
Relationships: Going from Me to We 
What’s Love Got To Do With It? 

1 Corinthians 13:1-14 
 

Intro: Did you know that America has become a less violent country in every 
way over the last decade, except one?  A NY Times article published in May of 
2013, noted how violent crime has been decreasing in our nation because 
people are becoming less & less likely to inflict fatal violence on 
anybody…except themselves.  That’s right, even though violent crime has 
been steadily decreasing in America over the last 10 years; suicide is up by 
30% across the board.  More Americans will take their own life each year by 
suicide than will die in car accidents.  Why?  1 in 3 Americans identify as 
chronically lonely!  And there is a connection between loneliness & suicide! 
 

“There is a strong link between suicide and weakened social ties; people – 
especially men – become more likely to kill themselves when they get 
disconnected from society’s core institutions (marriage, religion).”  Brad Wilcox 
(Sociologist from UVA) 
 
Note: We have more ways to connect with others than ever before, but are far 
worse at authentic relationships than ever before. (FB friends, Twitter, etc.)  
 

New Series: Relationships – Going from Me to We 
30 years ago this summer, Tina Turner released one of her most popular hits 

titled, “What’s love got to do with it?”  The song immediately became number 
one on the Billboard’s Hot 100 where it remained for 3 solid weeks.  It won 3 
Grammy Awards and was the pop singer’s first big hit in over 15 years.  It 
has now been inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame. 
 
Why was it so popular?  Besides the catchy rhythm & the entertainment 
value of Tina Turner, I believe the lyrics resonated with people. 

“It’s physical, only logical, you must try to ignore, that it means more than that. 
Oh what’s love got to do, got to do with it?   
What’s love but a second hand emotion? 
What’s love got to do, got to do with it? 
Who needs a heart when a heart can be broken?” 
 
These lyrics resonated with the culture in 1984 & they resonate still in 2014.  
Today, we are introducing a 6-week relationships series & we begin with a 
sermon on love. Confused? You shouldn’t be, because love is the foundation 

of all relationships.  Your marriage will rise & fall based on love, your 
friendships will succeed or fail based on love, your relationships with 
coworkers, kids, neighbors & classmates will be dictated by love (or a lack). 

 
Text & Prop: Love has Three Factors Affecting Relationships in 1 Cor 13 

I. Love is the Foundation of Relationships - 1-3 
“Though I speak with the tongues of men & of angels, but have not love, I have become a 
sounding brass or a clanging cymbal, & though I have the gift of prophecy, & understand 
all mysteries & all knowledge, & though I have all faith, so that I could remove 
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  & though I bestow all my goods to feed the 
poor, & though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.” 

Question: What is your dominant life principle?  Everybody’s got one, it’s the 
thing that you refer to unconsciously when you have to make multiple choice 
decisions.  I.E. If you get two invitations & your dominant life principle is 
having fun then you will choose the party that looks the most fun.  Security = 
Safe/Less Risky choice, comfort = easiest choice, recognition = get noticed! 
 
But what does God say we should pursue as our dominant life principle? 
“Pursue love…” 1 Corinthians 14:1 But, why?  Why would God tell us to 
build our life on love?  Because love is the foundation of all our relationships! 
 

Without Love: 

 What I SAY Doesn’t Matter (vs. 1): Words without love are empty, 

just noise!  We might be impressed with great communicators, 
singers or speakers…God isn’t.  The Corinthians were very proud of 
their speaking skills, but God said they are majoring on the minors! 

???: Have you ever felt that you’re just not communicating in your home, 
marriage, friendships, etc?  Maybe it’s b/c you are speaking unloving-ly. 

 

 What I KNOW is Irrelevant (vs. 2a): You can have all the education, 

be the smartest person in the room & have so many degrees people 
call you Dr. Fahrenheit, but without love you’re nothing!  Even Bible 
verse quoting, walking concordances who can split a theological hair 
16 different ways are NOTHING without love! 

 
“Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up!  Its better to have a right heart than it 
is to have a right head…the world is not looking for more knowledge; the world 
is looking for love.”  Pastor Rick Warren 

 

 What I BELIEVE is Insufficient (vs. 2b):  There is a theory that 
says if I believe in Jesus, I can say/live/talk anyway I choose and 
still be right with God.  That is false!  You believe in Jesus, okay so 
do the Devil & his demons.  Do you love Jesus?  The devil doesn’t!  
Do you love others?  The devil doesn’t! 

“The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love” Gal 5:6 

(NIV) 
 

 What I GIVE is Meaningless (vs. 3a): People give for many different 
reasons.  Some give sincerely out of love, but others give for prestige 
from others, power over others, obligation to something or guilt 
about something.  (i.e. Wife leaving after Husband “gives”, guilty 

parents trying to “buy off” kids, etc.) 

