
Series: Faith Under Fire 

“Walking in Victory” 

1 Peter 5:5-11 

Over the past several months we have been studying this first letter of Peter and learning how we 

are to live when our faith is under fire. Sooner or later every Christian walks through seasons and 

situations where his faith is tested and tried through various circumstances. Peter himself had 

walked through this personally and then God led him to write this letter to a body of believers 

who were about to walk through an enormous trial. These believers were being persecuted by a 

wicked Roman emperor named Nero. He was unleashing great wrath and vengeance on the 

church. He was sentencing many of them to death. They committed no crime and did nothing 

worthy of death, but they were still persecuted because they believed in and professed aloud the 

truth of Jesus Christ. Peter called these trials and sufferings simply a temporary “fiery ordeal.” 

Yet, at every turn of the letter we see that Peter is not weary or fearful. Instead, he is full of hope, 

joy, confidence, and trust that God is at work even when go through the storms and fires of life. 

As a result, God lead him to write to encourage these persecuted believers how they can walk in 

hope, harmony, holiness, confidence, joy, and even as a bold witness for Christ in the midst of 

the fire. None of us can fully grasp the extent of the horrors that Nero was pouring out upon the 

church. This persecution was so severe that Peter knew his time was likely near. And, in fact, 

that would soon occur. By the time Nero’s reign was over he had martyred both the Apostle Paul 

and the Apostle Peter. As a result, given the background of the text as we come to the end of the 

letter one might assume that it is here that Peter would give a final word. Human nature would 

assume that these would likely be sad and sobering words. One might assume that he would be 

gripped with fear and uncertainty, but this is far from the case. Peter wasn’t discouraged, 

defeated, depleted, depressed, or dismayed and he certainly didn’t want God’s people to be 

either. Instead, Peter was filled with great hope because he knew he didn’t live in defeat, he lived 

in victory. In fact, Peter alluded to this at the very beginning. 1 Peter 1:3-5 says, “Blessed be the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be 

born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an 

inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for 

you, who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in 

the last time.” In other words, Peter knew that no matter what he faced in this world, he could 

walk in victory because of the victory that had already been won for him by Jesus. Nothing that 

he felt and nobody that he faced could take away what Jesus had already done for him and this is 

the same for us today. Because of Jesus Christ and our relationship to Him we have victory! 

Read Text 

Everyone wants to win. I’ve never known an athlete that wanted to lose. Now, some of us take 

losing better than others and some of us aren’t willing to do what it takes to win, but all of us 

want to win. We all like to experience victory. For the true believer in Jesus Christ we have 

victory through Him. Nothing and nobody can change what already been declared of us through 

Christ. However, having victory and walking in victory are two different things. There are many 
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professing believers who walk through life discouraged and defeated. God wants us today to live 

in light of the victory that He has won for us and the future that He has declared for us. I believe 

this passage of Scripture gives us four wonderful keys to walking in victory during our time on 

earth. I have listed them by way of command.  

I. Be Humble (vs. 5-6) 

We know what it means to be humble. It means to be “meek”. It means that we don’t think more 

highly of ourselves than we ought to think. It means that we put others before ourselves. It is a 

chief characteristic of Jesus as we see in Matthew 11:29 that He is “gentle and humble in heart.” 

It is easy to understand that if we want to walk in victory then we must walk and live like Jesus – 

humbly. Notice a few things about this humility: 

A. Our Attitude Towards Man 

This humility is more than just an inward disposition or state of being. It is more than a 

mindset or thought process. God commands, “Clothe yourselves with humility toward 

one another.” In other words, we must consistently and intentionally treat others with 

humility. The phrase “clothe yourselves” is very interesting. It is the same wording that 

would be used for putting on a garment. None of us would dare have come here today 

without giving some sort of consideration to what we would put on. **ILL: Now we may 

view this in different ways. Some just considered what was clean to put on. Some 

considered what needed to be ironed or pressed. Some may have picked up a shirt from 

the floor and did the smell test and determined that a little cologne would be sufficient for 

completing the need. While others thought through the details of the color scheme, 

pattern schemes, the shoes, and accessories. But, all of us intentionally put something on. 

