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Series: Faith Under Fire 

“Walking in the Gift of Marriage” 

1 Peter 3:1-7 

Over the past several weeks we have been going through a sermon series called “Faith Under 

Fire.” Every person here today understands that we live in an imperfect world. We see this in 

many ways, but one of the clearest ways that we quickly observe this is through the trials that we 

face. James 1:2 commands, “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various 

trials.” This verse teaches us that trials will come into every one of our lives. The trials may be 

different and multi-faceted, yet we can be assured that we will all face them. We see this all 

throughout our world today. At any moment it seems that half of us are going through a trial and 

the other half is awaiting the next trial. Trials are a part of life for all people. The questions that 

we have been answering are: “What am I to do when my faith is under fire? What am I to do 

when I am going through trials and difficulties? What am I to do when my faith is tested? What 

am I to do when it feels like my world is falling apart?” 

Peter was writing to a group of believers who were facing many different trials. They were living 

largely as refugees because of the intense persecution that Nero had unleashed on them. They 

had lost almost everything they had. They had been forced to flee and had no clear picture of the 

future. This was a difficult and disheartening time for God’s people. These problems and 

persecutions placed some unique pressures on all relationships – especially the marriage 

relationship. So, once again, God directed Peter to write to encourage them and instruct us in 

how we are to walk in and live out this incredible gift called marriage.  

Read Text 

I realize that not everyone listening this morning is currently married. If that is you, that is 

perfectly fine. You may have the gift of singleness, or you may be simply waiting for God’s 

clear plan to be revealed, or you may have gone through the pain of divorce. If this is you, then 

be encouraged. I assure you that there are things that you can take away from this message. You 

may not be married yet, you may not have any serious prospects, or you may never plan to be 

married again. All of that is fine. However, during this season I want to encourage you to draw 

near to the Lord and focus on being the right kind of male or female. Focus on the Lord and the 

ways that He is wanting you to grow, knowing He will lead you one step at a time and take care 

of the rest.  

As we dive into this passage we need to clearly establish the fact that marriage is a gift from 

God. We need to be reminded of this today. We live in a culture where people view marriage in a 

million negative ways. Much of the culture describes marriage as a curse instead of the gift that it 

really is. In fact, it is common to see many demean, discourage and despise marriage. As a result, 

it has created a culture of acceptance and even expectation that the majority of marriages will 

end in divorce. Sadly, this has led to many who divorce spouses as often as they get rid of old 

cars. But, these things shouldn’t be the case among believers. Marriage is a gift from God. 
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Marriage wasn’t given as a burden or a punishment. It was a gift given by God that was meant to 

bring joy and fulfillment to us and glory to Him Who created it. Listen to what God has to say 

about marriage: 

Proverbs 18:22, “He who finds a wife finds a good thing and obtains favor from the Lord.”  

Hebrews 13:4a, “Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be 

undefiled.”  

In 1 Timothy 4:3-5 Paul warns us that in the last days, there will be “men who forbid marriage 

and advocate abstaining from foods.” In other words, in these last days some will come with 

certain man-made forms of righteousness and religion. However, listen to what Paul says about 

marriage and of food. “Which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe 

and know the truth. For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is 

received with gratitude; for it is sanctified by means of the word of God and prayer.” Remember 

God is good and He is the author and architect of marriage.  

We can’t miss the emphasis that Jesus Himself placed on marriage. What was the setting for 

Jesus’ very first miracle? It was at a wedding (John 2:1-11). Some of us need to experience a 

miracle in our marriage today. Speaking of marriages, of all the beautiful pictures that described 

Christ and His love and relationship with the church, we can’t forget the illustration found in 

Ephesians 5:21-33. The marriage relationship is so amazing that Jesus says this is a picture of 

how deeply He loves the church.  