“Just because you give doesn’t mean your doing it in love.  You can give 

without loving but you cannot love without giving.”  Pastor Rick Warren 
 

 What I ACCOMPLISH is Worthless (3b): I can list my achievements, 
brag about my accomplishments & even sacrifice my life for the 
greatest cause in the world, but without love it’s worthless!  Success 
without love is empty.  (Audit by God is coming on the basis of love) 

 



God is Saying: I can have the eloquence of an orator, the knowledge of a 
genius, the faith of a miracle worker, the generosity of a philanthropist, the 
dedication of a martyr, but if I don’t have love…IT DOESN’T COUNT! 

Transition: Love is the Foundation of Relationships… 

 

II. Love Must Be Clearly Understood in Relationships – 4-7   
“Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not 
puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seeks its own, is not provoked, thinks no 
evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things.” 
 
Define: It’s amazing how ignorant we are about love. I love my wife, God, US, 
ribeye) We throw it around like it applies to everything.  (KJV=Charity) 
 

“Love is a variety of different feelings, states, and attitudes.”  Wikipedia 

 
“Love is a feeling of strong or constant affection for a person.”  Webster’s 
 
Ill: Before the internet, if you needed information about something you would 

go to the encyclopedia.  In one 24-volume set under “love” it said “love…see 
sex & emotion.”  After looking up sex & emotion.  Even there, no definition of 
love was found.  This might be where Tina Turner got her definition of love 
that she described as “a secondhand emotion.”  
 

 Love is NOT an Emotion, It IS an Action 
Love affects emotions, creates emotions and causes emotions but love is not 

an emotion.  If it was, you could not control it, but love is not an emotion! 
 
“Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not 
puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seeks its own, is not provoked, thinks no 
evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things.”  1 Corinthians 13:4-7 

 

Love is not something you say or something you feel, it is something you DO! 
Someone who says they don’t feel love for their spouse, friend or family 
member should just act lovingly until the feelings come back.  It’s easier to 
act your way into feeling than feel your way into action. 

 

 Love is NOT an Event, It IS a Choice 
You chose to love & you choose not to love.  It is a myth that love is 
uncontrollable (You can’t choose who you fall in love with…wrong!)  “I just 

fell in love…” as if it were a ditch or something.  The problem is that the 

person who fell in love, only a few years later doesn’t love her anymore. 
 
Trans: Going from ME to WE has clearly understood love as the foundation. 
 

III. Love is the Unfailing Relational Component – 8-13   
“Love never fails.  But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are 
tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away.  For we know 
in part and we prophesy in part.  But when that which is perfect has come, then that 
which is in par will be done away.  When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood 
as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things.  

For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face.  Now I know in part, but then I 
shall know just as I also am known.  And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but 
the greatest of these is love.”   
Love is Durable –It’ll last forever.  It is the only thing that makes sense as a 
dominant life principle.  Ever other objective is temporary except for love.  “I 
live for fun!”  How long does it last?  “I live for money!”  How long before it 
runs out?  “I live for security, approval of others, etc.”  It will last forever! 
 
You won’t need faith in heaven, the Bible says you’ll see God as He is in 
heaven and you won’t need faith!  You won’t need hope because everything 
you’ve ever needed will be there.  But, heaven will be full of love!  Love is the 
only thing worthy of being your dominant life principle. 
 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have 
loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all will know that you are 
My disciples, if you have love for one another.”  John 13:34-35 
 
Commandment: It’s not a new suggestions, idea or recommendation…it’s a 
commandment. If you’re a follower of Jesus, love is a lifestyle…not an option.  

It is the distinguishing characteristic of followers of Jesus (not a fish bumper 
sticker, coming to church, praying at a restaurant, crucifix necklace, etc.). 
 
Question: We sing, talk, preach and study all about love…but do we actually 
love people?  So, it’s time to start acting loving to people you already have 
relationships with (family, friends, coworkers, classmates, neighbors, etc.)  
Reconcile relationships that have been broken.  Spend time (Spell love T-I-M-
E) with those around you.  Put the “LOVE TEST” (Love is a choice & love is 
an action) on every relationship (spouse, friend, roommate, kids, coworkers). 
 
Conclusion: Me to We…I’m excited about this series about relationships.  It 
can really make a difference in your marriage, at your job, in your home, 
with your neighbors/roommates/classmates.  I’m also excited about how 
this series will affect our church!  People will be attracted to a church that 
loves each other and loves their community.  Do you realize that most people 
are attracted to Christ, they are not persuaded to Christ.  Very few people 
will be “argued” into the kingdom of God.  But Billions of people have been 
loved into the kingdom.  The more Calvary Cross-link loves one another 

and loves this community, the greater our church will be! 
 
The Most Important Relationship is the one you have with God that was 

made available to you by the death & resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Friends, 

family, neighbors, coworkers & classmates are temporary cures for loneliness 
but the only permanent cure is Jesus! 
 

Reading List: 
 
Monday: Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
Tuesday: Proverbs 18:1-24 
Wednesday: 1 John 4:1-21  
Thursday: Ephesians 3:14-21 
Friday: Matthew 5:43-48 



Saturday: Matthew 22:34-40 
Sunday: 1 John 3:18 
 