And we are all grateful for that.   God is saying that we must intentionally put on 

humility. Perhaps as Peter was penning these words, he was envisioning Jesus in the 

upper room as He prepared to wash the disciples’ feet. The Bible says that Jesus took off 

His outer garments and picked up a towel and girded Himself with it, then humbly served 

the disciples. In the same way, we, too, must pick up our towel and address each other 

with an attitude of humility that seeks to serve. As we take off the old man and daily put 

on the new, we put on those characteristics of the new man which means that we are to 

put on humility.  

God gives us two clear motivations for this humility. God is opposed to the proud. Why 

are we to walk in humility? Because God rejects the proud and hates the sin of pride. 

Proverbs 6:16 says, “There are six things which the Lord hates, yes,  seven which are an 

abomination to Him.” The very first one mentioned that He hates is “haughty eyes” 

which means “a proud look.” It was the sin of pride that turned the angel Lucifer into 

Satan. It was the sin of pride that led to Eve taking of the fruit. It was the sin of pride that 

led Cain to offer an illegitimate sacrifice. And the list goes on and on. The sin of pride in 

our hearts and homes, and even our churches, is sure to lead to destruction. Proverbs 

16:18 says, “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before stumbling.” 

Proverbs 18:12, “Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, but humility goes 
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before honor.” Friend, there is no room for pride in our lives. We mustn’t be focused on 

our own name or acclaim. We mustn’t be consumed by what others think of us – good, 

bad, or indifferent. **ILL: Sunday School teacher prideful about how big of a Christian 

he is. He said, “Everybody that knows me calls me a Christian. Does anybody know why 

they call me a Christian?” Little Johnny said, “Because they don’t know you very well.”  

   

The second motivation for this humility is because God gives grace to the humble.  A 

great picture of this is given in Luke 18:10-14. Jesus gives a parable about two men who 

went into the temple to pray. One was a Pharisee and the second was a publican. Jesus 

said that when the Pharisee prayed to God and said, “God I thank you that I am not like 

other people – swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a 

week. I pay tithes of all I get.” The Pharisee was talking to God telling Him how good he 

was. When the publican prayed, he was so humbled that he wouldn’t even lift his eyes 

toward heaven and was beating his chest saying, “God, be merciful to me a sinner.” Now 

the Bible says that one of these men walked away forgiven while the other one left still 

guilty and condemned. The one who experienced grace is the one who humbly admitted 

his sin.  

B. Our Action Towards God 

Here is the key to true humility. Humility that is just displayed to man can be very 

deceiving. It is easy for some to have a false humility where they have an outward 

appearance without the true inward posture. The key to true, biblical humility is that we 

first “humbles ourselves under the mighty hand of God.” This humility and submission to 

God is an act of faith. When we show this humility, we take seriously our responsibility 

to trust God and His plans and purposes for our lives. When we practice this humility, we 

are expressing to God that we believe His plans and purposes are best and that we are at 

peace with His control.  As believers, we can submit to God because we know that He 

will work all things together for our good. This sounds good in times of great peace, but 

we must remember Peter is writing this specifically to Christians who had been falsely 

accused for the great fire of Rome. Thousands were being persecuted and murdered, yet 

Peter still says, “Christians, humble yourselves under God’s mighty hand.” It is important 

for us to remember this when we, too, go through the various trials of life.   

Notice the promise that is found in this. If we humble ourselves under His mighty hand, 

He will lift us up. God didn’t say when or how, but this is His promise. It will happen in 

due time, at the proper time, in God’s timing not our own. As Job faced severe 

circumstances, he knew that the presence of God was with him and that God would 

deliver him and he held on to that promise. However, he didn’t know when that was 

going to happen. So, he had to walk by faith and depend on God. And after Job had lost 

possessions, sheep, servants, children, and friends, etc., God exalted him and repaid him 

for everything that he had lost. God physically blessed him with 14,000 sheep, 6,000 

camels, 1,000 yoke of oxen, 1,000 female donkeys, 7 sons and 3 daughters, and a long 
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life. In His time, He will exalt you. This leads us well into the second key to walking in 

victory.  