Marriage is good because it was created by God, and I am convinced that He desires that our 

marriages be as He designed them to be. Yes, we live in a fallen world. Yes, we are all sinners in 

need of God’s grace. However, our marriages can be happy and healthy. In order for us to 

experience this we must make God the very the foundation of our home. He must be the focus of 

everything that we are and all that we do. We must get back to Him. We must get back to His 

plan for the home. Fortunately for us God is not silent on the matter. God has much to say about 

marriage because He designed it. As we see in 1 Peter marriage is first and foremost a covenant 

relationship between a man and woman. Though this is a simple concept to understand, it needs 

to be stated that every marriage relationship in the Bible follows this pattern. Why? Because this 

was God’s design. In Genesis 2:24-25 God said, “For this reason a man shall leave his father and 

mother, and be joined to His WIFE; and they shall become one flesh. And the man and his wife 

were both naked and were not ashamed.” When Jesus was being pressed on the issues of 

marriage in Matthew 19:4-5 He stated, “Have you not read that He who created them from the 

beginning made them male and female, and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and 

mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?” In other words, Jesus 

showed that this design for marriage was still applicable and anything outside of this was 

inappropriate. Paul then late confirmed this in 1 Corinthians 7:2b-3 stating, “Each man is to 

have his own wife, and each woman is to have her own husband. The husband must fulfill his 

duty to his wife, and likewise also the wife to her husband.” 

This is what we are looking at today. Please understand that this passage is not all-encompassing 

on every necessary ingredient to a happy and healthy marriage. Please also understand that there 
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is no way that this topic can be addressed thoroughly in one Sunday morning message. There can 

be many dynamics, challenges and confusions related to marriage. **ILL: Little boy went to a 

family a wedding and afterward told his dad he just didn’t know about this whole marriage thing. 

He said he didn’t think he could ever do it. His dad asked why to which he replied, “Dad, I can’t 

take care of 16 wives.” His dad, said, “Son, what do you mean 16 wives?” The little boy said, 

“Well, daddy, the preacher said he was supposed to have 16 wives - four better, four worse, four 

richer, and four poorer.” Thankfully, marriage isn’t quite that challenging. If that were the case it 

would indeed be a curse. However, marriage isn’t a curse. It is a wonderful gift from Almighty 

God. And if we want to see our marriages as the gift they are we must follow the Master’s plan 

for the home. There are two simple points: God has a calling for the wife and He has a calling for 

the husband.  

I. God’s Calling for Wives (vs. 1-6) 

It is important for us to recall the context of this entire passage. In 1 Peter 2:9 God has clearly 

stated that the purpose of every believer is to “proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called 

you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” In short, our purpose on this earth is to point 

people to Jesus. Then from there, God begins addressing how we are to do that in the context of 

our earthly relationships. First, He speaks about our responsibility towards the government, then 

our responsibility in the workplace, and now He gives us His calling in the home.  

A. Her Acceptance (vs. 1a) 

Who is the architect of marriage? God is. And what is His first statement? He said, “In 

the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands.” This word “submit” is 

not a friendly word in our culture. Something about this word causes us to raise our brow, 

stiffen our neck and rebel against it. We are inundated with cultural messages that we are 

our own boss, that we can do what we want to, and that we have the freedom to choose. 

And it is true that we can choose to reject God’s command, but it will certainly not 

receive God’s blessing or favor. God calls the wives to submit to their husbands. The 

word in the Greek was a military term that meant “to arrange under in rank.” It doesn’t 

mean that someone is less in importance or in value or ability. In military terms, one’s 

rank would ultimately determine their role and responsibility. It’s not saying that the man 

is better than the wife.  It’s not saying that the wife is less important. It’s not saying that 

she is a slave. It is simply saying that God has given them two different roles. And in the 

role of marriage God views the man as the leader. God’s divine order is spelled out in 1 

Corinthians 11:3, “But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, 

and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.” Colossians 3:18 

shows it clearly, “Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.” This 

means that it is appropriate and pleasing to the Lord. This is His divine plan.  
 

Wives, be a Godly, God-honoring wife. The culture tries to paint a picture of what a wife 

should and shouldn’t be, but from God’s perspective He wants you to be like Jesus. 1 

Peter 3:1 started, “In the same way.” This statement is referring to the previous chapter 

(2:21-23). Jesus is the example of submission. Even when He was going through 
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hardship, hurt and rejection the Bible says, “He kept entrusting Himself to Him who 

judges righteously.” In other words, He was completely submitted to the will of God the 

Father. In the same way, wives should submit to their husbands. The Greek command for 

“submit” is in the middle voice, meaning that the submission is VOLUNTARY. It means 

that God doesn’t force you to submit. He calls you to do it and has ordained this as your 

position and role in the home, but wives, you of your own accord should choose to obey 

God in your marriage because you believe God’s Word and trust Him. God is speaking 

directly to the will of the wife. She can go her own way or she can go God’s way. But, I 

will say simply, don’t expect a happy home or a fulfilling marriage if you reject God’s 

first word of instruction. Many people want the blessings of God without abiding by the 

Word of God. God is the One who calls the wife to submit. This means that submission is 

never to be forced on her by a demanding husband. Instead, submission should be the 

choice of obedience that a loving wife, conscious that her home must have a head, gladly 

shows her husband. 
 

