as if it had been the face of an angel. This 

doesn’t mean that they suddenly thought he was perfect and innocent. It means that there 

was something heavenly about his countenance. He had the face of an angel. It means 

that when we go through fiery trials because of our faith in Christ, He supernaturally 

reveals His presence in our lives. No wonder the disciples could rejoice in suffering for 

the name of Christ. No wonder Paul and Silas could sing songs of praise at midnight. No 

wonder many of the recorded martyrs have sang praises and shouted aloud the name of 
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Jesus until their final breath. They were experiencing the amazing presence of the Holy 

Spirit. What wonderful encouragement! 

III. Our Examination in Suffering (vs. 15-18) 

When we go through trials and sufferings, we often have clarity in examining our lives because 

trials have a way of causing us to quickly get rid of the “fluff” of life. We must continually 

recognize that these trials of our lives are a refining process by which God purifies us. So, when 

we go through trials in our lives we must take some time to examine ourselves and determine 

some things about the trial. There are three things that we should examine in the midst of trials. 

A. We Must Examine the Cause (vs. 15) 

When we go through trials we must ask the question, “Why am I suffering?”. We 

shouldn’t assume that all circumstances are fiery trials from the Lord. There are some 

trials that we face because we have done wrong and are suffering the consequences of it. 

**ILL: A Christian came to me the other day asking why God made them get a ticket 

when they had been speeding down the interstate. Friend, that’s not God’s fault. It’s that 

person’s fault. They deliberately broke the law and deserve the consequences. **ILL: I 

remember watching tv a while back when I saw that they were doing a documentary on 

the history of the Julia Tutwiler Prison in Wetumpka, AL. It caught my attention. One 

woman was in prison for taking the lives of her own children. She said she did it because 

she was angry at God because He made her get pregnant when she wasn’t married and 

she couldn’t understand why God did that to her. Well, God didn’t do that to her. She did 

it to herself. She chose to be intimate. She brought it on herself. Does God love her? 

YES. Can God forgive her? YES. But, is God to blame for her circumstance? NO. The 

fact that we are Christians doesn’t mean that we will escape the consequences of our own 

deliberate sins that He has already warned us of. The context of this verse implies that if 

you do these things, you will suffer. He lists murderers, thieves, evildoers, and meddlers. 

These will experience their own consequences, but Christians ought not suffer for these 

things. We should instead live a life of holiness towards God. Let’s be sure that when we 

suffer, we are suffering because we are Christians and not because we are criminals. 

John Phillips concluded, “A Christian must not suffer as a wrongdoer. Whatever he may 

have done before he met Christ, he is to be different now.”  

B. We Must Examine our Courage (vs. 16) 

We need to be reminded that we have a reason to be courageous. Jesus said in John 

16:33, “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the 

world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.” Jesus has won 

the victory so we have no reason to be afraid or ashamed.  

The second question that should be asked when facing trials is, “Am I ashamed or am I 

glorifying Christ?” Friend, are you ashamed of Jesus Christ? The Bible says that He is 

not ashamed of us. Hebrews 2:11 says, “For both He who sanctifies and those who are 

sanctified are all from one Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to call them 
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brethren.” If Jesus could die on Calvary’s cross boldly before the sins of the world and 

not be ashamed of us and our sins, then surely we can bear reproach for Him and not be 

ashamed. We had better be bold and courageous in our faith, even in the midst of trials. 

Listen to His warning in Mark 8:38, “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in 

this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when 

He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”  

I pray that all of us will be bold and honored to be associated with the name of Christ. 

The Bible says if we are ashamed or embarrassed because of Him, then when He comes 

again He’ll be ashamed of us. I don’t want my Lord and Savior to be ashamed of me. I 

pray that we will have the boldness that Paul had when he said in 2 Timothy 1:12, “For 

this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have 

believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until 

that day.”  Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 

for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 

C. We Must Examine the Call (vs. 17-18) 

The text speaks very clearly. If these trials of judgment begin at the Lord’s House, for 

those of us who are saved and know for sure where we are going, what then for the 

people who don’t know they are saved? What then for the ones that haven’t called upon 

Christ for salvation? What then for the person who has deliberately disobeyed the 

Gospel? When a believer suffers, he experiences the peace, partnership, presence, and 

promises of God. He knows that there is coming a day when every tear will be wiped 

away and every wound will be healed. Yes, suffering and circumstances are difficult to 

go through, but we can’t afford to just focus on ourselves. Instead, we need to be 

concerned about the lost sinners around us. We may go through fiery trials here on this 

earth, but that is nothing compared to the fire that the unsaved will experience for all of 

eternity. The passage is saying quit belly-aching and having a “woe-is-me” attitude. 

There are lost people around us that will suffer for all eternity if we don’t answer the call 

to share the Gospel with them. Warren Wiersbe said it well, “Times of persecution are 

times of opportunity for a loving witness to those who persecute us.” **ILL: Jesus on the 

cross and the guard that believed. Stephen being stoned to death and the laying of his 

garments at the feet of Saul. We must answer the call, even in suffering, to share and 

show the love of Christ. We may never know, this side of Heaven, the impact God will 

have in the lives of others because of what He does through us. So, as Christians we do 

not seek revenge on those who have hurt us. Rather, we pray for them and seek to lead 

them to Jesus Christ. 

IV. Our Endurance through Suffering (vs. 19) 

How can we endure through trials? By committing our lives to God and giving our all to Him. 

The word used here is a banking term which means “to deposit for safekeeping.” In other words, 

give your heart and entire being to Him and, like an eternal investment, He will guard you. 2 

Timothy 4:18 says, “The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed, and will bring me safely to 
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His heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.” This picture should remind 

us that we are valuable to God. He made us, redeemed us, lives in us, guards, and protects us. 

When we commit our lives to God, we have absolutely nothing to fear because He is able to keep 

us. Dr. Jerry Falwell would often say, “The man of God is invincible until God’s will for his 

life is complete.” When we are committed to God we have nothing to fear.  

This commitment to God is not a single action but a constant attitude. The Greek tense says, “be 

constantly entrusting your soul to a faithful Creator.” How do we show this commitment? He 

answers, “By doing what is right.”  

Notice the closing of this verse, Peter says that we are to commit our lives to our “faithful 

Creator.” Why didn’t he refer to God as our “righteous Judge” or our “faithful Savior?” Warren 

Wiersbe said it well, “When Peter refers to God as the Creator, he is acknowledging that God is 

the One who meets the needs of His people. He provides food and clothing to persecuted 

Christians, and protects in times of danger. Fiery trials will come to God’s people to unify us and 

purify us so that we can be a strong witness to the lost. But there is nothing to fear because our 

faithful Father, the Creator of Heaven and earth, will victoriously see us through.”  

Friend, if you’re going through difficulty, circumstances, and suffering, you just keep pressing 

on. Keep trusting the Lord and listen to the voice of your Savior leading you, encouraging you, 

and guiding you on until you one day cross the finish line and hear those beloved words, “Well 

done good and faithful servant, enter into the JOY of the Lord!” We walk in joy today knowing 

that one day we will be with Him in joy.  