II. Be Surrendered (vs. 7) 

The word “surrender” means that we are to be yielded to the Lord. It means that we have faith 

that God is in control and that even through my circumstances He will be glorified and will work 

this together for my good. As a result, I yield myself completely to Him. God mentions two 

important aspects of that.   

A. Our Concerns 

It is important to point out that God is not suggesting that we forget our cares and 

concerns. We all have various “cares”. The word that was used in the Greek means 

“anxiety, the state of being pulled apart.” Have you ever felt like everything was falling 

apart? Have you ever been so overwhelmed and stressed by a situation that anxiety and 

fear weighed you down or even paralyzed you? When difficult times come and when 

burdens weigh us down it is easy for us to be anxious, worried, and concerned. So, God 

says, “Don’t ignore them. Don’t pretend they aren’t there. Don’t pretend that you don’t 

feel the pain or the heartache. Instead, cast them on Me.” The Greek word for “cast” is 

only used one other place in all the Bible. It is found in Luke 19:35 where the word was 

used to describe the disciples who went to get the colt for Jesus. The Bible says that when 

they got the colt they took off their coats and cast them onto the animal and provided a 

vessel for which Jesus would arrive to the temple. Friend, don’t miss the imagery. In the 

same way that they took off their coats and cast them completely on the colt so, too, must 

we do the same with the concerns, cares, and worries that weigh us down. The context of 

the Greek verb means that we are to cast all of our cares upon Him once and for all. 

When a new concern arises, take it to the Lord. When a new burden weighs us down, we 

must take it to the Lord. And when the flesh starts to battle and the lies of the enemy start 

to creep in, we must by faith remind ourselves that we have already turned our lives and 

our cares over to Him. If we have fully surrendered our all to Christ and have once-and-

for-all placed our cares upon Him, we can have peace in our lives. We don’t have to 

worry about every detail when we know that God is at work and He is well in control. He 

can do far better with it all than I could ever do. We sang an old chorus in church that 

said it well, “Cast all your cares upon Jesus. He is truly able, so just leave them there. 

Cast all your cares upon Him.” 

**ILL: Lyrics – “Take your burdens to the Lord and leave them there”  

B. God’s Care 

God gives a wonderful word of encouragement. Why should we cast all of our cares on 

the Lord? Because He CARES for you. John Phillips explain the background of this 

word. It is “the kind of care that comes from having an interest in someone, care that is 

the result of forethought.” Friend, God cares for you. He loves you. You may be 

struggling and dealing with great difficulties. You may feel like you are going through 
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the fire and can’t make sense of it all, but He cares for you. You are not an afterthought. 

He is working this all together for His glory and your good. Friend, never forget that 

nobody has ever cared for you like Jesus. Some may give you gifts, give you words, give 

you feelings, give you promises, etc., but nobody else could save your soul and give you 

eternal life. Nobody else could make intercession for you, prepare for you a place in 

heaven, and give you living hope and abiding peace in your heart. Nobody cares for you 

like Jesus. The old hymn said it well, “No one ever cared for me like Jesus. There’s no 

other friend so kind as He. No one else could take the sin and darkness from me. O how 

much He cares for me!”  

III. Be Ready (vs. 8-9) 

This third key is interesting. There are, of course, many things in life that we need to be ready 

for. But, the context of this readiness is that we must be ready for the opposition that we will face 

as we live for Jesus. We have seen this all throughout the letter of 1 Peter. These believers 

weren’t suffering for doing wrong. They were suffering simply for professing the name of Christ. 