B. Her Actions (vs. 2) 

Being submissive to your husband is not just an attitude and it is far more than just a 

frame of mind. One’s submission is seen in their actions. In this context, Peter is writing 

to all wives, but he makes some very personal statements to those who are married to 

unbelievers. We know that it is not God’s will for a believer to marry an unbeliever (2 

Corinthians 6:14-18). However, if you are already married to an unbeliever you are not 

encouraged to leave them or divorce them (1 Corinthians 7:12-16). In fact, if you are 

married to an unbeliever your focus should be on loving them and winning them to Jesus. 

This is what Peter is addressing here to wives. Remember, many people in Rome were 

believing in Jesus and were facing persecution. Many of these new believers were ladies. 

They trusted in Christ, but many of their husbands did not. Peter is showing them how 

important their actions really are. Notice clearly what he points out about their words. He 

said, “they may be won without a word.” In other words, wives who preach at their 

husbands and constantly nag at them will drive them farther away from the Lord and 

from themselves. The wife’s behavior should be chaste and respectful. The word “chaste” 

here describes a moral purity of thought, emotions, and body. It means that she is devoted 

only to her husband and she is devoted fully to him. The word “respectful” means that 

she shows him honor. It is the same thought that is presented in Ephesians 5:33, “Each 

individual among you also is to love his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see 

to it that she respects her husband.” Wives, these actions are a beautiful thing in the eyes 

of God and are a tremendous blessing to your husband. They have such an impact that 

literally they can point even an unbelieving husband to Jesus. John Phillips summarized it 

well, “It is the character and conduct of the wife that will win the lost husband – not 

arguments, but such attitudes as submission, understanding, love, kindness, and patience. 

When a Godly woman submits to the Lord and then to her husband, she will show forth 

the praises of God and influence her husband to trust Christ.” If this disposition will win 

an unsaved husband, imagine the impact it will have on a husband who already loves 

Jesus. 
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C. Her Adornment (vs. 3-4) 

Peter next begins to address her adornment. He is speaking of the decoration, the 

ornaments, that cause her to stand out. The culture of that day was much like the culture 

today. Women were told that they had to dress a certain way, act a certain way, walk a 

certain way, present themselves in a certain way, etc. all to be beautiful. As a result, the 

Roman women were captivated by the latest fashion of the day and competed with one 

another in dress and hairdos. It wasn’t unusual for the ladies to have elaborate combs 

made of gold, silver, and jewels. They wore elaborate and expensive garments trying to 

impress each other. Of course, one of the dangers with this philosophy is that it bases 

one’s value on some outward appearance. It can also give some a false assurance because 

they place their confidence in their outward appearance instead of the condition of the 

heart.  

There have been many different people in various Christian circles and denominations 

who have read this passage and have manipulated women to abstain from all of these 

things. But, that is not what the passage is saying at all. Ladies, there is nothing wrong 

with braiding your hair, putting on jewelry, wearing a dress, and using makeup. God is 

showing us that the condition of the heart is what is most important. Who cares if you 

dress in the finest of clothes and wear the most gold if your heart isn’t right with God. 

The focus should be on the condition of your heart. I suspect if every one of us, men and 

women, spent as much time examining our own hearts as we did taking care of the 

outward appearance we’d be in a much better place today. God is not interested in the 

beauty that can be bought. He is interested in the beauty that can only be brought 

by the Holy Spirit.  

What does this beauty look like? It is a gentle and quiet spirit. The idea of “gentle” is that 

your disposition isn’t aggressive, hostile, or combative. The thought of a “quiet spirit” 

doesn’t mean that you can’t talk. You should talk and share. A “quiet spirit” means that 

you have a peaceful and a peaceable disposition. The opposite of this is a contentious 

spirit, which is strongly warned against. Proverbs 21:9; 21:19; and 27:15 show how 

harmful and devastating a contentious woman can be. God says that wives should strive 

for a gentle and quiet spirit because it is a beautiful ornament that is imperishable. 

