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Walking in Hope 
 

INTRODUCTION:  
Every person experiences many different trials and circumstances in life. These difficulties often 
weigh us down and challenge us in many ways. However, as followers of Jesus, we have a living hope 
to guide us through every storm we face. When we look to Jesus, learn from Him, and lean on His 
truth we find every time that He molds us, shapes us, and further prepares us for His divine purposes. 
 
READ: 1 Peter 3:8-18 
 
DISCUSSION:  
1. Have you ever been through a difficult situation that God used for good in your life in ways that 

you never thought possible? If so, share the story with the group and explain how God worked 

through the trial for your good. 

2. In your own words, what does it mean to have “living hope” (1 Peter 1:3)? Why are Christians the 

only ones who have this living hope? 

3. As a group read John 15:18-21 and answer the following questions: 

 What did Jesus warn us about in these verses? 

 What evidences do we see of this truth in our culture today? 

 What evidences have you personally experienced? 

 Why are Christians often despised by others? 

 What does the hatred of others reveal about their lives (verse 21)? 

4. In Matthew 5:38-44, how does Jesus instruct us to respond to those who persecute us?  

 Why is this so difficult for us to do?  

 Why is it important for us to obey these words? 

 According to 1 Peter 3:15, what will the result of our actions usually lead to? 

5. 1 Peter 3:15-16 identifies two very important factors to giving an effective defense of our faith. 

 What are the two key factors? (1-gentleness and reverence & 2-a good conscience) 

 Why is each important?  

 What is the result of witnessing without these key components? 

 Are there others that you would add to the list to make an effective witness? 

6. As a group carefully read Matthew 5:10-12. What does the Lord promise to those who suffer for 

His sake?  

7. Trials and sufferings are heavy and, at times, overwhelming, but what assurance do we have in 

Romans 8:35-39? How does this impact your life today? How does this help in times of trial? 

 
TAKE IT WITH YOU: Commit to praying for a trial someone in your group is facing! 
 
READING LIST:  Monday: 1 Peter 1:3-9 / Tuesday: John 15:18-25 / Wednesday:  
Matthew 5:1-10 / Thursday: Matthew 5:11-16 / Friday: 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 / Saturday:  
2 Timothy 2:8-13 / Sunday: Romans 8:31-39 