It is also important to point out that it wasn’t Nero alone who was trying to get rid of the name of 

Christ. The Bible says in Ephesians 6:12, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 

against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the 

spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.” In other words, the physical opposition 

that these believers were facing was just an outward evidence of the unseen spiritual battle that 

was taking place. Satan had influenced Nero to bring this brutality upon the church. We saw this 

during Jesus’ ministry in John 8:39-44. The point is that if Satan would try to destroy Jesus and 

would strive to destroy Paul, we can rest assured that he will do all that he can to destroy us. We 

must be ready! Three steps: 

A. Be Alert   

The verse says, “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.” We understand what this means. It is 

telling us to have a clear mind and focused vision. Unfortunately, many who profess 

Christ are simply going through the motions and are being lulled to sleep. Their minds 

are clouded and their vision is weak. God is showing us that we must at all times be alert 

and watchful. In fact, on 20 different occasions in the New Testament we are commanded 

to be on the alert and ready. I am confident that if you knew that someone was coming to 

your house tonight who meant your family harm, you would be ready. If you knew that 

harm was around the corner you would be watchful, alert, anticipating, and likely 

planning your next steps. Likewise, we must be alert of Satan who can cause more harm 

than just a robber. It is saying that we are to keep our mind steady and clear. To walk in 

victory over the enemy we must first be alert. But, there is much more to it than just 

being watchful.  

B. Be Aware 

We have so fictionized Satan that we have lost a clear perspective on who he is and what 

he does. When saying the name, many of us envision some strange fellow in a red 

costume with a pitchfork. Sadly, many in the church today don’t even believe he exists. 
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But the Bible says that he is real and that he is out to harm us. The verse says, “Your 

adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” If we 

aren’t aware of his existence and of his tactics and his motives, then we will be no match 

for him.  

**ILL: Mack and Addison, camping out and ready for the coyotes. They were watchful, 

and they were creative, but they weren’t really aware of what they were up against.  

Christians, we need to know who we are up against. The Bible says that Satan is our 

adversary. It means that he is the slanderer who opposes us and wants to harm us. It also 

says that he is prowling around like a roaring lion seeking someone to devour. The 

picture couldn’t be any clearer. Jesus also gives us a powerful picture of this in John 

10:10-11. In verse 11 Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down 

His life for the sheep.” But he tells about the devil in verse 10a, “The thief comes only to 

steal and kill and destroy.” Satan is a dangerous enemy. He has great power and 

intelligence, and according to Ephesians 6:12 he has a host of demons who assist him in 

his attacks against God’s people.  

We must be aware that he will try to separate us from one another. He will try to bring 

division in the body of Christ by putting wrong thoughts and feelings towards others. 

Through pride he will manipulate us into thinking that we are better than those around us 

and we will find ourselves looking down at others. As a deceiver, he will mix a little bit 

of truth with philosophies of the day and lead you, if you’re not careful, into all sorts of 

false teachings and theology. God’s will for us, according to Ephesians 4:14, is that “we 

are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every 

wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming.” He will 

strive to deceive us to invest our lives in things that don’t matter for eternity. He will 

deceive us into thinking that we will have numerous opportunities to share the gospel 

with others. He deceives us into thinking that somebody else can serve in that specific 

area where we are gifted. He deceives into thinking that we can’t really be set free from 

our past. We must be aware of his attacks and his ambition. He wants to destroy you and 

rob God of the glory that He receives through your changed life. There is a third step 

listed here.  

C. Be Armed 

Satan does come against us, but brothers and sisters we must be encouraged. Satan still 

battles us, but Jesus has already won the war. 1 John 4:3-4 declares, “Every spirit that 

does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you 

have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. You are from God, little 

children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is 

in the world.” Jesus has already overcome him. So, as a believer when we face the 

battle, we don’t fight for the victory. We fight from the victory that has already been won 

by Christ. As a result, Peter said, “Resist him.” We can resist the devil because of what 

Christ has done. James 4:7 says it this way, “Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil 
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and he will flee from you.” The Greek word translated “resist” means “to withstand, to be 

firm against someone.” It speaks of a strong tower that cannot be moved. Every Christian 

has the power to stand his ground in the face of Satan’s attacks because of Christ. 