D. Her Ambition (vs. 4b-6) 
 

Ladies, God says that this gentle and quiet spirit is “precious” in His sight. God values 

and holds dear those who honor Him. Verses 5-6 point to the illustrations of many of the 

ladies in the Old Testament, especially Sarah. You can summarize their actions by two 

phrases in these verses, They “hoped in God,” and did “what is right.” They chose to 

believe that God’s will was best and they made it their ambition to be pleasing to Him. 

Because they desired to please God, they willingly obeyed Him by submitting to their 

husbands. Sarah, of course, wasn’t perfect, but she chose to trust God and sought to 

honor Him. As a result, God blessed her obedience, rewarded her greatly, and today she 

is even listed in Hebrews 11 as a person of great faith. 
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II. God’s Calling for Husbands (vs. 7) 

Men, there are many things that God clearly calls us to in Scripture. Here in 1 Peter, God gives 

us just one verse. However, if we look at it closely, we will find much of what we need to help us 

lead in the way that we ought. I think it is important for us to realize, men, that this is not 

optional. God’s Word is not a buffet from which we pick and choose what we want to put on our 

plate. We must heed God’s call. Notice the very first statement, “You husbands in the same 

way.” We have already seen this phrase. Who is it referring to? It is still referring back to Jesus. 

Just as Jesus trusted God the Father and submitted Himself, men, we must do the same. In other 

words, yes, it is true that God has called your wife to submit to you. However, you and I are also 

called to submit, but we are called to submit to the Lord Himself. 1 Corinthians 11:3 says it this 

way, “But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head 

of the woman, and God is the head of Christ.” Jesus is the head of the man. This means, men, 

that we don’t have the freedom to do whatever we want, think, or feel. This position of 

“headship” is not dictatorship. We are called to know the Lord, seek the Lord, submit to His 

authority and direction, and then lead our wives and family accordingly. Men, there is no way 

that you can be the husband God wants you to be without having a relationship with Jesus. If He 

is your Leader, then He will help you to be the leader that you are supposed to be. This is God’s 

clear calling and one day, you will stand before God and give an account of how you served and 

lead your family. So, in the same way that Jesus took His purpose seriously and came and gave 

His life for us, we are called to take seriously His calling to us and give ourselves sacrificially for 

the glory of God and the good of others. Perhaps that means for some of us that we will have to 

literally lay down our lives for our family, but for all of us it means that we must intentionally 

live for God’s glory and our family’s good. I believe we see four powerful instructions: 

A. Be Committed 

“Live with your wives.” The word translated “live” here occurs just one time in the Bible 

and it literally means “to house with”. In our day, we may use the term “housewife”, but 

not “house-husband”. In a very real sense, that’s the term used here. Be house-husbands. 

In other words, “live with your wife”. God is saying that you should live in the house 

together in unity with your wife. This refers to our presence in the home. It means that 

we are to be home. How do your wife and children spell love? T.I.M.E. Yes, you have a 

calling from God to work and provide for your family. Yes, you have a calling to serve 

the Lord and there are many ways that we offer avenues for that to happen here at 

Crosslink. However, we cannot afford to neglect the time that we spend with our wives. 

And, men, don’t think that just because you are at home that you are actually all there. 

Turn off the tv, put down the cell phone, and invest time in your marriage. This also 

refers to the permanence of our presence in the home. We must keep living with our 

wives. We don’t just make a covenant, go on the honeymoon, and then forget all about 

the covenant. Keep living with your wife. The enemy will tempt you to leave, to separate, 

to distance yourself, to move into another bedroom, or to go sleep in a van down by the 

river, but God says, “You stay right where you are.” Ecclesiastes 9:9, “Enjoy life with 
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the woman whom you love all the days of your fleeting life which He has given to you 

under the sun; for this is your reward in life and in your toil in which you have labored 

under the sun.” 

B. Be Considerate 

We are to live with our wife “in an understanding way”. Now I know some husbands 

who would say that it would be easier to understand quantum physics than to understand 

their wives. And, I know some wives who would say the same thing about us! How do 

we develop an understanding spirit? By making our wives a priority and by studying 

them. When you become married, you are making a life-long commitment to be a student 

of your wife. A husband who is living with his wife in an understanding way is 

thoughtful, mindful of her needs, and looking out for her best interests. He seeks to better 

know her moods, her needs, her wishes and dreams, her weaknesses and struggles. He 

does what he can to relieve his wife of unnecessary stress. He learns what causes her to 

worry and he avoids putting her in those situations. He is constantly watching and 

learning.  

We must always live in an understanding way because God says that she is someone who 

is “weaker” than us. It does not say that she is weak, but that she is simply weaker. We 

struggle with this “weaker vessel” idea. **ILL: Adrian Rogers explained it this way: 

Denim is a tough fabric. Silk isn’t as tough. It is a more delicate or weaker fabric. But 

that doesn’t diminish the silk in any way by making that claim. In fact, silk is more 

valuable than denim. However, because silk is more delicate we must treat it with 

greater care than denim. Another powerful picture is of a delicate, valuable vase. The 

point being made is that we must we treat our wives with more care. She isn’t one of the 

guys. She doesn’t need harsh tones, cutting remarks, thick sarcasm, or constant 

competition. She needs to be considered, studied, treasured, and loved.  

C. Be Cherishing  

The command is clear, “Show her honor.” Each husband is to honor and treat his wife as 

a knight in shining armor would treat his princess. Interestingly, in verse 6 we are given 

the illustration of Sarah and how she showed respect to Abraham. However, it is 

interesting to study (Genesis 18:1-9) how he also treated her and served her and strived to 

live faithfully with her. In fact, the Bible says that she was able to submit to him without 

being “frightened by any fear.” It means that she didn’t have to be terrified in her 

submissive role. This, of course, speaks of Sarah’s faith that God would honor her 

obedience and take care of her. But, I believe it also says something about the trust that 

she had in Abraham because of the way he honored and cherished her. By the way, do 

you know what name “Sarah” means? It means princess. What a fitting picture of how 

Abraham cherished and treated her.  

One of the words that would better help us understand this is missing from today’s 

modern translation. In the original language it said that our wife is a “weaker vessel”. The 

word for “vessel” comes from a Greek word that refers to a vessel that was used in 
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services of the temple. So, the “vessel” speaks of an instrument which is used to 

accomplish a specific purpose. This means that the husband is to live with his wife, 

remembering that she is an instrument of God. It is referring to the fact that she is a 

chosen instrument of God. As a result, men, we must show them honor. “Giving Honor” 

means that we recognize her and show her value. It means that the husband respects 

his wife’s feelings, thinking, and desires and shows her preference. It doesn’t mean 

that he must always agree with her, but that he respects and considers her desires and 

feelings and treats her with special courtesy, respect, and kindness.   

Why should we show her honor? Because she is “fellow heirs of the grace of life”. The 

husband should honor his wife because she is a joint-heir of eternal life through Jesus 

Christ. Jesus died for her as much as for him. Jesus is with her as much as with him. We 

must get our thinking right about our wives. Lou Priolo, in his book “The Complete 

Husband,” gives this advice to men who are struggling to honor their wives: “The first 

thing you must do if you’ve not been honoring your wife practically, is to change the way 

you think about her. You should begin to value her more than you have. You probably 

should remind yourself more often than you currently do, how much she does for you, 

and how much you’ve selfishly taken her for granted, and how blessed you are that God 

has given her to you. Only then will you be able to genuinely demonstrate to her and to 

others the honor that the Bible says she deserves.”  

D. Be Cautious 

If we don’t heed these instructions, our prayers will be hindered. The word “hindered” in 

the Greek language literally means “to cut in, to interrupt”. When a man fails to give due 

honor to his wife, the result will be the hindrance of his prayers. We must be careful to 

honor God’s calling in our home. We must strive to be a student of our wife, seeking to 

understand her and know her needs. We must value her and treat her as a fellow heir of 

the grace of life. And, I believe that a healthy prayer life is a huge part of it.  

I ask all of you today to take moment and examine your heart and your marriage. Do you view 

your marriage as a gift from God? If not, why not? Whatever you identify that is robbing you 

from seeing this as the gift it is, I encourage you to take it to Jesus and seek His healing. Wives, 

is there something that God is laying on your heart to do? Husbands, is there something that God 

is showing you do? I’m curious today how many men will be brave and take their wife by the 

hand and today kneel before God and submit themselves anew to Christ as the Head of their 

home. For those of you who are single, are there things that God has revealed to you today that 

He is wanting to address in your life before He brings you your future spouse? Marriage is a 

wonderful gift from God. Let’s surrender to the Lord so that each of us can honor Him in our 

homes. 

 

 