Ephesians 6:10-11, 13 says it well, “Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His 

might. Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the 

schemes of the devil…Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able 

to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.” And how do we do 

this? Peter says that we resist him by standing firm in our faith. Faith is vital to the 

Christian life. 1 John 5:4 explains, “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; 

and this is the victory that has overcome the world – our faith.” We must stand firm in 

our faith. The Greek scholar Wuest said that this meant that we are to present a solid front 

of faith. The picture is accurate. Ephesians 6 tells us of the armor of God. One of the vital 

parts of the armor is the shield of faith. The interesting part of the shields of the Romans 

soldiers is that they were made to interlock when they were facing attack. This would 

enable the soldiers to literally lock shields together to form a solid wall. This then 

protected them from the arrows and objects that were hurled at them. It is a powerful 

reminder to us that we must not face the battle alone. We need each other and we are 

stronger when we are bonded together in community than when we are isolated from one 

another. Satan knows this, so we must fight against and be intentional to connect with 

other believers. You ARE NOT alone. Many believers have gone before you and others 

are currently facing circumstances. You are not the only one enduring difficulty. We 

must pray for one another and encourage each other in the Lord. And we must remember 

as God brings us through the trial He will use our personal victories to help others, just as 

others’ victories will help us. God, of course, has given us the rest of the armor to arm us 

for the battle, but we must not forget our main offensive weapon – the sword of the Spirit 

which is the Word of God.  

IV. Be Confident (vs. 10-11) 

When going through trials and circumstances, we may not understand what is happening or why 

it is happening. We may feel that we have been abandoned or forsaken. We may wonder why 

God isn’t answering our prayers or where He is during the whole fiery ordeal. But, Peter finishes 

the letter with words of exhortation to be confident in the Lord.  

A. Confident in His Promise 

God is the God of grace who gives sufficient grace every step of the way. It is by grace 

that He has called us to experience eternal glory through Jesus Christ. This means that the 

believer is secure no matter what he faces, because he will experience heaven.  

B. Confident in His Purpose 

We’ve said it all along through the series – God never wastes a trial. It is through these 

trials that God is working things in and through us. Peter said that it is through these trials 

that He is perfecting, confirming, strengthening, and establishing us. The word for 

“establish” literally refers to a solid foundation. It is saying that through our trials, God 
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establishes and strengthens us like a foundation that can’t be moved. When we are 

established by God nothing can shake us. **ILL: Going home to Alabama and seeing 

“Fun Zone” in piles on the ground. It looked like a bomb had exploded in the middle. 

While the whole building had faced great devastation, the foundation lay there 

untouched. God, when we trust Him through trials, establishes us like a foundation that 

can’t be harmed.  

 

C. Confident in His Power 

God has all dominion forever. This means that regardless of what I feel and regardless of 

what I face, I must recognize that He has all power and all authority and all rule. In life 

and in death He will be glorified. On the mountain or in the valley He will be glorified. In 

sickness and in health He will be glorified because all glory and power belong to Him. 

 

D. Confident in His Peace 

What is the background of 1 Peter? It is the suffering of believers. However, did you 

notice how Peter opened the letter? 1 Peter 1:2b, “May grace and peace be yours in the 

fullest measure.” Now notice how it ends in 1 Peter 5:14b, “Peace be to you all who are 

in Christ.” From beginning to end we see the clear reminder that, through Christ, we have 

peace even when our faith is under fire and this peace allows us to walk in victory.  

We don’t have to walk in discouragement or defeat. We can walk and live in victory, but the key 

to it all is found in loving and living for Jesus. Romans 8:35-37, “Who will separate us from the 

love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 

sword? Just as it is written, ‘For your sake we are being put to death all day long; we were 

considered as sheep to be slaughtered.’ But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer 

through Him who loved us.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


